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WILLIAM  FELLOWES,  E% 


O  F 


Shot  t  esh  am  in  Norfolk 


SIR, 

T  T  was  your  creating  an  Infirmary 
■  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  which 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  making 
fome  of  the  following  obfervations  in 
Surgery  :  and  when  the  opinion  of 
my  friends  inclined  me  to  publiih 
them,  a  fenfe  of  my  obligations  to 
you  called  for  this  profeffion  of  my 
gratitude. 

Providence,  that  wifely  orders 
all  things,  has  blelfed  you  with  an 
ample  fortune  ;  it  is  a  bleffing  becaufe 
you  employ  it  to  the  belt  purpofes : 

t  #9 


the  compaflion  you  fliew  to  the  he- 
ceffitous  and  miferable,  and  the  con- 
ftant  care  you  take  to  fupply  their 
wants,  and  relieve  their  diftrelTes* 
make  your  name  revered,  by  more 
than  thole  who  are  daily  objects  of 
your  bounty,  and  will  ever  be  re¬ 
membered. 

/ 

This  benevolence  of  heart,  which 
makes  you  the  Guardian  of  the  poor, 
makes  you  ftill  more  extenfively  bene¬ 
ficial  :  your  frriCt  impartiality  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  fuperior 

I 

abilities  molt  readily  exerted  on  all 
occafions,  for  the  common  good  of 
mankind,  render  you  an  univerfal 
Friend  and  Benefactor . 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged, 
humble  Servant, 

B.  GOOCH, 
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PREFACE. 

Y  N  the  laft  half  century,  the  knowledge 
of  Surgery  has  been  much  advanced  by 
a  general  fpirit  of  emulation,  which  feems 
to  have  prevailed  throughout  mod  parts  of 
Europe  it  has  been  cultivated  here,  by 
men  of  great  application  and  abilities  in  the 
profeflion,  and  the  benevolence  ot  the  pub¬ 
lic  has  cooperated  with  their  private  endea¬ 
vours  :  for,  to  the  immortal  honor  of  this 
kingdom,  in  lefs  than  half  that  period  of 
time,  many  Hofpitals  have  been  founded, 
and  are  now  well  fupported,  by  voluntary 
contributions  ;  which  not  only  afford  the 
beff:  relief  to  the  greateft  and  moft  deplo¬ 
rable  objedls  of  charity,  but  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  promote  and  perfect  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  art,  making  the  benefit  ex¬ 
tend  to  all  ranks  of  people. 

Y  Y  i  & 
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vi  PREFACE. 

In  the  winter  of  the  year  1758,  which  I 
fpent  in  London ,  I  received  a  meffage  from 
the  late  Lord  Bifhop  of  Norwich ,  by  Mr. 
Stilling  feet ,  a  Gentleman  well  known  in 
the  literary  world  ;  and  accordingly  I  wait¬ 
ed  upon  his  Lordfhip.  From  feveral  con¬ 
ferences  with  him  in  London,  and  after¬ 
wards  in  Norwich ,  and  the  fteps  that  were 
taken  in  confequence  thereof,  concerning 
erecting  a  general  Hofpital  for  the  County 
of  Norfolk  and  the  City  of  Norwich  jointly^ 
I  have  good  reafons  to  believe,  that  had  he 
lived  and  continued  Bifhop  of  Norwich , 
inch  a  beneficent  Eftablifhment  wou’d  have 
been  completed  before  now  ;  as  every  at¬ 
tempt  of  this  nature  has  happily  fucceeded 
in  this  kingdom,  to  the  wifh  of  its  promo¬ 
ters  :  and  1  hope  that  charitable  and  pious 
fcheme  will  be  revived  and  attended  with 
all  imaginable  fuccefs ;  nothing  feems  want¬ 
ing  even  now  to  accomplifh  it,  but  to  have 
a  fubfcription  properly  opened. 

'  It  matr  be  truly  faid,  that  Surgery  is  ar¬ 
rived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  in  Great 
Britain ,  as  leaves  no  room  for  Prance  any 
longer  to  boaft  of  her  fuperiority  >  but  tho* 

Anatomy 
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PREFACE  vii 

Anatomy  and  every  branch  of  Surgery 
flourifh,  and  are  accurately  taught  in  Lon¬ 
don,  by  the  moft  celebrated  men,  making 
a  journey  to  Paris  unneceffary  to  finifh  a 
Surgeon’s  education,  ftill  we  muft  think 
the  Parijians  happy  in  their  late  very  excel- 
lent  inftitution,  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery,  chiefly  owing  to  two  great  men 
Marejchal  and  Peyronie .  (^) 

Recording  memorable  fadts  has  been  Read  Serjeant 

ill  Till  1  7  •  •  n  ijcTHQrt  s  Epif- 

looked  upon  as  a  laudable  undertaking  in  tie  Dedicatory 

before  his  ex- 

all  ages  and  countries,  even  before  there  cellent  chirur- 

0  _  #  gical  works, 

were  any  regular  profeflbrs  of  the  medical 
art  in  the  world  and  though  the  funda¬ 
mental  rules  of  Surgery  are  fo  well  known 
and  eftablifhed,  that  little  feems  left  to  be 
done  in  thofe  points,  yet  making  obferva- 
tions  carefully,  and  communicating  them 

•f*  faithfully. 


(a)  Monf,  de  la  Peyronie  left  at  his  death,  the  greater 
part  of  a  large  fortune  he  had  acquired  by  his  profefii- 
on,  for  the  advancement  of  Surgery,  particularly  to 
the  Univerfity  of  Montpelier ,  where  he  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  :  and  among  other  donations  he  added  300  li- 
vres  to  the  golden  prize  medal  annually  given  by  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris ,  wfhich  was  ori¬ 
ginally  but  200. - See  the  panegyric  or  elogy  upon. 

this  great  man,  prefixed  to  the  fecond  vol.  of  the  mem*, 
that  Society, 
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faithfully,  with  the  particular  treatment  of 
the  moft  remarkable  cafes,  as  well  unfa¬ 
vourable  as  favourable  in  their  events,  will 
be  of  Angular  fervice,  and  prove  the  iureft 
guides  in  practice,  on  various  occafions. 
Thefe  confideralions  make  me  wifli,  that 
every  attentive  practitioner  wou’d  fhew  his 
inclination  of  being  ufeful,  in  this  manner 
to  the  community,  in  the  plaineft  language, 
with  fuch  concifenefs  and  perfpicuity,  as 
are  beft  adapted  to  the  relation  of  matters 
of  fact ;  and  the  candid  will  excufe  little 
errors  of  diction  or  otherwife. 

Whilst  I  was  confined  at  Bath  fome 
years  ago,  I  wrote  the  firft  edition  of  my 
Obfervations  in  Surgery  ;  and  after  adding 
a  few  fketches,  more  fully  to  illufirate  fome 
of  the  cafes,  I  fhewed  them  to  my  friends, 
whofe  approbation  determined  me  to  pub-* 
liih  them. 

The  reception  they  met  with  have 
encouraged  me  to  ofier  a  fecond  edition^ 
with  additions  upon  the  fame  plan  ;  hoping 
that  what  was  originally  intended  for  a  con¬ 
fined  purpofe,  may  prove  more  extenfively 
ufeful.  Greater 
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Greater  attention  and  affiduity  in 
difcharging  the  duty  of  my  profeffion,  than 
was  confident  with  my  infirm  (late  of 
health,  brought  my  life  into  imminent 
danger,  and  obliged  me  to  retire  from  bu- 
finefs  ;  but  having  long  defigned  a  fecond 
edition,  I  wrote  at  intervals  when  able, 
and  at  other  times  employed  an  Amanuen- 
fis,  during  a  very  tedious  confinement. 

It  having  pleafed  God,  in  his  infinite 
mercy  and  goodnefs,  to  enable  me,  I  have 
carefully  reviled  and  corrected  thefe  papers? 
and  mold  heartily  wifh  they  may  anfwer 
the  end  propofed  in  publifhing  them  :  for 
to  promote,  in  any  degree,  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  the  improvement  of  a  pro- 
fefiion  I  highly  regard,  will  afford  me  one 
of  the  greatelt  pleafures  I  am  capable  of 
enjoying,  in  the  evening  of  my  days. 


Tlalefworih , 

September  the  lyth,  1767, 
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y  HOPE  my  Intention  will  be  my  apology, 
and  that  the  following  proportion  will 
not  be  deemed  an  unbecoming  liberty,  which 
I  fubmit  with  ail  imaginable  deference,  to 
the  confederation  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  management  of  Hofpitals,  in 
any  part  of  this  Kingdom,  as  well  the  Go¬ 
vernors  as  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons.  The 
propofition  is,  how  far  it  might  be  benefi¬ 
cial,  and  conducive  to  the  edification  of  pu¬ 
pils,  to  have  the  neatefiy  bell:  and  moff 
complete  fets  of  modern  inflruments,  and 
machines  of  every  kind,  for  the  uie  of  the 
Hofpital;  with  a  fkeleton,  and  a  few  other 
practical,  anatomical  preparations,  to  have 
recourfe  to  occafionally,  and  a  fuitable  col¬ 
lection  of  practical  books,  in  Latin,  French, 
and  Eriglifh,  kept  in  a  room  appropriated 
to  this  purpofe,  under  the  care  and  direction 
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of  the  Ho  ufe- Surgeon  ;  allowing  him  t® 
fhew  them  to  the  pupils,  under  due  reftric- 
lions  and  regulations.  By  theie  means 
thofe  who  are  emulous  and  ftudiouily  inch’*’ 
ned,  will  have  the  beft  opportunity  of  being 
properly  informed,  and  of  getting  clear 
and  adequate  ideas  of  the  things  elfentially 
neceffary  to  be  known,  to  regulate  their 
future  purfuils  and  pradiice  :  and  by  mak¬ 
ing  them  early  the  objedts  of  their  ftudy  and 
attention,  affifted  by  the  communications 
and  explanations  of  the  Gentlemen  intruft- 
.ed  with  this  part  of  their  education,  they 
may  receive  inexpreffible  advantages. 

The  expence  to  the  hofpital  fund,  in 
furnifliing  this  requilite  proviflon,  wou'd 
be  very  trifling,  compared  with  the  benefit 
that  I  humbly  conceive  would  accrue  from 
it,,  by  improving  and  diffufing  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Surgery  in  thefe  fundamentals, 
wherein  the  general  good  of  mankind 
is  fo  manifeftly  concerned  :  and  the  ledtures 
given,  by  the  Surgeons  of  Hofpitals,  to 
their  pupils,  upon  extraordinary  cafes,  de- 
monftrating  to  therp  the  reafons  of  their 
pradtice,  muft  prove  very  inftrudtive. 
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Before  and  fince  the  following  iheets 
were  fent  to  the  prefs,  I  have  proved  by 
experiments,  beyond  queftion,  that  the 
contents  of  the  three  incvfted  tumors  called 
Wens ,  going  under  the  denomination  of 
Steatoma ,  Atheroma ,  and  Meliceris ,  are  in- 
fpiffated  lymph,  appearing  under  different 
degrees  of  infpiiTation.— — -The  laft  expe¬ 
riment  I  made  was  before  a  Phyfician  and 
Surgeon,  upon  a  Meliceris ,  that  I  very  late¬ 
ly  took  off  a  perfon's  head  ;  on  which  part 
this  Species  of  tumor  is  mo  ft  frequently- 
found.  The  fluid  contained  in  it,  infpiffa- 
ted  with  heat  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  and 
the  cyft,  by  boiling  in  water,  foon  became 
white,  and  alrnoft  as  hard  as  horn. — And 
I  am  inclined  to  think  glandular  tumors 
generally  proceed  from  lymph. 
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A  cafe  of  a  fractured  fcull  in  an  old 

man. 


March  the  igth,  1749* 


M.  H.  a  robuft  labouring  Man,  aged  fix- 
#  ty-one,  received  a  blow  upon  his 
head,  with  the  end  of  a  rafter  :  he  inftantlr 
tell  down  deprived  of  fenfe  and  motion,  and 
was  carried  home  as  a  dead  man;  but  fhew- 
ed  figns  of  life  foon  after.  A  violent  Ecchy - 
mofts  appeared,  v/ithout  any  breach  of  the 

A  fkin  ; 
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fkin  ;  Upon  fcalping,  the  fame  day,  a  very 
extenfive  fradture  was  difcovered,  with  a 
great  comminution  and  depreffion  of  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  right  parietal  bone  :  as 
foon  as  the  haemorrhage  was  reftrained,  the 
trephine  was  applied,  and  it  was  found  ne- 
cefiary  to  make  fix  perforations,  in  order  to 
remove  the  fragments  and  depreffed  pieces 
cf  the  Cranium  then  in  view  ;  after  the  re¬ 
moval  of  them,  we  obferved  a  feparation  of 
the  Dura  Mater  from  the  Cranium ,  much 

beyond  the  perforations. 

»  *■ 

After  the  operation,  the  patient  was 
drefled  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  was  let  blood 
frequently,  and  kept  to  a  ftridt  regimen,  lax¬ 
atives  being  adminiftered  occafionally.  He 
recovered  his  fenfes  perfectly  in  about  ten 
days ;  the  wound  had  a  kind  afpedt,  and  the 
fymptomatic  fever  abated,  which  gave  us 
great  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

As  the  digeftion  advanced,  we  obferved  a 
farther  feparation  of  tire  Dura  Mater  from 
the  Cranium ,  at  the  fuperior  and  mod:  con¬ 
cave  part  of  the  parietal  bone,  which  conti¬ 
nued  as  far  as  the  inferior’  and  depending 

point. 
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point,  where  there  was  a  lodgement  of  mat¬ 
ter  at  every  dreffing  ;  the  difcharge  feemed 
now  more  than  a  well  conditioned  wound, 
of  that  apparent  fize,  ought  to  produce,  his 
pulfe  became  quicker,  with  great  reddefs- 
nefs,  and  foon  after  he  fed  into  a  Stupor ,  as 
at  firft. 

These  threatening  fymptoms  returning, 
and  growing  worfe  every  hour,  we  were  re¬ 
duced  to  great  difficulty,  to  know  how  to 
a£t  with  the  ftrongeft  probability  of  reliev¬ 
ing  our  patient,  but  upon  obferving  whence 
mod:  matter  proceeded  at  every  dreffing,  un¬ 
derneath  the  Cranium ,  at  length  we  refol- 
ved  to  remove  another  portion  of  the  fcalp, 
beginning  at  the  fuperior  part,  defcribing 
the  fegment  of  a  circle  towards  the  Occiput , 
and  fo  coming  round  to  the  inferior  part  of 
the  firft  incifion.  This  d:ep  difcovered  to 
us,  at  the  mod:  depending  part,  a  triangular 
fharp-pointed  fragment  of  the  Cranium , 
ftruck  into,  if  not  quite  through  the  Dura 
Mater,  whence  the  matter  had  idued  at 
every  dreffing,  for  three  or  four  days ;  and 
now  we  cou’d  alfo  difcern  fmall  filfures  ex- 

A  2  tending 
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tending,  in  various  diredions,  into  both 
frontal  and  temporal  bone. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  after  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation,  we  thought  it  mod  ad- 
vifeable  to  remove  the  whole  arch  of  bene,  • 
from  which  the  Dura  Mater  was  detached, 
as  has  been  deferibed,  which,  being  imprac¬ 
ticable  by  any  other  means,  was  effected  by 
feven  perforations  of  the  trephine,  on  April 
the  i  ft.  After  this  fecond  operation,  and 
extrading  the  triangular  piece  of  bone,  he 
grew  immediately  better,  and  every  bad 
fymptom  gradually  vanifhed. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  walk  two  miles  every  day  to 
be  drelfed ;  but  it  was  more  than  a  year 
before  the  cicatrice  was  perfeded  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  veficles  now  and  then  arofe,  broke, 
difeharged  a  little,  and  then  healed  without 
any  difficulty,  by  the  common  applications. 

The  fubftance  that  fupplied  the  lofs  of 
the  Cranium  never  entirely  offified,  but  in  a 
young  fubjed  probably  it  wou’d  have  ac¬ 
quired  fuch  a  degree  of  hardnefs,  or  folidity, 
as  conftitutes  bone* 
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In  order  to  guard  the  brain  againft  exter¬ 
nal  injuries,  he  conftantly  wore  a  thin  iron, 
or  tin  plate,  lined  with  fome  foft  material, 
as  long  as  he  lived  ;  following  his  ordinary 
laborious  employment  many  years,  till  he 
was  incapacitated  by  being  grievoufly  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  Hone  in  his  bladder ;  of 
which  difeafe  he  died,  and  was  buried  be¬ 
fore  I  received  intelligence  of  his  death,  or 
I  wou’d,  if  poffible,  have  obtained  leave  to 
have  infpeCted  his  head. 

Plate  I,  exhibits  a  view  of  this  fra&ure. 


Plate 
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Plate  I. 

* 

A,  A.  A,  The  extent  of  the  firft  operation 

performed  March  the  19th. 

B.  B.  B.  The  extent  of  the  fecond  opera* 

tion  performed  April  the  lft. 

C,  The  point  of  the  triangular  piece 
of  bone,  which  was  ftruck 
into  the  Dura  Mater ,  and 
difcovered  upon  the  fecond 
operation* 

That  kind  of  Trepan  called  the  Trephine  is  the 
moft  commodious,  and  it  is  now,  I  believe,  in  gene¬ 
ral  ufe  every  where. 


An 
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An  uncommon  cafe  of  a  fradlure  of 

the  fcull. 

June  the  24th,  1749. 

M  R.  J.  E.  of  T.  aged  about  thirty,  came 
to  my  houfe  when  I  happened  to  be 
from  home,  and  afked  a  gentleman  who 
lived  with  me,  to  drefs  a  fmall  wound  he 
had  received  in  the  middle  of  his  forehead, 
without  faying  how  it  happened ;  and  a 
plafter  was  accordingly  applied,  without  ex¬ 
amining  the  wound,  it  appearing  fo  very 
flight. 

I  was  called  to  him  three  days  after,  and 
found  him  in  a  Stupor ,  attended  with 
other  threatening  Symptoms.  Upon  exa¬ 
mining  the  wound,  which  was  indeed  very 
trifling  in  its  external  appearance,  my  probe 
pafled,  without  any  refiftance,  into  the  brain 
more  than  two  inches  ;  at  the  extremity  of 
which,  I  was  fenfible  of  touching  fome  fo- 
lid  body,  and  took  it  to  be  a  fragment  of 
the  internal  table  of  the  fcull,  after  having 
been  informed  how  the  accident  happened, 

which 


8  CASES  and  REMARKS 

•  \ 

which  was  by  the  breech-pin  of  a  gun^ 
when  the  barrel  flew  out  of  the  flock  upon 
dilcharging  it. 

I  scalped  him,  flopped  the  haemorrhage , 
with  the  needle  and  ligature,  and  trepan¬ 
ned  him  immediately,  making  two  perfora¬ 
tions  adjoining,  fearing  it  flaou’d  be  im¬ 
practicable  to  extraCt  the  fragments  thro5 
one,  which  might,  be  driven  into  the  brain. 
The  diameter  of  the  fraCture  of  the  exter¬ 
nal  table  was  of  no  larger  extent  than  the 
tail  of  the  breech-pin  but  one  of  the 
fragments  of  the  internal  table  was  almoft 
as  broad  as  a  {hilling,  much  too  big  to  have 
been  extracted  through  a  Angle  perforation . 

The  Stupor ,  &c.  went  off  foon  after  the 
operation,  and  he  recovered  his  fenfes  per¬ 
fectly  :  and  though  fome  portion  of  the 
brain  was  difcharged  at  every  drefiing,  the 
iymptoms  continued  fo  favourable  till  the 
eighteenth  day,  that  I  began  to  he  flattered 
with  hopes  of  his  recovery ;  but  the  Stupor , 
&c.  then  returned,  and  he  died  in  copvul- 
Aons  the  next  day. 

I  cou’d  not  obtain  leave  to  open  the  fcull 
after  the  patient’s  death,  to  examine  the 
brain,  &e0  Another 

t--  i:  <•  -  ■*  '  V*  ■'*  >•  43  '  **• 
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Another  cafe  of  a  fracture  of  the 

fcull  and  wound  of  tl 

*  .  •  »  * 

by  the  biee.ch-pin  of  a  gun  »  .  r 
three  inches  long,  which  was  lodged 
in  the  left  hemifphere  of  the  brain. 

"January  the  18th,  1763. 

A.  B.  a  gentleman’s  fervant,  about  nine-r 
#  teen  years  of  age,  difcharging  a  gun5 
the  breech-pin  flew  out  of  the  barrel,  en¬ 
tered  the  Os  Front  is,  including  part  of  the 
frontal  fmus,  and  funk  deep  into  the  brain, 
quite  out  of  fight,  near  an  inch  below  the 
internal  furface  of  the  fcull.  He  killed  the 
bird  he  fhot  at,  and  fell  himfelf  at  the  fame 
inftant ;  a  perfon  with  him  cried  out,  “  He 
is  dead”  $  to  which  he  immediately  anfwer- 
ed,  “  No,  I  am  not  dead,  come  and  help  me 
up.”  His  fenfes  were  not  in  the  leaft  im¬ 
paired,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  fet  upon  his 
legs,  he  walked  very  well. 


The 
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The  next  day  I  was  defired  to  meet  the 
Surgeon,  who  was  forthwith  called  to  him 
after  the  accident,  and  we  found  fome  of 
the  brain  in  the  wound.  His  underftand- 
ing  was  not  yet  affedted,  he  anfwered  all 
queftions  very  pertinently,  and  complained 
only  of  a  little  pain  in  his  head ;  but  vomi¬ 
ted  now  and  then,  and  had  a  depreffed 
pulfe.  When  we  had  deliberately  confide- 
red  all  circumflances,  we  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  to  fcalp  and  trepan  him  diredtly.  We 
made  two  perforations,  through  which  we 
eafily  extracted  fome  large  fragments  of  the 
bone,  and  thought  we  felt  another,  larger 
than  any  one  we  had  extracted,  lodged  much 
deeper  in  the  brain,  and  this  proved  to  be 
the  breech-nin,  that  we  were  not  the  leaf!: 
apprehenfive  of  finding  there.  The  wound 
was  then  dreffed,  and  the  patient  treated, 
according  to  the  ufual  rules  diredled  in  fuch 
cafes. 

Soon  after  the  operation,  the  pain 
of  his  head  went  almoft  entirely  off, 
the  vomiting  ceafed,  and  his  pulfe  grew 
ftronger.  His  fenfes  continued  perfedt  till 
the  eighth  day,  and  the  wound  externally 

had 
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had  no  unfavourable  afpedt,  as  the  Surgeon 
informed  me,  though  fome  of  the  brain  was 
evacuated  at  every  dreffing.  The  firft 
iymptom  fhewing  the  nervous  fyftem  af~ 
fedted,  was  a  dimnefs  of  light ;  foon  after  a 
total  blindnefs  fucceeded ;  next  day,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  to  that  which  was  wounded, 
he  became  paralytic,  and  the  other  was  con- 
vulfed  ;  the  day  after,  he  loft  his  fpeech, 
and  died  on  the  fourteenth  day. 


Lately  Mr.  Leath ,  a  Surgeon  of  chara&er  at  Acle 
in  Norfolk ,  gave  me  thehiftory  of  a  cafe  which  end¬ 
ed  happily,  wherein  the  breech-pin  of  the  gun  en¬ 
tered  the  Os  Frontis ,  and  wounded  the  brain,  but 
was  not  loft  in  it  as  in  the  preceding  cafe. 
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A  fraUure  upon  the  Os  Frontis, 
attended  with  an  eryfipelatous  tu¬ 
mor  of  an  enormous  fize. 

Augujt  the  3d,  1754. 

HE  wife  of  T.  H.  of  H.  aged  about 
fifty,  of  a  ftrong  conftitution  and  bi¬ 
lious  habit,  received  this  accident  by  a  ftone 
thrown  with  great  force:  the  wound  tho* 
inconfiderable  was  immediately  ftitched, 
and  the  cafe,  in  all  refpedts,  treated  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  Surgery. 

I  was  called  to  her  on  the  eighth  day  af¬ 
ter  the  accident,  and  found  an  eryfipelatous 
tumor,  partly  emphyfematous,  had  feized 
her  head,  face,  and  neck,  to  the  greateft  de¬ 
gree  I  had  ever  feen  $  thofe  parts  were  as 
much  fwelled  as  in  the  moft  confluent  kind 
of  fmall-pox,  the  fever  ran  very  high,  fhe 
was  delirious,  breathed  very  fhort  with 
great  labour  and  difficulty,  and  indeed  I 
thought  fhe  coud  not  have  lived  till  the 
next  day.  I  difcovered  afradture  with  my 
probe,  which  eafily  paffed  a  good  way  round 

about 
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about  upon  the  fcull,  the  fcalp  being  quite 
feparated  from  it.  I  made  a  longitudinal 
incifion,  but  did  not  venture  to  remove  the 
fcalp,  under  thefe  circumftances,  to  inform 
myfelf  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  frac¬ 
ture.  As  yet,  no  evacuations  had  been 
made,  and  every  rational  means  of  relief 
had  been  negleCted. 

i 

Repeated  bleeding,  as  her  ftrength 
would  bear,  lenient  purgatives,  nitrous  me¬ 
dicines  with  camphire,  the  plentiful  ufe  of 
diluents,  &c.  with  fcarifications  and  proper 
topics,  gave  her  relief  in  a  few  days,  beyond 
expectation  :  I  then  removed  a  fuflicient 
portion  of  the  fcalp  to  bring  the  fraCture  in 
view,  applied  the  trephine,  and  found  much 

_  i 

extravafated  blood  upon  the  Dura  Mater , 
which  was  in  an  inflamed  Rate.  Bleeding, 
lenient  purgatives,  &c.  were  occafionally 
continued  after  the  operation.  It  was  a 
long  time  before  the  appeared  out  of  dan¬ 
ger,  and  was  recovered  with  the  utmofl:  dif¬ 
ficulty. 


In 
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In  a  Tingle  perforation  of  the  fcull  after  trepanning, 
I  have  often  found  the  plate  of  lead,  defcribed  and 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Bellojle ,  in  his  Hofpital 
Surgeon,  of  fignal  fervice  in  keeping  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter  fufficiently  depreflfed  ;  by  which  the  growth  of 
fungous  flefh  from  thence,  through  the  perforation, 
will  be  eafily  prevented,  and  the  difcharge  of  any 
kind  of  fluid  facilitated,  that  may  happen  to  be 
lodged  between  thefcuil  and  that  membrane:  I  ne- 

O  ^ 

ver  faw  any  inconveniencies  arife  from  the  ufe  of  it; 
but  dreadful  confequences  mayjuftlybe  apprehended 
from  cutting  oflF  fungus,  or  deftroying  it  with  efcha- 
rotics,  in  thefe  cafes.  By  a  piece  of  card  laid  over 
the  ears  of  the  plate,  raifed  a  little  above  the  fuperfl- 
cies  of  the  fcull,  the  preflure  may  be  regulated  to  a 
due  degree, with  acomprefs  and  the  common  bandage, 
or  with  ftrips  of  common  plafter  applied  crucially 
over  the  wound,  which  are  preferable,  without  any 
other  bandage  than  to  contain  the  neceflary  applica¬ 
tions.  The  firfl:  time  I  performed  this  operation,  I 
found  the  fame  inconvenience  followed  it,  which  i 
fuppofe  put  Bellojie  upon  inventing  this  plate,  and 
ufed  it  feveral  times,  without  knowing  it  had  been 
ufed  by  any  Surgeon  before. 
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A  cafe  in  which  the  trepan  was 
fuccefsfully  applied  to  the  occipital 
bone. 

HE  Reverend  Mr.  Baker ,  of  He  den- 
ham,  a  very  worthy  divine,  in  the  fif¬ 
ty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  of  a  robuft  confti- 
tution  and  fanguine  complexion,  by  a  fall 
from  his  horfe  running  away  with  him, 
July  the  i  ith,  1757,  received  one  large  and 
extenfive  fifiure,  in  a  right  line  downwards, 
from  near  the  fuperior  angle  of  the  occipital 
bone,  and  another  as  fmall  as  a  hair,  diver¬ 
ging  at  an  acute  angle,  about  an  inch  from 
the  top  of  the  large  one,  on  the  left  fide  of 
it,  extending  almoft  to  the  lambdoidal  fu¬ 
ture. 

He  was  taken  up  fpeechlefs  and  fenfelefs, 
the  Stupor  went  off,  in  a  great  meafure,  up¬ 
on  fcalping  and  plentiful  bleeding  ;  a  fever 
foon  followed,  attended  with  delirious  fymp- 
toms  at  times,  with  an  appearance  of  the 
intellectual  faculties  being  much  impaired, 
though  not  entirely  abolished ;  but  he  cou’d 
recollect  nothing  of  what  had  happened  re¬ 
lative  to  the  accident. 


Many 
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Many  circumftances  concurred  to  delay 
the  ufe  of  the  trepan  till  the  eleventh  day 
after  the  accident,  when  it  being  unani- 
moufly  agreed  upon  in  confultation,  by  Doc¬ 
tor  Bennet,  of  Norwich ,  MefTrs.  Cooper , 
Mannings  and  Lewis ,  of  Bungay  in  Suffolk , 
Surgeons,  With  myfelf,  and  contented  to  by 
the  perfons  nearly  concerned*  a  Angle  per¬ 
foration  of  the  bone  was  made,  including  a 
fmall  part  of  the  capillary  fiflure  as  well  as 
the  other,  without  any  ill  accident  attend¬ 
ing  the  operation  :  we  bore  in  mind  this  ex¬ 
cellent  maxim  in  Surgery,  Fejiina  lente,  ex¬ 
amining  the  Sulcus  frequently  with  a  probe, 
or  quill  cut  like  a  pick-tooth,  to  obferve 
where  the  faw  had  cut  through ;  and  when 
the  piece  was  moveable,  holding  by  one 
third  or  fourth  of  its  circumference,  we 
thought  it  moft  advifeable  to  raife  it  up 
with  the  Elevator  ;  the  Dura  Mater  then 
appeared  highly  inflamed,  looking  of  a  duf- 
ky  red,  much  like  a  lump  of  coagulated 
blood.  We  afterwards,  with  fmall  go  a  - 
gesfe  carving  and  engraving  tools,  enlarged 
the  lower  part  of  the  fiflure,  where  we  per¬ 
ceived  an  ifluing  of  a  fetid  gleet,  like  what 
was  difcharged  through  the  perforation, 

from 
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from  between  the  Dura  Mater  and  the  Cra¬ 
nium  ;  and  apprehending  they  had  a  com¬ 
munication,  we  lhou’d  have  looked  upon 
it  as  juftifiable  practice,  to  have  made  one 
dr  two  perforations  more  with  the  trepan, 
towards  that  point,  had  not  the  fymptoms 
abated. 

He  had  a  variety  of  fymptoms  both  be¬ 
fore  and  after  the  operation,  fhewing  the 
nervous  fyftem  greatly  difordered  ,  but  we 
cou’d  not  precifely  determine  what  part  of 
the  Encephalon  was  moft  affedted :  before 
the  operation  he  conftantly  complained  of 
much  pain  upon  the  tides  and  fore  part  of 
his  head,  which  was  accompanied  with  the 
moft  intenfe  degree  of  heat  perceptible  by 
our  touch,  and  which  was  not  fenfibly  aba¬ 
ted  by  copious  bleeding,  the  obfervance  of 
an  exadt  regimen,  &c.  About  fix  hours  af¬ 
ter  the  operation,  he  gave  fignal  evidence  of 
the  return  of  his  fenfes,  in  recolledting  and 
clearly  relating  the  circumftances  of  the  ac¬ 
cident  ;  and  the  pain  and  heat  of  his  head 
foon  abated :  ftill  many  threatening  fymp¬ 
toms  continued,  and  new  ones  arofe ;  among 
the  reft,  a  Spafmus  cynicus  on  the  left  fide, 

B  with 
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with  a  remarkable  finking  and  dulnefs,  or 
want  of  luftre  of  the  right  eye  at  the  fame 
time,  both  of  which  proved  of  fhort  dura¬ 
tion. 

* 

After  plentiful  bleeding,  the  frequent 
repetition  of  lenient  purgatives,  a  regular 
life  of  cooling  remedies,  and  keeping  him 
ftriCtly  to  a  foft  liquid  diet,  it  was  thought 
proper,  on  account  of  febrile  fymptoms 
which  Increafcd  periodically,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  blackifh  Hough  upon  the  Du¬ 
ra  Mater>  to  give  the  Bark,  joining  Rhubarb 
with  it  to  prevent  coftivenefs. 

About  a  fortnight  after  the  operation, 
we  began  to  conceive  great  hopes  of  his  re¬ 
covery  ;  in  October  the  wound  was  con¬ 
tracted  Into  the  compafs  of  a  fontanel,  and 
kept  open  at  the  bottom  as  fuch  ;  his  intel¬ 
lects  were  perfeCt,  he  was  able  to  take  the 
air  in  his  chariot,  and  his  health  daily  im¬ 
proved.  He  lived  feveral  years  after,  and 
enjoyed  as  good  health,  as  he  had  done  for 
many  before* 

In  this  cafe,  we  wanted  circumftantial 
and  well  warranted  precedents,  to  enforce 

the 
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the  application  of  the  trepan,  and  fatisfy  all 
parties  concerned,  of  the  propriety  and  ne« 
ceffity  of  it,  upon  the  occipital  bone.  It  is 
to  be  wifhed  that  Writers  of  approved  cha¬ 
racter,  who  have  treated  this  fubjeCt,  had 
farther  eoniidered  a  point  of  fo  much  im¬ 
portance  to  furgery  ;  for  the  Dura  Mater 
may  be  fo  injured,  that  though  the  Cerebel¬ 
lum  has  received  no  immediate  hurt,  whence, 
it  is  fuppofed,  death  wou’d  inftantly  enfue, 
yet,  without  trepanning,  the  patient  muft 
inevitably  perifh  :  and  this  appearing  to  be 
the  ftate  of  the  cafe  before  us,  had  the  ha¬ 
zard  of  the  operation  been  much  greater, 
we  fhou’d  have  thought  ourfelves  juftified 
in  the  practice. 

\ 

The  objections  which  have  been  made 
againft  it,  are,  a  great  difficulty  of  perfora¬ 
ting  the  bone,  on  account  of  the  unequal 
thicknefs  of  it,  the  danger  of  wounding  the 
Cerebellum ,  and  of  opening  a  Sinus .  Shou’d 
the  latter  happen  we  have  inftances  of  its 
not  proving  mortal  5  and  upon  a  ftriCt  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  bone,  we  believe,  it  will 
appear  that  few  parts  of  it  have  fuch  an  in¬ 
equality,  in  the  circular  compafs  of  the 

B  2  faw. 
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faw,  as  to  be  more  than  a  little  thicker  in 
one  part  than  the  other ;  from  which  con- 
fi  deration,  and  the  Cerebellum  and  Sinufes 
being  well  defended  by  fo  thick  a  mem¬ 
brane  as  the.  Dura  Mater ,  we  are  encoura¬ 
ged  to  hope,  that  a  cautious  Operator  may 
fucceed  without  injuring  either ;  but  he 
fliou’d  be  well  acquainted  with  the  ftrudture 
of  the  bone  and  the  refpeftive  lituation  of 
the  parts,  proceeding  with  the  utmoft  cir- 
cumlpedlion  and  prudence,  where  the  prac¬ 
tice  may  not  yet  be  thought  fufiiciently  au¬ 
thorized. 

I  have  fince  trepanned  the  occipital  bone  with  fafety, 
®ver  the  right  lateral  firms ,  and  the  piece  taken  out  wag 
a  great  deal  thicker  in  one  part  than  the  other. 

See  Med.  Mufeum,  Numb.  55,  in  which  are  related 
two  cafes,  of  the  operation  having  been  performed  with 
fuccefs,  upon  the  occipital  bone  3  and  one  in  Numb.  6© 
of  that  periodical  work. 

Vid.  ’Jacobi  Bontii  Obferv.  vi. 

Deinligni  Cranii  FraCtura. 

This  lingular  and  very  dreadful  accident  happened  to 
a  Sailor,  through  carelefsnefs,  as  he  was  employed  in 
cleaning  and  careening  the  Ship  3  having  his  head  in¬ 
clined  to  his  work,  it  was  crufhed  between  the  fhip 
and  the  boat  he  was  in,  by  the  impulfe  of  a  wave  3  and 
though  great  part  of  the  occipital  bone  was  extracted 
In  fragments,  at  different  times,  almoft  as  far  as  the  Fo¬ 
ramen  magnum ,  yet  he  was  perfectly  cured  in  about  fix 
months,  by  Bontius  and  another  eminent  practitioner, 
beyond  their  expectation. 
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A  fiflure  upon  the  Os  temporale , 
&*c.  attended  with  uncommon  cir- 
cumftances,  in  which  trepanning 
happily  fucceeded. 


'* June  the  5  th,  1763. 

T\/T  R.  D4  J.  of  F.  a  Gentleman  of  great 
eminence  in  the  law,  about  55  years  of 
age,  and  of  a  vigorous  conftitution  and  aflive 
difpoiition,  riding  too  brifkly,  as  he  was 
wont  to  do,  his  horfe  fell,  and  he  was  tak^n 
up  by  his  fervant  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute  in- 
fenlibility,  and  immediately  conveyed  to 
the  neareft  houfe  of  accommodation,  where 
a  Phyfician  and  two  Surgeons  attended  him 
as  foon  as  poffible. 


The  next  day  I  was  called  to  a  confulta- 
tion,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  fcalp  him 
forthwith,  removing  a  portion  of  the  tem¬ 
poral  mufcle,' that  was  moft  violently  con- 
tufed  ;  under  which  we  found  the  pericra~ 
nium  quite  feparated  from  the  bone,  and  a 
filfure  extending  obliquely  and  laterally  to 
the  parietal  bone.  In  fcalping  we  dclign- 
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edly  included  a  branch  of  the  temporal  ar¬ 
tery,  fuffering  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  to  flow  from  thence.  The  day  fol-r 
lowing  he  was  trepanned ;  the  Dura  Mater 
was  found  detached  from  the  fcull,  having 
evidently  the  appearance  of  an  incipient  in¬ 
flammation,  but  no  extravafation  was  difco- 
vered. 

;  v  .  s 

\  , 

Very  threatening  fymptoms  ftill  continu¬ 
ing,  the  patient  conftantly  lying  either  in  a 
lethargic  or  delirious  ftate,  attended  with 
fpaftnodic  affeftions,  and  a  very  irregular 
pulfe ;  and  feeing  the  operation,  frequent 
bleeding,  other  evacuations,  &c.  brought 
no  fenfible  relief,  another  confultation  was 

f’ 

held  a  few  days  after,  conflfting  of  two 
Phyficians  and  four  Surgeons ;  the  refult  of 
which  was,  that  fcalping  {hou’d  be  farther 
and  amply  extended  diredtly.  The  next 
day  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  all  met  a- 
gain,  and  unanimoufly  agreed  that  a  fecond 
perforation  fhou’d  be  made,  contiguous  to 
the  firft,  the  fifliire  purfued,  and  more  per¬ 
forations  made,  if  occafion  required  $  but 
upon  the  mo  A:  accurate  infpedtion  of  the 
parts  after  doing  this,  we  determined  to 
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defid,  though  in  the  extent  of  the  fcalping, 
we  had  ufed  the  precaution  of  fufficiently 
providing  for  more  perforations,  fhou’d  fuch 
meafures  have  been  found  neceffary. 

After  the fecond operation,  venefeCtion. 
was  dill  continued  as  freely  as  the  patient’s 
ftrength  wou’d  allow,  with  a  drift  obferv- 
ance  of  all  other  advifable  rules,  as  before 
directed.  The  very  alarming  iymptoms 
gradually  abated,  and  in  about  a  month  he 
appeared  in  a  condition  to  be  removed  to 
Norwich  with  fafety,  for  the  greater  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  condant  attendance  of  the 
Phyficians ;  and  then,  at  his  own  defire 
and  his  relations,  the  care  of  him,  in  the 
part  of  furgery,  devolved  upon  me  fingly* 
As  this  cafe  was  circumdanced,  it  appeared 
to  me  a  point  of  great  confequence,  that  one 
of  the  Phyficians,  if  not  both,  fhou’d  al¬ 
ways  attend  at  the  times  of  dreffing,  for  the 
patient’s  benefit  and  my  own  fatisfaftion. 

A  fever  dill  fubfided  after  his  removal, 
more  or  lefs ;  fometimes  accompanied  with 
delirious  fymptoms,  which  nothing  but 
bleeding  wou’d  effectually  remove.  He  fe- 
veral  times  manifedly  hurt  hirofelf,  with 

attention 
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attention  to  bufinefs,  iriereafing  his  fevei^ 
and  bringing  on  thofe  alarming  fymptoms 
by  that  means,  notwithftanding  our  repeat¬ 
ed  and  moft  earned:  caution  againft  it.  He 
frequently  complained  of  an  uncommon 
pain  in  his  head,  to  a  degree  in  proportion 
to  the  intenfenefs  of  the  febrile  fymptoms^ 
which  proceeded  from  the  temple,  going 
off  in  curves  above  and  below,  tending  to, 
and  terminating  at  the  Occiput ,  according 
to  his  own  manner  of  defending  it,  when 
he  was  perfect  in  his  underftanding. 

Mor  e  than  two  hundred  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  away  during  the  cure,  and  a- 
bpve  a  hundred  of  them  in  the  firft  week 
after  the  accident ;  but  n ot  w  ithfta n ding 
this  copious  bleeding,  and  a  very  liberal 
ufe  of  diluents,  attenuants  and  laxatives,  the 
blood  acquired  the  thickeft  buff-coloured 
fize  we  ever  faw ;  which  was  generally  ob- 
ferved  to  be,  after  the  firft  few  days,  from 
i  to  J  of  an  inch  thick  ^  once  I  meafured  it 
exa&ly,  and  found  it  wanted  but  little  of 
an  inch  ;  and  it  had  fuch  a  ftrong  cohefion, 
that  by  a  part  of  it  very  little  bigger  than  a 
firaw,  the  whole  crafj'amentum  cou’d  be 
lifted  up  out  of  the  bafon. 

There 
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There  was  fuch  an  exquifite  fenfibility 
in  the  wound,  that  he  cou’d  not  bear  the 
necedarv  degree  of  predure  by  bandage,  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  luxuriant  flefh  ;  in¬ 
deed  he  complained  much  of  the  flighted: 
bandage  imaginable,  ferving  only  to  retain 
the  dreffings,  without  any  evident  reafon 
from  the  afpedt  of  the  wound ;  and  this 
proved  a  great  inconvenience  in  the  cure  of 
it,  laying  me  under  a  neceffity  of  taking 
fuch  deps  as  I  wou’d  willingly  have  avoided. 

Upon  the  riling  of  the  exfoliations,  the 

s 

pulfation  of  the  new-made  arteries  thruding 
them  off,  was  very  vifible  to  the  naked  eye. 
This  uncommon  phenomenon  attracted  our 
particular  notice  and  attention  ;  and  we 
alfo  viewed  thefe  vedels  with  glades  for  our 
farther  fatisfaftion  in  fuch  a  curious  mat¬ 
ter,  which  afforded  us  great  pleafure,  having 
never  before  had  an  opportunity  of  fo  clear¬ 
ly  viewing  this  wonderful  operation  of  na¬ 
ture.  On  a  part  of  the  parietal  bone  up¬ 
wards,  at  the  didance  of  near  an  inch  from 
the  fecond  perforation,  where  we  cou’d  not 
difcern  the  lead  mark  of  Injury,  even  by 
the  drifted  examination  with  the  bed 
glades  immediately  after  fcalping,  though 
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we  fcraped  the  bone  well  and  fpunged  it 
quite  dry ;  yet  a  piece  of  the  whole  fub- 
ftance  of  the  Cranium,  about  half  an  inch 
in  diameter,  was  there  caft  off ;  through 
the  middle  of  which  we  obferved  a  hole 
running  horizontally,  which  wou’d  admit  a 
crow’s  quill,  giving  paffage  to  a  blood-veffeh 

About  the  beginning  of  October  he 
was  able  to  take  the  air  in  a  chariot,  and 
went  home  on  the  25th  of  that  month, 
free  from  any  material  complaint  except 
weaknefs,  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
length  of  his  illnefs,  confinement,  &c.  the 
exfoliation  was.  then  completed,  and  the 
cicatrization  of  the  wound  nearly  fo,  w7hich 
was  likewife  perfected  foon  after,  without 
any  breaking  of  the  cicatrice  afterwards  : 
and  in  a  reafonable  time  he  recovered  his 
health,  ftrength,  and  mental  faculties,  all 
which  he  now  enjoys  as  well  as  before  the 
accident,  without  the  leaf!  uneafinefs  in  his 
head,  and  fays  he  thinks  his  health  is  im¬ 
proved  in  fome  refpedts  :  But  the  imminent 
danger  he  has  efcaped,  I  hear,  has  not  pro¬ 
ved  admonition  fufficient  to  warn  him 
againfl  riding  too  defperately* 
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It  is  highly  probable  that  the  refolute  perfeverance 
>n  bleeding,  greatly  contributed  to  the  prefervation  ©f 
this  Gentleman’s  life.- - Serjeant  Wifeman  has  re¬ 

corded  a  very  memorable  and  pertinent  cafe,  in  his  ex¬ 
cellent  Works,  Book  5,  Chap.  9,  Obferv.  io* 
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A  fracture  of  the  fcull,  with  frag¬ 
ments  depreffed  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  in  which  trepanning  fhoiTd 
have  been  immediately  performed, 
to  have  given  the  patient  a  chance 
for  his  life. 

March  the  19th,  1758. 

pT*  B.  of  P.  a  healthy  lad,  as  he  was  dri- 
9  ving  a  cart  early  in  the  morning,  with 
unmanageable  horfes,  had  his  head  crufhed 
between  a  wall  and  the  foreftool  of  the  cart. 
Towards  Evening  on  the  2 2d  I  was  called 
to  meet  the  Surgeons  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  from  the  beginning;  but  they  not 
being  acquainted  with  accidents  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  the  neceffary  fteps  were  omitted.  The 
patient  foon  became  comatofe,  vomited,  had 
frequent  fpafms  affefting  different  parts  ; 
and  now  the  wound  had  a  very  ill  afpedt, 
difcharging  a  fetid  gleet. 

After  an  ample  removal  of  the  fcalp, 
we  difcovered  an  extenfive  fradture,  with 
great  comminution  of  the  right  parietal 
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bene ;  and  there  appeared  no  poffibility  of 
extracting  or  railing  the  deprelTed  fragments 
of  the  fcull,  which  were  firmly  fixed,  and 
funk  confiderably  below  the  bone,  forming 
in  the  centre  a  concave  nearly  equal  to  the 
natural  convexity  of  it.  With  a  pick  tooth, 
we  cou’d  find  that  the  internal  furfaces  of 
the  broken  pieces  were  much  larger  than 
the  external,  and  which  appeared  fo,  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner,  upon  viewing 
them  after  trepanning  :  and  as  they  con¬ 
tained  a  great  extent  of  the  internal  table 
underneath  where  the  external  remained 
entire,  an  attempt  to  have  removed  them, 
without  making  feveral  perforations,  as  de- 
feribed  in  PL  2.  might  not  only  have  pro¬ 
ved  difficult,  or  even  impracticable,  but 
probably  have  farther  injured  the  fubjacent 
parts,  which  had  evidently  buffered  very 
much. 

All  circumftances  having  been  delibe¬ 
rately  confidered  by  us,  though  there  ap¬ 
peared  but  little  reafon  to  hope  for  faving 
the  patient’s  fife  by  trepanning,  yet  we  were 
unanimoufly  induced  to  propofe  it,  feeing 
that  he  muft  inevitably  perifh  without,  and 
followed  Celfuss  rule  $  “  Anceps  remedium 

melius 
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melius  quam  nullum  ”  After  a  true  repre- 
lentation  of  the  matter  to  his  father,  mother, 
and  others  nearly  concerned,  and  having 
their  approbation  and  confent  to  proceed  as 
we  thought  moft  advifeable,  at  the  defire  of 
the  other  Surgeons,  who  had  never  done  or 
feen  this  operation,  I  performed  it  diredtly, 
without  any  more  lofs  of  time,  having  flopped 
the  haemorrhage  by  ligature  upon  the  fcalping, 
with  that  view.  I  made  four  perforations, 
as  defcribed  in  the  place  before  mentioned, 
which  gave  room  to  extrafb  the  fragments 
of  the  bone  with  great  facility  ;  under  which 
we  found  the  Dura  Mater  wounded,  lace¬ 
rated,  and  mortified,  with  a  great  quantity 
of  extravafated  fluids  excefiively  offenfive, 
and  a  fplinter  of  wood,  about  an  inch  long, 
and  half  an  inch  broad,  that  was  forced 
through  the  coronal future . 

Soon  after  removing  the  fragments  of 
the  fcull,  &c.  drefiing  the  wound  in  the 
ufual  gentle  manner,  and  applying  eafy  com- 
prefs  and  bandage,  he  fpoke  fenfibly^  an- 

f* 

fwered  many  queftions  rationally  and  perti¬ 
nently,  which  he  was  not  able  to  do  before, 
and  nourifliment  now  flayed  in  his  ftomach  ; 
but  this  fcene  was  foon  changed ;  about 

midnight 


in  SURGERY. 


3* 

midnight  he  began  to  talk  incoherently, 
foon  after  totally  loft  his  fenfes,  became  le¬ 
thargic  again,  and  paralytic  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  dying  next  day  in  ftrong  convulfions. 

Immediately  after  his  death,  we  exa¬ 
mined  the  parts,  and  found  the  Pia  Mater 
and  brain  itfelf  in  a  mortified  ftate,  as  well 
as  the  Dura  Mater . 


Ex- 
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Explanation  of  P  l  a  t  e  II. 

A.  A.  A.  Ao  rcprefent  the  fraCture,  and 

the  neceffary  perforati¬ 
ons  made  in  the  fcull  to 
facilitate  the  extraction 
of  the  fragments. 

B.  B.  B.  B.  B.  B.  fhew  the  fragments  fepa- 

rately,  the  darkened  parts 
of  them  denoting  the 
breaking  off  at  the  Dip- 
loe,  and  the  greater  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  internal  than 
external  furfaces  of  them, 

C  the  piece  of  wood  that  was 
forced  through  the  fcull 
at  the  Coronal  Suture . 

D.  the  exad:  figure  and  dimen- 
fions  of  the  breech-pin 
of  the  gun  mentioned  in 
cafe  the  third. 


i 


The 


* 


s  l 


V 


\ 


t  % 


'  \  ' 


f  • 


I 


I 


/ 


I 


r 

\ 


/  . 


< 


*  \ 


A 


1 


f 


* 


t 


33 


in  SURGERY. 

.  r  * 

The  unfortunate  preceding  cafe 
and  the  following,  afford  cogent  ar¬ 
guments  for  the  ftriffeft  examination 
at  firft,  and  for  performing  the  ope¬ 
ration  without  delay,  as  it  is  neither 
difficult  nor  dangerous  in  its  own 

2D 

nature. 

W  H I L  S  T  I  was  with  a  Gentleman  of 
great  ikili  and  experience  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  in  the  month  of  April ,  1758,  upon 
another  occaiion,  an  accident  on  the  fame 
part  of  the  head,  and  iimilar  to  the  prece¬ 
ding  in  many  circumftances,  happened  to  a 
child  about  three  years  old,  upon  whom  he 
performed  the  operation  about  two  hours 
after,  making  four  perforations  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  deferibed  in  the  laft  mentioned  cafe, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  proper  depend¬ 
ence  fpr  difeharge  of  the  matter,  which 
fhou’d  always  be  particularly  attended  to  in 
this  operation.  After  removing  the  loofe 
fragments  of  the  fcull,  leaving  the  Dura 
Mater ,  in  all  appearance,  free  from  oppref- 

C  lion. 
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fion,  we  applied  to  it  a  piece  of  fine  linen 
cloth  dipped  into  a  foft  vulnerary  balfam, 
conveying  over  it  a  perforated  leaden  plate, 
exadlly  under  the  edge  of  the  Cranium  $ 
which,  in  feveral  inftances,  I  have  found 
very  beneficial  both  in  fupplying  the  pref- 
fure  of  the  loft  bone,  and  allowing  a  ready 
exit  to  extravafated  blood,  collected  between 
it  and  the  membrane. 

The  child  had  a  good  night  after  the 
operation,  and  was  brifk  and  lively  the  next 
morning,  nor  had  he  any  concomitants  of 
an  opprefted  brain  for  the  Ipace  of  three 
weeks,  when  he  fuddenly  fell  into  convulfi- 
ons,  and  died  in  a  fhort  time,  to  the  Sur¬ 
geon's  great  furprife,  who  had  not  obferved 
the  leaft  ill  appearance  in  the  wound.  Soon 
after  the  patient's  death,  he  accurately  in- 
Ipefted  the  head,  and  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ftance  from  the  perforations,  another  part 
of  the  fcull  was  found  a  little  deprefted, 
with  an  extravafation  of  blood  under  it, 
whence  proceeded  the  fatal  iymptoms. 
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A  cafe  in  which,  after  trepanning, 
the  Dura  Mater  was  fuccefsfully 


on  account  of  a  ferous  ex  - 


travafation. 

T  AST  year  I  was  defired  by  Mr.  Swift , 

a  Surgeon  of  eminence  in  the  City  of 
Norwich,  where  I  then  refided,  to  affiffc 
him  in  this  operation,  three  days  after  the 
accident.  Upon  making  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  perforations  with  the  trephine,  and 
removing  a  large  deprefied  piece  of  the  right 
parietal  bone,  we  found  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  a  ferous  or  lymphatic  fluid, 
collected  under  the  Dura  Mater,  which, 
by  prefling  with  our  fingers,  bubbled  up 
through  many  fmall  holes,  made  by  its  vio¬ 
lent  detachment  from  the  fcull.  We  agreed 
upon  opening  this  membrane  more  than  an 
inch,  with  a  pair  of  fine  fciffars,  for  the  free 
evacuation  of  this  extravafated  fluid,  and 
the  patient  recovered,  by  the  common  treat¬ 
ment,  without  any  threatening  fymptoms 
fupervening  ;  and  thofe  which  attended  be¬ 
fore  the  operation,  vaniflied  foon  after.  I 
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have  feen  feme  other  inftances  of  the  good 
effedt  of  opening  this  membrane  in  extra- 
vafations. 

What  has  been  faid  upon  this  fubjedt  of 
fradtures  of  the  fcull,  &c.  in  my  treatife  on 

wounds.  Part  II.  relating  to  the  various  ac¬ 
cidents  happening  to  the  head,  may  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  occalionally. 
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Of  an  enormous  Hydrocephalus , 
attended  with  very  lingular  circum- 
ftances. 

TOURING  my  abode  in  London  the  win¬ 
ter  of  the  year  1758,  in  my  return 
from  Bath ,  1  frequently  vifited  the  Hofpi- 
tals,  and  (hall  always  retain  a  remembrance, 
and  a  grateful  fenfe,  of  the  civilities  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  my  brethren  presiding  in  thofe 
fchools  of  Surgery. 

After  having  been  one  day  at  Guy  s 
Hofpital,  by  a  kind  invitation  from  Mr. 
Warner ,  upon  an  extraordinary  occafion, 
he  carried  me  to  Bridewell  near  Fleetjlreety 
to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
above-mentioned  wonderful  cafe.  The 
child  was  nine  months  old,  and  foon  after  its 
birth  fome  appearance  of  the  difeafe  was 
difcovered,  but  in  all  other  refpedts  he  feem- 
ed  healthy.  He  took  his  food  very  well, 
throve  with  it,  and  (hewed  as  much  know¬ 
ledge  and  vivacity  as  children  of  that  age 
ufually  do,  till  a  few  days  before  its  death,  as 

C  3  the 
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the  woman  who  had  the  care  of  him,  and 
whom  I  interrogated  in  a  particular  manner, 
allured  me^  and  that  he  then  became  fud- 
denly  very  dull  and  ftupid,  taking  no  notice 
of  any  thing,  and  died  in  convulfions. 

The  head  meafured  in  circumference  29 

inches,  and  at  a  depending  pundture  made 

* 

by  Mr.  Warner ,  at  the  back  part  with  a 
large  trocar,  he  drew  off  fix  pints  and  a 
half,  beer~meafure,  of  a  limpid  fluid  in  a 
full  ftream,  which  had  a  remarkable  tranf- 
parency,  and  brightnefs  Like  a  ftream  of 
quickfiiver.  This  fluid  did  not  appear  of  a 

lymphatic  nature,  by  infpifiating  with  heat^ 

*  ' 

I  evaporated  a  fpoonful  of  it  over  a  candle, 
and  nothing  remained  but  a  very  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  a  terrene,  taftelefs  matter ;  which 
experiment  fufficiently  proved  it  to  be  an 
aqueous  fluid. 

This  difeafe  began  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain,  and  the  fluid  gradually  increafing,  dif- 
-  tended  not  only  the  membranes,  but  the 
brain  itfelf,  into  a  kind  of  bag,  the  whole 
ihicknefs  of  which,  including  the  fcalp,  did 
mi  exceed  4  or  5  doubles  of  brown  paper. 
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even  where  fome  bone  was  found*  which 
indeed  had  fcarce  the  folidity  of  cartilage. 

A  short  time  before  the  child’s  death, 
a  rafh  and  daring  pretender  to  Surgery, 
wou’d  have  adventured  to  open  the  head  ; 
but  had  he  been  permitted  to  do  fo,  it  is 
not  the  leaft  to  be  doubted,  for  very  obvious 
reafons,  that  death  wou’d  have  immediately 
enfued  fuch  a  bold  and  injudicious  an  at¬ 
tempt.  ( a ) 

There  is  a  fpurious  kind  of Hydrocepha - 
lusy  much  of  the  nature  of  the  Spina  bifida > 
appearing  on  the  lower  part  of  the  occiput , 
like  a  bladder  of  water,  underneath  which 
there  is  a  deficience  of  bone.  Opening 
this  tumor  wou’d,  in  all  probability,  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  fatal  confequences,  as 
opening  that  in  the  Spina  bifida .  (  b) 

A 

( a )  Dodfor  Hunter  has  in  his  poffefiion  feveral 
heads  that  were  fo  difeafed ;  but  I  do  not  know  we 
have  a  hiftory  of  one  equal  in  fize  to  this  in  a  child 

fo  young. - Ruyfch  in  his  Thefaurus  Anatomicus  has 

a  furprifing  figure  of  one,  in  a  Fcetus  of  6  or  7 
months. 

( b )  Many  Obfervators  take  notice  of  the  Spina  bi- 
fida ,  but  more  particularly  Ruyfch  and  Tulpius .-  — — 
Dodtor  Mackenzie ,  a  celebrated  teacher  of  Midwifery 
in  London ,  (hewed  me  fome  years  ago,  among  other 

curious 


40  CASES  and  REMARKS 

curious  things,  a  recent  Spina  bifida  of  a  child  of 
four  months  old,  who  died  in  convulfions ;  and 
fome  time  before  its  death  the  lower  extremities 
were  become  paralytic.  When  I  vifited  this  inge¬ 
nious  Gentleman,  he  had  juft  ftnifhed  an  accurate 
drawing  of  this  cafe. 


A 
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A  cafe  in  which  the  mufcles  of 
the  eye-lids,  and  of  the  globe  of  the 
eye,  were  affedted  in  a  lingular  man¬ 
ner  ;  the  globe  of  the  eye  was  im- 
moveably  fixed,  the  upper  eye-lid 
cou’d  not  be  raifed,  by  the  mu  feu- 
lar  power,  in  the  leafl  degree,  and 
when  lifted  up,  the  pupil  appeared 
much  dilated,  and  the  patient  faw 
objects  double. 

T  N  May  1760,  I  was  defired,  by  a  very 
ingenious  Apothecary,  to  vifit  a  Gentle¬ 
man  in  the  City  of  Norwich ,  near  50  years 
of  age,  who  had  long  been  fuhjedt  to  a  le¬ 
prous  eruption  upon  his  arms,  and  had 
been  about  two  months  under  his  care,  for 
this  diforder  of  his  eye.  He  had  given  him 
fome  mercurial  purges  and  antiparalytic  re¬ 
medies,  under  which  courfe  the  complaint 
rather  increafed ;  however  I  ftill  recom¬ 
mended  Calomel ,  rubbed  with  Sulphur ,  to 
be  taken  in  fmall  dofes,  as  an  alterative, 
every  night,  and  a  gentle  purge  every  fifth 
-  or 
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or  fixth  morning  •  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
took  an  eleftuary  with  Valerian  and  Cinna¬ 
bar  of  Antimony  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
wafhing  it  down  with  Inf  us.  paralytic,  of 
Quincy,  and  had  his  eye  well  fomented  as 
often,  with  the  Fot.  commun.  made  with 
the  addition  of  lavender  and  rofemary ,  ad¬ 
ding  to  the  liquor  a  portion  of  Spirit.  Min¬ 
der  eri.  In  about  three  weeks  there  appeared 
a  vifible  amendment,  by  his  beginning  to 
raife  the  eye-lid,  and  to  move  the  globe  a 
little  :  and  by  a  regular  perfeverance  in  this 
method,  he  was  perfedtly  cured  in  lefs  than 
two  months,  of  this  very  alarming  com¬ 
plaint  ;  during  which  time  the  cutaneous 
eruption  alfo  vanifhed.  He  then  took  an 
electuary  compofed  of  the  Bark ,  Valerian , 
and  Cinnabar ,  and  drank  liberally  of  DecoSt. 
Lignorum ,  wafhing  his  eye  well  morning 
and  evening,  with  cold  water  and  a  fpunge, 
for  fome  weeks ;  after  which  he  ufed  a  cold 
bath  with  advantage,  and  has  had  no  return 
of  either  diforder. 

In  the  fame  year,  a  Clergyman  about 
the  fame  age,  but  of  a  ftronger  conftitution, 
fell  under  my  care  in  a  iimiiar  cafe  in  refpeft 

to 
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to  the  eye  ;  and  faid  he  ufed  likewife  to  be 

\ 

afflifted  with  fcorbutic  and  nervous  com¬ 
plaints.  By  the  like  treatment,  and  in 
about  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  he  was  alfo 
perfectly  cured. — ■ — Having  never  met 
with  the  hiftory  of  fuch  a  cafe  in  any  Ob- 
fervator,  nor  feen  the  like  before  nor  lince, 
I  apprehend  they  may  be  very  rare. 
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A  cafe  fhewing  the  Angular  good 
effedb  of  Merc*  fublimat.  corroftv .  in 
an  inveterate  Ophthalmy . 

Tj*  D.  of  N.  aged  53,  a  man  of  great  tern- 

#  perance  and  fobriety,  born  of  healthy 
parents,  and  who,  in  the  former  part  of 
his  life,  had  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health, 
was  feized  in  the  beginning  of  'January 
1756,  with  a  fever,  attended  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  of  his  head  and  inflammation  of 
Jiis  eyes,  to  a  high  degree,  the  tunica  con¬ 
junctiva  looking  like  flelh  3  and  he  was  to¬ 
tally  deprived  of  light. 

The  common  treatment  of  inflammatory 
difeafes  was  regularly  obferved,  which  re¬ 
moved  his  fever,  without  affording  any 
confiderable  benefit,  in  refpedt  to  the 
Ophthalmy .  He  told  me  he  had  been  let 
blood  fifteen  times,  befides  having  had  the 
temporal  artery  once  opened,  and  leeches 
often  applied  to  his  temples ;  that  he  had 
taken  a  great  many  medicines,  and  ufed  va¬ 
rious  applications,  none  of  which  means,  he 
laid,  gave  him  more  than  a  little  temporary 
relief.  When 
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When  the  difeafe,  in  all  appearance, 
was  become  local,  no  more  than  a  flight 
pain  of  the  head  attending  the  inflammation 
of  his  eyes,  he  was  put  into  a  mercurial 
courfe,  by  the  advice  and  direftion  of  an 
eminent  Phyflcian,  and  took  about  thirty 
■  fmall  dofes  of  Merc ♦  dulc .  rubbed  with  Sul¬ 
phur,  interpofing  a  lenient  purge  at  due  in¬ 
tervals,  in  order  to  prevent  a  Ptyalifm ,  ob- 
ferving  a  very  ex  a  61  regimen  all  the  while ; 
but  this  method,  though  it  was  evidently 
of  fome  fervice,  yet  did  not  cure  him. 

Some  months  after  this  mercurial  courfe, 
he  was  admitted  into  Mr.  Fe  Howes’s  In¬ 
firmary,  his  eyes  being  in  as  bad  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  ever,  unable  to  difiinguifh  any  ob- 
jedt,  or  to  bear  the  light  without  great 
pain.  Though  powerful  and  regular  me¬ 
thods  had  not  anfwered  the  end,  yet  rather 
than  abandon  the  poor  unhappy  man  to 
defpair,  I  propofed  to  the  confideration  of 
the  Phyflcian,  whom  I  have  mentioned  on 
this  occafion,  the  trial  of  the  mercurial  flo¬ 
tation,  as  directed  in  the  London  Medical 
Qbfervations  and  Inquiries,  which  he  very 
readily  approved. 


After 
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After  letting  the  patient  blood,  and 
giving  him  a  gentle  purge,  I  began  with 
Merc,  Jublimat.  corrojiv.  gr.  *.  diffolved  in 
^fs  of  brandy,  and  ordered  this  dofe  of  the 
folution  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening* 
mixed  with  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  barley- 
water,  direding  him  to  live  upon  a  cooling 
diet,  and  to  drink  barley-water  with  milk, 
and  fuch  kind  of  liquors  very  plentifully* 
The  firft  dofe  made  him  a  little  lick  and 
giddy,  in  about  ten  minutes  he  grew  hot, 
and  foon  after  fell  into  a  moderate  fweat, 
which  continued  fome  hours  j  the  next  dofe 
had  the  fame  effeds.  When  he  had  taken 
a  few  dofes  of  this  medicine,  it  neither 
made  him  lick  nor  giddy ;  but  then,  belides 
heating  and  fweating  him,  it  increafed  the 
fecretion  of  urine,  and  generally  gave  him 
a  (tool  or  two  extraordinary  in  24  hours. 

In  live  or  fix  days  he  found  his  eyes  eali- 
er,  without  being  fo  much  clofed  as  ufual 
with  gummous  matter  in  the  night ;  and  I 
obferved  they  were  very  evidently  lefs  in¬ 
flamed.  About  this  time  he  had  an  univer- 
fal  itching,  attended  with  little  eruptions 
upon  the  fkin,  but  thefe  fymptoms  were  of 
fhort  duration.  When 
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When  he  had  taken  the  medicine  ten 
days,  as  it  neither  made  his  mouth  fore,  nor 
produced  any  fymptoms  to  forbid  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  I  increafed  the  dofe  to  half 
as  much  more  ;  and,  a  few  days  after,  dou¬ 
bled  the  fil'd:  quantity,  which  caufed  fome 
pain  with  throbbing  of  his  head ;  but  it  foon 
went  off,  and  the  following  dofes  did  not  affedt 
him  more  fenfibly  than  the  leflfer  had  done. 

In  lefs  than  a  month  the  patient  appeared 
perfectly  cured ;  he  declared  that  he  had  no 
manner  of  uneafinefs  of  his  eyes  or  head, 
and  found  himfelf  well  as  to  his  health,  in 
all  refpedts.  The  Phyiician,  whom  I  ad- 
vifed  with  concerning  the  ufe  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  and  a  very  judicious  Surgeon,  exami¬ 
ned  his  eyes  with  me,  and  cou’d  not  difco- 
ver  the  lead:  appearance  of  inflammation; 
however,  I  kept  him  a  little  longer  in  thi* 
courfe. 

Du  ring  the  exquifite  pain  and  fenfibility, 
I  ordered  the  eyes  to  be  very  frequently 
well  waflied  with  Emuls .  commun .  and  °f  le¬ 
ap.  e  Camphor  a  p.  ce .  moderately  warm, 
with  a  piece  of  the  fined  fpunge  ;  and  with 


warm 


48  CASES  and  REMARKS 

warm  milk  and  water  in  a  morning,  to  clear 
them  from  the  gumminefs  c  out  rafted  in  the 
night,  ufing  the  following  Collyrium  after¬ 
wards,  when  the  eyes  were  in  a  condition 
to  bear  it. 


R  "Julep,  e  Camphor  a  %'viij 
Aq.  Rofarum  J  iv 
Spirit .  Minder eri  %ij  m. 

&  per  chartam  jilt . 

To  this  I  alfo  added,  occafionally,  a  few 
grains  of  Sac  char .  Saturni .  vel  Vitriol .  alb , 

What  feems  to  us  moft  obfervable  in  this 
cafe,  is  the  effeft  of  the  Merc,  fublimat . 
cor r of.  after  regularly  perfevering  in  the  ufe 
of  the  Merc.  dale,  to  little  or  no  purpofe. 
We  were  inclined  to  try  the  power  of  this 
medicine,  in  fome  hopes  of  finding  its  effi¬ 
cacy  not  peculiarly  confined  to  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  the  venereal  virus-,  on  which  ac¬ 
count  it  has  been  found  fingularly  efficaci¬ 
ous,  as  has  been  fufficiently  experienced, 
when  continued  a  due  time  ;  and  its  fudden 
good  effeft,  in  this  cafe,  was  a  circumftance 
that  greatly  as  well  as  agreeably  furprifed 
us,  giving  us  better  reafon  to  hope  it  may 
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prove  of  more  general  ufe,  in  fome  other 
obftinate  obftrudtions  in  the  Vafa  minima, 
when  other  mercurials  fail  (a) 

A  shade  made  with  ftiff  paper,  covered 
with  green  filk,  fhou’d  be  conftantly  worn, 
to  defend  inflamed  eyes  againfl:  the  rays  of 
light  making  too  flrong  an  imprefiion  upon 
them  ;  and  no  bandage  to  keep  the  lids  clofe 
together  fhou’d  be  ufed  ;  as  confining  the 

tears,  &c.  will  add  to  the  diforder,  by  ma- 

»» 

king  any  fluids  therein  contained,  more 
acrid  and  irritating  :  for  the  fame  reafon 
frequent  walking  with  proper  CoUyria ,  that 
do  not  excite  pain,  prove  very  beneficial ; 
and  when  the  eyes  are  exquifitely  fenfible  of 

pain  in  inflammations,  the  patient’s  room 

# 

fhou’d  be  darkened. 

( a )  Mr.  Sainthill ,  a  gentleman  of  a  very  amiable 
and  communicative  difpofition,  to  whom  I  am  much 
obliged  for  his  friendfhip  in  many  iniiances,  told  me 
fome  years  ago,  that  when  he  was  a  young  man,  Mr. 
Herenden ,  then  an  old  and  eminent  practitioner  in  Lon¬ 
don,  allured  him  he  had,  throughout  the  courfe  of  his 
practice,  frequently  ufed  a  folution  of  Merc,  fubtim. 
corrofiv.  with  very  good  effedt  in  venereal  complaints  , 
and  that  he  himfelf  had  alfo  done  the  fame,  it  is  there¬ 
fore  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  new  medicine. 


D 
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I  '  '  .  1 

\  | 

*  1 

Another  cafe,  in  which  Merc j 
fublim .  corrofiv.  remarkably  fucceed- 
ed,  after  the  ufe  of  Merc.  dale,  in 
an  opacity  oi  the  eye. 

YOUNG  Gentleman  who  was  born 
blind  of  one  eye*  had  the  other  begin 
to  grow  defective*  without  any  vifible 
caufe*  at  17  years  of  age ;  and  notwith- 
Handing  the  care  and  attention  of  an  able 
Surgeon*  who*  with  the  reft  of  his  treat¬ 
ment*  purged  him  with  Merc .  dulcis *  he 
foon  loft  his  fight  to  fuch  a  degree*  as  not 
to  be  able  to  diftinguifh  objedls.  At  this 
time  I  was  confulted*  and  we  obferved  the 
eye  had  loft  its  luftre,  attended  with  a  great 
dilatation  of  the  pupil  ;  but  we  con’d  not 
precifely  determine  what  parts  of  the  eye 
were  affe&ed*  nor  give  a  fpecific  name  to 
the  difeafe,  from  its  appearances*  yet  were 
apt  to  think  the  very  fine  membranes*  en¬ 
veloping  th  e  cry  ft  all  in  e  and  vitreous  hu¬ 
mors*  might  be  rendered  opaque. 

We  agreed  to  put  a  felon  into  his  neck* 
and  to  give  the  mercurial  folution*  as  direc¬ 
ted 
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ted  in  the  preceding  cafe.  In  a  few  weeks 
he  was  evidently  better,  in  all  refpedts ;  and 
in  about  two  months,  his  fight  was  perfectly 
reftored,  and  his  eye  recovered  itspridine 
ludre  and  appearance.  It  is  now  more 
than  two  years  fmce,  and  he  has  had  no  re- 
lapfe. 

See  Baron  Van  Sivieterfs  letter  to  Dr.  Silvejier ,  in  the 
2d  vol.  of  the  London  Medical  Obfervations  and  In¬ 
quiries,  written  in  the  year  1758,  concerning  the  ufe 
of  Corrofive  Sublimate ,  in  the  cure  of  opacity  of  the 
eyes. 


D  2 


Of 


S2  CASES  and  REMARKS 


Of  an  uncommon  periodical  blind- 
nefsj  and  a  Nyctalopia. 

WOMAN  aged  2 1 ,  healthy  in  all  other 
***  refpcdts,  and  very  regular  in  her  men- 
ftrual  returns,  had  a  flight  inflammation 
upon  the  edges  of  her  right  eye-lids,  which 
was  foon  removed  by  bleeding,  gentle  pur¬ 
ging,  and  common  applications  :  after  this, 
the  fight  of  that  eye,  without  any  diforder 
upon  the  other,  went  away  for  the  fpace  of 
an  hour  dr  two,  or  more,  every  day,  at  no 
determinate  time  ;  but  in  about  a  year  fhe 
became  totally  blind  of  it,  and  a  great  en¬ 
largement  of  the  diameter  of  the  pupil  re¬ 
mained.  No  uneafinefs  attended  the  eye, 
except  that  about  five  minutes  before  the 
going  away  and  return  of  fight,  fhe  com¬ 
plained  of  a  very  acute  pain  in  it ;  which 
circumftance  was  invariable  :  the  return  of 
fight  was  not  gradual,  but  with  a  hidden 
flafh  of  light,  upon  which  fhe  was  able  to 
read  inftantly,  in  a  book  of  a  common 
print,  with  the  other  eye  fhut. 

After  the  total  lofs  of  this  eye,  the 
other  remained  perfectly  well  about  three 

months. 
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months,  when  it  began  to  be  affe&ed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  other  had  been.  Two 

/ 

months  after,  which  was  on  May  the  29th, 
1764,  when  I  firfi:  faw  her,  fhe  gave  me 
the  preceding  relation  :  fhe  is  a  woman  of 
veracity,  and  a  very  intelligent  perfon  con¬ 
firmed  what  fhe  faid.  At  this  time  fhe  was 
generally  blind  fix  or  eight  hours  in  the 
twenty-four ;  in  a  few  weeks  the  blindnefs 
increafed  to  twelve,  her  fight  departing 
about  8  or  9  at  night,  and  returning  near 
the  fame  hour  in  the  morning  this  was  the 
courfe  of  the  diforder,  with  little  variation* 

Venesection,  opening  the  temporal 
artery,  veficatories  applied  behind  her  ears, 
a  feton  in  her  neck,  purging  with  Merc . 
dulc.  with  the  obfervance  of  an  exadt  regi¬ 
men  had  no  effedt.— —  When  the  returns 
of  the  diforder  became  regularly  periodical, 
the  Bark  was  alfo  tried,  and  afterwards  cold 
immerfion,  but  to  no  better  purpofe. 

The  mercurial  folution  feemed  to  have 
fome  good  effedt  in  this  lingular  cafe  ;  du¬ 
ring  the  ufe  of  it,  the  fight  returned,  tho’ 
for  a  few  days  only,  to  the  eye  which  had 
been  long  blind,  and  the  periodical  returns 
of  the  difeafe  kept  entirely  off  about  fix 

D  3  •  weeks. 
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weeks,  which  we  afcribed  to  this  medicine,, 
no  other  means  being  made  ufe  of  at  the 
fame  time.  It  was  left  off  on  acco  unt  of  its 
difagreeing  with  her  ftomach,  and  the  dif- 
order  foon  returned  ;  had  it  been  longer  and 
regularly  perfevered  in,  perhaps  it  might 
have  eifedted  a  perfedt  cure  :  however,  in 
length  of  time,  without  taking  any  other 
medicines,  the  difeafe  gradually  went  off ; 
and  £he  now  fees  very  well  with  one  eye, 
without  having  once  loll  the  fight  of  it  for 
fome  months. 

When  fhe  loft  her  fight,  I  cou'd  difco- 
ver  no  defedt  in  her  eye,  only  a  dilatation 
of  the  pupil,  as  we  obferve  in  a  Gutta  fe ■- 
rena . 


Of 


/ 
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Of  a  diforder  in  the  lachrymal  Sac 
of  many  years  (landing,  in  a  fcro- 
phulous  habit. 

# 

' 

Q  OME  years  ago,  a  young  lady  was  fent 
to  me  out  of  the  Country,  when  I  dwelt 
at  Norwich ,  with  a  tumor  at  the  corner  of 
her  eye  upon  the  lachrymal  Sac,  in  an  in¬ 
flamed  ftate  ready  to  burft,  and  by  prefliire, 
purulent  matter  appeared  through  the  Fundla 
lachrymalia  •,  and  under  thefe  circumftances 
it  was  agreed  in  confultation  to  open  it  di- 
reCtly.  The  operation  was  performed  in 
the  common  manner,  beginning  the  incifion 
juft  beneath  what  is  called  the  tendon  of  the 
orbicular  mufcle  ;  and  after  amply  dividing 
the  Sac,  I  fortunately  difcovered  the  nafal 
duff,  with  a  very  fine  probe,  without  any 
difficulty,  and  immediately  introduced,  as 
eafily,  a  piece  of  bougie  I  had  provided  for 
that  purpofe.  By  this  means  the  natural 
opening  for  the  paffage  of  the  tears  after¬ 
wards,  was  effectually  preferved  during  the 
cure  of  the  wound,  which  was  completed  in 
about  a  month,  with  no  more  blemifh  than 
the  appearance  of  a  fmall  fmooth  cicatrice  : 

the 
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the  tears  alfo  readily  found  their  courfe  thro? 
the  Pun 3 a  lackrymalia  and  duffs,  fo  that 
not  the  lead  portion  of  them  ran  down  the 
cheek  ;  and  {he  remains  perfeftly  well,  due 
regard  having  been  paid  to  the  original 
caufe.  '  / 

Had  not  the  bougie  anfwered  the  end  to 
my  wifh,  in  keeping  open  the  nafal  duff,  I 
ill  oil’d  have  drawn  a  feton  through  the  nof- 
tril.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  cure, 
and  when  the  wound  is  quite  healed  after 
this  operation,  gentle  preffure  by  the  fimple 
machine,  reprefen  ted  in  PL  III.  which  any 
common  workman  is  capable  of  making, 
may  prove  beneficial ;  and  in  feme  cafes  its 
timely  life  may  render  the  operation  need- 
lefs,  by  preventing  farther  diftention  of  the 
Sac,  and  refloring  its  tonic  power  or  elafti® 
city,  in  cafe  the  fluid  in  it  is  not  become  at 
all  purulent,  and  the  duffs  remain  open.  It 
will  be  proper  to  ufe  feme  aftringent  lotion 
at  the  lame  time  ;  taking  particular  care  to 
have  the  machine  well  adapted  to  the  part, 
and  'that  it  be  conftantly  worn  a  due  time. 
It  fhdu’d  alfo  be  remembered,  whenever  it 
happens  that  the  machine  has  been  off  any 
cpnfiderable  time,  to  prefs  the  fluid  well  out 
.  .of 
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of  the  Sac  with  the  finger,  before  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  it  again.  However,  this  is  a 
difeafe  which  demands  the  Surgeon’s  nice 
attention  in  the  different  ftages,  as  we  may 
be  well  informed,  by  Mr  Pott's  treatife  on 
this  fubjeft.  ( a ) 

I  think  this  machine  made  of  well 
tempered  iron,  of  fuch  fubfiance  as  v/ill  ad¬ 
mit  of  bending  eafily  with  pliers,  if  not  with 
the  fingers  alone,  to  adapt  it  exadlly  to  the 
part,  is  preferable  to  that  which  has  a  fcrew 
affixed  to  the  pad,  and  not  fo  apt  to  flip  from 
its  place.  It  is  to  be  covered  with  velvet 
or  filk  :  the  pad,  formed  of  due  dimenfions 
and  prominence,  fhou’d  be  fluffed  with 
cotton  for  the  greater  eafe,  and  covered  with 
oiled  leather  ;  but  after  all  it  will  be  proper 
to  defend  the  part  ftill  farther  againft  cha¬ 
fing,  by  a  bit  of  common  plafler,  renewed 
as  often  as  it  grows  ftiff  and  hard.  The 
end  of  the  ribband,  which  pafles  over  the 

top 


(a)  Profeffor  Monro’s  Eflay  upon  this  Subject,  in 
the  yd  Vol.  of  the  Med.  Effays  ;  and  alfo  feveral  pub- 
1  ifhev i  in  tlie  id  Vol.  of  the  Mem.  of  the  Royal 
Acad,  of  Surgery,  deferve  reading  with  particular 
confidc-ration. 
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f 

top  of  the  head,  is  to  be  confined  under  a 
knot  made  with  the  other  ribbands  behind 
it,  and  then  reflected  and  pinned  upon  it- 
felf.  In  fixing  the  machine  to  give  the  pad 
a  proper  degree  of  prefiiire  and  eafy  regular 
bearing,  the  utmoft  care  is  required  ,*  for 
upon  thefe  circumfcances  abfolutely  depends 
its  fuccefs. 


i 


Of 


I 


t 


* 


t 


/ 


■ 


>  « 


# 


in  SURGERY. 


59 


Of  dangerous  Hcemorrhages  at  the 
nofe  retrained,  by  a  method  not 
generally  pra&ifed,  when  other  at¬ 
tempts  had  failed. 

/ 

J  WAS  called  three  times,  in  one  hot  dim¬ 
mer,  to  perfons  in  haemorrhages  from 
both  noftrils  at  once  ;  by  the  long  continu¬ 
ance  and  profufenefs  of  which,  their  lives 
were  evidently  brought  into  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  notwithftanding  the  various  applica¬ 
tions,  and  other  proper  treatment  of  good 
Surgeons  to  fupprefs  the  bleedings.  In 
thefe  alarming  cafes,  as  it  cou’d  not  be 
precifely  determined  from  what  part  of  the 
noftrils  the  blood  flowed  with  fuch  impe- 
tuofity,  tents  made  with  pieces  of  bougie, 
having  long  lint  wound  round  them,  after 
being  jagged  to  prevent  its  flipping  off, 
then  moiftened  in  the  white  of  an  egg  beat¬ 
en,  and  rolled  in  fine  flour  mixed  with 
about  £  of  powder  of  roman  vitriol,  were 
gently  thrufl;  into  the  whole  extent  of  thofl 

paflages. 


/ 
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paffages,  to  the  poflerior  noftrils  ;  and 
there  left  for  fome  days,  till  the  rnoifture  of 
the  parts  loofened  them  enough  to  be  ex- 
traded  without  force. 

The  noftrils  were  kept  pretty  ftrongly 
preffed  together  at  firft,  for  fome  hours, 
with  the  fingers  and  thumb,  upon  a  com- 
prefs  dipped  in  cold  vinegar,  and  renewed 
as  often  as  it  grew  warm.  Before  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  tents,  bougies  were  palled 
quite  through  to  open  the  canals,  and  di- 
red  the  length  and  curvature  requifite  to  be 
given  them.  By  attending  to  thefe  circum- 
ftances  they  were  introduced  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  difficulty  or  pain  to  the  patients,  who 
were  then  ordered  to  gargle  their  mouths 
and  throats  frequently  with  red  wine  and 
water,  as  long  as  (hon'd  be  found  neceffa- 
ry,  to  remove  the  inconvenience  ariling 
from  the  folution  of  the  vitriol  falling  into 
the  throat* from  the  poflerior  noftrils ;  and 
the  tents  were  kept  fecurely  in  the  parts  by 
a  comprefs  and  proper  bandage  under  the 
nofe.  The  patients  were  kept'  very  quiet 

s  in 
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in  all  refpedts,  and  all  due  regard  paid  to 
diet,  &£.  (a) 


(a)  l  have  found  fuch  kind  of  treatment  of  great 

ufe  after  extra&ing  Polypi  out  of  the  noftrils. - * 

Early  in  the  lalt  century,  Glandorpius ,  a  pra&itioner 
of  great  eminence  at  Bnmen ,  wrote  a  learned  treatife 
upon  Polypi . 


0 
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✓ 

A  remarkable  cafe  of  matter  long 
retained  in  the  Antrum  Highmoria- 
numy  or  Maxillary  Sinus. 

I 

September  the  ift,  1759* 

•  A  REPUTABLE  Tradefman,  in  the  for- 
tieth  year  of  his  age,  who  had  always 
lived  a  regular,  temperate  life,  but  had  not 
a  good  conftitution  originally,  and  had  long 
been  fubjed  to  a  variety  of  complaints,  afked 
my  opinion  concerning  a  tumor  upon  his 
cheek,  of  about  three  years  ftanding,  which 

had  been  attended  for  a  considerable  time, 

<> 

with  a  frequent  difcharge  of  purulent  mat¬ 
ter,  not  only  through  one,  but  both  noftrils, 
the  Septum  Narium  being  eroded.  The 
whole  fide  of  his  face  was  alfo  affeded  at 
times  with  acute  pain  extending  to  the  head, 
and  the  eye  was  often  thrown  into  fpafms 
to  a  great  degree,  which  rendered  him  unfit 
for  bulinefs,  and  his  life  very  uncomfortable. 

The  Surgeons  whom  he  had  confulted, 
in  the  Town  where  he  dwelt,  were  unac¬ 
quainted  with  his  difeafe.  Being  a  very 
•  intelligent,  apprehenfive  man,  I  endeavoured 

to 


/ 
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to  make  him  fenfible  of  the  nature  of  his 
complaint,  and  fhewed  him  the  neceffity 
of  having  a  tooth  extradled,  correfponding 
with  the  Sinus ,  and  then  to  have  a  perfora¬ 
tion  made  into  it,  in  order  to  obtain  a  free 
difcharge  of  the  matter,  at  this  depending 
point,  and  give  opportunity  for  drefiing,  and 
making  fuch  applications  to  the  affedled 
parts,  as  they  fhou’d  require :  however, 
when  he  returned  home,  and  delivered  my 
opinion  to  the  Surgeons,  they  did  not  ac~ 
quiefce  in  it,  but  advifed  other  meafures, 
which  cou’d  not  fucceed. 

Two  years  after,  he  applied  to  me  again, 
in  a  much  worfe  flate  than  when  I  firft  faw 
him,  moft  earneflly  entreating  me  to  take 
the  care  of  him.  Conhdering  all  circum- 
ftances,  I  refufed  being  concerned  without 
a  confultation  >  after  which,  in  the  prefence 
of  an  able  Surgeon,  I  extradled  two  teeth, 
in  order  to  make  an  ample  opening  into  the 
Sinus  ;  upon  doing  which  with  a  fmall 
chifel,  lirft  making  two  perforations  with  a 
large  awl,  a  great  quantity  of  pus,  intolera  ¬ 
bly  fetid,  was  difcharged,  and  the  violent 
pain  of  his  face,  and  the  fpafms  of  his  eye, 
immediately  ceafed. 


T  H  £ 
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The  membrane  which  lines  this  cavity 
was  deftroved,  and  the  bone  carious  ifr  ma¬ 
ny  places,  in  confequence  of  the  long  de¬ 
tention  of  the  matter  ;  but  in  length  of  time 
he  was  cured,  by  injections  of  Aq.  Calcis, 
Myrrhce  &  Mel  rofac .  with  fuch  kind 
of  applications,  after  having  many  exfolia¬ 
tions,  and  enjoys  a  better  ftate  of  health 
than  he  did  before  this  diforder.  As  he  was 
of  a  lax  and  heCtical  habit,  the  Bark,  Elix. 

/ 

Vitriol,  Afs’s  milk,  and  exercife  on  horfe- 
back,  long  perfevered  in,  proved  very  be¬ 
neficial* 

i  ' 

I  have  been  concerned  in  fix  cafes,  befides  this, 
where  matter  was  formed  in  the  Maxillary  Sinus ,  in 
confequence  of  inflammation,  attended  with  great  pain, 
all  which  were  cured  by  fuch  kind  of  treatment  as  has 
been  mentioned  ;  but  the  matter  was  not  difcharged 
by  the  nofe,  through  the  communication  with  that 
cavity,  nor  was  the  bone  fo  affedted,  in  any  of  the 
other  as  in  this,  they  being  of  fhort  duration  before  the 
openings  were  made.-— See  Monro’s  O ideology,  con¬ 
cerning  the  communication  between  the  Maxillary  Si¬ 
nus  and  the  nofe» 
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A  Perfon  reftored  to  fight  from 
almoft  total  blindnefs  of  both  eyes, 
by  the  ufe  of  the  Solution  of  Merc. 

fublimat.  corrofiv. 

A  FTER  thefe  papers  were  fent  to  the 
**  ^  prefs,  a  Surgeon  at  Halefwortb  in 
Suffolk,  brought  to  me  at  Dodior  D'Urban  $, 
a  Gardener,  who  fome  time  before  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  violent  blow  with  a  man’s  lift  upon 
his  right  eye,  which  caufed  fuch  an  opacity 
of  it,  as  excluded  the  rays  of  light :  and 
what  added,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  this 
poor  man’s  calamity,  whofe  labor  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  lupport  of  his  family,  was, 
his  having  alfo  loft  all  ufeful  fight  of  his 
other  eye,  a  great  many  years,  by  the  like 
accident,  as  he  informed  us,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  utmoft  care  of  a  good  Surgeon  to 
prevent  it. 

% 

In  the  prefent  cafe  other  proper  means 
having  alfo  proved  ineffedtual,  I  ftrongly 
recommended  the*  trial  of  the  mercurial 

E  Solution* 
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Solution,  from  the  extraordinary  efficacy  I 
had  obferved  of  it ;  but  did  not  the  lead:  ex- 
pedf  it  wou’d  have  any  eflfedt  upon  the  old 
cafe  :  however,  in  a  few  weeks  he  began 
to  be  more  fenfible  of  impreffions  from  lu¬ 
minous  bodies  in  that  as  well  as  in  the  other 
eye  ;  and  after  a  regular  perfeverance  in  the 
ufe  of  the  medicine  about  two  months,  he 
was  reftored  to  fuch  a  degree  of  light  as  to 
enable  him  to  write  legibly  and  to  pick  up 
pins  thrown  upon  the  floor,  which  proofs 
he  gave  us ;  but  what  aftonifhed  us  mod:  of 
all,  he  pofitively  declared  that  he  cou’d  fee 
better  with  that  eye  of  which  he  had  been 
long  blind  than  with  the  other. 

There  fl:ill  remain  partial  opacities  in 
both  eyes,  and  the  vifual  rays  not  entering 
in  their  true  direction,  nor  being  properly 
refradted,  vifion  is  indiftindt  and  imperfedt. 
He  fees  objedts  to  the  greateft  advantage 
when  he  looks  down  upon  them. 

During  the  ufe  of  the  medicine  he  was 
let  blood  now  and  then,  lived  upon  a  cool 
diet,  had  his  body  kept  open,  and  drank 
proper  diluents  very  liberally ;  a  feton  was 

alfo 
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alfo  drawn  into  his  neck ;  from  which  I 
have  often  feen  very  good  effedt  in  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  eyes,  (a) 


(a)  I  have  feen  fingular  good  effects  from  giving  a 
medicine  of  this  nature,  in  very  fmall  dofes  as  an  alte¬ 
rative,  in  other  as  well  as  in  thefe  and  venereal  cafes, 
by  continuing  it  a  long  while,  where  I  have  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  the  caufe  cf  thedifeafe  was  an  obftruc- 
tion  of  the  ininuteft  order  of  vellels  ;  preparing  the 
medicine  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  given  by  drops, 
in  fome  appropriate  vehicle  agreeable  to  the  ftomach, 
obferving  the  fame  general  rules  that  have  been  men¬ 
tioned  during  the  courfe.  From  my  own  experience 
I  am  convinced,  the  moll  proper  time  of  taking  this 
medicine  in  fuch  cafes,  is  at  the  patient’s  going  to  bed  , 
it  generally  raifes  a  gentle  Diciphoreftu 
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A  glandular  tumor  extirpated 
fuccefsfully,  which  had  been  grow¬ 
ing  more  than  twenty  years  to  the 
circumference  of  1 4  inches,  extend¬ 
ing  horn  the  root  of  the  ear  unto 
the  cheek,  and  far  down  the  neck. 

J  N  the  beginning  of  June,  1 757,  Mrs.  B. 

of  A.  about  forty  five  years  of  age,  and 
healthy  in  all  other  refpedts,  firft  afked  my 
advice  in  this  cafe  ;  afterwards,  in  a  con- 
foliation  of  a  Phyfician  and  four  Surgeons 
befides  myfelf,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed, 
from  the  threatening  afpedt  of  the  tumor, 
that  the  operation  was  advifable,  without 
any  farther  delay,  though  the  feafon  was  un¬ 
favourable,  on  account  of  the  exceflive  heat 
of  the  weather. 

Th  ese  Gentlemen  attended  the  operation, 
July  the  j  ith.  The  tumor  required  to  be 
diffedted  off  with  great  caution,  to  avoid  the 
fubjacent  blood-veffels  ;  not  one  of  which 
was  opened  of  any  dangerous  confequence. 


nor 
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nor  did  the  divifion  of  the  falival  duEi  prove 
any  obftacle  to  the  healing  of  the  wound, 
by  the  ufual  treatment. 

We  examined  the  tumor  after  it  was  ex¬ 
tirpated  :  the  glandular  fubftance  of  it  was 
in  a  fcirrhous  ft  ate,  and  in  the  fuperior  part, 
immediately  under  the  fkin,  which  was  of  a 
dufky  red  colour,  and  ready  to  burft,  we, 
found  about  a  quarter  o  f  a  pint  of  a  black- 
ifh,  oily  fluid,  where  we  had  obferved  a 
fludtuation  before  the  operation. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  when  we  may 
reafonably  fuppofe  we  have  effectually  (topped  the 
haemorrhage ,  by  ligatures  or  otherwife,  after  any  ope¬ 
ration,  wherein  many  confiderable  blood -veffels  muff 
unavoidably  be  divided,  it  will  even  then  be  prudent 
to  wait  a  little  while,  and  fhou’d  the  patient  grow 
faint,  till  the  pulfe  rifes,  before  we  finifh  the  drelffng 
of  the  wound  ;  leit.  any  retraced  veffei,  which  may 
have  efcaped  our  notice,  fhou’d  bleed  foon  after. 
This  accident  has  often  happened  through  hafte  and 
inattention;  and  whenever  it  does  fo  happen,  it  will 
occafion  the  more  trouble,  besides  alarming  the  pa¬ 
tient  and  by-ftanders,  to  our  prejudice. 

Since  I  was  obliged  to  retire  from  bufinefs  on  ac¬ 
count  of  my  valetudinary  ftate,  Mr.  Garneys ,  a  Surge¬ 
on  of  character  at  Yoxford  in  Suffolk ,  brought  a  patient 
to  me  at  Halefuuorth ,  after  thefe  fheets  were  fent  to 
the  prefs,  in  a  fimilar  cafe,  and  about  the  fame  hand¬ 
ing  as  the  preceding,  only  ihe  tumor  was  not  quite 
fo  large.  I  advifed  excifion  in  this  cafe,  as  the  only 
expedient,  and  the  operation  fucceeded  as  happily. 
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An  Exoflofis  of  the  lower  jaw¬ 
bone  of  an  enormous  fize. 

A  WOMAN  between  two  and  three  and 
twenty  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
fervant  to  the  laft  mentioned  patient,  came 
to  afk  my  opinion  concerning  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  fwelling,  after  having  been  more  than 
a  year  in  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  and  im¬ 
pudent  pretender,  who,  by  promifing  a  cure, 
had  got  all  the  money  fhe  had.  The  bone 
was  enlarged  in  its  whole  fubftance  uni¬ 
formly  from  the  angle  to  the  chin,  very 
prominent,  and  meafured  1 5  inches  in  cir¬ 
cumference  from  thofe  points.  No  t  with - 
Handing  its  fize  it  occasioned  very  little  im¬ 
pediment  in  the  motion  of  the  jaw,  but  ma- 
fti cation  of  her  food  was  wholly  performed 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  Her  complexion  de¬ 
noted  high  health  ;  and  fhe  was  very  Strong 
and  vigorous,  without  any  other  complaint 
whatever  5  nor  was  the  tumor  painful, 
which  had  been  growing  to  this  magnitude 
between  two  and  three  years.  There  had 
been  no  manifest  increale  of  it,  for  fome 

months 
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months  before  fhe  came  to  me,  and  when  I 
faw  her  fome  years  after,  I  difcovered  no 
alteration  in  it. 

Two  years  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  pretty  far  advanced  in 
years,  and  had  for  fome  time  complained  of 
pain  upon  his  left  temple,  ear,  and  adjacent 
parts,  which  was  now  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  require  the  conftant  ufe  of 
opiates,  in  large  dofes,  to  alfuage  it.  In 
this  cafe,  wherein  we  found  the  whole  Os 
Temporis  confiderably  fwelled,  we  thought 
it  moft  expedient  in  our  confultation,  to  ad- 
vife  only  a  palliative  method.  The  patient 
not  long  after  fell  into  a  delirium,  and  died 
in  ftrong  convulfions.  Leave  cou’d  not  be 
obtained  to  open  his  head  after  death,  to 
infped:  the  ftate  of  the  brain,  &<*.  (a)' 

(a)  See  Monf.  Petit's  Traite  des  Maladies  des  Os, 
Chap,  xvi.  de  l’Exoftofe  &  de  la  Cane. 
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An  extraordinary  caries  of  the  lower 

jawbone. 

Q  OME  years  ago  I  was  fent  for  to  a  La¬ 
dy  about  fixty  years  of  age,  who  in  a 
fever  accompanied  with  a  violent  fit  of  the 
tooth-ach,  had  a  carious  tooth  extradted  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  very  great  inflam¬ 
mation  and  fwelling  feized  the  whole  fide 
of  her  face,  and  terminated  in  an  abfcefs. 
When  I  was  called  to  her  about  fix  weeks 
after,  upon  paffing  a  probe  into  the  focket 
whence  the  tooth  was  extracted,  it  went 
quite  through  the  bone,  without  any  re- 
iiftance,  to  the  ikin  below*  In  that  de¬ 
pending  part  an  incifion  was  made  of  a 
fuitable  length  to  lay  the  fuperior  part  dry, 
by  giving  a  free  exit  to  the  matter,  which 
was  very  fetid  nd  acrid  5  then  the  gum  on 
the  infide  was  feparated  from  the  carious 
bone,  and  the  loofe  teeth  removed.  By 
dreffing  the  parts  according  to  the  general 

rules 
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rules  of  Surgery,  nature  call:  off,  in  about 
two  months,  as  much  of  the  whole  fub- 
ftance  of  the  bone  at  once  as  contained  five 
teeth,  making  good  the  lofs  with  an  offeous 
fubftance,  which  afterwards  became  fo  firm 
that  fhe  cou’d  chew  upon  it. 


A 
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A  fp  ecies  of  tumor  called  by  the 
common  people  the  Mumps, 

Tj'  ARLY  in  the  fpring  after  the  hard 
winter  in  1739*  the  fevered;  in  the 
memory  of  man,  this  difeafe  appeared,  which 
I  had  never  feen  nor  read  any  defcription  of. 

It  began  with  a  flight  fever 3  the  face  and 
throat  fwelled  foon  after,  looking  of  a  little 
deeper  colour  than  a  damafk-rofe 3  hut  the 
tumor  feldom  extended  fo  far  as  the  eyes. 
It  was  chiefly  external  3  and  fometimes,  in 
a  few  days,  it  increafed  to  fuch  a  prodigious 
fize,  as  to  obliterate  the  features,  and  put 
the  patient  out  of  knowledge  of  his  molt 
intimate  acquaintance  :  yet  that  quick  and 
extraordinary  diftention  of  the  parts  was,  in 
general,  attended  with  but  little  pain. 

The  difeafe  was  chiefly  among  children*, 
and  young  perfons  of  the  poorer  fort.  The 
general  antipblogifiic  method  flicceeded  ve¬ 
ry  well.  It  was  rarely  mortal,  and  feldom 
terminated  in  an  abfcefs  3  but  when  that 
happened,  it  healed  kindly  by  the  common 
treatment.  In 
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In  five  or  fix  cafes  wherein  I  was  con¬ 
cerned,  the  tumor  in  the  face,  &c.  fubfided 
in  three  or  four  days,  and  the  peccant  mat¬ 
ter  was  from  thence  immediately  tranflatcd 
to  the  tefticles ;  but  this  circumftance  re-* 
quired  no  alteration  in  the  general  method 
of  cure. 


In  fome,  a  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  remain¬ 
ed  upon  the  parotid  and  maxillary  glands, 
after  they  were  well  in  every  other  refpedt ; 
which  I  found  readily  yielded  to  fmall  dofes 
of  mere .  dulc.  with  gentle  purging  at  proper 
intervals,  keeping  the  affefted  parts  mode- 
•  rately  warm,  and  the  patient  to  a  fuitable 
regimen,  during  the  mercurial  courfe  ;  and 
fometimes  Iufedamild  mercurial  ointment. 

This  difeafe  continued  rife  all  the  fu na¬ 
me  r  feafon,  which  was  remarkably  cold, 
dry  and  unfruitful,  and  did  not  intirely  dis¬ 
appear  till  autumn  1741. 


The  fummer  after  the  difappearance  of  this  difeafe, 
the  malignant  fore  throat,  which  has  lately  been  accu¬ 
rately  deferibed  by  three  very  learned  Phyficians,  as  it 
was  by  Aretceus  two  thoufand  years  ago,  firft  appeared 
in  this  kingdom,  and  continued  more  than  ten  years 
before  its  total  difappearance,  in  that  p?,rt  of  it  where 
I  then  dwelt,  about  ten  miles  from  the  City  of  Nor¬ 
wich  ;  but  it  was  not  equally  violent  during  the  whole 
of  that  time  ,  it  raged  and  was  moft  mortal  in  the 
years  1745  and  1746.  I  attended  a  great  number  in 

it. 
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it,  and,  from  what  I  obferved,  there  appeared  fome 
analogy  between  this  difeafe  and  that  among  the  horn-  . 
ed  cattle  ;  which  began,  in  this  iiland,  in  the  year 
1715,  continuing  more  than  40  years.  Boneius  taking 
notice  of  fuch  a  difeafe  in  the  throat,  fays  it  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  plague  among  that  fpecies  of  cattle;  the 
pathognomonic  of  which  alfo  appeared  in  the  throat.—— 
The  celebrated  Monfieur  Le  Cat ,  Doctor  of  Phyfic 
and  Surgery  at  Rouen  has  alfo  written  upon  this  fub- 
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A  glandular  tumor,  fituated  un¬ 
der  the  ear  upon  the  articulation  of 
the  jaws,  fuccefsfully  extirpated. 

yune  the  ift,  1755- 

1%/r R.  J.  B.  of  O.  aged  about  thirty,  a 
gentleman  of  a  lively  temper,  but 
not  of  a  good  conftitution,  had  this  tumor 
gradually  growing  three  or  four  years,  from 
a  very  fmall  beginning,  to  a  confiderable 
fize  ;  and  its  increafing  exceedingly  in  the* 
laft  ten  or  twelve  months,  aflfeCted  hrs 
mind  very  much,  making  him  more  than 
ordinarily  anxious  about  the  removal  of  it. 

We  were  of  opinion  in  confutation, 
that  the  operation  was  practicable ;  and  af¬ 
ter  the  patient  was  duly  prepared,  I  per¬ 
formed  it,  with  greater  eafe  to  him  and 
lefs  trouble  to  myfelf,  than  I  expeCted  ;  for, 
upon  removing  an  oval  piece  of  the  tegu¬ 
ments,  and  laying  the  glandular  fubftance 
in  view,  I  found  it  fo  difengaged  from  the 
circumjacent  parts,  that  I  turned  it  out  with 
my  finger,  having  very  little  farther  ufe  for 
the  knife. 


The 
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The  wound  difcharged,  during  the 
cure,  a  great  quantity  of  faliva,  efpecially 
upon  maftication,  which  was  avoided  as 
much  as  poffible,  by  the  nature  of  the  food 
he  was  allowed. 

When  the  wound  was  contracted  into  a 
narrow  compafs,  I  directed  a  ftrong  elaftic 
fteel  machine,  refembling  that  contrivance 
which  is  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  wig  dole 
to  the  ears,  with  a  foft  pad  to  prefs  upon 
the  aperture  of  the  falival  duCt,  and  reft  up¬ 
on  the  oppoiite  temple ;  by  which  means 
and  dreffing  but  feldom,  with  lint  moiftened 
in  Alcohol,  and  a  common  plafter,  it  was 
foon  perfectly  healed. 

The  machine,  as  defcribed  in  plate  4 
%• L  was  kept  in  its  proper  poiition,  with 
a  ribband  palling  behind  the  head,  from 
one  branch  of  it  to  the  other,  and  another 
ribband  affixed  to  that  behind  the  head,  in 
the  middle,  and  to  the  machine  on  the  top 
of  the  head. 
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A  violent  extenfion  and  contufion 
upon  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  at¬ 
tended  with  uncommon  confequen- 
ces. 


May  the  3d,  1755. 

'-jpHE  daughter  of  H.  L.  ofS.  was  thrown 
backward  off  a  horfe,  and  received  an 
extenlion  and  contufion  upon  the  mufcles 
ferving  to  draw  the  head  backwards. 
When  fhe  was  brought  to  me,  her  chin 
was  fallen  upon  her  bread:  ;  and  from  the 
fridtion  by  an  involuntary  and  confiant  vi¬ 
brating  motion,  the  Ik  in  was  fretted  off 
both  thefe  parts ;  which,  with  the  pain  fhe 
fuffered  upon  the  pofterior  part  of  her  neck, 
made  her  life  very  uncomfortable. 

Various  applications  and  bandages  had 
been  tried  for  two  years,  to  no  purpofe.  I 
gave  directions  for  making  the  machine  in 
plate  4,  fig.  II.  by  the  ufe  of  which  alone, 
the  relaxed  parts  recovered  their  tone  and 
adtion,  and  fhe  was  perfedtly  cured  in  fix 

months. 
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Of  a 
diftorted 
neck. 


months.  By  the  fame  contrivance  I  have 
iince  cured  a  limilai  cafe  of  a  years  ftand* 
ing,  only  the  ofcillation  of  the  head  was  not 
fo  much. 

A  machine  of  this  kind,  with  a  branch 
to  pafs  up  on  each  fide  of  the  head,  may 
prove  ufeful  to  keep  the  head  and  neck  in 
their  true  direction,  after  the  operation  for 
the  wry -neck ;  and,  perhaps,  anfwer  the 
end  better  than  the  technical  bandage  ufed 
on  that  occafion ;  but  I  cannot  recommend 
it  with  certainty,  having  never  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  experiencing  its  ufe  in  that  cafe  '• 
yet,  in  feveral  inftances,  where  there  has 
been  fuch  an  effedt  produced  by  rigidity  or 
debility  of  the  mufcles,  and  the  operation 
impracticable,  I  have  found  it  very  benefi¬ 
cial  5  particularly  in  one,  where  the  diforder 
proceeded  from  a  diftortion  of  the  cervical 
vertebrce,  with  a  great  thicknefs  of  the  muf¬ 
cles  in  confequence  of  a  fever.  I  was  con- 
fulted  in  this  cafe,  when  the  Surgeons  con¬ 
cerned  had  determined  to  divide  the  Sterno- 
?najioid  rnufcle,  which  appeared  to  me  not 
the  lead  affected ;  but  convincing  them  of 
their  miftake,  the  performance  of  an  opera¬ 
tion  was  prevented,  that  mult  have  proved 
very  injurious.  In 
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In  this  cafe  I  directed  the  machine  to  be 
fo  conftru&ed,  that  the  patient  received 
neceflary  fupport  from  it,  with  liberty  of 
moving  the  head  in  proper  directions,  which 
motions  I  earneftly  advifed  ihou’d  be  fre¬ 
quently  performed,  and  that  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  following  Liniment  fhou’d  be 
well  rubbed  into  the  rigid  parts  twice  a  day 
with  a  warm  hand,  keeping  them  warm 
with  flannel  :  and  this  method  was  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  good  effeCt,  that  in  about 
fix  months  the  diforder  was  fcarce  perceiva* 
ble» 

V  1  ‘  t  '  » 

R.  Medull.  rec .  £5?  moll.  Crur,  levin.  J-jV 
Unguent .  c&rul.  mit.  r 
Spirit.  Sal.  ammu7i.  2 ij * 

Ol.  ex  Pedib.  bavin,  rec.  extraE}.  X* 
f.  Liniment .  relaxant.' 

I  have  alfo  cured  a  fimilar  cafe  very 
lately  by  the  fame  method,  after  various 
other  means  had  been  ufed  to  no  purgofe* 
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Plate  4.  Fig.  2. 

A.  A.  The  fixed  points  to  reft  upon  the  top 
of  the  fhoulders. 

.  '  ■  r 

B.  The  branch  to  pafs  up  the  fide  of  the 

head,  and  bear  gently  againft  it  to 
keep  it  fteady, 

C.  The  branch  to  come  forward  for  the 

chin  to  reft  upon,  having  a  foft 
concave  pad  annexed  to  it,  move¬ 
able  with  a  fcrew  to  raife  the  head 

*  >  i  V  t  v 

gradually. 

D.  The  bow  to  be  placed  behind  the 

neck, 

E.  E.  The  ftraps  of  leather  to  pafs  from  the 
fhoulders  under  the  arms  and  hang 

unto  the  pins  ft  f, 

.  * .  \ 

♦1 

This  machine  may  anfyver  the  end  with¬ 
out  the  fcrew,  as  I  have  found,  by  making 
that  limb  of  it  properly  tempered  to  admit 
of  bending  and  ftapding  firm  to  the  part* 
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The  following  letter  to  my  very 
good  Friend  Dodtor  Monfey ,  Phyfi- 
cian  to  Chelfea-Hofpital,  gives  an 
account  of  an  unprecedented  difeafe 
of  the  Platyfma  Myodes  producing 
furprifing  effects  and  appearances. 


Dear  Doftor, 


Norwich,  December  the 

loth,  1759. 


T  AM  truly  fenfible  of  the  honor  you  do 
me  in  deliring  your  relation*  Mr.  Horn * 
cajlle ,  to  afk  my  opinion  in  his  fon’s  cafe, 
which  indeed  appears  to  me  fo  lingular,  in 
all  refpe£ts,  that  I  have  never  before  feen 
any  thing  like  it,  nor  can  I  find  one  limilar 
to  it  in  any  book  I  have,  ancient  or  mo¬ 
dern  and  I  am  greatly  at  a  lols  to  deferibe 
it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  wilh  to  do,  to  give 
you  a  clear  idea  of  it  but  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  fo  as  well  as  I  can. 


The  young  Gentleman  is  about  14 
years  of  age,  apparently  of  a  ftrong  confti-* 
tution  5  he  was  always  healthy,  and  is  fo 

F  2  vow, 
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now,  except  the  odd  complaint,  of  which 
you  have  had  an  imperfed:  relation  from 
Mr.  W — -//.  The  feat  of  the  diforder  is 

very  obvioufly  in  the  Platyfma  Myodes , 
which  is  become  exceedingly  rigid,  and 
moft  fo  juft  beneath  the  jaw,  to  which  it  is 
attached,  from  the  chin  to  the  angle ;  the 
Ikin  over  it  appearing  like  the  cicatrice  after 
healing  a  burn.  This  fide  of  his  face? 
quite  from  the  point  of  his  chin,  is  much 
fhrunk,  and  drawn  awry,  by  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  mufcle,  particularly  the  corner 

of  his  mouth,  when  he  turns  his  head  to 

,  4  Y  *  ■  >*  '■  '  .  •« 

the  oppofite  fide ;  a  portion  of  this  cutane¬ 
ous  mufcle  being  attached  to  the  Sphincter 
Or/s .  From  the  inferior  part  of  the  eye¬ 
brow,  at  the  internal  angle  of  the  eye,  to 
near  the  vertex ,  there  is  a  kind  of  furrow 
upon  the  Ikin,  about  half  an  inch  broad, 
having  a  ftiining,  polifhed  appearance,  like 
a  cicatrice  in  confequence  of  a  wound,  with-? 
out  any  hair,  which  feems  to  be  fallen  of? 
for  want  of  nourifhment ;  and  from  the 
corner  of  the  eye  downwards,  there  is  the 
fame  kind  of  appearance  in  a  lefs  degree.  (#) 
Violent  fpafms  frequently  return,  beginning 

at 

{a)  See  Plate  annexed* 
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at  the  infertion  of  the  mufcle,  and  termi¬ 
nating  at  the  eye,  attended  with  great  pain  j 
and  fometimes  the  ear,  with  the  temporal 
and  frontal  mufcles  are  influenced  and  af- 
fedled  in  the  like  manner.  The  parts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  courfe  of  the  infertion  of  the 
mufcle  into  the  jaw-bone,  are  conflderably 
thickened,  not  the  leaft  inflamed  externally, 
and  but  very  little  painful  when  touched, 
unlefs  they  are  ftretched  at  the  fame  time. 
The  fubjacent  mufcles  do  not  yet  appear  to 
be  affected. 

*  *  ‘  '  T  '  '  '  J  4  *  ♦ 

It  is  about  three  months  finee  Mrs. 
H orncajile  firft  took  notice  of  this  complaint, 
by  the  corner  of  his  mouth  being  drawn  a 
little  awry  ;  but  the  exadt  date  of  the  dis¬ 
order  cannot  be  afcertained,  any  more  than 
the  caufe  whence  it  proceeds.  This  I  have 
endeavoured  to  inveftigate,  but  at  prefent  it 
is  too  much  concealed  in  obfcurity  for  my 
penetration :  perhaps  it  may  proceed  from 
the  fame  caufe,  whatever  that  is,  which 
produces  the  wry-neck,  by  bringing  a  rigi¬ 
dity  and  contraction  upon  the  maftoid  muf¬ 
cle. 

F  3 


This 
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This  cafe  appearing  of  fuch  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature,  I  was  defirous  of  giving  the 
father  and  mother  all  the  fatisfadlion  that 
this  place  will  afford,  in  a  matter  fo  inte- 
refting  to  them  ;  on  which  account  we 
have  had  a  confultation  of  a  Phyfician  and 
two  Surgeons,  of  whofe  judgment  I  think 
highly.  We  entirely  agree  in  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  part  affedted  $  and  they  do  not 
remember,  any  more  than  I,  to  have  feen, 
heard  or  read  of  fuch  a  cafe  ;  nor  do  they 
fee  any  probable  caufe  whence  the  difprder 
arifes.— — What  is  to  be  done  in  this  doubt¬ 
ful  matter,  remains  the  point  in  queftion  ; 
but  no  method  will  be  put  in  practice,  till 
I  am  favoured  with  your  anfwer,  which  I 
beg  to  have  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  my  own 
fatisfadlion,  and  to  relieve  the  painful  fuf- 
pence  and  anxiety,  that  fond  parents  muft 
naturally  have  for  an  only  child,  and,  in  all 
other  refpedts,  a  very  fine  youth. 

What  is  to  be  expedted  from  other  to¬ 
pical  or  internal  medicines  than  have  been 
ufed,  I  cannot  fay  j  for  the  difeafe  has  not 
only  refilled,  but  evidently  increafed,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Mrs.  Horncaftle's  obfervation,  under 

the 
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the  rational  methods  prefcribed  by  DoCtor 
5T — — r  of  X— n,  after  he  had  feen,  and 
ftriCtly  examined,  the  cafe,  as  you  were 

informed  by  Mr.  W ».—■//  ’  j  letter. - - 

Shou’d  all  other  means  that  can  be  thought 
of,  after  giving  them  a  fair  trial,  prove  in¬ 
effectual  to  remove  the  contraction,  what 
think  you  of  a  total  divifion  of  the  mufcle 
tranfverfely  by  incifion,  at  the  moft  rigid 
part  juft  below  the  jaw  ?  I  propofed  this 
method  to  the  confideration  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  in  confultation,  and  they  unanimoufly 
agreed  with  me,  that  it  was  not  only  prac¬ 
ticable,  in  their  opinion,  but  expedient 
fhou’d  all  other  attempts  fail. 

1  .  i  > 

Pray,  Sir,  confider  the  cafe yourfelf,  and 
consult  the  moft  experienced  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  of  your  acquaintance,  upon  this 
important  occafion,  in  order  to  direCt  our 
unexperienced  judgments  the  better,  and 
furnifti  us,  if  poffible,  with  precedents, 
and  a  method  of  cure  that  may  be  relied  on, 
warranted  by  obfervation  and  experience, 
the  beft  guides  of  all ;  in  defeCt  of  which 
wefhall  be  glad  to  know  what  are  thought 
the  moft  probable  and  rational  means  of 

curing 
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curing  or  relieving  the  patient,  in  your  and 
their  opinion. 

-A  ,  -  r*'  V  y  %  -;•*  4'  *‘*i  '• 

If  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Horncaftle  find  no  rca- 
fon  to  the  contrary  by  your  anfwer,  which 
will  be  impatiently  expedited,  {he  intends 
to  come  with  her  fon  diredtly,  to  put  him 
under  my  care  but  I  did  defire,  thinking 
it  muft  be  more  to  their  fatisfadtion  and  the 
child's  advantage,  that  they  wou’d  carry 
him  to  London  for  advice  and  affiftance,  in 
fuch  a  lingular  cafe, 

-  ' 

„  A...  ' 

I  heartily  wifli  you  health,  and  am. 
Dear  Sir, 

Y  our  moft  obliged 

humble  Servant, 

■  •  r  ' 

c  '  • '  -■  •  ,  •  . 

B.  GOOCH. 


Doctor 


»,• 

. 
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Doctor  Monfey  told  me,  in  his  anfwer 
to  my  letter,  that  the  mod  experienced  of 
the  faculty,  whom  he  had  confulted  on  this 
occafion,  in  London ,  declared  they  were  en¬ 
tire  drangers  to  fuch  a  cafe.  The  method 
he  fuggeded  was  approved  in  confultation 
here,  and  was  very  regularly  followed  for 
fome  months,  in  order  to  relax  the  contrac¬ 
ted  parts,  &c.but  to  no  better  purpofe  than 

the  meafures  taken  before,  the  diforder  ma- 

-  —•  * 

nifedly  increafing  under  all  of  them  ;  from 
which  confiderations,  it  was  refolved  up¬ 
on,  to  divide  the  mufcle,  as  propofed  in 
my  letter.  In  the  prefence  of  the  Gentle¬ 
men  there  mentioned,  I  performed  the 
operation,  by  firft  dividing  the  fkin  and 
cellular  membrane  tranfverfely,  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  jaw,  as  reprefented  in  the  plate, 
the  whole  breath  of  the  Platyfma  Myodes 
the  patient  having  his  head  reded,  and  dea- 
dily  held  againft  a  perfon’s  bread,  and  the 
blood  fpunged  up,  by  an  aflidant,  as  I  pro¬ 
ceeded.  After  laying  this  thin  cutaneous 
mufcle  quite  bare,  feparating  the  lips  of  the 
wound  a  little  more  than  their  natural  re- 
ceffion,  he  was  raifed  up,  and  turning  his 
head  towards  the  oppofite  fide,  it  appeared 
as  much  confined  as  before,  fhewing  the 

mufcular 
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mufcular  fibres  upon  the  full  ftretch,  vio¬ 
lently  diftorting  the  corner  of  his  mouth : 
I  then  totally  divided  this  mufcle,  bringing 
the  membranes  of  the  fubjacent  mufcles  in 
view,  by  a  cautious  diffedtion;  after  doing 
that,  I  defired  him  to  turn  his  head  again, 
and  found  it  then  had  perfedt  freedom  in 
its  rotatory  motion,  without  affedting  the 
face  or  corner  of  the  mouth,  as  it  did  before 
the  divifion  of  the  mufcle.  Thefe  gradual 
fteps  were  intentionally  taken  to  demonftratc 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  that  circumflance 
being  doubted  by  fome,  who  had  examined 
the  parts,  and  by  others  from  a  defcription 
of  the  cafe. 

.  •'  1  *  /  v  * 

The  wound  was  healed  by  the  common 
treatment  without  any  ill  accident  fuper- 
veiling  :  after  digeftion,  and  the  parts  be¬ 
ing  in  a  ftate  to  admit  of  it  without  pain, 
I  advifed  him  to  keep  his  head  in  gentle 
motion  pretty  frequently,  in  order  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  inconvenience  of  future  rigidity  or 
fhortnefs  of  the  mufcle ;  which  effectually 
anfwered  the  defign. 

This  operation  fucceeded  happily,  in 
flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  re¬ 
moving 
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moving  the  painful  fpafms  immediately, 
without  any  return ;  but  the  fide  of  his 
face,  that  was  affedted,  ftill  remains  much 
lefs  than  the  other :  however,  he  now  en¬ 
joys  good  health,  and  is  able  to  bear  long 
journies,  with  other  fatiguing  bufinefs,  very 
well. 

Doctor  Hunter ,  to  whofe  friendfhip  I 
am  under  a  great  many  obligations,  faw 
this  young  Gentleman  in  Lo?idon  with  Dr. 
Monfey ,  in  the  year  1765,  and  was  fo  ftruck 
with  the  lingular  appearance  of  his  face, 
that  he  exprefled  an  earned:  defire  of  feeing 
a  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  with  a  drawing  an¬ 
nexed,  reprefenting  the  wound,  &c. 

See  Plate  5. 
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An  extraordinary  cafe  in  a  fcrophu- 

lous  habit. 

June  the  6th,  1758. 

T.  W.  in  the  2 5th  year  of  his  age,  who, 

^  in  his  childhood,  had  been  afflidted 
with  a  fcrophulous  diforder,  but  for  many 

years  paft  had  been  ftrong,  and  apparently 
healthy  in  all  refpefts,  received  a  hurt  by 
a  fall,  upon  the  clavicle  where  it  adjoins  to 
the  a Sternum,  and  upon  the  Sternomajioid 
mufcle  at  its  infertion.  The  cafe  was  neg- 
le&ed  for  fome  weeks,  when  that  mufcle 
became  rigid,  fwelled  and  painful  quite  to 
its  origin  $  and  a  violent  cough  enfued,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  a  fever,  for  which  likewife  no  proper 
means  had  been  ufed.  He  allb  complained 
of  extreme  pain  upon  the  calves  of  his  legs, 
the  interior  part  of  the  right  thigh,  and  the 
outfide  of  the  left  :  upon  all  which  parts, 
hard  fwellings  foon  followed,  that  feemed 
to  be  confined  to  the  mufcles ;  befides 
which  the  inguinal  glands,  on  the  left  fide, 
were  much  affefted.  His  blood  was  uncom¬ 
monly 
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monly  thick  and  fizy  ;  fcon  after  being  ta¬ 
ken  away,  it  appeared  like  a  lamp  of  glue; 
the  cohelion  was  fo  ftrong,  as  to  admit  of 
turning  the  porringer  the  bottom  upwards 
without  falling  out,  and  it  had  very  little  fe~ 
rum  upon  {landing.  Bleeding  was  frequently 
repeated,  lenient  purgatives  adminiftered, 
and  nitre  given  freely ;  keeping  him  to  an 
exad  regimen,  with  the  very  plentiful  ufe 
of  common  emullion,  pedoral  emulfion, 
with  Sperma  Cetiy  and  other  diluents  of  that 
nature.  Cataplafms  of  bread  and  milk,  fo¬ 
mentations  and  embrocations,  of  the  emol¬ 
lient  and  anodyne  kind,  were  applied  to 
the  affeded  parts  without  relieving  his 
pains,  which  were  very  violent  both  day 
and  night,  but  mod  in  the  night,  having 
then  always  lome  increafe  of  the  fever  : 
they  were  fometimes  intolerable,  requiring 
large  doles  of  opiates  to  procure  a  little  eafe 
and  reft. 

After  about  three  weeks  continuance 
in  this  deplorable  ftate,  I  obferved  a  mani- 
feft  fluduation  in  the  tumor,  the  whole 
length  of  the  maftoid  mufcle?  w7hich  I 
opened  by  an  incilion  of  two  or  three  inches 
long,  juft  above  the  Jiernum,  and  difcharged 
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a  large  quantity  of  a  thin,  fetid,  bloody  fltffe- 

id  ;  by  which  I  difcovered  a  deep  and  ex- 
teniive  caries  upon  that  bone,  and  an  unfa¬ 
thomable  Jihus  underneath  it,  as  well  as  the 
whole  length  of  the  mufcle.  After  laying 
the  carious  part  of  the  bone  quite  bare,  I 
dreffed  it  according  to  general  rules,  with 
TinSl*  Myrrbce ,  fuppreffing  the  fungous 
fiefh  occafionally,  by  touching  it  with  the 
lunar  cauftic  ;  and  conveyed  into  the  Jinufes 
with  an  ivory  fyringe,  fome  of  Bellojle  s 
famaritan  Balfam  warm,  having  a  fmall 
portion  of  Unguent .  e  Gum .  Elemi  &  Tin 51* 
Myrrhce  added  to  it,  applying  foft,  even  lint 
fuperficially,  without  introducing  doflils  in¬ 
to  them ;  by  which  treatment  the  matter 
foon  became  better  conditioned,  and  the 
quantity  gradually  decreafed.  For  fome 
time  he  conftantly  complained  of  the  tafte 
of  the  applications  in  his  mouth  upon  dref- 
iing,  and  faid  he  was  very  fenfible  of  a  kind 
of  yielding  in  one  part  of  the  Gullet  % 
when  he  fwallowed  his  food ;  but  I  cou’d 
never  difcover  any  perforation  in  that  canal, 

by  the  paffing  of  either  meat  or  drink  thro" 

% 

the  wound. 
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The  tumors  upon  his  thighs  and  legs 
ftill  remained  hard  and  painful,  without 
any  external  appearance  of  inflammation  ; 
whence  I  concluded  the  inflammations  were 
upon  the  inverting  membranes  of  the  muf¬ 
cles,  extending  even  to  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  which  connects  the  mufcular  fibres 
together,  the  very  bellies  of  the  mufcles 
feeming  affeCted. 

About  a  month  after,  there  was  a  very 
fen  Able  fluctuation  from  the  hip  almoft  to 
the  heel,  on  the  left  fide,  ftill  without  any 
appearance  of  inflammation  upon  the  {kin ; 
which  made  feveral  of  the  faculty  agree 
with  me  in  opinion,  that  the  fluid  had  been 
contained  in  the  membranes  that  envelop 
the  mufcles.  In  this  fpace  I  made  four 
openings,  each  about  two  inches  long,  at 
due  diftances,  two  on  the  thigh,  and  two 
on  the  leg  5  by  which  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  a  fetid  matter  was  difcharged,  refem- 
bling  putrid  Jefum  and  craj] amentum  ftirred 
together,  after  {landing  fome  days  in  the 
air.  After  thefe  openings  were  made,  we 
ftridtly  examined  the  parts,  and  cou’d  readi¬ 
ly  pafs  our  fingers  into  the  very  bodies  of  the 
mufcles,  where  undoubtedly  blood-veflels 


were 
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were  eroded,  occafioning  this  appearance  of 
the  matter ;  and  this  examination  confirmed 
the  opinion  we  entertained  before  the  open¬ 
ings  were  made.  Next  day  I  difcovered  a Jinus 
from  the  fuperior  part  of  the  thigh,  quite 
to  the  inguen,  and  another,  from  the  fam$ 
part  of  the  thigh,  through  it,  as  far  as  the 
-adipofe  membrane,  juft  below  the  femora! 
artery,  where  I  made  another  opening  of 
the  fame  extent.  By  thefe  openings  the 
matter  paffed  off  very  freely :  I  dreffed  them 
fuperfieially  arid  chiefly  with  pledgets  of 
loft  tow,  moiftened  in  a  ftrong  decodion 
of  walnut-tree  leaves  moderately  warm, 
as  recommended  by  Beliojle  in  his  Hofpital- 
Surgeon,  after  injeding  into  the  Jinufes  a 
little  of  the  balfam  before  mentioned ; 
ufing  expulfive  comprefs  and  bandage, 
when  the  condition  of  the  matter  was 
changed,  and  the  parts  in  a  ftate  to  admit 
of  union.. 

i  •  ' 

Ten  days  after  having  difcharged  thofe 
collodions  of  matter,  the  tumors  of  the 
mufcuL  gaftrocnem .  reU.  &  vajli.  on 
the  other  leg  and  thigh,  having  undergone 

a 
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a  fimilar  change,  were  alfo  opened  amply  on 
the  depending  parts  :  the  fluid  had  exactly 
the  appearance  of  that  proceeding  from  the 

other,  and  the  treatment  after  opening  was 
the  fame. 

9 

Before  thefe  tumors  were  opened,  the 
conftant  pain  and  fever  had  emaciated  the 
patient  to  a  great  degree;  and  after  they 
were  opened  it  was  very  much  to  be  fear¬ 
ed,  the  vaft  difcharge  from  fo  many  large 
cavernous  ulcers  of  fuch  a  nature,  wou’d 
have  funk  him  ftill  more,  and  that  he  muft 
have  ended  his  life  in  a  marafmus  ;  but  the 
large  depending  openings,  giving  the  mat¬ 
ter  a  free  and  uninterrupted  exit,  together 
with  eafy  drefiings,  as  have  been  mention¬ 
ed,  fucceeded  beyond  our  hopes.  The  dif¬ 
charge  from  the  different  parts  was  foon 
moderated,  and  he  was  perfectly  cured  in 
about  fix  months. 

.m 

The  patient’s  diet  was  of  the  foft  and 
moft  nutrimental  kind,  as  good  broths, 
milk,  animal  food  of  the  eafieft  digeftion, 
&c.  and  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
depravity  of  the  fluids  and  laxity  of  the 

G  folids. 


98  CASES  and  REMARKS 

-  T 

folids,  the  bark  and  elix.  vitriol  were  taken 
as  plentifully  as  he  cou’d  bear  them,  with 
fmall  quantities  of  rhubarb  occasionally,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  attend¬ 
ing  coftivenefs. 

Early  in  this  diforder,  a  remarkable 
dirty,  footy  appearance  over  fpread  the  fkin 
of  his  body  and  limbs,  almoft  every  where, 
to  a  much  greater  degree  than  I  ever  faw, 
which  gradually  wore  away,  as  he  recovered 
flefh  and  ftrength,  with  a  free  perfpiration. 

He  is  now  a  very  ftrong  lufty  man,  has 
the  perfect  ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  performs 
his  daily  hard  labor  without  any  complaint. 


Of 
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Of  an  aqueous  Bronchocele ,  or  in- 
cyfted  tumor  upon  the  thyroid 
gland,  attended  with  lingular  cir- 
cumftances,  in  a  perfon  about  1 6 
years  of  age ;  for  which  cafe  I  am 
obliged  to  Mr,  Donne ,  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  Surgeon  in  the  City  of  Nor¬ 
wich . 


'T'HIS  patient  was  brought  under  Mr. 

Donne  s  care,  February  the  2jth9 
1760,  and,  at  his  defire,  I  vifited  himfeveral 
times.  After  his  death  we  differed  and 
examined  the  parts  concerned,  with  the 
utmoft  attention,  apprehending  there  was 
fomething  very  fingular  in  the  cafe,  from 
the  appearances  in  his  life  time,  and  it’s 
furprifmg  event ;  and  then  drew  up  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hiftory  of  it  together. 


The  tumor  began  many  Years  before  ap¬ 
plication  was  made  to  a  Surgeon,  increafing 
very  flowly;  but,  in  the  laft  two  years,  it 
grew  from  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  to  that  of 
a  large  hen’s  egg,  comprefling  the  larynx 

G  2  and 
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and  trachea  fo  much,  that  in  running  or 
ufing  any  violent  exercife,  he  breathed  with 
great  difficulty,  and  made  a  hooping  noife 
in  infpiration;  his  face  was  always  of  a 
dark-red  color,  like  that  of  a  perfon  almoft 
fuffocated;  his  voice  was  weak,  and  talking 
iconftantly  brought  on  a  tickling  cough.  This 
fwelling  was  affixed  to  the  thyroid  and  cri¬ 
coid  cartilages  and  part  of  the  trachea ;  it’s 
external  furface  was  unequal  it  extended 
higher  on  the  right  fide  than  on  the  left, 
having  fomething  of  the  lunated  form  of  the 
thyroid  gland ;  it’s  bafe  was  fo  large,  that 
it  covered  the  carotid  arteries,  and  fome 
part  of  it  funk  below  thofe  veffels. 

.  Several  Surgeons,  in  confutation,  were 
of  opinion,  that  a  fluid  was  contained  in 
this  tumor,  confequently  an  opening  was 
made,  by  which  about  three  ounces  of  an 
aqueous  fluid  was  difcharged,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  confiderably  relieved  immediately  in 
his  breathing ;  but  the  next  day  a  violent 
lover  came  on,  attended  with  great  op~ 
preflion  of  breath,  a  vexatious  cough  and  a 
very  irregular  pulfe.  Thefe  fymptoms  were 
mitigated  by  bleeding,  cooling  and  laxative 
medicines,  &c.  and  the  obfervance  of  a 

ftrjft 


ftridt  regimen  of  diet ;  but  during  their 
continuance,  the  furrounding  parts  felt  em- 
phyfematous,  without  any  appearance  of  the 
aqueous  difcharge  from  the  wound,  the  whole 
furface  of  which  was  covered  with  a  thick . 
vifcous  fordes.  The  fever  fubfidcd  in  about 
a  week,  but  the  tumor,  from  the  firfl  dis¬ 
appearance  of  the  aqueous  difcharge,  began 
to  increafe  again  ;  and  in  this  fhort  fpace  of 
time  it  was  grown  nearly  to  the  fize  it  was 
before  the  opening;  his  breathing  alfo 
became  difficult  and  laborious,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  increafe  of  the  tumor.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  in  confequence  of  an¬ 
other  confultation,  it  was  determined  to 
make  an  opening  on  the  oppofite  fide,  in 

the  moft  depending  part,  and  to  draw  a 
feton  through  the  openings ;  a  free  difcharge 
followed,  and  the  patient’s  difficulty  of 
breathing  was  relieved  as  at  firft ;  however, 
a  fever  came  on  again,  with  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  attending  it  as  before,  only  in  a  more 
violent  degree,  accompanied  with  great 
pain  and  difficulty  of  fwallowing  :  he  fpoke 
and  breathed  like  a  perfon  in  an  angina, 
and  there  appeared  little  hopes  of  his  re¬ 
covery,  for  many  days;  when,  moderate 

G  3  breathing 
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breathing  fweats,  a  copious  fpitting,  a  dis¬ 
charge  of  well  digefted  matter  from  the 
wounds,  and  an  abatement  of  the  fever, 
by  the  former  treatment,  gave  a  fair  prof- 
pe£t  of  fuccefs.  The  fever  went  entirely 
off  foon  after,  and  his  breathing  grew  daily 
better,  though  he  was  not  abfolutely  free 
from  ftrifture  upon  the  larynx  and  pharynx . 
Now,  upon  coughing,  he  threw  up  the  cyft 

of  a  final!  hydatid,  formed,  we  fuppofe  by 
an  obftruCtion  and  gradual  diftention  of  a 
lymphatic  :  upon  which  accident,  notwith- 
ftanding  Mr.  Donne  was  in  the  room  at  the 
very  time,  and  attempted  to  relieve  him  all 
he  cou’d,  he  expired  almoft  inftantaneoufly. 

These  were  the  particular  circumftances 
of  this  lingular  cafe ;  which  were  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for,  by  examining  and  confidering 
the  ftate  of  the  difeafed  parts.  The  trachea 
was  fo  comprefled  and  contracted  in  it's 
diameter,  that  any  degree  of  irritation  on 
the  glottis ,  or  a  few  drops  of  fome  .fluid 
falling  into  the  trachea ,  through  the  hole 
which  will  be*  hereafter  defcribed,  where 
the  tumor  had  a  communication  with  it, 
might  bring  on  a  violent  fpafmodic  ftri&ure : 

and 


and  probably  this  was  the  immediate  caufe 
of  the  patient’s  fudden  death,  by  intercep¬ 
ting  the  air ;  for  fo  long  as  the  cyft  of  the 
hydatid  remained  in  it’s  fituation,  nothing 
cou’d  pafs  from  the  cavity  of  the  tumor  in¬ 
to  the  trachea ;  but  when  that  happened  to 
«  1 

be  diflodged,  fome  of  the  fluid  might  fall 
into  it,  and  occafion  this  fatal  fuffocation* 

In  order  to  a  farther  illuftration  of  this 
very  extraordinary  cafe,  we  lhall  take  no¬ 
tice  of  the  particular  appearances  of  the 
parts  upon  diffedtion,  which  were  fent  to 
Dr.  Hunter . 

The  tumor  was  fituated  under  the 
mufcuh  jlernohyoidei  and  thyrohyoidei ,  which 
were  confiderably  ftretched,  and  their 
breadth  fo  much  increafed,  that  they  ap¬ 
peared  like  one  broad  thin  mufcle,  cover- 
ing  great  part  of  the  anterior  furface  of  the 
tumor,  which  laid  obliquely  crofs  the 
trachea ,  extending  rather  higher  on  the 
right  fide,  as  has  been  obferved;  it’s  di¬ 
ameter  tranfverfely  was  almoll:  three  inches, 
in  the  oppofite  direction  not  quite  fo  much ; 
it  appeared  to  take  it’s  rife  from  the  right 

fide 
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iide  of  the  thyroid  gland,  lying  upon 
part  of  the  trachea  and  thyroid  cartilage.1 
The  gland  itfelf  feemed  to  have  been  gra¬ 


dually  dilated  and  extended  over  the  cyft  of 

the  tumor,  formed  bv  cellular  membrane ; 

* 


for  the  glandular  fubftance  and  this  cyft 
cou’d  be  feparated  a  fmall  fpace  at  the  an- 
terior  part,  where  they  foon  became  fo  in¬ 
timately  united,'  as  to  leave  no  diftindtion 
of  parts ;  but  more  laterally,  they  did  not 
fo  firmly  adhere,  as  to  prevent  their  being 
eafily  divided.  The  tumor  was  extended 
over,  and  attached  to,  almoft  f  of  the 
thyriod  cartilage,  the  whole  of  the  cricoid , 
and  fix  of  the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the 
trachea ,  to  which  laft  it  was  was  very  ftrong- 
ly  connected ;  and  arifing  from  the  thyroid 
gland  on  the  right  fide  as  has  been  mention¬ 
ed,  it  had  forced  the  trachea  confiderably  to 
the  left;  and  as  it’s  bafe  laid  over  the  carotid 
arteries,  encompaffing  I  of  the  trachea , 
fome  part  of  it  rauft  confequently  lie  deeper 

than  thofe  veffels. 


Upon  opening  this  cyft  we  found  it  firm, 
and  unequally  thick,  it  inclofed  the  cyft  of 
another  hydatid,  fimilar  to  that  he  ejected 
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by  coughing,  immediately  before  his 
death,  only  much  larger,  and  quite  dif- 
engaged  from  that  proceeding  from  the 
cellular  membrane,  within  which  it  was 

>  i 

expanded.  On  removing  the  cyft  of  this 
hydatid ,  the  hole  appeared  through  both  the 
glandular  fubftance,  and  the  other  kind  of 
cyft,  admitting  a  common  quill,  which 
penetrated  the  trachea ,  between  the  firft 
ring  of  it  and  the  cricoid  cartilage.  The 
appearance  of  the  preparation  fent  to  Doc¬ 
tor  Hunter  was  altered,  in  feme  refpedts, 
from  that  which  it  had  in  it's  recent  ftate, 
when  the  internal  furface  of  the  cyft 
produced  by  the  cellular  membrane,  was 
full  of  fmall  tubercles,  covered  with  mucus, 
without  any  pus  or  fign  of  ulceration.  In 
opening  the  trachea  and  larynx ,  the  parts 
'  about  the  glottis  and  ventriculi  campani- 
formes ,  appeared  to  be  affeefted  with  a  kind 
of  anafarcous  fwelling;  and  from  the  lower 
edge  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  to  the  eighth 
cartilaginous  ring  of  the  trachea ,  the  right 
fide  of  the  canal  had  been  fo  forcibly  prefix¬ 
ed  upon  by  the  tumor,  that  it  nearly  touch¬ 
ed  the  oppofite  fide. 


Refle&ion 
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REFLECTION. 

'T'HOUGH  the  fituation  of  this  tumor 
**■  was  a  difcouraging  circumftance,  to 

i 

attempt  the  extirpation  of  it  by  incifion  ; 
yet,  all  things  confidered,  with  what  ap¬ 
peared  upon  the  diffedtion  and  accurate  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  parts,  we  are  inclined  to 
think  it  highly  probable,  that  had  an  oval 
piece,  of  a  proper  hze,  been  taken  out, 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  it,  a 
cure  might  have  been  effected,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  eroiion  of  the  trachea  :  and 
the  fuccefs  which  has  attended  Bran- 
chotomy ,  fupports  and  encourages  fuch  pro¬ 
cedure. 

Laft  year  a  Surgeon  lent  a  patient  to  afk  my 
opinion,  concerning  a  tumor  of  this  nature.  I  pro- 
pofed  to  his  confideration  following  the  method  juft 
mentioned  5  but  the  tumor  being  yet  little  or  no 
trouble  or  inconvenience  to  him,  I  believe  nothing 
has  been  done. 


'  ^ 
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Plate  6.  Fig.  I. 

A.  The  Tumor  formed  from 
the  right  fide  of  the  Thyroid 
Gland  attached  to  the 

1 Trachea ,  &c. 

B.  Part  of  the  Thyroid  Gland 
fhewn  on  the  left  fide. 

C.  C.  The  Thyroid  Cartilage. 

D.  D.  D.  The  Os  Hyoides . 

E.  The  Epiglottis . 

F.  The  Trachea. 

* 

v 

Fig.  II. 

A.  A.  A.  A.  A.  The  appearance  of  the  Tu¬ 
mor  before  the  fecond  punc¬ 
ture.  Thefe  marks  1 1  de¬ 
note  the  punctures  through 
which  the  feton  was  drawn. 

B.  B.  B.  The  Os  Hyoides . 

C.  The  Epiglottis. 

D.  The  Trachea . 

E.  The  incifion  made  into  the 
Tumor  after  the  death  of 
the  Patient. 

F.  The  eroded  hole  opening 
above  the  firft  ring  into  the 
Trachea ,  difcovered  by  mak¬ 
ing  this  incifion. 
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Of  fome  diforders  in  the  CEfophagus . 

A.  a  woman  of  a  weak  conftitution 
*  near  forty  years  of  age,  had  long  been 
afflicted  with  a  great  difficulty  in  fwaliowing 
her  food  ;  and  at  length,  for  fome  years  be¬ 
fore  ffie  died,  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
tiling  a  whale  bone,  with  a  final!  button  at 
the  end,  to  propel  it  beyond  the  obftruCted 
part.  I  cou’d  feel  with  my  finger  in  this 
canal,  the  top  of  the  tumor,  which  was 
the  impediment  to  deglutition.  # 

About  a  week  before  her  death,  an 
inflammatory  diforder  increafed  the  old 
complaint,  and  notwithftanding  all  poffible 
means  to  relieve  her,  the  CEfophagus  was 
foon  fo  contracted,  that  ffie  cou’d  neither 
fwallow  liquids,  nor  bear  to  have  any  folid 
food  forced  down,  in  the  ufual  manner,  on 
account  of  the  extreme  tendernefs  of  the 

<•  x  »  •-  •  \  ;  ; 

parts ;  confequently  was  ftarved  to  death. 

In  diffeding  and  examining  the  parts,  I 
found  the  membrane  that  lines  the  CEfo¬ 
phagus,  which  had  been  in  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  flate,  uniformly  much  thickened,  be¬ 
tween 
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tween  two  and  three  inches  in  length,  be¬ 
ginning  to  grow  into  that  condition,  juft 
where  the  pharynx  contrails  to  form  that 
canal  ;  in  the  middle  of  which  fpace,  the 
tumor,  about  the  fize  of  a  very  large  nut¬ 
meg,  was  fituated,  that  I  felt  with  my  fin¬ 
ger  in  her  life  time.  When  the  CEfophagus 
was  (Emulated  to  contrail  by  any  means  in 
the  ail  of  deglutition,  the  fides  of  it  were 
brought  into  contail  with  the  tumor,  to¬ 
tally  excluding  the  paffage  even  of  any  kind 
of  liquid. 

I  have  feen  five  other  women,  of  different 
ages  and  conftitutions  who  had  fweilings 
in  thefe  parts,  within  reach  of  the  finger ; 

all  of  whom,  fooner  or  later,  ended  their 
lives  in  this  miferable  manner ;  but  I  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  parts 
after  death,  only  in  this  cafe. — It  is  not  at 
all  improbable,  that  the  fame  dreadful  confe- 
quences  may  proceed  from  an  extraordinary 
thickening  of  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  CEfophagus ,  without  any  diftindl  tumor 
in  the  paffage. — I  was  lately  defired,  with 
a  Phyfician  and  two  other  Surgeons  to  at¬ 
tend  the  opening  of  this  part,  on  account 

of 


Two  of 
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of  fcrophn- 
lous  habits. 
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of  a  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  which  killed 
the  patient,  fome  time  after  fhe  had  been 
cured  of  a  common  inflammatory  angina . 
— In  this  cafe  we  cou’d  not  difeover,  by  the 
moft  accurate  infpeeftion,  any  evident  caufe 
of  this  fatal  obftruCtion.  We  then  went 
to  fpeculation,  which  indeed  affords  but  a 
faint  light  in  difeovering  the  caufe  of  dif- 
eafes,  and  fuppofed  the  parts  muft  have  been 
in  fo  irritable  a  ftate,  as  to  be  thrown  into 
fpafmodic  contractions,  whenever  fhe  at¬ 
tempted  to  fw allow  any  kind  of  food.— I 
have  alfo  feen  two  men  and  one  woman, 
advanced  in  years,  who  lived,  and  died,  in  a 
flill  more  deplorable  condition,  by  a  difor- 
der  in  this  canal.  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
opening  one  of  .them,  where  I  found  a 
cancerous  excrefcence  and  ulceration,  near 
the  entrance  of  the  CEfophagus  into  the 
ftomach  ;  and  from  the  fimilarity  of  fymp- 
toms,  as  {hooting  pains,  ficknefs,  offerifive 
iafte  in  the  mouth,  befides  the  obftruCtion 
to  the  paffage  of  the  food  into  the  ftomach, 
I  had  good  reafon  to  think  the  other  two 
were  of  the  fame  nature.  At  laft  their 
agonies  were  beyond  expreffion,  when  the 
aliment  came  at  ‘the  obftrudted  part,  moft 

of 
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of  which  was  then  thrown  up.  And  late¬ 
ly  a  poor  man  applied  to  me,  in  great  dif- 

trefs,  who  I  apprehend,  from  his  com¬ 
plaints,  has  fome  fuch  diforder  about  the 
paiddle  of  the  CEfophagus . 


>*  • 
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A  great  number  of  large  ftrumous 
glands  lituated  in  the  Axilla ,  and 
underneath  the  pe&oral  mufcle, 


extirpated  ;  and  an 
f  that  nature  cured 


in  the  fame  patient. 


November  the  \lth9  1750, 

HE  wife  of  H.  L.  of  7*.  twenty 


***  five  years  of  age,  firfi:  perceived 
a  frnall,  indolent  moveable  tumor  in  the 
right  Axilla ,  between  five  and  fix  years  ago, 
which  grew  gradually  in  two  years  to  the 
fize  of  a  turkey’s  egg ;  another  appeared 
then  immediately  beneath  the  clavicle,  and 
in  fix  months  acquired  the  bignefs  of  a 
large  walnut.  Thefe  tumours  increafed  by 
little  and  little,  and  more  glands  became 
obftru&ed  and  fwelled.  About  five  months 
after,  inflammations  feized  both  her  eyes, 
foon  depriving  her  totally  of  the  fight  of 
one  of  them,  and  with  the  other  ihe 
was  fcarce  able  to  guide  herfelf. 


Her 


in  SURGERY. 


1 1 3 

Her  parents  were  healthy,  and  before 
the  appearance  of  the  tumor  in  the  Axilla , 
fhe  had  a  good  date  of  health,  but  after 
that,  was  grievoufly  afflidted  with  pain  in 
her  flomach  and  heat  in  her  bowels,  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  obftinate  coftivenefs  ;  for 
which  fhe  found  but  little  relief,  from  a 
great  variety  of  medicines,  prefcribed  by  a 
very  judicious  practitioner. 

In  this  mod  deplorable  condition  fhe 
fell  under  my  care,  with  the  Axilla  full  of 
diftempered  glands,  beginning  to  have  a 
cancerous  appearance  :  and  a  chain  of  them 
was  continued  from  thence,  extending  to 
the  pedtoral  mufcle  and  neck,  and  daily 
increafing. 

/ 

After  deliberately  confidering  the 
cafe,  I  thought  nothing  cou’d  be  done  to 
any  purpofe,  unlefs  the  difeafed  glands 
cou’d  be  entirely  extirpated  ;  and  a  confu¬ 
tation  was  confequently  held  as  foon  as 
poffible,  confiding  of  a  Phyfician  and  four 
Surgeons  of  eminence,  who  readily  con¬ 
curred  in  my  opinion ;  but  all  of  us  were 
apprehenfive,  that  fhou’d  thefe  glands  be 
removed,  even  then,  it  was  very  doubtful 

H  what 


H4  CASES  and  REMARKS 

what  wou’d  be  the  event  of  the  operation ; 
for,  if  the  difeafe  happened  to  be  flopped 
here,  the  fame  caufe  ftill  exifting,  probably 
wou’d  produce  the  fame  effedt,  in  fome 
other  part  internal  or  external,  and  fruflrate 
our  endeavours. 

Th  ese  indeed  were  very  difcouraging 
circumftances ;  but  the  patient,  after  hav¬ 
ing  heard  what  palled  in  our  confultation, 
as  we  thought  it  right  file  fbou’d  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  danger,  in  order  to  chufe 
for  herfelf,  laid,  with  great  courage  and 
refolution,  fhe  wou’d  fubmit  to  the  opera¬ 
tion,  defiring  to  have  it  done  whenever  it 

1  ■■  1  * 

fhou’d  be  thought  proper. 

A  week  after,  flie  being  duly  prepared 
for  the  operation,  I  performed  it,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  thofe  gentlemen,  beginning  in  the 
Axilla ,  whence  I  diflecled  all  the  glands, 
opening  but  one  blood-veffel  of  any  confe- 
quence,  which  I  eafily  commanded  with 
the  needle  and  ligature,  though  it  laid  deep 
in  the  Axilla ;  I  then  filled  the  wound  with 
foft,  dry  lint,  and  engaged  one  of  my  af~ 
fifl: ants  to  fupport  a  comprefs  upon  it  with 
his  hand.  Having  proceeded  thus  far,  we 

found 
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found  it  expedient  to  refrefh  our  patient’s 
fpirits  with  a  little  wine,  and  allow  her  a 
fhort  refpite ;  after  which,  ffie  readily  con- 
fen  ting  to  my  going  on,  I  made  an  incifion 
from  the  fuperior  part  of  the  other  glands, 
in  a  curved  line,  to  the  angle  of  the  Axilla , 
where  I  left  off,  intending  to  meet  it  at  the 
fame  point  with  another,  in  order  to  remove 
an  oval  piece  of  the  teguments,  together  with 
the  affedted  glands  j  but  inftead  of  laying 
them  bare,  as  we  expedted,  only  the  Pec¬ 
toral  mufcle  came  in  view,  which  circum- 
ftance  made  us  hefitate  a  moment  :  how¬ 
ever,  having  proceeded  thus  far,  it  was 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  go  on ;  and  upon 
this  determination,  I  divided  the  mufcle, 
which  appeared  much  thinner  than  ordina¬ 
ry,  in  an  oblique  direction,  as  far  as  was 
thought  necefiary  •  and  the  glands,  being 
pretty  much  difengaged  from  the  fubjacent 
parts,  were  removed  without  any  difficulty, 
or  effufion  of  blood  worth  regarding.  Thus 
ended  very  happily  one  of  the  moft  tedious 
and  dangerous  operations  any  of  us  had 
everfeen.  There  are  few  difficulties  that 
occur  in  operations,  but  what  we  may  be 

H  2  able 
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able  to  furmount,  if  we  can  preferve  a  calm- 
nefs  and  prefence  of  mind  to  diredt  our 
judgment  and  hand. 

The  number  of  glands  taken  out  of  the 
Axilla  was  nineteen,  of  various  fizes ;  fome 
were  like  large  potatoes,  others  no  bigger 
than  filberts  ;  and  eight  were  fituated  under 
the  pedtoral  mufcle,  which  differed  alfo 
in  their  fize. 

After  drefling  the  wound  with  dry 
lint  and  digeftive,  in  the  common  manner, 
I  applied  foft  compreffes  of  cloth  fpread 
thick  with  Unguent  e  Floribus  Sambuci ,  and 
the  roller  no  ftraiter  than  juft  to  confine  the 
dreffings.  After  every  confiderable  opera¬ 
tion,  we  fhou’d  give  our  utmofl  attention 
to  the  application  of  the  compreffes  and 
bandage,  that  they  may  fit,  and  be  left  as 
eafy  as  poffible  upon  the  tender  parts,  as 
long  continued  pain  may  have  deftrudtive 
confequences.  From  this  confideration,  a 
little  warm  01.  Olivar.  optim.  fhou’d  now 
and  then  be  poured  in,  after  gently  railing 
the  compreffes  and  bandage  in  convenient 


places. 
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places,  that  tenfion  and  inflammation  may¬ 
be  prevented  as  much  as  we  can. 

I 

The  fymptoms  in  confequence  of  the 
operation  were  very  favourable,  the  wound 
digefted  kindly,  and  was  perfectly  cicatrized 
in  eight  weeks.  When  fhe  was  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  bear  alteratives,  I  had  recourfe  to 
them,  particularly  to  frnall  dofes  of  Merc . 
dulcis.  Within  about  three  months,  ihe 
recovered  the  perfect  fight  of  one  eye,  and 
the  inflammation  did  not  continue  upon  the 
other ,  but  the  Cornea  was  too  much  thick¬ 
ened,  to  tranfmit  the  vifual  rays.  When 
the  wound  was  near  healed,  I  firft  put  a 
feton  into  her  neck,  and  afterwards  made 
fuper-fcapulary  fontanels,  which  were  kept 
open  about  two  years.  For  a  long  time  af¬ 
ter  the  wound  was  perfectly  cicatrized,  fhe 
drank  fea-water,  and  took  an  alterative 
medicine  compofed  of  JEthiop .  Min .  & 

,  Antimon .  crud . 


Her  happy  deliverance  from  this  im¬ 
pending  danger,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health  ever  fince,  have  amply  re¬ 
warded  her  for  her  uncommon  fortitude, 

H  3  and 
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and  me  for  my  care  of  her  $  fhe  being  an 
object  of  charity,  and  fupported  at  her 
own  houfe  during  the  cure,  by  the  Gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  I  have  dedicated  thefe  pa¬ 
pers,  whofe  great  delight  is  in  doing  good. 


Another 
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Another  cafe  of  a  fim.il  ar  nature  to 

the  preceding. 

TN  the  year  1760,  a  gentlemans  coach¬ 
man  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  of  an  athletic  habit,  without  any  de¬ 
terminate  evidence  of  an  hereditary  difor- 
der,  had  a  greater  number  of  difeafed 
glands,  of  a  larger  fize  and  worfe  afpedt, 
upon  his  neck,  than  appeared  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafe  ;  and  they  were  deeply  fituated 
between  the  mufcles,  extending  from  his 
ear  to  his  fhoulder,  fome  lying  under  the 
maftoid  mufcle  and  others  under  the  clavicle , 
without  the  leaft  tendency  to  fuppuration  in 
any  of  them.  This  tumor  began  upon  the 
parotid  gland,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  between 
two  and  three  years,  increafed  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  fize ,  and  even  at  firft  wou’d  not  yield, 
in  the  lead,  to  proper  methods,  under  the 
direction  of  a  judicious  Surgeon.  Upon 
this  occaiion,  his  health  in  general  was 
foon  much  impaired  ;  and  he  had  been,  for 
a  confiderable  time,  conftantly  affedted  with 

feverifh  complaints  more  or  lefs.  He  grew 

daily 
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daily  worfe  in  all  refpedts,  and  his  life  was 
now  apparently  in  the  moft  imminent  dan¬ 
ger  :  from  thefe  prevalent  considerations* 
in  confequence  of  a  confultation,  confifting 
of  two  Phyficians  and  three  Surgeons,  I 
was  induced  to  undertake  the  extirpation  of 
thefe  glands,  by  incifion,  though  with 
great  reludtance ;  forefeeing  the  difficulty 
and  danger  of  the  operation,  from  their 
deep  fituation,  between  the  mufcles,  near 
fuch  large  veffels  as  lie  there,  and  under  the 
clavicle . 

After  having  paid  all  due  attention  to 
the  patient’s  bad  ftate  of  health,  and  put 
him  into  as  good  a  condition,  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Phyficians,  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  wou’d  allow,  in  order  to  make  the 
operation  fucceed  the  better,  it  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  prefence  of  all  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  who  had  been  in  confultation,  they 
having  without  hefitation  unanimoufly 
agreed  with  me,  that  no  other  means  car¬ 
ried  the  leaft  poffibility  of  anfwering  any 
good  purpofe  :  indeed  there  feemed  to  us 
no  alternative,  but  to  give  him  a  chance  by 
this  precarious  operation,  or  fuffer  him  to 
die  a  miferable,  lingering  death  inevitably. 

As 
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As  it  was  neceflary,  to  give  fuccefs  to  the 
operation,  that  all  the  diftempered  glands 
fhou’d  be  removed,  there  was  not  lefs  trou¬ 
ble  and  perplexity  in  the  performance  of  it, 
than  was  feared.  It  demanded  a  very  cauti¬ 
ous  procedure  to  feparate  the  glands,  partly 
by  the  fingers  and  thumb,  then  cutting  by 
their  diredtion,  with  the  affiftance  of  my 
brethren,  in  order  to  avoid  wounding  the 
large  fubjacent  veflels,  particularly  the  ca¬ 
rotid  and  fubclavia?2  arteries,  to  which  fome 
of  thefe  glandular  bodies  laid  almoft  conti¬ 
guous  ;  and  indeed  many  of  them  were  fo 
intimately  entangled  with  confiderable 
branches,  that  though,  by  our  great  care  in 
this  point  of  the  utmofi:  confequence,  we 
did  not  injure  the  trunks,  yet  the  effufion 
of  blood  was  much  greater  than  in  the 
former  cafe,  as  well  as  the  operation  more 
tedious.  The  cure  of  the  wound  alfo  proved 
more  difficult,  which  was  retarded  by  the 
excefs  of  fever,  accompanied  with  miliary 
eruptions  to  a  great  degree,  and  of  long  du¬ 
ration  :  however,  in  five  or  fix  months  he 
was  able  to  exercife  his  former  employment ; 
but  about  a  year  after,  he  was  taken  ill  with 
an  epidemic  fever  of  a  dangerous  kind, 

which. 
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which,  in  all  probability,  was  aggravated  by 
his  own  indifcretion,  in  taking  a  long  jour¬ 
ney  in  a  cold  day,  foon  after  he  was  feized 
with  it  ;  and  then,  notwithftanding  all  pof- 
lible  care,  it  quickly  carried  him  off,  as  I 
was  informed  by  the  perfon  who  attended 
him  in  that  illnefs* 


f 
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Of  a  tumor  upon  the  neck,  in 
confequence  of  which,  in  length  of 
time,  the  CEfophagus  was  eroded. 

z*'  A 

T  N  the  year  1763,  a  Surgeon  at  lome  di- 
ftance  from  Norwich ,  then  the  place  of 
my  refidence,  defired  me  to  vifit  a  patient 
with  him  about  fixty  years  of  age,  lately 
fallen  under  his  care  in  a  very  deplorable 
ftate,  with  a  tumor  of  a  depreffed  oval  fi¬ 
gure,  fituated  between  the  majioid  and  cora - 
cohyoid  mufcles.  It  had  been  viiible  more 
than  a  year,  gradually  growing  to  the  fize 
of  a  hen’s  egg,  and  probably  had  begun  up¬ 
on,  or  very  near  the  CEfophagus . - The  tu¬ 

mor,  and  all  that  fide  of  his  neck,  extending 
to  his  head,  was  attended  with  violent  pain  ; 
he  had  long  found  great  difficulty  in  deglu¬ 
tition,  cou’d  now  fwallow  no  folid  food, 
and  was  fenfible  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  very 
offenfive  matter,  frequently  coming  into  his 
mouth,  from  his  throat. 

Upon  a  ftridt  examination  of  the  tumor, 
I  was  very  fenfible  of  a  fluctuation  of  fome 

fluid  in  it ;  and  after  well  weighing  and 
confidering  every  circumftance,  I  ftrongly 

fufpedted 
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fufpedted  there  was  a  communication  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  CEfophagus .  I  propofed 
the  opening  of  it  to  my  Brother,  who  was 
a  young  man,  unexperienced  and  timid ;  he 
difcovered  fears  on  that  account,  and  defired 
me  to  open  it ;  I  readily  complied  with  his 
requeft,  not  having  the  leaft  doubt  upon  my 
mind,  as  to  the  propriety  of  fuch  a  ftep  :  I 
made  a  moderate  opening,  at  which  was  dis¬ 
charged  a  tea-cup  of  ichorous  matter  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fetid ,  and  upon  introducing  a 
probe,  it  palled  into  the  CEj<: p  hag  us  y  without 
any  interruption,  fully  confirming  our  opi¬ 
nion. 

Th  e  matter  was  of  fuch  a  corrofive  na¬ 
ture,  that  it  immediately  turned  the  probe  of 
a  copper  color.  The  dreffings  afterwards 
were  iuperficial,  in  the  common  manner,  af¬ 
ter  injeddng  a  little  warm  jamaritan  balfam 
with  an  ivory  lyringe.  By  opening  the  tu¬ 
mor,  and  this  gentle  treatment,  the  patient's 
pains  were  greatly  mitigated,  he  fwallowed 
foft  food  with  eafe,  and  his  life  was  render¬ 
ed,  though  not  comfortable,  much  more 

>  «  - 

tolerable  $  but  his  conllitution  was  fo  much 
impaired,  that  notwithllanding  all  poflible 
care,  as  drinking  afs’s  milk,  &c.  he  languiihed 
and  died  tabid  about  a  year  after*  A 
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A  poor  man  about  the  fame  age,  and  in 
a  declining  date  alfo,  lately  afked  my  ad¬ 
vice,  in  a  cafe  fimilar  to  this,  which  I  re- 
prefented,  at  his  requeft,  to  the  Surgeon  he 
intended  to  employ ;  giving  an  account  of 
the  preceding,  in  order  to  engage  his  at¬ 
tention  the  more  ;  but  leaving  Norwich 
foon  after,  I  did  not  hear  the  event. 


A 
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A  cancerous  breaft  of  an  enor¬ 
mous  iize  extirpated,  and  the  wound 

healed . 

September  the  1  ith,  1755. 

t 

T  N  a  confultation  held  on  the  cafe  of 
Mrs.  D.  of  P.  a  woman  remarkably 
corpulent,  yet  very  aftive  and  temperate, 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  fhe  had  no 
other  chance  for  relief  than  by  lofing  her 
breaft  ;  which  was  about  a  yard  in  circum¬ 
ference,  not  yet  fixed,  but  threatened  im¬ 
mediate  ulceration. 

Under  thefe  difcouraging  circumftan- 
ces,  we  cou’d  not  urge  the  operation  ;  but 
the  week  following,  at  her  own  defire,  I 
performed  it,  Mr.  Layman  of  Difs>  an 
eminent  Surgeon,  and  the  Surgeon  whofe 
patient  fhe  had  long  been,  affifting  me. 
The  operation  did  not  prove  tedious,  confi- 
dering  the  magnitude  of  the  breaft,  nor  did 
any  thing  material  occur  in  it. 


The 
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The  fkinof  the  whole  bread  was  affec¬ 
ted  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  we  durft  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  preferve  fo  much  of  it  as  we  wou’d 
willingly  have  done;  and  the  membrana 
adipofa  was  near  five  inches  thick  towards 
the  Axilla . 

We  examined  the  principal  diftempered 
gland,  fufpended  in  a  bloody  fluid,  which 
alfo  appeared  of  a  lymphatic  nature,  by 
infpiffating  with  a  moderate  degree  of  heat. 
The  cyfl  which  contained  the  fluid,  was 
formed  of  the  capjula  or  the  gland,  the 
gland  itfelf  remaining  in  a  fcirrhous  date  . 
out  of  which  an  excrefcence  was  grown, 
refembling  the  head  of  a  colly-flower,  as 
reprefented  in  PL  7.  Upon  cutting  into 
the  body  of  the  gland,  which  was  like  the 
gizzard  of  a  turkey,  we  obferved  fome  vef- 
fels  varicous,  others  ruptured,  and  many 
coagula  of  blood,  fuch,  we  fuppofe,  as  the 
Ancients  called  Atra  Bills ,  and  looked  up¬ 
on  to  be  the  efficient  caufe  of  Cancers. 

*  i  .  '  *  ‘  •  *  f  >  ;  *  s  * 

The  wound  healed  very  kindly,  without 
any  bad  accident  fupervening,  and  was  per¬ 
fectly  cicatrized  in  little  more  than  three 
months,  by  the  great  care  of  the  Surgeon 

whofe 
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whofe  patient  (he  had  been  before  ;  and  fhe 
enjoyed  good  health  for  about  a  year  after. 

"December  the  28th,  1756,  I  was  again 
defired  to  meet  her  Surgeon  in  ordinary,  on 
account  of  an  indolent  tumor  which  ex¬ 
tended  uniformly  over  the  whole  fcapula  on 
the  other  fide,  and  meafured  three  feet  and 
eight  inches  in  circumference,  without  the 
bread:,  or  glands  in  the  Axilla ,  being  the 
leaft  affected ;  yet  I  looked  upon  it  as  an 
appearance  of  the  old  leaven,  and  therefore 
advifed  no  application,  only  to  have  it  well 
fupported,  and  that  all  poffible  care  fhou’d 
be  taken  to  prevent  its  breaking  ;  plainly 
forefeeing,  that  under  fuch  a  circumftance* 
her  cafe  wou’d  be  ftill  more  deplorable. 

Before  her  death,  which  happened  on 
April  the  2d,  1757,  the  tumor  was  much 
increafed ;  file  lived  but  a  Ihort  time  after 
it  broke,  and  that  in  the  utmofi;  mifery, 
without  any  eafe,  but  what  was  procured 
by  opiates  :  the  difcharge  was  immenfely 
great,  and  the  matter  not  only  exceflively 
offenfive  in  fmell,  but  the  effluvia  proceed¬ 
ing  from  it  were  fo  virulent,  as  to  affed 

N  thole 
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thole  who  conftantly  attended  her.  One  of 
the  perfons  who  bore  her  to  the  grave  told 
me,  that  the  flench  made  him  very  fick, 
and  that  he  was  immediately  after  feized 
with  a  flux,  which  foon  relieved  him,  and 
carried  off  this  cafual  diforder. 


The  cicatrice  where  the  breaft  was  ex¬ 
tirpated,  continued  perfectly  fmooth  and 
well,  to  the  time  of  her  death,  without  the 

leaft  appearance  of  the  difeafe  upon  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  parts. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  Layman  of  Difs  and  I  were  pre- 
fent,  when  Mr.  Amyas  late  of  Norwich  extirpated  a 
cancerous  breaft,  in  which  we  found  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  gravel,  and  fome  frnall  ftones  in  the  middle 
of  the  glands. 


I 
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Plate  7. 

The  reprefen tation  of  the  cancerous  gland. 

r  '  4  ^ 

A.  A.  A.  A.  The  common  teguments. 

B. B.B.B.  The  Capfula  of  the  Gland 

which  formed  the  cyft,  con¬ 
taining  the  bloody  fluid. 

C.  C.  C.  The  colly-flower-like  excrel- 

cence  which  fprouted  from 
the  body  of  the  gland. 

D.  The  Fimbria  which  laid  loofe 

upon  the  gland,  but  was 
attached  to  the  excrefcence. 

E.  The  incifion  into  the  body  of 

the  gland,  which  difcovered 
the  varicous  and  ruptured 
veflels,  and  the  coagula  of 
blood* 
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A  cancerous  difeafe,  which  arofe 
from  drinking  fome  liquor  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  matter  that 

ilTued  from  an  ulcerated  cancer. 

■  _  •  '4 

T  N  the  year  1752,  I  was  defired.  to  vifit 
A  a  perfon  of  great  virtue  and  veracity  in , 
the  City  of  Norwich ,  near  fixty  years  of 
age,  who  had  a  cancerous  tumor  upon  her 
bread,  with  the  glands  in  the  Axilla  much 
affedted,  caufing  a  large  cedematous  fwelling 
of  the  whole  arm  quite  to  the  fingers  ends, 
attended  with  great  pain. 

The  account  fhe  gave  me  of  her  very 
Angular  cafe,  confirmed  by  her  relations, 
was  as  folio weth.  That  her  parents  were 
healthy,  and  that  when  fhe  was  a  child 
about  three  years  old,  fhe  went  with  her 
ij  mother  to  vifit  a  friend,  who  had  an  ulce- 
11  rated  cancer  upon  her  bread,  which  had 
juft  been  drefied  ;  and  fome  of  the  liquor, 
with  which  it  had  been  wafhed,  handing 
in  a  tea-cup  upon  the  table,  fhe  drank  a  lit— 

I  tie  of  it.  In  confequence  of  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  accident,  an  eating  ulcer  feized  her 

I  2  tongue, 
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tongue,  and  one  fide  of  her  mouth,  about 

I 

a  fortnight  after  ;  making  difmal  ravage  of 
the  cheek,  on  the  outfide  as  well  as  on  the 
infide.  On  this  account,  Ihe  was  put  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  a  Surgeon  of  great  charadter 
in  London,  who  found  much  difficulty  in 
flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  here. 
More  than  twenty  years  after,  the  leaven 
fhewed  itfelf  upon  her  thigh,  where  fh$ 
had  received  a  contufion  by  a  fall,  fome 
years  before ;  and  an  abfcefs  was  now  form¬ 
ed  near  the  bone  towards  the  articulation 
of  the  hip,  which  was  alfo  cured  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty,  by  a  very  able  Surgeon 
at  Norwich .  She  enjoyed  a  tolerable  good 
flate  of  health  after  this,  for  about  fifteen 
years,  and  then  difcovered  a  fmall  fcirrhous 
knot  in  her  breafl,  indolent  and  moveable, 
increafing  but  flowly  till  the  time  of  the 
ceffation  of  the  menflrual  difcharge,  when 
it  began  to  increafe  very  confiderably  :  in  a 
few  years  it  poiTeffed  the  whole  breafl,  and 
at  laft  the  glands  in  the  Axilla  likewife. 
The  tumor  remained  in  an  occult  flate  as 
long  as  fhe  lived  ;  but  fome  months  before 
her  death,  her  arm  became  affedted  as  has 
been  defcribed. 


Monfi 
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Monf.  Dtonis  fays,  that  out  of  twenty  women  who 
had  cancers  in  their  breafts,  he  obferved  fifteen  of  them 
were  feized  with  the  difeafe  at  between  45  and  50 
years  of  age,  the  time  when  nature  generally  fufFers  a 
confiderable  change  from  a  ceffation  or  diminution  of 
the  menftrual  evacuation  :  and  he  alfo  fays  that  he  faw 
many  women  in  the  monafteries  afflicted  with  cancers, 
who  were  about  that  age,  in  a  tour  he  ma<£?  through 
the  provinces  in  France . 
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A  cafe  in  which  an  immenfe  quan¬ 
tity  of  bloody  lymph  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  bread;  of  a  woman 
about  40  years  of  age  ;  and  all 
the  glands  in  a  very  putrid  ftate. 

W O  years  ago  I  was  in  confultation 
with  a  Phyfician  and  a  Surgeon  in  this 
cafe,  which  much  refembled  thofe  collecti¬ 
ons  of  bloody  lymph  mentioned  by  the 
celebrated  Profeffor  Monro  in  vol.  5  of  the 
Med.  Effays,and  in  which  we  had  nofuccefs. 

It  was  a  dreadful  cafe  indeed,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  lived  feveral  days  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
trefs,  with  an  invincible  locked -jaw.  This 
convulfion,  thus  denominated  by  the  mo¬ 
derns,  did  not  pals  unobferved  by  the  im¬ 
mortal  Hippocrates ,  as  appears  in  the  feventh 
book  of  his  Epidemics  ;  but  he  knew  no 
cure  for  it :  that  important  difcovery  was 
referved  for  the  preient  age  ;  and  we  have 
fome  instances  of  cures  having  been  per¬ 
formed,  in  the  London  Med.  Obfervations 
and  Inquiries,  by  the  liberal  ufe  of  that  di¬ 
vine  remedy,  Opiunij  as  I  have  before  men¬ 
tioned.  Reflections 
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Reflections  and  Remarks  relative 
to  the  extirpation  of  cancerous 
breads,  &c.  by  incifion, 

P  ROM  the  fuccefs  I  have  obferved  to  at¬ 
tend  this  operation,  in  patients  of 
others  as  well  as  my  own,  in  a  fufficient 
number  of  inftances,  I  think  too  much  dis¬ 
couragement  has  been  given  to  it.  In  or¬ 
der  to  have  it  fucceed  the  better,  the  utmoft 
attention  (hou’d  be  paid  to  the  eradication 
of  every  difeafed  glandular  fubftance  that 
can  poffibly  be  difcovered,  be  it  ever  fo 
fmall,  and  not  leave  any  in  the  Axilla  : 
And  when  the  operation  ihall  be  thought 
advifable,  after  being  deliberately  confidered 
in  confultation,  even  where  there  is  fome 
adhefion  of  the  tumor  to  the  peftoral  muf- 

cle,  it  is  certainly  right  to  diffedt  off  a  con- 

*»» 

fiderable  portion  of  that  along  with  it ;  and 
I  have  feen  good  conferences  from  fuch 

pradtice. 

A  noble  Lady  of  tranfcendent  virtues 

and  unexampled  fortitude,  for  whom  I  had 

the 


N 
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♦  ( 
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the  honour  of  performing  this  operation 
more  than  fix  years  ago,  has  enjoyed  a  per- 
fed:  good  ftate  of  health  ever  fince,  which 
her  Ladyfhip  has,  from  time  to  time,  gi¬ 
ven  me  the  great  pleafure  and  fatisfadion  of 
knowing,  in  a  manner  that  adds  to  her 

dignity  and  my  obligations.- - In  her 

cafe,  the  glands  in  Axilla ,  and  the  whole 
bread:,  had  long  been  much  affeded :  yet 
the  wound  not  only  healed  fpeedily  and 
kindly,  but  the  cicatrice  never  broke  in  the 
leaft  degree  after  it  was  firfl  ciofed  •>  nor  has 
there  been  any  kind  of  appearance  of  the 
difeafe  upon  that  or  any  other  part  fince, 
though  various  reports  to  the  contrary,  and 
even  very  lately,  have  been  fpread  by  buly 
people  too  ready  at  invention. 

About  three  years  ago  I  was  called  into 
confutation  with  a  Phyfician  and  a  Sur¬ 
geon,  for  a  Gentlewoman  upwards  of  forty 
years  of  age,  concerning  a  cancerous  difor- 
der  of  many  years  handing,  vvhich  extend* 
ed  over  great  part  of  the  deltoid  mufcle. 
It  was  now  grown  much  worfe,  and  evi¬ 
dently  affeded  her  health  in  general  ;  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  abforption  of  putrid  matter* 


Though 
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-Though  this  tumor,  which  had  al¬ 
ways  been  flat,  and  had  long  been  ulcera¬ 
ted,  had  a  true  carcinomatous  appearance, 
and  was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  fubjacent 
mufcle,  yet,  confldering  all  circumftances, 
and  that  no  method  had  procured  relief  of 
any  confequenee,  we  unanimoufly  propofed 
the  extirpation  of  it ;  taking  in  an  inch  of 
the  found  ikin,  and  a  confiderable  thicknefs 
of  the  mufcular  fubftance  itfelf,  in  difieCting 
it  off.  The  operation  fucceeded  happily  ; 
the  cicatrice  ftands  perfectly  well,  £he  can 
elevate  her  arm,  and  ufe  it  in  all  directions, 
without  any  impediment ;  enjoying  a  much 
better  ftate  of  health  than  fhe  had  done  for 

many  years.— - -During  the  cure  of  the 

wound  by  the  common  treatment,  alterative 
remedies  of  the  ulual  kind  were  prefcribed, 
and  an  exaCt  regimen  of  diet  obferved ;  and 
when  it  was  nearly  healed,  fuperfcapulary 
fontanels  were  advifed  ;  more  particularly 
on  account  of  fome  great  complaints  ihe 
had  been  fubjeCt  to  a  long  while,  both  in 
her  flomach  and  bowels. 


See 
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See  differtations  upon  cancers,  in  the  Mem.  de 
FAcad.  Roy.  de  Chirurg.  Tom.  i  and  3  :  And  in.  -the 
prize  Mem.  of  that  Society  upon  the  fame  fubjedl. 

There  has  been  a  medicine  of  a  cauftic  nature,  fome 
years  in  great  vogue  in  this  Kingdom  for  the  extirpa¬ 
tion  of  cancers,  the  bafis  of  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
Arj'enic ,  qualified  to  render  it  more  gentle  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  ;  but  notwithstanding  that  qualification,  it  is  well 
known  to  act  with  a  greater  or  leffer  degree  of  pain  as 
other  cauftics  do,  according  to  the  local,  or  conflitu- 
tional  fenfibility  of  the  patient.- - All  things  delibe¬ 

rately  confidered,  it  appears  highly  probable,  the  pre¬ 
ference  will  ftill  be  given  to  the  judicious  ufe  of  the 
knife  in  extirpating  cancers.  This  matter  Mr.  Ga- 
taker  has  fet  in  a  proper  light,  in  his  introduction  to 

his  E flays  on  medical  fubjecb.- - Alfo  fee  what  Mr. 

Beckett ,  who  was  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hofpital,  fays 
uoon  this  fubjedt  in  his  chirurgical  tradts,  con¬ 
cerning  the  ufe  of  applications  to  cancers  which 
have  Arfenic  in  their  compofition.  He  concludes  by 
difcouraging  their  ufe,  after  having  well  attended  to 
their  eftedls. 
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An  abfcefs  in  the  Pleura  opened 

and  cured. 

T\yr  R.  R.  N.  of  M.  about  forty-five  years 
of  age,  who  had,  by  great  intempe¬ 
rance,  injured  a  good  conftitution,  was 
feized  with  a  pleurify  in  the  beginning  of 
September  1755  ;  on  which  account  he  was 
blooded,  and  treated  as  regularly,  as  an  un¬ 
tradable  patient  wou’d  permit ;  but  all  to 
little  purpofe.  Refpiration  became  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult,  attended  with  a  violent  cough 
and  continual  fever.  He  grew  daily  worfe 
in  all  refpedls,  and  his  life  appeared  to  be  in 
the  moft  imminent  danger  ;  yet,  not  being 
truly  fen  Able  of  his  condition,  when  urged 
by  his  friends  to  do  what  was  proper,  he 
rejected  their  perfuafions,  and  fhewed  an 
invincible  obftinacy ;  but  at  length  his 
breathing  becoming  fo  difficult  as  to  threat¬ 
en  immediate  fuffocation,  I  was  called  to 
him  in  great  hafte,  Otfober  the  25th. 

Besides  thefe  fymptoms,  I  found  him 
greatly  emaciated.  After  ftridt  inquiry,  and 

obtaining 
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obtaining  all  the  information  I  cou’d  from 
himfelf,  and  thofe  who  attended  him,  I 
carefully  examined  the  affedted  fide,  and, 
comparing  it  with  the  other,  it  appeared 
rather  thicker,  efpecially  where  he  com¬ 
plained  of  a  fixed  pain,  which  was  between 
the  fifth  and  fixth  rib,  about  the  middle  of 
the  fpace  from  the  Jlernum  to  the  /pine up¬ 
on  which  part  I  underftood  he  had  former¬ 
ly  received  a  blow,  though  he  had  no  com¬ 
plaint  in  confequence  of  that  accident, 
worth  taking  notice  of,  till  he  was  attacked 
with  this  pleuretic  difeafe. 

After  having  confidered  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftanees,  I  was  inclined  to  think  an  ab- 
feefs  was  formed  in  the  pleura ,  and  that 
the  matter  woud  foon  make  its  way  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax ,  if  it  had  not  al¬ 
ready  done  fo  \  which  confideration  deter¬ 
mined  me  to  propofe  the  operation  directed 
in  the  Empyema ,  without  delay,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  means  of  relieving  him.  He  was  very 
much  averfe  to  this  ;  but  by  reafoning  with 
him,  and  fhewing  the  improbability  of  af¬ 
fording  him  relief  in  any  other  manner, 

joined  to  the  earned:  intreaty  of  his  relations 

and 


\ 
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and  friends,  he  did  at  laft  comply  with 
what  I  propofed. 

The  operation  was  then  forthwith  per¬ 
formed,  dire&ly  upon  the  part  where  he 
complained  of  pain,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
fetid  matter  was  evacuated.  The  next 
day,  in  order  to  keep  the  aperture  open, 
for  a  free  difcharge  of  the  matter,  in  the 
intervals  of  drefling,  I  introduced  a  flat 
hollow  tent,  dipped  into  Bellojles  com¬ 
pound  Samaritan  Balfam  ;  applying  over  it 
a  piece  of  common  plafter,  having  a  hole  in 
the  middle  correfponding  to  the  mouth  of 
the  tent,  with  a  foft  comprefs,  a  laced 
flannel  bandage  and  fcapulary.  The  tent 
was  made  of  a  leaden  canula,  covered  with 
a  piece  of  plafter,  with  ears  of  a  fuflicient 
length  and  breadth  to  reft  fteadily  upon  tl*& 
rib  above  and  below,  confined  to  the  part 
with  ftrips  of  plafter.  This  method  of 
dreffing  I  have  often  found  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  perfectly  well  in  fuch  cafes. 

Upon  the  evacuation  of  the  matter,  he 
was  immediately  relieved,  the  pain  and 
cough  ceafed,  he  breathed  freely  in  every 
pofition  of  his  body,  in  a  fhort  time  the 

fever 
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fever  left  him,  and  he  recovered  a  good 
appetite.  The  difcharge  was  very  large  for 
about  ten  days,  then  became  moderate : 
when  the  matter  was  grown  well  condition¬ 
ed,  and  the  quantity  of  it  much  leffened, 
I  left  out  the  tent ,  and  carefully  touched 
the  circumference  of  the  wound  with  Lap. 
infernalis ,  dreffing  for  the  future  fuperfici- 
ally  ;  and  in  about  fix  weeks  it  was  perfect¬ 
ly  healed.  During  the  cure,  afs’s  milk, 
balfamics,  &c.  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  were 
prefcribed,  and  he  foon  recovered  as  good  a 
Rate  of  health,  as  in  the  former  part  of  his 
life. 


When  we  have  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  an  abfcefs  may 
be  forming  in  the  pleura,  we  cannot  be  too  watchful, 
as  it  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  difcover  and^  open 
it  before  it  burfts  and  difcharges  the  matter  into  the 
cavity  of  the  Thorax.  What  Mr.  Sharp  in  his  Criti¬ 
cal  Inquiry,  and  Monf.  Le  Dran  in  his  Operations 
and  Obfervations  in  Surgery,  have  written  upon  this 
fubjedt,  with  the  different  kinds  of  Empyima  and  Ab- 
fcejjes  in  the  Thorax ,  deferve  to  be  read  with  the  greateft 
attention.  Bonetus  in  his  Anatomia praftica  has  alfo  a 
collection  of  cafes  to  the  fame  purpofe,  well  worth 
reading. 


A 
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A  hiftory  of  a  cafe,  and  what  ap¬ 
peared  upon  opening  the  body  of 
a  robuft  man  aged  45. 

/ . .  -  -  •  j-  *  •/  ;  -•  »  -i.  •+  -  t  •  v  .  -■  ^  .. 

Feb.  24th,  176 1. 

T?  IGHT  years  before  his  death,  he  was 
kicked  by  a  horfe,  upon  the  lower 
part  of  the  Floor  ax,  towards  the  right  fide. 
He  immediately  difcharged  much  blood  at 
the  mouth,  complained  of  violent  pain, 
and  his  life  was  thought  to  be  in  imminent 
danger  :  however,  by  proper  treatment,  he 
was  relieved,  but  was  never  after  free  from 
complaint,  at  times,  upon  the  injured 
parts and,  for  the  laft  three  or  four  years, 
of  his  life,  every  three  weeks  or  month,  or 
oftner,  he  ufed  to  throw  up,  or  pump  up 
as  he  exprefied  himfelf,  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  purulent  matter,  which  was  thought, 
though  with  no  good  reafon,  to  proceed 
from  his  ftomach  ;  and  then  grow  fo  ealy 
and  well  as  to  follow  his  ordinary  employ¬ 
ment  again.  About  three  weeks  before  he 
died,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  of 

his 
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his  fide,  attended  with  great  difficulty  in 
refpiration,  which  was  confidered,  and 
treated  as  a  common  pleuretic  diforder,  but 
without  any  relief  •,  nor  did  he  cart  up  any 
purulent  matter,  in  the  ufual  manner,  as  I 
was  informed,  for  I  never  faw  him  whilft 
living  ;  but  received  this  account  from  a 
very  intelligent  perfon,  who  was  perfe&ly 
well  acquainted  with  every  circumftance  of 
his  difeafe,  from  the  beginning. 

I  was  defired,  with  two  other  Surgeons, 
to  open  the  body,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Phyfician,  who  had  attended  the  patient  in 
his  dying  illnefs.  Upon  difledrion,  and  a 
very  accurate  examination  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen ,  both  which  cavities  were 
brought  in  view  at  the  fame  time,  we  found 
all  their  vifcera  found,  except  the  lungs, 
on  the  fide  where  the  original  hurt  was  re¬ 
ceived,  the  inverting  membrane  of  which 
had  a  very  ftrong  adhefion  to  the  pleura  : 
and  in  the  right  lobe  of  that  organ,  there 
was  a  great  collection  of  purulent  matter ; 
the  depending  part  of  which  cavity,  where 
the  matter  was  contained,  was  between  the 
rtxth  and  feventh  ribs,  counting  from 

above. 


in  SURGERY.  j45 

above.  This  was  a  very  favourable  place  for 
the  operation  of  the  Empyema $  and  tha  .might 
have  prolonged  the  patient’s  life,  if  it  had 
not  cured  him  :  but  the  true  nature  of  the 
difeafe  had  not  been  difcovered,  confe- 
quently  that  was  omitted.  The  matter 
was  forcing  its  own  way  externally,  and 
had  penetrated  the  internal  intercoftal 
mufcle  between  thofe  ribs,  and  made  them 
carious.  This  large  cavity  containing  the 
matter,  extended  into  the  right  lobe  of  the 
lungs,  about  half  its  breadth  and  length 
obliquely  upwards  ;  whence  the  matter, 
by  Jinufes  formed  in  the  air-veflfels,  was 

carried  into  the  Bronchia ,  then  to  the  Tra¬ 
chea,  and  fo  evacuated  by  the  mouth,  when 
the  cavity  was  full  :  and  when  he  was 
about  pumping  it  up,  as  he  called  it,  he 
ufed  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  oppofite 
fide,  or  put  his  head  between  his  knees  $ 
in  which  poftures  it  wou’d  fometimes  run 
out  fpontaneoufly,  without  any  force, 

more  than  the  natural  addon  of  the  lungs 
and  diaphragm,  to  expel  it...  ■  ■ — It  is 
alfo  farther  remarkable  in  this  cafe,  that 
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the  patient  was  fat  and  full  of  fiefli,  with¬ 
out  ever  having  had  any  fymptoms  of  a 
wafting  heftic,  from  the  matter  lying  con¬ 
tinually  in  the  lungs  for  fo  many  years. 


■t 
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Another  cafe,  in  which  the  nature 
of  it  was  not  fully  difcovered, 
till  the  body  was  opened  alter 
death. 

JN  "January  1765,  I  was  defired,  with 
a  Phyfician  and  two  Surgeons,  to  vifit  a 
poor  girl  about  twenty  years  of  age,  who 
had  a  tumor,  of  many  months  duration, 
upon  her  loins  >  at  which  part  two  of  the 
vertebra  projected  considerably.  The 
fummer  preceding,  the  had  pulmonic  com¬ 
plaints  ;  whence  it  was  apprehended,  that 
the  matter,  evident  in  this  tumor,  might 
be  originally  formed  in  the  lungs,  or  fome 
other  part  in  the  thoracic  cavity,  and  have 
gradually  defcended,  though  we  cou’d  not 
be  well  informed,  whether  there  had  been 
any  figns  of  an  Empyema  immediately  in 
confequence  of  the  pulmonic  diforder  :  but 
what  ftrengthened  the  conjecture,  was  my 
having  obferved  three  or  tour  cafes,  in 
[  which  the  matter  was  originally  collected 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  Thorax,  and  fhewed  it- 
felf  in  the  lumbar  region. 

Some  time  after  opening  the  tumor, 
which  contained  a  very  ill-conditioned, 
acrimonious  matter,  {he  alfo  expectorated 
a  putrid  fanies>  which  circumflance  con¬ 
firmed  our  opinion.  In  this  miferable  con¬ 
dition  {he  lingered  many  months ;  and 
what  Hill  added  to  her  diftrefs,  about  two 
months  before  Ihe  died,  her  lower  extre¬ 
mities  became  paralytic,  from  the  fpinal 
marrow  being  affedted. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  we  found 
more  than  a  common  adheiion  of  the  lungs 
to  the  pleura  ;  they  were  in  a  manner 
grown  into  one  fub fiance,  not  to  be  fepa- 
rated  without  tearing  the  parts.  Here 
the  fource  of  the  difeafe  appeared,  commu¬ 
nicating  with  the  tumor  that  was  opened 
upon  the  loins.  All  the  intermediate  ver~ 
tebrce ,  from  the  fourth  of  the  back  to  the 
third  of  the  loins,  were  more  or  lefs  cari¬ 
ous  y  and  the  ribs  at  their  jundtion  with 
the  vertebra,  and  under  the  adhefion  of  the 
lungs  and  pleura ,  were  affedted  m  the  like 
manner. 


An 
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An  incv^ed  tumor  lltuafed  between 

4 

the  mulcles  of  the  Abdomen  aud 
the  P 'eritonceum 

t 

M  R.  C.  M.  a  man  of  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  bodily  vigour  and  mufcular 
ftrength,  aged  about  thirty-five,  received 
fome  blows  upon  the  Abdomen  in  a  boxing 
match,  which  were  not  attended  with  any 
worfe  confequences  than  flight  tranfient 
pains,  for  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  years  ; 
after  which  period,  a  circumfcribed  tumor 
appeared  three  or  four  inches  round  the  na^ 
vel,  accompanied  with  a  conftant  obtufe 
pain.  In  this  ftate  it  remained  feveral 
years,  making  but  a  flow  progrefs ;  and  the 
Diagnojlics  were  fo  obfcure,  that  thofe 
whole  advice  he  took,  were  very  dubious 
concerning  the  nature  of  his  difeafe. 

About  ten  years  were  elapfed  fince  the 
accident,  when  he  came  to  afk  my  opinion, 
Odlober  the  12th*  1741.  After  conn Jenng 
the  detail  he  gave  me  of  his  cafe  from  the 
beginning,  and  ftri&ly  examining  the  tu- 
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mor,  which  was  increafed  in  the  laft  fix 
months  to  a  great  fize,  extending  moft  to¬ 
wards  the  inguen ,  I  was  inclined  to  think  it 
of  the  lymphatic  and  incyfted  kind.  His 
health  had  long  been  greatly  impaired,  the 
tumor  was  prominent  and  much  inflamed 
at  the  navel*  the  matter  feemed  to  have 
made  its  way  through  the  cyft,  and  juft 
ready  to  break  through  the  fkin. 

I  attended  him  as  foon  as  he  return¬ 
ed  home,  and  upon  attempting  to  rife  from 
his  feat  when  I  entered  the  room,  the  fkin 
broke,  and  a  large  quantity  of  a  brown, 
lymphatic  fluid,  flowed  out  at  the  navel. 
As  the  matter  had  made  its  own  wTay,  he 
woud  not  fuffer  me  to  make  an  opening  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tumor,  either  by  inciflon 
or  cauftic,  as  I  propofed  and  urged  $  nor 
yet  to  remove  the  thin  teguments  at  the 
navel  by  knife  or  fciflars,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  more  free  and  uninterrupted  exit  to 
the  matter  ;  but  through  much  perfuaflon 
he  did  allow  me  to  touch  them  with  a  piece 
of  the  pipe-form  Lap.  inf  emails.  Next 
day  the  aperture  was  plugged  up  with  a  ftifF 
gelatinous  fubftance,  which  I  extracted 
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with  my  forceps,  and  then,  after  pufhing 
back  the  cyft,  at  leaft  three  pints  of  the 
fame  kind  of  fluid  gufhed  out.  The  dref- 
ling  was  after  the  ufual  manner,  and  when 
the  efebar  fell  ofif,  I  touched  the  parts  again 
with  the  cauftic,  as  much  as  an  ungoverna¬ 
ble  patient  wou’d  allow  aiming  to  open, 
by  this  means,  an  ample  paffage  for  the  cyft. 
Thus  I  proceeded,  and  on  November  the 
3d,  when  I  removed  the  dreflings,  I  found 
the  cyft,  refembling  an  inflated  inteftine, 
ftrangled  in  the  opening,  ftill  too  narrow  to 
admit  of  an  eafy  extraction  ;  but  with  great 
care  and  trouble,  I  did  extraCt  it  whole. 
It  was  in  fubftance  about  the  thicknefs  of 
the  large  inteftines,  very  putrid,  and  had  a 
cadaverous  fmell  exceffively  oflfenfive.  A 
few  days  after,  I  extracted  another  entire 
cyft  of  a  fmaller  fize. 

There  was  now  an  immoderate  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  fetid  matter,  highly  acrimoni¬ 
ous,  which  excoriated  the  Ikin,  and  turned 
filver  in  a  minute’s  time  like  copper,  as  if 
put  into  a  corrofive  fpirit.  He  had  a  cough, 
was  heCtical,  and  daily  loft  flefh  and 
ftrength  ;  yet,  as  the  cyfts  were  come  away, 

this 
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this  untractable,  inconfiderate  patient, 
thought  he  fhou’d  foon  be  cured,  and  all 
the  arguments  I  cou’d  ufe  were  not  preva¬ 
lent  enough  to  convince  him,  that  much 
ftill  depended  upon  making  an  opening  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Jinus ,  which  was  very 
capacious*  Under  tliefe  circumftances  I 
was  greatly  embarrafled,  and  dreading  the 
word:  confequenc$>  wou’d  attend  the  con- 
ftant  abforption  of  putrid  matter  into  the 
blood,  I  infilled  upon  a  confultation,  in 
hopes  the  refult  of  it  wou’d  influence  him 
to  fubmit  to  what  appeared  to  me  abfolutely 
neceflary  to  be  fpeedily  done. 

A  very  eminent  Phyfician  and  Surgeon 
in  the  City  of  Norwich  were  accordingly 
confulted,  and  after  examining  the  part, 
and  confidering  the  condition  the  patien^ 
was  in,  they  both  peremptorily  told  him,  he 
mu  ft  fubmit  to  a  depending  opening  being 
made,  as  I  had  propofed,  if  he  woifd  give 
himfelf  a  chance  for  his  life.  The  thick- 

/  :  j  tv  i  #  £  ’  --  -  ■  ■■■  »  * 

nefs  of  the  parts,  I  believe,  was  about  two 
inches,  through  which  an  opening  was 
agreed  upon  to  be  made  by  a  cauftic.  I 

forefaw  the  difficulty  that  wou’d  attend  ef¬ 
fecting 
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fedting  it,  by  the  common  manner  of  apply¬ 
ing  the  cauftic  5  therefore,  after  moiftening 
the  fkin  with  a  few  drops  of  warm  water^ 
I  began  with  rubbing  it  gently  with  a  piece 
of  pipe-form  Lapis  mj  emails ;  and  having 
thus  mortified  the  fkin  and  membrana  adipo - 
fa ,  I  divided  the  Efchar  immediately  with  a 
lancet,  laying  the  mufcle  in  view,  and 
thrufting  the  point  of  the  lancet  a  little  way 
into  it ;  I  then  took  a  pointed  piece  of  the 
cauftic-ftone,  and  by  turning  and  pufhing  it 
with  a  moderate  force,  wrought  into  the 
bottom  of  the  firms ,  as  the  probe  directed, 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour :  through  this 
opening  I  drew  a  feton,  dipped  in  Belief  e s 
compound  Samaritan  Balfam ,  and  loon 
gained  a  free  difeharge  of  the  matter  at 
this  depending  place,  immediately  above 
the  ring  of  the  mufcle  on  the  right  fide. 

Within  a  week  or  ten  days  there 
was  a  vifible  amendment  in  the  patient’s 
health,  and  the  matter  grew  better  condi¬ 
tioned.  Soon  after  the  Efchar  was  digef- 
ted  off,  I  difeontinued  the  feton,  introdu- 
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cing  a  leaden  canula  in  its  Read,  through 
which  the  matter  pafled  uninterrupted, 
and  ordered  a  flannel  body  piece  to  be  laced 
on,  with  an  eafy  comprefs  ftitched  to  it,  to 

reft  upon  the  fuperior  part  of  the  Jinus . 
When  the  matter  appeared  well  condition¬ 
ed,  and  in  a  final!  quantity,  I  left  out  the 
canula  and  drafted  faperficially,  only  with 
dry  lint  and  a  common  plafter.  By  this 
treatment,  with  a  few  internals  and  drink¬ 
ing  afs’s  milk,  he  was  perfectly  cured  in 
about  four  months.  He  lived  many  years 
after,  and  often  told  me  he  enjoyed  as  good 
health  as  in  the  former  part  of  his  life, 
without  finding  any  confiderable  diminu¬ 
tion  of  his  flrength.  He  died  at  laft  in 
confequence  of  a  mad  frolick,  by  a  fall  from 
his  horfe. 


From  what  I  have  obferved  myfelf,  in  a  variety  of 
inftances,  1  have  reafon  to  believe,  the  application  of 
the  Lapis  infernalis  in  the  manner  I  have  deferibed, 
will  be  found  moll  eligible,  as  it  acts  much  quicker, 
and  the  Eifcbar  can  be  made  of  the  very  dimenfions  we 
chufe.  The  cauftic  and  oppofite  caultic,  as  it  is  call¬ 
ed  and  recommended  by  Dodtor  Barry ,  in  the  4th 
vol.  of  the  Edinburgh  Med.  Effays,  add  very  power¬ 
fully  j  which  method  was  pradtifed  by  IVifeman ,  in. 
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deftroying  ftrumous  glands,  and  upon  his  authority  I 
followed  it,  on  various  occafions,  long  before  D  £tor 

Barry's  recommendation  of  it. - See  notes  at  the 

end  of  the  chapter  concerning  applications  neceflary 
in  the  cure  of  wounds,  in  my  trcatife  upon  that  fub- 
jea.  . 


Of 
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Of  a  Prolapfus  Ant ,  &c. 

T  N  the  year  1749,  I  was  confulted  in  this 
cafe  by  a  Gentleman’s  wife*  wherein  the 
parts  fufpending  the  Anus ,  had  been  fo  re¬ 
laxed  for  a  long  time*  that  fhe  was  not  able 
to  walk  acrofs  the  room  without  its  pro- 
lapfing.  On  this  occafion  I  thought  of  the 

fteel  machine  rep  relented  in  PI.  8.  which 

* 

immediately  anfwered  the  purpofe  fo  well, 
as  to  enable  her  to  follow  her  family  affairs 
with  eafe  and  comfort  ;  it  was  not  long  be¬ 
fore  {he  cou’d  walk  fome  miles,  and  ride  on 
horfeback  with  it,  without  any  coniiderable 
inconvenience. 

She  had  been  grievoufly  afflided  with 
the  bleeding  piles  almoft  all  her  life  ;  at 
length,  from  one  of  them,  that  was  increa- 
fed  to  a  large  fize,  fuch  an  haemorrhage  en- 
fued,  as  brought  her  life  into  moft  immi¬ 
nent  danger.  Upon  this  account  I  was 
confulted  again  in  1751,  and  was  of  opinion 
with  her  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  in  ordinary, 
that  nothing  cou’d  be  done  with  a  profped 
of  relief  without  taking  it  off ;  confequently 

the 
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the  operation  was  forthwith  performed  by 
excifion,  after  palling  a  ligature  about  its 
bafis,  as  in  extirpating  a  tonfil,  which,  iri 
all  probability,  faved  her  life,  as  her  folids 
were  greatly  relaxed,  and  her  blood  exceed¬ 
ingly  impoverilhed,  by  the  long  continuance 
of  the  bleeding,  that  had  fruftrated  all  other 
means  which  had  been  ufed. 


She  was  of  a  coflive  habit,  and  whatever 
medicines  were  preferibed  to  remedy  that 
inconvenience  -foon  loft  their  effeft.  Sea-* 
water  was  at  laft  tried,  which  agreed  with 
her  ;  it  anfwered  the  intention  perfectly 
well,  and  does  fo  to  this  day,  in  the  fame 
fmall  quantity  as  at  firft  ufing  it,  though  Ihe 
has  drank  it  almoft  fifteen  years. 


As  foon  as  (lie  cou5d  bear  the  machine  or 
trufs  after  the  operation,  (lie  wore  it  again, 
and  now  cannot  go  at  all  without  it.  Were 
it  not  for  this  afliflance,  in  her  own  opinion^ 
her  life  mult  have  been  extremely  mifera- 
ble,  cou’d  it  have  been  preferved  :  and  I  have 
received  accounts  of  feveral  perfons  having 
found  great  relief  by  a  trufs  of  this  kind,  as 
well  as  the  like  advantages  in  patients  of  my 
own. 


She 
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She  wears  the  bow  upon  the  upper  part 
of  her  hips,  the  flat  upright  part  under  her 
flays  up  the  fpirte,  and  fixes  the  band  at  the 
bottom  of  the  abdomen .  In  this  manner  fhe 
finds  that  it  keeps  well  fixed  upon  the  part ; 
and  that  upon  any  occafion,  now  fhe  is  ufed 
to  the  management  of  it,  fhe  can  eafily  flip 
it  afide,  and  adjufl  it  again.  The  dimenfi- 
ons  for  her,  who  is  of  a  common  fize,  are 
1 5  inches  long,  properly  turned,  and  made 
rounding  where  it  paffes  between  the  hips; 
the  flat  part  of  it,  made  a  little  tapering,  is 
about  two  inches  broad  at  the  top  ;  the  pad 
is  of  an  oval  form,  near  an  inch  broad,  well 
fluffed  and  prominent  in  the  middle  ;  the 
bow  is  18  inches  long  and  one  broad,  thin 
and  very  elaflic,  and  fo  curved  as  to  fit  eafy 
upon  the  parts ;  the  band  is  20  inches  long  ; 
the  whole  of  the  machine  is  covered  with 
foft  oiled  leather,  and  fluffed  where  neceffary 
for  the  patient's  eafe.  Great  care  is  required 
in  taking  the  meafure,  to  have  it  well  fitted 
to  the  parts,  with  an  eafy  and  regular  bear¬ 
ing  every  where  ;  and  it  fhou’d  be  made  of 
fuch  well  tempered  fluff,  as  the  workmen 
term  it,  as  will  admit  of  bending  and  alter¬ 
ing  to  adapt  it  properly.  The  befl  way  of 
t  meafuring 
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meafiiring  for  this,  as  well  as  for  common 
trades,  is  with  a  wire,  which  can  be  turned 
every  way,  and  will  ftand  to  the  form  or 
make  of  the  parts. 


Additions  or  alterations  may  be  made  in  this  ma¬ 
chine  occafionally,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Surgeon  ; 
perhaps  another  bow  to  pafs  over  the  loins,  a  fufpen- 
fory  from  the  ftioulders,  oraftrap  between  the  thighs, 
coming  from  the  waift-band,  and  hanging  unto  a 
hook  on  the  outfsde  of  the  pad,  &c.  may  be  found  ne- 

-  cefTary  to  iix  it  fleadily  and  well  in  feme  cafes. - • 

In  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  turning  it  back  out 
©f  the  way  upon  any  occafion,  a  joint  may  be  made 
juft  below  the  bow,  letting  the  ends  lap  a  little  one 
over  the  other,  to  be  fixed  at  a  proper  diftance  from 
the  joint,  by  turning  a  fmall  button,  after  palling 
through  a  flit,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  any  ingenious 
workman  will  eafily  conceive,  from  what  is  reprefent- 
§*d  in  the  Plate  annexed. 


Of 
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Of  the  dreadful  conlequences  of  in¬ 
durated  excrements  accumulated 
in  the  ReEhim. 


AFEW  years  fince  i  was  defired,  with  a 
a  Phyfician  of  the  higheft  chara&er,  * 
to  attend  a  patient  who  had  long  been  in 

other  hands,  and  the  cafe  treated  as  an  ob- 

*  $ 

ftinate  Diarrhoea ;  and  now  a  total  fup- 
preffion  of  urine  had  attended  the  other 
diforder  many  days.  The  great  difcern- 
ment  of  this  excellent  Practitioner  made 
him  ftrongly  fufpeCt  what  was  really  the 
caufe  of  both  complaints  :  on  which  ac¬ 
count  I  was  lent  for*  and  upon  examining 
the  Return  with  my  finger*  I  found  it 
crouded  with  hardened  excrements,  in  large 
diftindt  lumps,  by  the  fide  of  which  fame 

thin 

*  Doctor  Offtey  of  Norwich ,  a  Gentleman  of  the 
moft  refpc&able  chara&er  out  of  his  profeffion  as  well 
as  in  it. 
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thin  Faces  frequently  efcaped,  and  deceived 
thofe  who  had  before  been  concerned,  who 
did  not  think  of  examining  the  Retfum* 
The  bladder  was  fo  diftended  with  urine, 
that  we  cou’d  plainly  obferve  its  figure  ri¬ 
ling  up  near  to  the  navel,  and  eafily  feel 
the  fluctuation  of  the  fluid  in  it.  As  the 
fuppreflion  of  urine  was  become  the  moft 
diflrefsful  circumftance,  and  attended  with 
extreme  pain,  I  propofed  attempting  to  pafs 
a  catheter  diredtly,  and  fucceeded  with  very 
little  difficulty,  notwithftanding  the  refill” 
ance  and  preflure  of  the  excrements  at  the 
neck  *of  the  bladder,  and  drew  off  feveral 
pints  of  urine  After  giving  the  patient 
this  relief,  I  made  room  in  the  Return  to 
injedf,  with  a  large  ivory  fyringe,  warm 
01.  Olivar.  as  far  up  as  poflible,  which 
operation  was  frequently  performed,  and  in 
the  lpace  of  twelve  hours  brought  away  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  indurated  lumps  of 
excrements,  lome  of  a  vafl:  fize,  to  his  in- 
exprefiibie  eafe  and  comfort,  as  he  had  for 
fome  weeks  been  in  the  utmofl:  diftrefs. 


q 


I  have  been  concerned  in  fome  fuch  op- 
preflive  cafes  as  thefe,  where  I  have  been 

L  forced 
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forced  to  ufe  a  fcoop,  like  that  ufed  in  li¬ 
thotomy  >  before  any  kind  of  injection  cou’d 
take  eded ;  particularly  in  one  attending  a 
Hemiplegia ,  for  want  of  due  attention  at 
fird.  In  this  cafe  I  was  allured  the  patient 
had  not  had  the  lead  f cecal  difcharge  for  a 
month  ;  and  to  this  circumdance  the  per- 
fons  who  attended  her  condantly  fpoke  in 
the  mod  pofitive  terms,  when  I  quedioned 
the  truth  of  what  they  aderted. 

Here,  the  Re  El  uni,  which  is  very  capa¬ 
cious,  was  didended  with  excrements  to  its 
utmod  limits,  the  parts  having  totally  lod 
their  expulfive  power ;  and  to  remove  them 
diffidently  to  admit  of  inje&ions,  to  any 
purpofe,  proved  a  very  tedious  and  labori¬ 
ous  piece  of  work,  which  I  performed  prin¬ 
cipally  with  a  marrow  fpoon,  an  indrument 
the  bed  adapted  for  fuch  an  operation,  that 
I  cou’d  procure  upon  this  exigence. 


Am 
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An  extraordinary  cafe  of  biliary  con¬ 
cretions  paffing  through,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  abfcefs  formed  un¬ 
der  the  falfe  ribs. 

November  the  15th,  1760. 

1%/r  R.  Carter ,  Houfe- Steward  to  Sir  Ar~ 
mine  Wodehouje ,  about  fixty  years  of 
age,  was  feized,  15  or  16  years  ago,  with 
a  violent  pain  in  his  ftomach,  as  he  expreffed 
it  himfelf ;  which  returned,  at  times,  very 
feverely,  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  then 
went  off  almoft  entirely.  During  all  this 
time  he  was  free  from  fymptoms  of  the 
jaundice,  but  his  complexion  denoted  a  di- 
feafe  of  the  liver  ;  and  probably  the  pain 
he  formerly  complained  of,  arofe  from  the 
irritation  of  fome  fuch  concretions,  in  their 
paffage  through  the  cyfiic  or  other  duffs* 

About  two  years  fince,  he  fell  upon 
the  region  of  the  liver,  acrofs  a  wooden 
horfe  ufed  in  fawing  billet  ;  for  which  ac¬ 
cident  he  negledted  to  apply  to  a  Surgeon, 

L  2  having 
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having  no  other  complaint,  immediately  in 
confequence  of  the  fall,  than  a  little  ten* 
dernefs  upon  the  part,  as  might  arife  from 
a  flight  contufion,  which  went  off  in  about 
a  month.  He  remained  eafy  till  May  1760, 
when  he  firft  obferved  fome  thicknefs  of  the 
teguments,  of  a  fmall  extent,  juft  beneath 
the  fhort  ribs ;  but  attended  with  no  pain, 
except  a  little  pricking  fenfation  on  the 
right  fide  when  he  ftooped  ;  nor  was  there 
then  the  leaft  appearance  of  inflammation 
or  difcoloration  upon  the  fkin.  The  tumor 
gradually  increafed,  in  a  few  weeks,  to  the 
length  of  fix  inches,  with  the  courfe  of  the 
ribs,  and  four  in  breadth,  and  in  this  ftate 
it  remained  till  the  Auguft  following,  when 
the  fkin  became  thin  and  inflamed  in  the 
centre,  the  dimenfions  of  a  large  pea,  where 
it  was  fuffered  to  bur  ft  of  its  own  accord  : 
at  which  opening  a  great  quantity  of  ichor 
was  difcharged,  but  the  patient  cou’d  not 
certainly  fay,  whether  it  had  or  had  not  a 
bilious  color  or  appearance.  This  fponta- 
neous  opening  foon  clofed,  fo  far  as  not  to 
admit  of  the  fmalleft  probe,  when  he  appli¬ 
ed  to  a  Surgeon,  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  difcharge  indubitably  proved  there  was 
fome  Jirius  of  great  extent. 
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At  the  time  above-mentioned,  Nov* 
15th,  1760,  the  patient  came  to  me,  with 
his  Surgeon,  at  his  Mailer's  defire.  We 
cou’d  not  then  introduce  the  fmallefl  probe, 
but  the  ftilet  of  a  catheter  entered  readily, 
almofl  in  an  horizontal  line,  in  an  eredt 
poflure,  about  two  inches,  where  it  flop¬ 
ped  againfl  fome  folid  fubflance,  which 
feemed  firmly  fixed.  We  agreed,  that  the 
opening  fhou’d  be  fufficiently  enlarged  when 
he  returned  home,  after  which  the  Surgeon 
extradled  a  biliary  concretion,  about  the 
fize  of  a  large  garden-pea,  and  in  a  few  days 
24  more  came  forward,  fo  as  to  be  eafily 
extracted.  They  much  refembled  old,  hard 

1 

cajiile-foap ,  and  were  deprefied  into  various 
irregular,  angular  figures,  as  delineated  in 
pi.  9.  They  were  fo  inflammable  as  to  be 
entirely  confumed  in  fmoke  and  flame,  up¬ 
on  a  hot  iron,  except  a  fmall  portion  of  a 
terrene  matter  ;  one  of  them,  being  burnt 
in  that  manner,  filled  the  room  with  a 
flrong  gummous  fcent.  ( a ) 

L  3  *  The 

[a)  See  Do&or  Coe’s  excellent  book  upon  biliary 
concretions. 
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The  aperture  was  kept  open  with  a  lead¬ 
en  canula,  in  order  to  give  a  free  exit  to  the 
matter,  and  facilitate  the  expul  lion  of  more 
concretions,  that  might  remain  in  the  part ; 
and  by  the  Angujl  following  he  had  voided 
68  of  thefe  ftones.  At  this  time,  upon  pay¬ 
ing  a  vifit  to  Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe ,  I  found 
our  patient  in  better  health  than  he  had  been 
for  many  years,  and  much  freer  from  an 
afthmatic  complaint  he  had  long  been  af¬ 
flicted  with,  following  his  bufinefs  with 
eafe  and  fatisfaCtion  :  but  finding  fome  lit¬ 
tle  inconvenience  attended  keeping  the  paf- 
fage  open,  he  was  much  inclined  to  leave 
out  the  canula,  and  fuffer  it  to  clofe  ;  againft 
which  ftep  I  ftrongly  remonftrated  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  fhewing  him  of  what  confequence  it  ap¬ 
peared,  to  have  the  opening  p refereed,  both 
to  give  room  for  the  expullion  of  more 

b 

ftones,  which  might  ftill  remain  behind, 
and  on  account  of  his  afthmatic  diforder, 
&  ,  he  yielded  to  my  advice,  though  with 
fome  reluClance. 

When  I  attended  one  of  Sir  Armine 
W odehoufe  s  fons,  in  December  1762,  with 
PoCtor  Ojjiey ,  we  ftriCtly  inquired  and  exa¬ 
mined 
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mined  together  into  Mr.  Carter  s  ftate^  and 
condition.  We  found  the  canula  ftill  in  the 
fiftula,  and  advifed  the  continuance  of  it, 
by  all  means  :  —  that  he  had  voided  no  con¬ 
cretions  fince  Augujl  1761  : — that  his 
health  in  general  was  much  improved  :  — - 
that  he  breathed  well  :  —  that  he  had,  in  a 
great  meafure,  loft  the  copper-color  of  his 
face,  denoting  an  hepatic  difeafe  ,  and  that 
he  was  grown  as  full  of  flefh,  according  to 
his  own  account,  as  in  the  former  part  of 
his  life,  before  this  diforder  came  upon  him. 

In  the  ift  vol.  of  the  Mem .  of  the  royal 
Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris ,  and  in  the  * 
firft  Memoir ,  concerning  tumors  of  the 
gall-bladder,  written  by  Monf  Petit ,  are 
three  cafes  related,  from  Leant  e9  Peyronie , 
and  SanraUy  well  worth  reading  on  this 
occafion  ;  but  a  precedent  more  pertinent 
and  fimilar  to  the  cafe  I  have  been  relating, 
than  I  can  find  in  any  other  book,  is  record¬ 
ed  by  BonetuSy  in  his  colle&ion  of  rare  ’ca¬ 
fes,  entitled,  Medicina  feptentrionalis  colla - 
titia,  vol.  1.  pag.  657  ,  for  which  reafon, 
and  becaufe  that  work  is  in  but  few  hands, 

I  have  tranfcribed  the  whole  from  it. 


Calculi 
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Calculi  ex  Abcejjii  circa  Hepar. 

€  Fauci  elapfi  funt  anni,  quod  hie  Uratiflaviae  vixe- 
&  r it,  Johannes  Grofchius,  CEconomus  Xenodochii 
c  ad  Spiritum  Sandfum,  virrobuftus  ac  validae' confti- 
4  tutionis,  temperamenti  faaguineo-cholerici.  Hunc 
6  quondam  menfe  junio  anno  aetatis  60,  defubito  rigor 
c  vehemens  invafit,  cui  poftliminio  dolores  in  hypo- 
£  chondrio  dextro  ad  regionem  hepatis  una  cum  tu- 
4  more  nucem  juglandem  ^quante  accefierunt.  Tu- 
€  mor  is,  doloribus  perfiftentibus,  intra  femeftre  fpa- 
c  tiurn  adeo  increvit,  ut  tandem  panem  filigineum 
£  Ur  tiflavienfem  quantitate  tantum  non  fiiperaret,  fic- 
€  que  induruit  ut  feirrhum  referret.  Quanquam  ve- 

*  ro  affedfui  huic  cura  diligentior  adhibenda  fuiflet, 

*  aegrotus  tamen  nec  Medico  nec  Chirurgo  ufus,  fed 
€  fui  ipfe  curam  fufeipere  aufus  eft  j  interne  quidem 

*  Balfamum  Sulphuris,  aliquandiu  finguljs  diebus, 

*  deinceps  bis  terve  in  feptimana,  ut  e£  nonnunquam 
c  pulverem  cardui  benedidti  adhibuit,  et  pro  evacua- 

*  tione  quandoque,  velut  pro  libitu,  rhabarbarum  ;  ex- 

4  terne  veto  ab  initio  ad  finem  morbi  nil  nifi  Jhmplaf- 

5  trum  Jenfigneri  Norinbergenfe  tumori  applicuit. 
c  Tandem  aliqando  contigit,  ut  circa  Feftum  Nativi- 
4  tatis  Ghrifti,  dum  noftu  aegrotus  dormiret,  fe  baud 
4  fentiente,  tumor  rumperetur,  unde  magna  quantitas 
4  materiae  pultis  inftar  crafty,  cinericei  coloris,  in- 

6  tegris  quatuor  feptimanis  profluxit,  donee  tumor 

*  quafi  omnin©  defideret. 

e  Poft  haec  ex  vulnere,  quod  interea  in  fiftulam  dege- 
4  neraverat,  atque  in  nonum  ufque  annum,  indito  in 
4  id  inftrumento  argenteo  apertum  fervabatur,  juxta 
s  cum  humore  ichorofo,  fucceftivi  plurimi  lapilli  pro- 
4  veherunt,  dive  rise  magnitudinis,  forrnae  &  figure, 
€  ftc  ut  alii  triangulares,  alii  quadrangulares,  alii  fex- 
g  angulares,  deprehenfi  fint,  inter  quos  majores,  glan- 
f  dibus  faginis,  mincres  veto,  granis  ericse  ftmiles 
g  erant. 

c  (idem  coloris  funt  extrinfecus  fub-punicei,  inftar 
4  caftanearum  nondum  omnino  maturarum,  inducli 
6  tenui  quodam  cortice?  int’rinfecus  lutei  inftar  rhabar- 

s  ban*. 
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4  baii,  quo  aegrotus  faepius  utebatur.  De  caetero  la- 
4  pilli  didti  funt  friabiles,  pondere  admodum  leves,  ac 
4  numerum  eorum  novem  annorum  fpatio  excretorum 
4  quingentenarium  aut  fexcentenariurn  square,  haere- 
4  dcs  aegroti  affirmant  ;  eorundem  etiam  iapillorum 
4  nonnullorum  numerum  ad  80  apud  me  afiervo. 
4  Quamdiu  vulnus  apertum  confervatum  eft,  et  lapilli 
4  excreti  funt,  caetera  vir  ille  bene  valuit,  et  ad  quae- 
4  vis  fua  munia  obeunda,  fupra  morem  aetatis,  expedi- 
4  tus  Sc  alacer  ;  quamprimum  vero  vulnus  fua  fponte 
4  coaluit,  in  alios  morbos  incidit,  praecipue  vero  in- 
4  terdum  in  Afthma,  interdum  in  icterum,  faepius  in 
4  Diarrhaeam,  quorum  morborum  unus  tandem  quo- 
4  que  ipfi  vitam  extinxit,  poftquam  72  aetatis  annum 
4  acceftiflet.’  A  Godcfr,  Thilejio. 


A 
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An  extraordinary  incyfted  tumor 
formed  in  the  middle  and  very 
fubftance  of  the  liver. 

JN  the  year  1763,  a  Surgeon  of  emi- 
nence  in  the  City  of  Norwich  defired  a 
Phyfician,  with  me3  to  fee  a  girl  about  nine 
years  of  age,  who  had  a  fwelling  upon  the 
region  of  the  liver,  extending  almoft  acrofs 
the  abdomen ,  and  into  the  thorax ,  as  evi¬ 
dently  appeared  by  the  ribs  bulging  there  on 
the  right  fide,  quite  to  the  fuperior  part  of 
it.  It  was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  a  con- 
tufion  received  by  a  fall  three  or  four  years 
before;  and,  upon  ftridt  examination,  the 
difeafe  appeared  to  us  an  enlargement  of 
the  liver  :  beiides  which,  we  were  alfo  very 
fenfible  of  a  fluctuation  of  fome  kind  of 
fluid.  The  child  was  in  conftant  pain,  la¬ 
bouring  much  for  breath  ;  on  which  ac¬ 
count,  a  few  days  after,  at  the  mother’s 
earned:  entreaty,  the  Surgeon  was  induced 
to  make  a  pundture  with  a  lancet,  rather  to 
fatisfy  her  importunity,  than  expefting 
any  advantage  wou’d  accrue.  Only  a  fmall 

quantity 


k 


in  SURGERY.  171 

*  .  1 

quantity  of  fluid  was  difcharged,  and  next 
day  fhe  died. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  we  found  the 
liver  of  an  enormous  fize  j  it  had  forced 
its  way  almoft  to  the  clavicle ,  •  carrying  the 
Diaphragm  with  it,  and  comprefled  the 
right  lobe  of  the  lungs  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  cou’d  not  be  inflated  with  air.  It 
alfo  adhered  very  ftrongly  to  the  Diaphragm, 
as  did  the  lungs  to  the  pleura  and  the 
heart,  flabby  and  fhrunk,  was  reduced  to 
very  narrow  limits,  on  the  other  fide.  In 
the  very  body  -of  the  liver  was  a  thick  cyft, 
refembling  tripe,  which  contained  near  five 
pints  of  a  lymphatic  fluid  lightly  tinged 
with  bile ;  which  cyft  was  fo  entirely  dif- 
engaged,  that  upon  making  a  large  longi¬ 
tudinal  incifion  into  the  fubftance  of  the 
liver,  it  inftantly  flipped  out  to  our  great 
'  furprife. 


4 
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A  lingular  cafe  of  the  ftone. 

« 

T  H.  of  P.  aged  48,  had  been  fubject  to 
*  the  ftone  from  his  infancy  1  was  fearch- 
ed,  and  (hou’d  have  been  cut,  at  eight  years 
of  age.  His  conftitution  was  naturally  ro» 
buft,  but  he  had  much  impaired  it  by  drink¬ 
ing,  and  living  a  very  intemperate  life. 

The  operation  was  performed,  on  fune 
the  8th,  1746,  after  Marianuss  method,  by 

a 

Mr.  Harmer  late  of  Norwich ,  an  experien¬ 
ced  Lithotomift.  It  was  found  impractica¬ 
ble  to  extract  the  ftone,  through  a  wound 
of  the  common  fize,  which  the  operator  had 
made,  or  to  break  it  by  the  force  of  the 
forceps  y  therefore,  at  his  defire,  I  divided 
the  parts  occafionally,  as  he  continued  a 
gentle  extraction. 

T h  e  r  e  w  as  no  reafon  to  expect  the  wound 
wou’d  ever  be  perfectly  healed,  after  the  ex¬ 
traction  of  a  ftone  of  that  enormous  fize  ^ 
but  he  had  no  fymptoms  that  threatened 
his  life  in  confequence  of  the  operation. 
He  died  in  April  1751,  and  conftantly 
walked  abroad  till  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  The 
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The  ftone  is  reprefented  in  pi.  9.  fig.  1. 
It  weighed  near  1 5  ounces,  and  I  believe  is 
the  largeft  we  have  upon  record,  taken  from 
a  living  fubjedt.  I  have  it  now  in  my  pof- 
feffion.  It  is  of  a  hard  texture,  and  has  a 
fubftance  like  fpar ,  to  a  conliderable  thick- 
nefs,  upon  many  parts  of  its  furface. 

The  wound  remained  in  a  foul  and  bad  condition, 
and  was  made  worfe  by  being  conftantly  wetted  with 
the  urine,  which  prevented  all  applications  from  having 
their  proper  effedt.  Thefe  circumftances  induced  this 
poor,  unhappy  fufferer,  to  endeavor  to  tempt  a  little 
favourite  dog  to  lick  the  parts  :  and  in  a  fhort  time  he 
was  fo  well  inftrudled  in  his  bufinefs,  that  whenever 
his  mafter  laid  down  and  uncovered  them,  he  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  work  with  his  tongue,  which  afforded 
a  pleafing  fenfation  ;  and  then  the  application  of  fo  ft, 
dry  linen  cloths,  gave  him  more  eafe,  than  any  appli¬ 
cations  his  Surgeon  furnifhed  him  with.  As  long  as 
he  lived  his  dog  was  his  Surgeon,  and  kept  the  wound 
tolerably  clean  and  eafy,  to  his  great  comfort  and  fa- 
tisfadfion,  as  he  often  told  me. — — 'Bellojie ,  in  his 
Hofpital-Surgeon,  has  a  differtation  upon  the  balfamic 
qualities  of  a  dog’s  tongue,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  M, 
SancaJJcmi,  written  in  anfwer  to  iome  queries. 


A 
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A  cafe  in  which  fixteen  ftones  were 
extracted  out  of  the  Urethra  and 

Bladder . 

**lp  H  E  perfon  from  whom  thefe  ftones 
^  were  taken,  as  reprefented  in  pi.  9. 
fig.  2.  was  cut  for  the  ftone  at  four  years 
of  age,  by  Mr.  Donne  of  Dereham ,  an 
expert  Lithotomift,  as  well  as  a  very  able 
Surgeon.  Nothing  particular  occurred 
in  the  operation  ;  but  when  the  wound 
was  alrnoft  cicatrized,  the  urine  not  having 
paffed  through  it  for  near  a  week,  as  the 
child  was  tumbling  upon  the  bed,  he  fell  a- 
ftride  on  the  frame  of  the  bedftead ;  by  which 
accident  the  wound  was  broke  open, 
and  the  adjacent  parts  violently  contufed  j 
and  afterwards  it  cou’d  not  be  perfedtly 
healed. 

He  was  again  brought  under  Mr* 
Donne  s  care  ten  years  after,  who,  upon 
ftridt  examination,  difeovered  a  hard  body, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Urethra ,  from  the 
Scrotum  into  the  bladder,  Thefe  ftones 
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were  then  eafily  extrafted,  through  a  wound 
of  between  two  and  three  inches  long. 
All  of  them  were  contiguous,  and  bedded 
the  one  into  the  other.  That  which  ap¬ 
pears  of  an  irregular,  oval  figure  at  one 
end,  was  loft  in  the  Scrotum  ;  the  two  at 
the  other  end,  being  all  that  .were  found 
in  the  Bladder,  much  refembled  the  ball 
and  focket  of  a  bone,  and  at  firft  fight  had 
more  the  appearance  of  bone  than  ftone. 
All  the  other  were  like  alabafter  in  color, 

and  of  as  fine,  or  rather  a  finer  polifh. 

• 

Various  attempts  were  made  to  cure  the 
wound,  but  all  in  vain.  When  I  faw  this 
patient,  he  was  a  ftout,  ftrong  man,  aged 
24,  and  feemed  not  to  want  health  in  any 
other  refpedt. 

I  had  the  above  narrative  given  me,  as 
well  as  the  opportunity  of  examining  the 
patient,  when  I  was  with  Mr.  Donne  in 
November  1755,  on  account  of  his  cutting 
a  young  gentleman  for  the  ftone  ;  in  whofe 
cafe,  and  alfo  in  the  operation,  there  were 
fome  remarkable  circumftances.  It  was 
obferved,  that  the  patient’s  bladder  was 
frequently  feized  with  a  fpafmodic  contrac¬ 
tion,  and  that  his-  urine  always  ran  from 

him 
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him  then  involuntarily.  As  foon  as  inci- 
lion  was  made  into  the  ftaff,  this  fpafm 
forced  out  the  urine,  before  the  operator 
cou’d  introduce  the  gorget  into  the  bladder ; 
and  upon  introducing  the  Forceps  he  cou’d 
not  find  the  ftone  :  after  fearching  fome 
time  he  withdrew  them,  felt  with  his  fin- 

i w 

ger,  and  defired  me  and  another  Surgeon  to 
do  the  fame  :  we  cou’d  not  feel  any,  but  all 
of  us  were  fenfible  of  an  unufual  ftridture, 
at  the  extremity  of  our  fingers  :  after  a  lit¬ 
tle  farther  fearch  in  the  common  pofture^ 
we  removed  the  ligatures,  and  placed  the 
patient  in  an  upright  fitting  pofture,  and 
then  prefiing  ftrongly  upon  the  abdomen , 
relaxed  the  ftridture,  and  brought  the  ftone 
inftantly  down  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
when  it  was  eafiJy  extradled. 

This  patient  was  an  unpromifing  fub* 
jedt,  much  emaciated  and  hedtical ;  yet  the 
fymptoms  after  the  operation  were  very  fa¬ 
vourable,  and  he  foon  recovered  a  good 
ftate  of  health,  * 
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Of  ftones  long  fixed  in  the  Urethra , 
happily  removed,  in  a  fliort  time, 
with  great  eafe. 

TN  the  year  1761,  I  was  called  to  a  per- 
fon  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age,  un¬ 
der  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  of  two  days 
continuance  ;  and  who  for  many  weeks 
before  had  voided  his  urine  guttatim ,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  pain.  The  caufe  of  this 
complaint  in  the  Urethra  was  fuppofed  to 
be  a  dridture,  or  fome  other  venereal 
fymptom,  he  having  long  been  fubjedt  to 
that  difeafe,  in  a  great  degree.  I  introdu¬ 
ced  a  bougie,  and,  at  two  or  three  inches 
from  the  end  of  the  Penis,  met  with 
an  obdacle,  which  irrefidibly  prevented 
its  pafiing.  I  then  tried  with  a  fmall  ca¬ 
theter,  and  by  that  found  the  refidance 
was  owing  to  a  done  ;  with  fome  difficulty 
I  got  the  indrument  pad  it,  but  met  with 
two  more  dones,  before  it  reached  the 
bladder.  By  this  means  I  drew  off  about 
four  pints  of  foul  urine  :  and  immediately 

M  after 
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after  this  evacuation,  I  in  jetted  fine  oil,  by 
an  ivory  fyringe  with  a  long  flender  pipe, 
let  him  blood,  ordered  an  emollient  clyfter* 
and  an  anodyne  draught ;  earneftly  deliring 
him  to  drink  common  emulfion,  and  fuch 
kinds  of  liquors  very  freely ;  and  that  oil 
might  be  injetted  every  hour  or  two,  in  the 
manner  which  has  been  diretted.  This 
method  fucceeded  fo  happily,  as  to  procure 
the  patient  immediate  relief,  after  having 
been  long  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs ;  and  in  the 
fpace  of  eight  hours,  the  canal  being  well 
lubricated  with  the  oil,  by  the  current  of 
the  urine  alone,  three  angular  flones,  of  a 
confiderable  hze,  were  expelled  with  very 
little  pain. 

By  the  fame  means  a  few  months  ago, 
I  relieved  a  young  man  brought  to  me  by  a 
Phyfician,  who  had  a  ftone  lodged  in  the 
middle  of  the  Urethra  ;  but  in  this  cafe  the 
fymptoms  were  not  fo  violent  as  in  the  pre- 

j  v 

& 

Under  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe,  put^- 
ting  the  patient  into  a  warm  bath  immedi¬ 
ately 
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ately  after  adminiftring  an  emollient  clyfter, 
and  injedting  the  oil,  may  greatly  affift  ill 
the  expulfion  of  the  ftone. 

That  great  and  good  man,  Dodtor  Hales ,  to  whom 
the  world  is  infinitely  obliged,  invented  an  inftrument 
refembling  tweezers,  palling  through  a  filver  canula , 
in  order  to  extradf  fiones  out  of  the  Urethra ,  and  firft 
communicated  it  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Ranby ,  which  received 
his  approbation,  as  well  as  that  of  many  other  Sur¬ 
geons. - See  his  Statical  Efiays,  at  the  conclufion 

of  Experim.  ii.  upon  tfie  human  Calculus . 


M  2 
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The  cafe  relating  to  the  three  ftones 
defcribed  in  PL  9. 

M  R.  JP.  a  very  reputable  tradefman  in 

the  City  of  'Norwich ,  now  upwards 

of  fixty  years  of  age,  voided  thofe  ftones 

when  about  fixteen  years  old.  Before  that 

* 

time  he  had  never  differed  any  acute  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  kidnies ;  but  by  a  violent 
fliock  in  a  fall  down  ftairs,  the  ftones  were 
dillodged  from  their  long  refidence ;  and 
then  pain  to  an  exceftive  degree  immediately 
enfued.  In  their  paffage  through  the  ure¬ 
ters,  the  pain  was  not  quite  fo  excruciating 
as  in  paffing  through  the  Urethra ,  as  he 
fays  he  well  remembers.  They  are  of  a 
pale  brown  color,  not  ponderous  ;  their 
furface,  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  points, 
have  an  uniform  high  poliih,  refembling 
china-ware  ;  probably  acquired  by  the  fric¬ 
tion  of  the  urine,  mixed  with  fabulous  mat¬ 
ter,  in  their  quiefcent  ftate,  their  points 
beine  fixed  in  the  uriniferous  duels  :  for 

O 

admitting  they  laid  all  together  in  one  pel¬ 
vis,  their  figure  muft  prevent  their  attrition, 
to  produce  fuch  an  c  fifed,  as  every  part  of 

them 
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them  cou’d  not  poffibly  come  into  contadf. 
After  the  expulfion  of  thefe  ftones,  he  ufed, 
now  and  then,  to  have  nephritic  fymptoms, 
but  never  to  any  great  degree,  till  April 
1763,  when  I  was  defired,  by  an  ingenious 
Apothecary,  to  attend  him.  The  fit  was 
brought  on  by  a  fudden  fhock  in  a  coach, 
and  was  removed  by  the  common  treatment, 
without  any  appearance  of  a  ftone  or  calcu¬ 
lous  matter ;  but  it  might  efcape  with  his 
urine  unobferved  upon  going  to  ftool.  At 
this  time  I  was  fhewn  thefe  ftones,  of  which 
I  took  an  exadt  draught,  with  my  pencil, 
and  received  the  preceding  hiftory  of  the 
cafe,  from  the  patient’s  own  mouth,  who  is 
a  man  of  great  veracity. 


A 


182  CASES  and  REM  A  R  K  S 


/ 


A  cafe  of  the  ftone  in  a  woman, 
attended  with  fome  uncommon 
circumftances. 

T\/rRS.  T.  of  A .  aged  between  forty  and 
A  fifty,  after  having  been  feverely  af- 
flidted  with  the  ftone  for  about  ten  years, 
and  ufed  various  medicines  to  no  purpofe, 
had  recourfe  to  Mrs.  Stephens  s  Lith  on  trip- 
tics  ;  but  with  no  better  effedf,  though  fhe 
gave  them  a  fair  trial,  in  eleven  months  re¬ 
gular  perfeverance.  Growing  daily  worfe 
in  all  relpedts,  fhe  refolved  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  fhou’d  it  be  thought  advifable, 
her  conftitution  being  much  impaired,  and 
having  a  conftant  difcharge  of  purulent 
matter  from  her  bladder. 

Augujl  the  17th,  1740,  fhe  afked  my 
advice,  and  after  w^ell  confidering  all  her 
complaints,  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
right  to  extradlthe  ftone,  though  the  event 
of  the  operation  cou  d  not  but  be  looked 
upon  as  very  precarious ;  for  by  palling  my 

finder 
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finger  up  the  Vagma  Uteri ,  I  cou’d  plainly 
difcover  it  was  of  a  large  fize ;  the  friction 
of  which  had  caufed  inflammation  and  ul¬ 
ceration  in  the  bladder. 

After  putting  her  in  the  ufual  pofture 
for  the  operation,  I  intended  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  the  common  manner,  by  dilating 
the  Urethra,  and  making  an  incifion  as 
fhou’d  be  found  neceflfary  to  facilitate  the 
extraction  of  the  ftone  ;  but  finding  with 
my  finger,  that  it  laid  very  favourably  to 
be  cut  upon,  through  the  Vagma  Uteri , 
now  confiderably  dilated,  I  altered  my  ori¬ 
ginal  defign,  and,  with  the  approbation  of 
two  experienced  Practitioners,  cut  directly 
upon  it,  and  extracted  it  with  very  little 
pain  to  the  patient,  or  trouble  to  myfelf, 
compared  with  what  a  fione  of  between 
three  and  four  ounces  weight  mu  ft  unavoid¬ 
ably  have  occafioned,  by  performing  the 
operation  in  the  common  method. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation 
were  the  moft  gentle  3  the  ulceration  of 
the  bladder  foon  healed,  by  foft,  balfamic 
injections,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  cured  in 
three  weeks,  without  any  defect  remaining 

in 
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in  the  retentive  faculty.  I  have  fince  been 
concerned  with  other  Surgeons,  in  two  ca¬ 
fes  fimilar  to  this,  who  were  induced  to 
practice  the  fame  method,  and  which  fuc^ 
ceeded  as  happily. 


♦ 


i 
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Concerning  the  ufe  of  the  cutting - 


gorgety  &c 


HE  ufc  of  the  common  gorgety  as  im 


proved  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Hawkins ,  ob¬ 
viates  an  accident,  which  may  happen  in 
the  lateral  operation,  when  performed  by 
the  moft  fkilful  artift  ;  but  the  cutting  part 
of  the  edge,  for  a  very  obvious  reafon,  fhou’d 
not  extend  above  one  third  or  fourth  of  its 
length  ;  and  it  fhou'd  have  a  fmall  fhoulder* 
that  it  may  enter  with  the  greater  facility. 

Since  this  improvement  by  that  excel¬ 
lent  Surgeon,  whofe  merit  has  raifed  him 
to  the  higheft  ftation  in  his  profefiion,  other 
cutting-gorgets  have  been  invented  ;  but 
his  is  preferable  to  any  I  have  feen,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  fimplicity  and  ready  ufe  :  and  I 
have  examined  the  parts,  after  doing  the 
operation  upon  a  dead  body,  and  found  they 
were  cut  exactly  in  the  direction  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  late  Mr.  Chefelden ,  in  his 
method  of  performing  the  lateral  operation, 
without  running  any  hazard  of  wounding 
the  Redium ;  a  circumftance  which  has 
happened  to  the  moft  judicious  Lithotomifis. 


i 
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I  have  ufed  it  many  times,  without  any  ap¬ 
parent  inconvenience  either  in  the  operation 
or  after  it ;  evidently  with  great  advantage 
in  fome  inftances. 

The  firft  was  in  a  child  of  eight  years 
old,  who  had  a  very  bad  conftitution,  and 
was  an  unpromifmg  fubjeft,  having  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  complaints  befides  the  ftone  ;  yet,  in 
this  cafe,  the  wound  wras  perfectly  healed 
in  nineteen  days. 

The  fecond  was  in  a  patient  of  eleven 
years  old,  who  had  a  ftone  of  full  three 
ounces  weight,  the  external  Lamina  of 
which,  not  bearing  equally  upon  the  next, 
cracked  in  the  Forceps  in  many  places  ;  but 
it  was  extracted,  without  any  of  the  pieces 
feparating.  Two  days  after  the  operation, 
he  was  fenlible  of  an  occafion  to  make  urine, 
which  he  voided  through  the  penis  with  a 
pretty  full  and  ftrong  ftream  ;  and  very  little 
palled  by  the  wound  after  that  time,  which 
wras  more  fpeedily  healed  for  this  reafon. 

In  another  cafe  where  I  ufed  this  gor- 
get,  the  fubjedt  was  about  twelve  years  old, 
who  had  fymptoms  of  the  ftone  foon  after 

he 
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he  was  born,  and  had  taken  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  foap  medicines  for  a  long  while,  by 
the  advice  of  a  Phyfician.  Here  it  appear¬ 
ed  the  ftone  laid  conftantly  at  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  where  it  had  caufed  an  uncom¬ 
mon  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  the  parts,  as 
far  as  we  cou’d  feel  with  our  fingers  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Anus ,  with  ulceration ;  from 
whence  much  purulent  matter  was  conti¬ 
nually  difcharged,  and  being  mixed  with 
the  urine,  was  detained  between  the  Gians 
Perns  and  the  Prepuce ,  excoriating  and  ul¬ 
cerating  thofe  parts ;  for  the  Prepuce  was 
fo  much  contracted  at  the  end  over  the 
Gians ,  that  it  wou’d  not  admit  of  the  fmalleft 
found ,  which  circumftances  made  circum- 
cifion  abfolutely  neceflary  before  Lithoto¬ 
my  :  and  befides  thefe  unfavourable  circum¬ 
ftances,  he  had  a  Procidentia  Ani  always 

* 

upon  going  to  ftool,  and  often  at  other 
times,  from  extraordinary  irritation  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder.  On  account  of  the 
hard  and  unyielding  condition  of  the  parts 
thereabout,  the  cutting-gorget  appeared  of 
Angular  fervice  in  this  cafe,  to  my  Brethren 
who  were  prefent  at  the  operation,  as  well 
as  to  myfelf.  The  ftone  was  very  large  and 

foft. 
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foft,  like  fand  and  clay  mixed  together  ; 
confequently  it  broke  into  innumerable  pie¬ 
ces,  which  were  all  extracted,  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  fucceeded  happily.  The  wound  was 
perfectly  healed,  though  with  as  much  trou¬ 
ble  and  difficulty  as  the  operation  was  per¬ 
formed.  Bougies  greatly  affiftcd  in  the 
cure,  by  introducing  them  occafionally,  as 
they  cou’d  be  born,  to  recover  and  preferve 
the  natural  pall  age  of  the  Urethra. 

From  fome  conliderable  experience  I 
have  had,  in  the  ufe  of  this  cut  ting- gorget 
in  Females,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  it  may 
be  found  as  ufeful  as  Monf.  Le  Cat's,  or 
Monf.  Pouteaus  Lithofomes ,  invented  by 
thofe  ingenious  Surgeons  to  anfwer  the  fame 

It  fcmetimes  happens,  both  in  males 
and  females,  that  belides  the  difficulty  of 
extracting  a  large,  rough,  irregular  ftone, 
there  is  alfo  great  danger  of  lacerating  the 
bladder,  unlefs  a  conliderable  enlargement 
of  the  wound  is  made ;  and  when  that  has 
been  omitted,  I  have  feen  fome  very  unluc¬ 
ky  accidents  attend  a  violent  exertion  in  ex¬ 
tracting  the  ftone.  In  order  to  obviate 

fuch 


purpofe 
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fuch  inconveniences,  I  think,  inftruments, 
which  may  be  called  dilators ,  fomething  in 
form  of  a  gorget ,  only  broader,  much  lefs 
concave,  very  thin  and  without  any  beak, 
may  greatly  facilitate  the  extraction,  and  de¬ 
fend  the  bladder  effectually  againft  lacera¬ 
tion  or  other  injury.  After  being  oiled,  one 
of  them  may  be  flipped  in  between  the  ftone 
and  the  bladder  on  each  fide,  and  managed 
by  proper  afiiftants,  when  the  Operator  has 
laid  good  and  clear  hold  of  the  ftone  ;  and 
the  forceps  will  fufficiently  guard  the  bladder 
above  and  below,  and  the  mere  act  of  ex¬ 
tracting  the  ftone,  under  thefe  conditions,  will 
alfo  as  effectually  dilate  the  parts,  when  that 
motion  is  performed  gently  and  gradually. 

As  I  apprehend  due  attention  to  thefe 
means  may  prevent  fatal  confequences,  I 
fubmit  my  thoughts  upon  this  matter  with 
the  greater  freedom  and  willingnefs  to  the 
confederation  of  my  candid  Brethren :  and 
from  the  fame  motive,  I  alfo  here  introduce 
the  following  remark,  which  a  late  attend*- 
ance  in  an  operation  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  making.  In  this  cafe,  the  bladder  col- 
lapfed  fo  clofely  about  a  very  long  ftone  of  a 
conoid  figure,  with  the  point  forwards,  that 

it 
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it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  the  Operator 
cou’d  difengage  it,  and  charge  the  forceps 
without  taking  hold  of  the  bladder  at  the 
fame  time,  which  he  very  ftudioufiy  and  cau- 
tioufly  endeavoured  to  avoid  ;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance  prolonged  the  operation  full  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  F  rom  what  I  cou’d  here 
plainly  difcover  with  my  finger,  introduced 
at  his  defire,  I  believe  a  pair  of forceps  having 
long  and  (lender  blades,  and  feparated  at  the 
joint  as  thofe  ufed  in  midwifery,  wou’d  have 
been  found  very  convenient,  by  giving  an 
opportunity  of  conveying  one  blade  at  a  time, 
firfi  above  and  then  below  the  ftone,  or  as  the 
fituation  of  it,  and  other  circumftances, 
fhoud  have  directed  the  Operator,  by  fearch- 
ing  with  his  finger;  conducting  them  upon  it 
exaCtly  to  the  appointed  part,  giving  the  firfi: 
to  be  held  bvan  affiftant,  whilft  he  introduced 
the  fecond  :  and  in  this  cafe  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  by  a  blade  of  thefe  forceps ,  the 
ftone  might  have  been  diflodged,  and 
brought  forward,  fo  as  to  have  been  extracted 
with  eafe. 

Though  this  is  the  moft  ftriking,  it  is 
not  the  only  inftance  which  I  have  feen, 
where  fuch  a  kind  of  forceps  might  have 
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proved  very  ufeful.  For  the  reafons  I  have 
affigned,  had  I  not  given  over  this  opera¬ 
tion,  I  woud  have  provided  myfelf  with 
the  inftruments  I  have  been  recommending, 
of  various  fizes,  to  be  ufed  upon  the  emer¬ 
gencies  I  have  Ipecified  :  however,  I  have 
had  much  converfation  upon  this  occafion, 
with  feveral  able  and  experienced  Surgeons, 
who  readily  agree  with  me  in  the  evident 
utility  of  thefe  inftruments,  which  I  propo-* 
fed  to  their  confideration,  and  fome  of  them, 
to  £hew  their  farther  approbation,  laid  they 
wou’d  order  fuch  to  be  made  diredly. 


Plate 
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'Plate  10. 

Sketches  reprefenting  the  Dilators  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  remarks  upon  Lithotomy , 
and  fhou’d  be  had  of  various  fizes,  as 
well  as  the  Gorgets » 
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A  very  lingular  complaint  in  the 

bladder. 

Augufl  the  13th,  1765. 

T  HE  patient  is  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  naturally  of  a  good  conftitution, 
and  now  apparently  in  better  health  in  ge¬ 
neral  than  cou’d  reafonably  be  expected, 
con  fi  dering  what  he  has  fuffered  for  many 
years. 

Seven  years  ago,  and  never  before,  as 
he  pofitively  avers,  he  contracted  a  flight 
Gonorrhea,  which  was  attended  with  no 
particular  circumftances  5  but  he  very  un¬ 
fortunately  fell  under  improper  manage¬ 
ment.  Inftead  of  bleeding,  lenients,  and 
a  ftriCt  obfervance  of  a  proper  regimen,  ma¬ 
ny  dofes  of  ftrong  mercurial  purges  were 
given  him ;  with  which  he  was  alfo  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  abroad,  and  upon  catching  cold 
had  his  mouth  in  fome  meafure  affeCted  by 
the  mercury.  Soon  after  he  took  Balf,  e 
Gopaib .  liberally,  by  which  the  running  was 

'  N  totally 
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totally  flopped  in  a  few  weeks ;  but  the 
flrangury  immediately  increafed,  and  he  has 
never  fmce  been  free  from  it.  The  moft 
violent  {trainings  and  extreme  pain  con- 
ftantly  attend  the  voiding  his  urine,  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  always  continues  fome  confi- 
derable  time  after.  The  moft  rational  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  ableft  Practitioners  both  in  the 
Country  and  in  London ,  have  afforded  him 
no  relief  of  any  confequence,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  ftricft,  long  and  regular  obfervance  of 
their  advice  in  all  refpedts,  and  under  their 
immediate  infpeftion.  The  fe verity  of  his 
pain  has  long  obliged  him  to  the  free  ufe  of 
opiates  ;  and  fometimes  his  diftrefs  and  ago¬ 
nies  have  driven  him  to  the  neceffity  of  tak¬ 
ing  two  ounces  of  Lindt,  theb .  in  24  hours, 
as  he  pofitively  allured  us,  and  yet  this 
enormous  quantity  wou’d  only  procure  him 
a  little  cafe,  but  no  deep. 

It  feems  highly  probable  that  the  mal¬ 
treatment*  at  firft,  might  be  the  caufe  of 
fixing  an  inflammation  upon  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  projiate  gland ,  &c.  terminating  in 
an  abfcefs,  and  leaving  the  parts  in  an  ulce¬ 
rous  and  fungous  flate,  in  which  they  evi¬ 
dently 
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dently  appeared  by  the  difcharge  of  much 
purulent  matter  mixed  with  mucus ,  and 
fometimes  with  pieces  of  a  fofit,  flefhy  fub- 
fiance.  Under  fufpicion  of  a  flone  in  the 
bladder,  though  he  had  never  been  fubjedt 
to  fymptoms  of  it,  prior  to  his  venereal 
complaint,  he  was  fearched  feveral  times* 
both  in  the  Country  and  in  London ,  by  the 
mofl  experienced  Surgeons,  without  finding 
any  ;  but  all  agreed,  that  by  introducing  the 
finger  into  the  Redlum,  they  felt  a  great 

w- 

thicknefs  and  hardnefs  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder. 

Some  years  after,  in  Augnjl  1765,  as 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  hiftory, 
he  came  to  Norwich ,  and  confulted  Dodtor 
Offley  with  me  in  this  moil  deplorable  flate ; 
bringing  with  him  a  narrative  of  his  cafe 
accurately  drawn  up  by  an  able  and  experi¬ 
enced  Phyfician,  under  whofe  care  he  then 
was,  giving  an  account  likewife  of  every 
method  that  had  been  pradtifed.  After 
paying  all  attention  to  it,  and  receiving  all 
poflible  information  from  the  patient  him- 
felf,  who  is  a  very  fenfible,  intelligent  man, 
we  cou’d  not  fee  aught  was  to  be  ex- 

N  2  pedted 
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peCted  from  any  other  means,  than  what 
had  been  before  fufficiently  tried  :  and  as 
he  cou’d  bear  neither  bougies  nor  injections, 
it  appeared  to  us  reafonable  to  propofe,  for 
future  conlideration,  the  making  an  incifion 
into  the  bladder  as  in  lithotomy ,  as  the  only 
expedient  to  alleviate,  if  not  cure,  fuch  a 
direful  calamity,  by  giving  a  free  difcharge 
to  the  matter,  (a)  And  the  Phyfician,  (b) 
from  whom  we  received  the  narrative, 
thought  it  a  rational  proportion  highly  wor¬ 
thy  attention. 

After  this,  fome  other  of  the  moft 
eminent  Phylicians  and  Surgeons  in  London 

were 

(a)  Vid.  Hoffmanni  Cap .  vil  de  gram  fpafmo  &  do- 
lore  vejicee  &  adjacentium  partium,  §  vu  de  curatione . — 
Boneti  Sepulchret.  vol.  2.  pag.  634.  &  feq.  de  urinee 

fuppreffione , - And  the  authority  of  Riolanus ,  fup- 

ported  by  experience,  concerning  the  praCtice  under 
Confi deration,  fhou’d  by  no  means  be  difregarded,  as' 
he  exprefsly  fays  he  has  fucceeded  by  fuch  an  opera¬ 
tion  in  fimilar  cafes,  in  his  Enchiridium  aureum. 

(b)  Doctor  U  Urban,  of  Halefwortb  in  Suffolk,  who 

has  given  many  proofs  of  his  judgment  in  the  province 
of  Surgery,  having  had  great  opportunities  of  feeing 
the  practice,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  feveral  of 
the  mo  ft  confiderable  Hofpitals,  and  being  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Anatomy. - -My  connection  with  this 

Gentleman  prevents  my  faying  more,  to  which  his 
merit  gives  him  a  very  juft  claim. 
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wefe  confulted  ;  but  a  contrariety  of  opini¬ 
ons  prevented  the  propofed  operation  ;  tho’ 
indeed  nothing  of  confequence  was  offered 
to  build  hopes  of  advantage  upon,  more 
than  was  to  have  been  expected  from  for¬ 
mer  methods. 

The  patient  ftill  remaining  in  the  fame 
deplorable  condition,  upon  the  very  ftrong 
recommendation  and  encouragement  of  fome 
friends  at  Rotterdam ,  he  went,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1,766,  to  try  the  efficacy  of  the 
famous  medicinal  waters  at  Bareges  in 
France ,  and  ufed  them  the  whole  feafon  ; 
but  without  receiving  any  benefit,  [a) 

1  • 

N  3  When 

(a)  The  thermal  fprings  at  Bareges  are  at  the  foot  of 
the  Pyrenean  Mountains,  in  a  valley  towards  the 
fouth,  where  commodious  covered  Baths  were  built 

by  order  of  the  King. - See  Sir  Chrijlophcr 

Mcighan  s  judicious  and  entertaining  treatife  on  thefe 
medicinal  waters,  with  a  defcription  of  the  village  of 
Bareges ,  the  adjacent  Country,  &c, 

It  is  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  that  there  was  a  conve¬ 
nience  for  bathing  under  cover  at  Bath :  I  fuffered 
much  for  want  of  fuch  accommodation  in  the  ufe  of 
the  Baths,  by  being  expofed  to  the  open  air  in  a  cold 
autumnal  feafon.  As  Bath  is  a  place  of  the  higheft 
repute  for  its  falubrious  fprings,  and  to  which  multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  conftantly 
refort,  it  fhou’d  be  provided  with  every  convenience 
to  accommodate  invalids  for  their  benefit  an4  fafety. 
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Wh  en  this  unhappy  Gentleman  came 
to  Bourdeaux  in  his  return,  his  complaints 
ftill  became  more  grievous  ;  and  after  be¬ 
ing  there  detained  fome  time,  defirous  of 
getting  home,  he  adventured  to  proceed  in 
his  journey;  but  immediately  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Dover  he  was  freed  from  his  pain¬ 
ful  exigence  ;  and  dying  from  home  we 
were  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  in- 
fpedling  the  difeafed  parts,  to  know  the 
true  nature  and  condition  of  them. 

Soon  after  the  preceeding  cafe  came  un¬ 
der  my  notice,  a  Gentleman  confulled  me, 
who  more  than  a  year  before,  on  account  of 
a  complaint  in  the  Urethra ,  introduced  a 
Bougie,  where  he  incautioufly  left  it,  with¬ 
out  being  fecured  in  the  ufual  manner  ;  and 
in  the  night  it  flipped  fo  far  into  the  bladder, 
that  it  cou’d  not  be  recovered  ;  and  not  be¬ 
ing  cut  upon,  as  it  fhou’d  have  been  imme¬ 
diately,  it  foon  flipped  quite  in,  and  occa- 
fioned  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  a  violent 
inflammation,  which  terminated  in  an  ab - 
fcejs  :  and  now  his  cafe  is  almoft  as  deplo¬ 
rable  as  that  I  have  been  relating  ;  for  which 
feafon  I  advifed  this  Gentleman,  as  l  aid  the 

other.,  ■ 


-* 
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other,  to  go  to  London  for  farther  advice, 
with  a  view  of  having  it  particularly  conli- 
dered,  how  far  the  operation  might  yet  be 
thought  advifable.  (a) 

\ 

[a)  Scultetus ,  a  practitioner  and  writer  of  great  note 
at  Uhi  in  Germany ,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  centu- 
ry,  was  not  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  making  and 
ufing  Bougies  in  difeafes  of  the  Urethra ,  as  appear  in 
his  Armament,  chirurg,  t  ab.  13,  Fig.  9,  10.  And  from 
his  invention  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that  Monf. 
Daran  might  take  the  hint,  and  improve  upon  it. 


% 
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A  cafe  of  a  complete  Hernia ,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  mortification  in  an 
aged  woman,  perfectly  cured. 


*"T'  FIE  wife  of  R.  R.  of  B.  about  fixty 
**  years  of  age,  naturally  of  a  good, 
ftrong  conftitution,  had  a  defcent  of  the  in- 
tefiine ,  &c.  December  the  20th,  1752,  tot 
which  fhe  had  been  fubjedt  many  years 
without  ever  wearing  a  trufs  for  her  fecu- 
rity,  or  being  advifed  to  do  fo.  The  ufual 
fymptoms  attending  a  ftrangulation  of  the 
iniejime  foon  followed,  and  an  Apothecary 
was  immediately  fent  for,  who  taking  her 
complaint  for  the  colic,  treated  it  accor¬ 
dingly  three  or  four  days  ^  but  the  fymp¬ 
toms  growing  daily  worfe,  accompanied 
with  excrementitious  vomiting,  he  then 
looked  upon  her  diforder  as  the  iliac  paffion, 
and  had  recourfe  to  tobacco  clyfters,  and  at 
laft  to  Argent.  viv<  giving  her  fbifs  at  four 
times,  as  he  told  me  himfelf.  Indeed  he 
was  very  deficient  in  point  of  Surgery,  and 
no  proper  meafures  had  been  taken,  he 
being  ftill  ignorant  of  the  true  caufe  of  her 

diftrefsful 
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diftrefsful  condition,  in  which  fhe  had  been 
nine  days  when  I  was  called  to  her.  i 
found  the  teguments  much  inflamed  and 
veficated,  with  livid  fpots  here  and  there 
interfperfed  ;  and  the  tumor  having  loft  its 
renitence,  I  did  not  doubt  of  the  intejline , 
&c.  being  in  a  mortified  ft  ate.  The  Abdo¬ 
men  was  greatly  inflated,  tenfe  and  painful ; 
{he  vomited  excrements,  cou’d  bear  nothing 
in  her  ftomach,  and  had  the  hiccup,  with 
a  weak,  quick  and  intermitting  pulfe. 

Under  thefe  moft  miferable  circum- 
ftances,  her  relations  and  friends  were  come 
to  take  their  laft  leave  of  her  3  and  I  alfo 
rather  thought  death  wou’d  have  put  an 
end  to  her  mifery  in  a  few  hours.  All  that 
appeared  to  me  rational  now  to  propofe, 
and  attempt  for  the  prefervation  of  her  life, 
was  to  open  the  part  forthwith  fufficiently, 
in  order  to  remove  the  ftrangulation  of  the 
intejline,  and  evacuate  the  Faeces  ;  though  I 
muft  confefs  I  cou’d  not  expedt  the  cafe 
wou’d  have  terminated  more  favourably, 
than  by  leaving  an  artificial  Anus  in  the 
Inguen. 


This 
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This  proportion  being  approved  by  the 
Apothecary,  the  patient,  and  all  perfons 
concerned,  I  forthwith  made  an  incifion  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  inches  long,  through 
which  there  was  an  immediate  difcharge  of 
many  pints  of  black  fluid,  fermenting  excre¬ 
ments,  like  what  fhe  had  vomited  feveral 
days,  as  they  who  attended  her  obferved  ; 
upon  which  difcharge  the  inflation  of 
the  abdo?nen  fubfided,  and  fhe  found  inflant 
relief.  I  then  fomented  the  parts  with  a 
common  ant  if ep  tic  Fotus ,  dreffed  them  with 
afoft  animated  digeflive  warm  ;  applying  a 
warm  cataplafm  to  them  and  all  the  abdo¬ 
men  >  compofed  of  bread,  oatmeal,  Spec . 
pro  Cataplafmate  e  Cymino  and  the  foment¬ 
ing  liquor,  and  advifed  all  the  drefiings 
iliou’d  be  renewed  every  fix  hours,  or  often- 
er,  as  occafion  fhou’d  require,  on  account 
of  the  f cecal  difcharge  :  and  I  alfo  directed 
the  application  and  repetition  of  bladders  of 
hot  water,  about  half  full,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  a  due  degree  of  heat  from  dr  effing  to 
drefling  ;  nor  did  I  forget  to  advife  the  dis¬ 
cretionary  ufe  of  temperate  cordials,  laxa¬ 
tives,  and  clyfters  of  chicken  or  other  frefh 
tneat  broth ;  and  that  fhe  fhoud,  for  feme 

time, 
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time,  be  nourished  only  with  liquid  diet, 
taken  in  fmall  quantities  and  often. 

.After  having  thus  agreed  with  the 
Apothecary  and  nurfe  concerning  the  me¬ 
thod  to  be  purfued,  acquainting  the  patient 
alfo  how  much  depended  upon  an  exadt 
obfervance  of  it,  I  left  her  to  his  care ;  urg¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
his  affiduous  attendance,  as  the  event  of  the 
moft  dangerous  cafes,  often  exceeds  our  ex¬ 
pectations  ;  defiring  he  wou’d  fuffer  nature 
to  caft  off  the  mortified  Houghs,  without 
ufing  any  violence  to  remove  them.  The 
next  day  he  informed  me  the  fymptoms 
were  favourable,  that  her  diet  did  not  offend 

t 

her  ftomach,  and  that  file  had  not  vomited 
fince  the  evacuation  of  the  excrements  in 
confequence  of  the  opening.  After  having 
received  a  good  account  of  the  patient  for  a 
few  days,  upon  a  difagreement  between  her 
and  the  Apothecary,  I  was  again  fent  for, 
and  not  being  able,  with  my  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours,  to  reconcile  the  difference,  fhe  abfo- 
lutely  refufing  to  fee  him  more,  the  care  of 
her  neceffarily  devolved  folely  upon  me.  At 
this  time  I  found  her  fitting  up  in  her  chair, 

with 

■  j 
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with  a  quick,  ftrong  pulfe,  and  great  flufh- 
ing  in  her  face.  Upon  examining  into  the 
caufe  of  thefe  appearances,  I  difcovered 
they  arofe  from  tranfgreffing  the  rules  pre- 
fcribed  in  regard  to  diet :  for  notwithftand-* 
ing  the  ftridfeft  injunctions  were  laid  upon 
her  and  the  nurfe  in  that  point,  yet  this  day 
for  dinner,  fhe  indulged  her  appetite,  with 
roafted  chicken  and  ftrong  beer,  eating  and 
drinking  very  plentifully.  This  tranfgref- 
lion  was  very'  near  fub verting  the  fair  hopes 
we  began  to  have  of  her  recovery  :  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ill  confequence  of  it  as  much  as 
poffible,  recourfe  was  immediately  had  to 
bleeding,  repeating  it  thrice  in  24  hours, 
with  other  mead  ires,  in  order  to  check  the 
riling  fever,  and  guard  againft  an  inflam¬ 
mation  again  feizing  the  weak  and  tender 
intejiines  ;  but  it  was  many  days  before  the 
danger  vaniflied,  which  fhe  was  evidently 
thrown  into  by  this  indiferetion. 

The  Fceces  began  to  be  evacuated  by  the 
Anus,  on  the  third  day  after  the  opening, 
and  they  paffed  both  ways  till  the  beginning 
of  March ,  which  was  about  ten  weeks  : 
the  difeharge  of  them  gradually  leffened  at 
the  wound  as  it  contracted  ;  and  it  was  per- 
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fedly  healed,  by  the  common  treatment, 
foon  after  that  time. 

On  February  the  4th,  I  firft  obferved 
feme  of  the  Argent .  viv.  in  the  wound, 
that  die  had  taken  on  December  the  24th, 
and  which  pafied  through  that  as  well  as  by 
the  Anus ,  till  the  wound  was  perfectly 
healed.  For  many  months  afterwards  die 
law  fome,  now  and  then,  hanging  about 
the  excrements,  divided  into  an  infinite 
number  of  globules ,  which  had  lod:  their 
brightnefs,  looking  like  lead  long  expofed 
to  the  air ;  and  fbe  generally 'was  fenfible  of 
griping  pains,  preceding  the  ftools  wherein 
die  obferved  it. 

She  now  enjoys  as  good  health  as  in  the 
former  part  of  her  life,  excepting  the  natu¬ 
ral  infirmities  of  old  age ;  and  is  entirely 
free  from  the  calamity  die  had  many  years 
before  laboured  under. 

The  happy  event  of  this  threatening  cafe, 
may  teach  and  encourage  us  never  to  leave 
our  patients,  even  in  the  utmoft  apparent 
danger  and  diftrefs,  without  endeavouring  to 

afiift  nature,  by  all  the  prudent  and  rational 
meafures  we  can  think  of.  I 
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I  was  lately  concerned  for  an  elderly  man,  who  had 
a  Bubonocele  inadvertently  opened  for  an  Abfcefs ;  and 
who  by  fuch  kind  of  treatment  as  advifed  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafe,  was  perfectly  cured.  I  afterwards  recom¬ 
mended  wearing  a  trufs,  with  a  very  foft,  eafy,  broad 
pad,  by  way  of  fecurity.  And  many  years  ago  I  was 
an  dye-witnefs  to  fuch  a  happy  event,  or  accidental 
cure,  in  an  old  woman,  who  had  a  femoral  Hernia  in- 
cautioufly  opened,  juit  beneath  Pouparfs  ligament. 


in  S  U  R  G  E  R  Y. 


207 


A  remarkable  fcrotal  Hernia  in  an 
infant  about  ten  weeks  old. 

November  the  3  d ,  1755. 

,T  R.  Chaplin*  an  ingenious  man  now 
in  the  Navy,  defired  me  to  vifit  this 
child  with  him,  who  was  taken  one  evening 
with  a  violent  fit  of  crying,  and  draining  to 
vomit,  which  continued  all  night  with  fhort 
intervals.  In  the  morning  the  mother,  a 
poor,  ignorant  woman,  perceiving  a  fwelling 
from  the  Inguen  down  to  the  Scrotum ,  fent 
for  an  old  woman,  no  wiferthan  herfelf,  to 
advife  with.  They  paid  little  regard  to  the 
prolapfed  mtejiine,  but  rolled  up  the  abdo¬ 
men  very  tight,  after  their  ufual  and  abfurd 
manner  ;  which  bandage  obftrudfed  the  re¬ 
turn  of  it,  and  produced  the  following  ter¬ 
rible  fymptoms. 

Two  days  after  the  child  firft  complain¬ 
ed,  he  voided  a  bloody  matter  by  the  Anus ; 
which  difeharge,  mixed  with  a  Imall  quan¬ 
tity  of  Fcecesy  continued  eight  or  nine  days. 

Mr.  Chaplin  was  then  called  to  him,  and 
found  the  Scrotum  vaftly  fwelled,  tenfe  and 

inflamed^ 
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inflamed,  with  the  whole  abdomen  much  in-  ' 
flated  :  on  thefe  accounts  he  ordered  emol¬ 
lient  and  difcutient  fomentations,  cataplafms , 
&c.  with  a  proper  bandage ;  and  this  treat¬ 
ment  mitigated  the  fymptoms,  though  the 
child  vomited  as  foon  as  he  had  fucked,  as 
he  had  all  along  done. 

A  week  after,  the  Scrotum  burfl:  open* 
and.  the  mortified  hitejline  difcharged  the 
Fceces  through  two  orifices,  each  about 
half  an  inch  diameter,  the  one  at  the 
fuperior,  the  other  towards  the  inferior  part, 
at  the  diflan ee  of  near  two  inches,  which 
were  dreffed  fuperficially  with  digeftive  and 
plafters  of  cerat.  alb .  in  the  common  manner. 

The  firft  time  I  faw  the  child  was  a  few 
days  after  the  openings  in  the  Scrotum  ;  the 
difcharge  at  which  inftantly  removed  the 
inflation  of  the  abdomen  and  the  vomi¬ 
ting  ,  but  for  the  fpace  of  a  week  no  excre¬ 
ments  paffed  by  the  Anus .  The  preterna¬ 
tural  evacuation  of  them  then  decreafed,  and 
they  gradually  refumed  their  natural  courfe. 
The  openings  of  the  Scrotum  healed  up 
feemingly  found  in  about  three  weeks ;  but 
the  inferior  one  opened  again,  difcharged 
©xcrementitious  matter  three  or  four  days, 

and 
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and  then  finally  clofed.  Soon  after,  the 
viteftineft  11  down  and  returned  according  to 
the  polition  of  the  body,  beyond  our  ex¬ 
pectation,  confidering  the  general  maxim* 
that  inflamed  parts  in  contaCt  will  coalefce. 
The  child  was  afterwards  perfectly  cured  of 
the  rupture,  by  the  ufe  of  a  common  fleel 
trufs,  exaCtly  well  adapted  to  the  parts  for 


\ 
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A  fcrotal  Hernia  inteJUnalis ,  in 
which  the  operation  was  perform¬ 
ed  five  days  after  the  ftrangula- 
tion. 

a  farmer’s  ferv  ant,  aged  twenty-one, 

9  had  been  afflidted  with  a  Hernia 
from  his  infancy,  without  any  means  hav¬ 
ing  been  ufed  to  cure  him. 

On  Tuefday  morning,  July  the  4th, 
1754,  the  intejiine  fell  down  as  he  was  at 
work  alone  in  the  field,  where  he  attempted 
for  many  hours  to  relieve  himfelf,  as  he 
ufed  to  do,  but  in  vain :  he  then  returned 
home,  but  concealed  the  nature  of  his  di- 
feafe,  as  he  had  always  induftrioufly  done  ; 
and  it  was  fome  days  before  he  difclofed 
what  he  ailed,  when  all  attempts  to  reduce 
the  prolapfed  intejiine  proved  ineffectual. 

Late  on  the  Saturday  evening  he  was 
committed  to  my  care  ;  but  my  endeavors 
to  replace  the  intejiine  having  no  better  fuc- 
cefs,  I  propofed  the  operation  to  him  and 
his  matter,  as  the  only  means  of  faving  his 
.  life. 
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life,  and  they  readily  confenting,  I  performed 
it  early  the  next  morning.  The  intejline 
was  not  mortified,  tho’  indeed  it  was  much 
inflamed  ;  yet  the  operation  fucceeded,  and 
he  was  perfectly  cured  in  five  weeks.  From 
what  appeared  in  this  cafe,  it  is  not  amifs  to 
obferve,  that  the  intejline  may  fuffer  a  lon¬ 
ger  ftrangulation,  without  being  mortified, 
than  is  generally  believed  ;  but  this  condi¬ 
tion  of  it  may  happen  fooner  or  later  3  from 
a  variety  of  concurring  caufes  and  circum- 
ftances,  worthy  the  utmoft  attention. 

Repeated  bleeding,  clyflers,  laxative 
and  nitrous  medicines,  with  a  thin,  cooling 
diet,  taken  frequently  in  a  fmall  quantity  at 
a  time,  to  avoid  diftention  of  the  tender  in- 
tejlines ,  greatly  contributed  to  remove  the 
inflammation,  which  was  upon  the  parts 
before  the  operation,  and  to  prevent  ill  ac¬ 
cidents  in  confequence  of  it. 

This  patient  was  near  lofing  his  life  ten 
days  after  the  operation,  by  the  indiferetion 
and  difobedience  of  the  nurfe,  in  allowing 
him  fuch  diet  as  I  had  abfolutely  forbidden, 
and  omitting  what  I  thought  of  the  utmoft 
importance  for  her  to  obferve,  joined  with 
Iris  own  untradlablenefs. 

O  2 


As 
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As  diet,  with  the  manner  of  giving  it,  is 
fo  effentially  neceffary  in  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
we  cannot  be  too  watchful,  in  feeing  that 
our  patients  are  ftrictly  conformable  in  that 
article,  and  that  the  nurfe  does  her  duty  in 
following  directions  ;  more  efpecially  in 
fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  wherein  the  leaft  error  or 
omiffion  may  prove  fatal* 
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A  cafe  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  the 
laft,  in  which  the  operation  was 
omitted  without  any  good  reafon. 


AN  able  Surgeon  of  my  acquaintance 
was  called  to  a  vigorous  young  man, 
two  days  after  having  a  defeent  of  the  in  tef- 
tine ;  in  which  condition  he  received  a  con- 
tufion  upon  the  teguments  of  the  Scrotum , 
by  a  fall  from  his  horfe. 


After  various  attempts  to  reduce  the 
intejiine ,  he  propofed  the  operation,  and 
many  of  the  faculty  were  aflembled :  the 
majority  oppofed  it ;  other  methods  were 
tried,  which  alfo  proved  fruitlefs,  and  the 
patient  died  eight  days  after. 


I  happened  at  thisjun&ure  to  be  at  the 

Surgeon’s  houfe,  who  told  me,  with  much 
concern,  how  he  had  been  over-ruled,  and 
that  he  thought  a  fair  opportunity  had 'been 
loft  of  faving  the  patient’s  life.  Whilft  he  was 
giving  me  this  relation,  news  was  brought  of 
the  patient’s  death,  and  he  then  defired  me 

to  go  with  him  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the 

O  3  parts. 
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parts.  In  this  cafe,  notwithftanding  the 
great  length  of  time,  we  found  no  mortifi¬ 
cation  upon  the  intejline ,  fallen  down  with¬ 
out  Omentum . 

i  ♦ 

What  probably  mifled  the  Gentlemen 

in  the  confultation,  was  the  difcoloration  of 

*  '  / 

the  teguments  of  the  Scrotum,  arifmg  from 
the  contufion  oecafioned  by  the  fall. 
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An  old  Hernia  attended  with  fin- 

l 

gular  circumftances. 

1 

February  the  3d,  1765. 

A  SURGEON  of  great  character  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  City  of  Norwich,  de- 
fired  me  to  vifit  a  man  with  him,  upwards 
of  fifty  years  of  age,  in  whofe  cafe  the  in- 
tejline  had  done  its  office  feveral  years  in 
the  Scrotum,  though  not  increafed  to  a 
great  bulk  :  but  the  bowel  was  now  under 
fuch  a  ftate  of  ftr angulation,  that  for  many 
days  he  had  been  fubje'dt  to  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  fymptoms,  which  attend  an  incarce¬ 
rated  Hernia ;  the  Surgeon  not  being  able 
to  procure  him  relief,  by  the  moft  rational 
means.  At  the  bottom  of  the  tumor,  of 
an  oblong  form,  about  fix  inches  in  length, 
refembling  an  Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  va¬ 
ginalis,  we  were  very  fenfible  of  the  fluc¬ 
tuation  of  fome  fluid,  which  we  appre¬ 
hended  to  be  fuch  as  is  collected,  in  thofe 
cafes,  between  the  herniary  fac  and  the  in- 
tejline ;  and,  from  our  careful  obfervation 
and  examination,  we  were  of  opinion  that 

the 
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the  Sac  was  burft.  W e  deliberately  confi- 
dered  every  circumftance  to  direft  our  judg¬ 
ment,  in  this  very  unpromifing  cafe  for  the 
operation,  it  being  pad:  all  doubt*  that  there 
was  a  ftrong  coalition  of  the  parts,  which 
probably  wou’d  not  admit  of  reparation 
with  fafety  :  however,  as  there  was  no 
profped  of  his  living  24  hours  longer  in 
this  condition,  it  was  refolved,  as  the  laft 
refort,  to  make  incifion  cautioufly  from  the 
ring  of  the  mufcle  to  the  bottom  of  the 
tumor  ;  by  which  it  foon  appeared,  that 
our  fears  were  too  well-founded,  in  refped 
to  the  coalition  of  the  parts.  Upon  open¬ 
ing  the  tumor  at  the  bottom,  four  or  five 
fpoonfuls  of  an  aqueous  fluid  were  difchar- 
ged,  and  then  the  ini  inline  presented  itfelf 
in  a  found  fiate.  After  proceeding  thus 
far,  it  was  farther  agreed  between  us,  to 
flit  up  the  parts,  as  far  as  we  found  with 
our  fingers,  that  the  intejlme  was  detached 
from  the  fac»  which  was  about  two  inches, 
and  then  enlarge  the  opening  at  the  ring  of 
the  mufcle,  with  a  view  of  fetting  the  m- 
tefiine  at  liberty  there,  as  much  as  poffible. 
Thefe  flops  were  attended  with  fuccefs 
greatly  exceeding  our  expeditions  ^  for  a 

few 
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few  hours  after  he  was  dreflfed,  and  put  to 
bed  again,  having  the  whole  Abdomen  well 
embrocated  with  warm  oil,  and  a  flannel 
cloth  applied  to  it,  he  had  many  plentiful 
evacuations  by  ftool ;  upon  which  all  his 
threatening  fymptoms,  as  vomiting,  &c» 
foon  after  vanifhed,  and  returned  no  more. 
The  wound  digefted  kindly,  a  thin  flough, 
like  a  pellicle ,  was  caft  off  the  intejiine ,  and 
granulations  of  flefh  enfaed,  that  united 
with  thofe  proceeding  from  the  wound, 
which  was  perfectly  healed,  by  the  com¬ 
mon  treatment,  in  lefs  than  two  months, 
with  a  firm,  good  cicatrice .  The  part  was 
left  in  a  much  better  ftate  than  it  had  been 
for  many  years,  fo,  that  he  was  able  to  fol¬ 
low  his  former  laborious  employment  of 
ferving  a  bricklayer ;  at  which  work  I 
lately  faw  him,  and  he  told  me  he  found  no 
inability  in  performing  it,  nor  the  leafl:  pain 
or  inconvenience  in  going  to  ftooh  He  cou’d 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  wear  a  bandage,  which 
was  thought  advifable,  as  a  fecurity  againft 
an  accident ;  finding  himfelf  fo  well,  he  was 
regardlefs,  and  faw  no  future  danger. 

1 

The  treatifes  written  by  Mr.  Pctt  and  Monf.  Ar- 
naud  upon  Ruptures,  attentively  read  and  confidered, 
Yvdl  be  found  good  guides  to  diretd  our  practice  in  this 

important 
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I  was  willing  here  to  fubjoin  a  fevr 
hints,  alluding  to  the  antecedent  cafes,  and 
the  obfervations  which  have  been  recorded 
by  others,  relative  to  Hernia ,  fubmitting 
them  to  the  confederation  of  my  Brethren, 
In  hopes  that  they  may  prove  of  forne  prac¬ 
tical  ufe. 

When  the  general  rules  have  been  ftridtly 
ebferved,  and  all  rational  endeavors  and  at¬ 
tempts  have  failed,  to  reduce  the  contents 
of  a  Hernia ,  certainly  the  fooner  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  performed  the  better  :  but  when 
we  happen  to  be  called  too  late,  and  there 
are  evident  iigns  of  the  intejiine  being  in  a 
mortified  ftate,  by  the  tumor  having  loft 
Its  renitence.  See.  it  appears  to  me  upon  re¬ 
flection,  very  warrantable  and  reafonable 
practice,  fupported  by  fome  of  the  cafes  I 
have  been  mentioning,  and  the  obfervations 
of  others,  to  make  an  incifion  into  the  tu¬ 
mor,  ample  enough  to  evacuate  the  Faces 
freely,  which  may  effectually  remove  the 
ftrangulation  of  the  intejiine  at  the  abdominal 

ring  ; 

important  part  of  Surgery  :  and  what  is  faid  upon  the 
fame  fubjeef,  in  the  Edinburgh  Med.  Efi.  and  in  the 
Mem.  de  V Acad.  Roy  ds  Chirurgie ,  merit  our  particular 
attention,  as  well  as  what  Mr.  Sharp  has  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  in  his  Critical  Enquiry,  to  whom  Surgery  is 
greatly  indebted. 
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ring,  and  then  to  treat  the  wound  as  a  mor¬ 
tification,  not  being  over  bufy  with  the 
knife,  in  cutting  away  what  appears  to  have 
loft  its  vitality ;  but  allowing  nature  to  throw 
off  the  mortified  Houghs,  by  the  granulations 
of  flefh,  which  may  well  fupply  the  lofs  of 
fubftance,  as  I  have  feen  by  fuch  manage¬ 
ment,  far  beyond  my  expectation.  When  it  is 
a  doubtful  point,  what  condition  the  parts 
contained  in  the  tumor  are  in,  we  muft  pro¬ 
ceed  with  great  caution  in  this  operation, 
till  we  come  at  the  intejiine ,  and  finding  that 
mortified  it  is  to  be  opened,  and  the  ftriCture 
removed,  by  incifion  at  the  mufcular  ring, 
fhou’d  not  the  evacuation  of  the  Fceces  do 
that  effectually.  The  cafe  is  then  to  be 
treated  as  has  been  advifed ;  for  undoubtedly 
nature’s  operation  is  fafeft  and  moft  to  be  re¬ 
lied  on,  in  feparating  the  dead  parts  from  the 
living ;  though  it  will  be  proper  to  cut  off 
the  putrid  floughs,  as  they  grow  loofe  from 
the  teguments,  herniary  fac ,  &c.  and  it  is 
effentially  neceffary  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
the  falling  of  matter  into  the  cavity  of  the 
Abdomen ,  by  pofition  of  the  body  and  other- 
wife  ;  taking  great  care  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  parts  therein  contained  do  not  tend 

too 
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too  ftrongfy  downwards,  as  upon  attention 
to  this  circumfiance  alfo  much  depends. 

The  few  examples  we  have  upon  record 
of  perfons  furviving  Hernia  that  have  burft 
in  a  mortified  Rate,  may  be  fufficient  en¬ 
couragement  to  put  in  practice  the  meafures 
now  under  confideration,  for  very  obvious 
reafons  :  but  before  we  do  that,  prudence 
leaches  us  to  make  proper  prognoJlicsy  and 
to  take  all  neceffary  precaution  to  defend 
our  reputation,  when  we  have  to  ad:  in  ca¬ 
fes  fo  circumftanced  and  precarious  in  their 
event;  as  people  are  too  apt  to  condemn  the 
Surgeon,  when  his  pradice  does  not  fucceed, 
fee  it  ever  fo  rational. 


\ 
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The  two  following  cafes  fhew  the 

neceffity  of  fometimes  departing 

* 

from  the  general  rules  laid  down 

o 

in  the  application  of  TrufTes  in 

Ruptures, 

A  GENTLEMAN  upwards  of  eighty 
years  of  age,  who  had  long  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  Rupture,  attended  with  a 
Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  Vaginalis ,  had 
Truffes  made  for  him  in  the  common 
manner  in  the  City  near  which  he  lived, 
in  London ,  and  at  Paris  ;  but  in  the  ufe  of 
all  of  them  the  intejline  frequently  flipped 
down.  I  found,  upon  ftridl  examination 
of  the  parts,  that  the  difappointment  arofe 
from  a  thicknefs  of  the  fpermatic  cord,  on 
one  fide  of  the  abdominal  ring,  by  which  the 
pad  of  the  Trufs  loft  its  power  of  a&ing, 
lo  as  to  prevent  the  defcent  of  the  inteftine * 
It  appeared  to  me  that  nothing  cou’d  be 

done  but  to  have  a  pad  of  proper  dimenflons 

1  • 

to 
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to  enter  and  fill  up  the  aperture  precifely  3 
for  by  moderate  p re fiure  with  my  thumb,  I 
could  effectually  refill  the  impulfe  of  the 
intejiine  in  the  flrongeft  efforts  by  the  aCtion 
of  coughing.  To  effeCl  this  purpofe,  I 
advifed  the  Trufs-maker  who  had  not  fuc- 

ceeded  before,  though  a  very  ingenious 

* .  * 

workman,  to  affix  fuch  a  pad  with  a  fcrew, 
in  the  centre  of  a  much  broader  furfa ce,  to 
confine  it  more  effectually,  made  foft  and 
eafy  :  and  this  always  anfwered  the  end  per¬ 
fectly  well,  when  properly  adjufted  and 
kept  in  the  aperture. 

The  other  was  the  cafe  of  a  Gentleman 
between  feventy  and  eighty  years  of  age, 
who  had  a  defcent  of  the  intejiine  on  each 
fide,  which  would  not  yield  to  a  common 
Trufs,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
thicknefs  and  make  of  the  parts ;  but  one 

-  1  • 

formed  upon  the  principles  and  mechanifm 
of  the  preceding,  very  happily  fucceeded, 
and  rendered  the  patient’s  life  eafy  to  him, 
preventing  the  great  danger  to  which  he  had 
long  been  expofed* 


In 
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In  both  thefe  cafes  particular  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid,  to  make  the  parts  of  the 
trufs  to  which  the  pads  were  affixed,  fo 
concave  as  to  reft  eafy  and  fteadily  upon  the 
parts. 


An 


224.  CASES  and  REMARKS 


An  Hydrocele  of  the  "Tunica  vagina¬ 
lis  taken  for  a  fcirrhous  Tefncle , 


A  N  elderly  Gentleman  confulted  me 
^  many  years  ago  in  this  cafe,  which 
had  long  been  treated  with  mercurials  both 
internally  and  externally.  This  method 
was  not  at  all  likely  to  fucceed,  had  it  been 
what  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  ;  but  it  appeared 
to  me  indifputably  an  Hydrocele . 


The  Gentlemen  concerned  did  not  agree 
with  me  in  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  nor  was  any  alteration  made  in  the 
treatment  of  it;  but  fome  months  after, 

#  v 

when  the  patient’s  conftitution  was  much 
more  injured  by  it,  and  the  tumor  greatly 
increafed,  I  was  again  confulted,  and  decla¬ 
red,  that  fo  far  from  feeing  the  leaft  reafon 
to  depart  from  my  former  opinion,  I  was 
now  more  confirmed  in  it.  The  patient 
then  fuhmitted  to  a  puncture  being  made 
with  a  lancet,  by  his  Surgeon  in  ordinary, 
and  more  than  a  quart  of  a  fluid  like  brown 

beer  wTas  difeharged.  He  lived  between 

twenty 
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twenty  and  thirty  years  after,  contented 
with  this  palliative  method.  The  opera¬ 
tion  was  performed  a  great  many  times,  and 
he  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health  in  all 
other  refpe&s,  dying  in  a  very  advanced 
age,  purely  of  the  decay  of  nature. 

The  fufpenfion  of  every  kind  of  tumor 
in  this  part,  with  a  bag-trufs,  is  abfolutely 
neceffary,  as  the  pendulous  fituation  of  it 
weakens  the  contractile  power  of  the  vef- 
fels,  and  impedes  the  afeent  of  the  fluids  ; 
and  fuch  fupport  feldom  fails  of  preventing 
or  removing  the  pain  of  the  loins,  which  is 
generally  a  concomitant  of  gn  enlarged  tefti- 
cle,  from  a  ftretching  and  irritation  of  the 
fpermaticsi 


»  ,  ,  < 

I  have  fucceeded  in  the  methods  propofed  for  the 
radical  cure  of  this  difeafe,  both  by  taking  out  an  oval 
piece  of  the  Scrotum  and  Tunica  vaginalis ,  and  by  the 
application  of  a  cauftic  the  whole  length  of  the  tumor  ; 
but  muft  give  the  preference  to  the  former, — —When 
it  comes  under  confidcration  which  method  to  chufe, 
the  moft  ftrief  examination  is  requifite,  in  order  todif- 
cover  whether  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  in  a  feirrhous  ifate  % 
and  if  that  is  a  doubtful  point  only,  it  fhou’d  certainly 
determine  us  in  favor  of  incifion  :  for  fhou’d  the  di- 
i  feafe  prdve  fo  complicated,  of  which  I  have  feen  four 
inftances,  caftration  can  be  immediately  performed  ; 
but  to  have  that  to  do  after  the  efehar  is  feparated, 
wou'd  be  a  very  difeouraging  circumftance  to  the  pa- 
f  tient,  as  well  as  very  difagreeable  to  the  Surgeon, 
whofe  character  as  well  as  mind  might  fuffer  by  it. 

P  In 


226  CASES  and  REMARKS 


In  an  Anafarca  of  the  Scrotum ,  I  have  feveral  times 
made  incifion  on  each  fide  of  it  with  great  advantage, 
without  ever  having  a  mortification  enfue  ;  but  there 
is  reafon  to  fear  it  from  a  languid  circulation  and 
abatement  of  native  heat  in  a  part  fo  fituated,  which 
fhou’d  be  well  guarded  again#  with  internals,  by  the 
afiiftance  of  a  Phyfician,  which  when  it  can  conve¬ 
niently  be  had  fhou’d  not  be  prechided. 


/ 
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An  Hydrocele  taken  for  an  inteJUnal 
Hernia  and  treated  accordingly. 


A  GENTLEMAN  afked  my  opinion  for 
his  child,  about  three  years  old,  who 
was  fuppofed  to  have  a  Rupture.  Upon 
ftridtly  examining  the  parts,  I  difcovered  a 
tumor  juft  below  the  rings  of  the  abdominal 
mufcles,  upon  the  fpermatic  cord,  extend¬ 
ing,  and  gradually  dilating,  almoft  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Scrotum.  I  did  not  doubt 
of  its  being  an  Hydrocele ,  and  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  it  was  rendered  worfe  than  it  wou’d 
otherwife  have  been,  by  being  treated  as  a 
Rupture  >  for,  till  it  grew  too  big,  it  was 
forced  into  the  Ingiten ,  and  there  confined 
with  a  fteel  trufs. 

I  directed  a  fomentation  prepared 
with  difcutients  and  aftringents,  to  be  ufed 
twice  a  day,  and  that  the  child  fhou’d  take 
now  and  then  a  few  grains  of  Merc .  elide. 
mixed  with  Rhubarb ,  and  wear  a  bag-trufs* 
By  this  treatment  the  tumor  was  vifibly 
diminifhed  in  a  few  weeks  j  but  the  Gen- 

P  2  tleman 
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tleman  defiring  to  take  advice  in  London * 
afked  me  to  give  him  my  opinion  in  writing* 
with  the  method  I  had  taken.  The  Surge¬ 
ons  whom  he  there  confulted  agreed  with 
me,  and  the  child  was  cured  in  a  few  months 
without  altering  the  method. 
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A  cafe  of  an  Hydrocele  of  the  Tuni¬ 
ca  vaginalis  on  each  fide,  attend- 
ed  with  fome  extraordinary  cir- 
cumflances,  in  which  caftration 
was  performed  on  one  fide  and 
the  operation  for  the  radical  cure 
on  the  other,  according  to  Mr, 
Douglas' s  method  defcribed  in 
his  judicious  treatife  upon  this 
fubjedt, 

\\T  A.  of  H.  upwards  of  fifty  years  of 
9  age,  naturally  of  a  robuft  and 
healthy  conftitution,  which  he  had  much 
impaired  by  intemperance,  efpecially  by 
drinking  fpirituous  liquors  ;  in  a  violent 
effort  to  raife  a  heavy  weight,  was  fenfible, 
to  ufe  his  own  exprefiion,  of  a  cracking  in 
his  loins  as  if  fomething  broke,  and  became 
immediately  difabled  for  walking.  Soon 
after  this  accident  he  obferved  a  fwelling  on 
the  left  fide  of  his  Scrotum . 

After  fome  months  he  afked  my  advice 
in  this  cafe,  which  appeared  to  me  a  true 

P  3  Hydrocele 
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Hydrocele  of  the  Tunica  •vaginalis  :  I  then 
opened  it,  difcharging  a  quart  of  a  limpid 
fluid,  and  he  foon  followed  his  ordinary 
employment  again.  Not  long  after  this 
operation,  the  fame  difeafe  appeared  on  the 
other  fide,  and  in  about  five  or  fix  months, 
I  made  a  pundture  with  a  common  lancet 

on  each  fide,  introducing  inftantly  a  female 

/ 

catheter ,  and  difcharged  from  each  about  a 
pint  and  half  of  the  fame  kind  of  fluid.  In 
the  Ipace  of  between  two  and  three  years, 
I  performed  the  operation  five  times  on  one 
fide,  and  four  on  the  other,  either  by  a  lan¬ 
cet  or  finall  trocar ,  which  never  confined 
him  from  his  bufinefs  more  than  a  day  or 

two. 

/ 

About  two  months  after  the  lafi:  ope¬ 
ration,  performed  on  each  fide,  when  the  parts 
were  again  confiderably  diftended  with  the 
fluid,  he  fell  from  his  horfe  in  a  drunken  con¬ 
dition  ^  which  accident  occafioned  a  violent 
contufion  and.  Ecchymq/is  upon  the  whole 
Scrotum ,  attended  with  great  tenfion  and  moft 
exquiiite  pain  of  the  Abdomen .  Thefe  iymp- 
toms  were  very  threatening, and  his  life  feemed 
to  be  in  imminent  danger  $  but  repeated 
bleeding,  lenient  purgatives,  and  the  anti- 

phlogiftic 
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phlogidic  method,  confiding  of  medicines 
and  diet,  relieved  him  :  dill  there  was 
great  reafon  to  fear,  from  the  remaining 
complaints  and  appearances,  that  the  parts 
within  the  Scrotum  had  greatly  differed. 

When  the  parts  were  filled  again  I  made 
punctures  as  ufual,  and  on  the  fide  where  I 
performed  the  operation  fird,  the  lymphatic 
fluid  was  mixed  with  blood,  but  on  the 
other  fide  it  appeared  as  before.  From 
what  I  now  obferved,  I  thought  there  was 
good  reafon  to  propofe  the  method  for  the 
radical  cure,  which  was  attempted  with  the 
approbation  of  feveral  able  Surgeons,  on 
Augajl  the  24th,  1756. 

Upon  cutting  the  teguments  and  'Tunica 
vaginalis,  I  found  the  latter  was  grown  al- 
moA  cartilaginous  and  near  half  an  inch 
thick.  The  tejlicle  itfelf  appearing  decay ed> 
like  foft  rotten  liver,  I  altered  my  original 
deflgn,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
brethren,  removed  it,  as  well  as  the  Tunica 
vaginalis ,  taking  up  the  fpermatic  artery 
with  the  needle  and  ligature,  without  in¬ 
cluding  it  in  the  thickened  cord.  I  then 
cut  off  as  much  as  I  cou’d  of  the  Tunica 
vaginalis  on  the  other  fide,  which  was  alfo 

greatly 
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greatly  thickened,  but  the  tefticle  included 
in  it  was  not  aflfefted.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
cure  a  very  thin  Hough,  like  a  pellicle ,  was 
eaft  off  the  tunica  albugme a  by  granulations 
of  flefh,  which  uniting  with  thofe  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  other  parts,  a  good,  fmooth 
cicatrix  was  induced,  upon  that  incarna-^ 
tion  :  and  afterward  he  did  not  want  the 
power  of  procreation. 


These  operations  were  tedious  and  pain¬ 
ful,  and  hazardous  in  their  event  ;  but  the 
iymptoms  in  confequence  of  them  were  fa¬ 
vourable  beyond  expectation.  Emollient 
clyfters  frequently  repeated,  bleeding,  pour¬ 
ing  warm  oil  often  upon  the  Abdomen ,  co¬ 
vering  it  with  flannel  and  keeping  bladders 
of  warm  water  conftantly  over  it  and  the 
dreffings,  gave  him  very  fenfible  relief,  and 
probably  prevented  bad  accidents.  Nothing 
happened  to  obftrudt  the  cure,  by  the  com¬ 
mon  treatment,  and  he  was  difmiffed  the 
hpufe  in  feyen  weeks,  able  to  follow  his  oc¬ 
cupation  without  any  inconvenience.  He 
now  enjoys  perfect  good  health  and  ftrength, 
for  a  man  of  his  age,  often  taking  long  jour- 

nies  on  foot  without  fatigue. 

.  ;  v  '  The 
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The  conffitution,  ftate  and  condition  of  the  patient, 
who  is  about  to  undergo  any  capital  operation,  fhould 
be  well  confidered  before  hand,  that  what  is  amifs  may 
be  rectified  as  far  as  poffible,  by  diet,  medicine,  &c» 
in  order  to  prevent  accidents  in  confequence  of  it  * 
as  well  as  early  care  and  conftant  attention  paid  to  every 
circumftance  after  the  operation  :  nor  ought  we  ever 
to  forget  how  cflentially  neceflary  it  is,  that  peace  and 
tranquility  of  mind  fhouM  be  preserved  in  our  patients  ; 
to  which  end  we  fhou’d  ffudioufly  endeavour  to  ffrenath- 
en  their  confidence  in  us3  by  our  addrefs  and  behaviour 
in  all  refpe£ts* 


\ 
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A  cafe  of  an  enlarged  Tejlich  from  a 
blow,  which  luccecded  happily. 

March  the  17*,  1755. 

1  '  1 

7|  jf  R.  E.  W.  of  M.  a  man  of  a  very  ro« 
buft  eonftitution,  aged  about  thirty, 
fent  for  me  on  this  occafion,  a  fortnight 
after  the  accident.  The  tumor  was  of  a 
large  fize,  inflamed,  hard  and  painful,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  fever  ;  and  the  fpermatic 
cord  was  alfo  greatly  enlarged  and  rigid. 
I  let  him  blood,  and  repeated  that  evacua¬ 
tion  occafionaliy,  feeing  his  blood  was  in  a 
fizy  ftate  ;  gave  him  lenient  purgatives, 
and  nitrous  medicines,  advifed  an  exact  re¬ 
gimen,  with  the  very  liberal  ufe  of  diluents, 
and  directed  a  fomentation  fhou’d  be  ufed 
twice  a  day,  with  a  portionof  Spirit  Min - 
dereri  in  it,  and  cataplajms  to  be  applied, 
prepared  with  oatmeal  and  the  fomenting 
liquor,  adding  a  little  01.  Olivar.  to  prevent 


fliffnefs. 
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ftiffnefs,  and  fupported  the  part  with  a 
bag,  ftridtly  enjoining  him  to  keep  his  bed, 
as  an  horizontal  pofition  wou’d  moll  favour 
the  retrograde  motion  of  the  fluids  through 
the  difeafed  parts,  in  the  meandrous  wind¬ 
ings  of  their  canals. 

By  this  treatment  all  his  complaints 
were  foon  abated ;  and  when  I  found  him 
in  a  good  condition  to  bear  Mercury ,  which 
was  in  about  three  weeks,  I  had  recourfe 
to  that  powerful  medicine,  though  I  had 
not  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufpedt  any  thing  ve¬ 
nereal  in  the  cafe.  I  gave  him  four  or  five 
grains  of  Merc .  dulc.  rubbed  with  Flor. 
Sulphuris  for  four  or  five  nights  fuccefiively, 
and  a  lenient  purge  the  next  morning,  ftill 
continuing  the  nitrous  remedies,  topical  ap¬ 
plications,  &c. 

After  perfevering  about  a  m@nth  in 
this  method,  the  tejlicle  was  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed,  the  inflammation  and  pain  quite 
gone,  and  but  little  hardnefs  remained  ;  I 
then  directed  inflead  of  the  other  external 
applications,  a  mercurial  liniment  fhou’d  be 


well 
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well  rubbed  in  twice  a  day*  and  that  he 
fhou’d  purge  gently  at  due  intervals,  to 
prevent  a ptyalijm,  which  reduced  the  tejii - 
cle  to  its  natural  fize,  and  entirely 
the  induration  in  two  months. 


A 
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A  Cancer  both  upon  the  Tefikle 
itfelf  and  the  Epididymis ,  occa- 
lioned  by  a  blow,  in  which  cafe 
caflration  fucceeded. 

November  the  9  th,  1756. 

TWAS  defired  to  affift  in  this  operation, 
performed  upon  a  Gentleman  about  50 
years  of  age,  naturally  of  a  ftrong,  healthy 
conflitution. 

I 

We  found  the  fpermatic  cord  in  a  much 
better  condition  than  we  expected,  by  exa¬ 
mining  it  before  the  operation  ;  but  the 
fpermatic  artery  was  exceedingly  enlarged, 
which  we  took  up  with  the  needle  and  liga¬ 
ture,  without  including  the  cord.  The 
whole  Tefticle  and  Epididymis  were  in  a  true 
cancerous  ftate,  floating  in  a  coniiderable 
quantity  of  lymph,  contained  in  the  Tunica 
vaginalis. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation  were 
very  favourable,  the  cafe  terminated  happi¬ 
ly,  and  the  patient  continues  perfectly  well, 

though 


/ 
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though  the  operation  was  unreafonably  de¬ 
layed,  abfolutely  agalnft  our  earned:  advice, 
but  he  wou  d  not  confent  to  it  fooner,  not- 
withstanding  our  remonftrances,  to  (hew 
him  the  increafe  of  danger  by  deferring  it. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  feven  operations,  performed 
upon  patients  of  my  own  and  others,  wherein  the  fper- 
mafic  artery  was  taken  up  alone,  after  a  dilledtion  of 
the  fheath,  in  which  no  threatening  fymptoms  enfued  ; 
but  I  have  obferved  many  bad  accidents  in  confequence 
of  tying  the  whole  cord,  even  caufing  the  death  of  the 
patients,  as  I  verily  believe  ;  therefore  I  cannot  forbear 
ftrongly  recommending  the  difcontinuance  of  that 
practice  in  cadration,  to  the  conilderation  of  my  Bre»* 
thren  5  and  have  inferred  t WQ  calcs  to  enforce  it. 


A 
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A  cafe  {hewing  the  advantage  of  tak¬ 
ing  up  the  fpermatic  artery  alone, 
with  the  needle  and  ligature,  in- 
ftead  of  tying  the  whole  cord  as  is 
generally  pra&ifed  in  caflration. 

_ 'June  the  4th,  1760. 

^REPUTABLE  tradefiiian  in  the  City 
of  Norwich  had  a  rotten  tejiicle,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  a  contufion  by  a  fall  twenty 
years  before,  which  had  long  been  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  Bubonocele ,  a  Fijlula  in  Peri - 
?iceo,  thro’  which  the  urine  conftantly  paffed 
at  two  apertures,  and  a  Procidentia  Ani .  In 
this  miferable  Hate,  I  was  joined  in  confu¬ 
tation  with  a  Phyfcian  and  Surgeon  of  emi¬ 
nence,  the  refult  of  which,  after  deliberately 
considering  every  circumftance,  was  to  pro- 
pofe  caftration,  and  to  attempt,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  cut  away  the  callofity  of  the  Fijlula . 
It  was  approved  by  the  patient  and  his  rela¬ 
tions,  and  undertaken,  after  due  preparation, 
and  making  a  doubtful  prognojic ,  to  fecure 
our  reputation  as  well  as  we  cou’d,  in  a  cafe 
fo  difmally  circumftanced.  In 
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\  f 

In  this  operation  the  fheath  of  the  cord 
was  flit  with  the  point  of  the  knife,  and 
then  farther  opened  with  a  pair  of  very  fmall 
crooked  fciflars,  by  which  fteps  the  opera¬ 
tor  fhewed  the  veflfel  fairly,  andl  then  took 
it  up,  without  any  difficulty,  in  the  ufual 
manner,  with  the  needle  and  ligature,  in¬ 
cluding  only  a  little  cellular  membrane  in 
it.  No  ill  accident  fupervened,  and  the 
operation  fucceeded  fo  happily,  that  the 

patient  was  perfectly  cured  of  all  his  com¬ 
plaints*  remaining  fo  to  this  day. 
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A  cafe  manifefHng  the  difadvantage, 

and  dire  effects,  of  making  a  ii- 

\ 

gature  upon  the  whole  Jpermatic 
cord  in  caftration. 

UE  year  after  the  laft  mentioned  cafe, 
**■  I  was  concerned  with  a  Surgeon  who 
chofe  to  tie  the  whole  cord,  having  never 
feen  the  contrary  method  pradlifed  ;  but 
two  days  after  the  operation,  I  was  fent  for 
in  great  hafte,  the  patient  having  fome  very 
alarming  fymptoms ;  and  the  Surgeon,  who 
pradtifed  midwifery,  was  at  that  jundhire  fo 
clofely  engaged,  that  he  cou’d  not  attend 
him.  I  found  the  patient  inceflantly  drain¬ 
ing  to  vomit,  accompanied  with  a  hickup, 
in  a  high  fever,  his  Abdomen  very  tenfe,  in¬ 
flamed  and  painful,  particularly  complain¬ 
ing  that  the  pain  extended  quite  from  the 
ligature,  for  which  reafon  I  cut  it  diredtly, 
no  blood  enfued,  and  he  was  fenffble  of 
fome  inftant  relief,  upon  removing  that 
ftridture.  I  then  took  away  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood,  repeated  that  evacuation  ten. 
hours  after,  as  his  pulfe  continued  ftrong, 

and 
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and  he  was  of  a  fanguine,  plethoric  habits 
ordered  a  common  clyfter  to  be  given  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  firft  bleeding,  and  a  lax¬ 
ative  mixture  to  be  taken  by  little  and  little; 
that  warm  oil  fhou’d  be  well  rubbed  all  over 
the  Abdomen ,  keeping  a  flannel  or  a  blad¬ 
der  of  warm  water  conftantly  at  it,  and 
that  he  fhou’d  drink  foft,  diluting  liquors 
freely,  as  foon  as  his  ftomach  was  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  bear  them.  The  vomiting,  hick- 
up,  and  all  the  train  of  threatening  fymp- 
toms  foon  abated,  every  thing  went  on 
well  afterward,  and  he  was  perfectly  cured, 

N. 

without  any  future  bad  accident.  The 
cafe  requiring  this  operation,  was  a  large 
fcirrhous  tejlicle ,  juft  making  the  tranfition 
into  the  cancerous  ftate. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  the  fpermatic 
cord  was  to  he  totally  divided,  and 
wou’d  admit  of  being  left  long  enough,  an 
affiftant  having  firm  hold  of  it,  with  his 
fingers  and  thumbs,  upon  compreftes  of 
cloth  above  and  below,  to  prevent  the  vef- 
fels  from  flipping  up  in  the  (heath  upon  the 
divlfion,  the  operator  might  take  up  the 
artery  with  the  needle  and  ligature  at  the 

end. 
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end.  An  accident  once  happened  in  ail 
operation,  wherein  I  was  concerned,  re¬ 
quiring  fuch  fteps,  which  lucceeded  very 
Well,  though  the  artery  was  larger  than 
common.  In  general  this  veflel  is  but 
'  fmall,  and  perhaps,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
haemorrhage  might  be  flopped  by  comp  ref- 
flon  alone  again!!  the  Us  pubis  ;  however,  it 
is  better  not  to  run  fuch  a  rifk.  at  any.  time. 
— — By  inadvertently  cutting  the  cord  too 
fhort,  or  when  that  circumftance  proves 
unavoidable  in  this  operation,  the  vellels 
may  retradl  too  far,  and  even  into  the  Ab¬ 
domen  ;  great  danger  of  which  I  once  faw 
and  inftantly  prevented.  This  merits  par¬ 
ticular  attention.- - —  Beiides  the  danger  I 

have  been  reprefenting  that  attends  tying  the 
whole  cord,  which  is  compofed  of  many 
tough  fubftances,  I  have  feen  great  incon¬ 
venience  arife  from  the  ilownefs  in  digefting 
off  the  ligature,  in  the  courfe  of  curing 
the  wound. 


i 


cl* 
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I  V  , 

* 

Of  a  Circocele  that  refilled  all  other 
methods  of  cure,  and  vvou’d  yield 
to  nothing  but  caftration. 

December  the  1 9  th,  1758. 

U  W.  of  T.  received  an  injury  both  upon 
’ta* ®  the  lumbar  and  the  inguinal  region,  by 
a  piece  of  timber  falling  upon  him  in  a 
Hooping  pofksre. 

Bleeding,  gentle  purging,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  applications  in  recent  contufions,  &c. 
gave  him  fo  much  relief  at  fir  ft,  as  to  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  follow  his  bufinefs  as  a  maltfter 
again,  in  a  little  time  ;  but  thofe  means  did 
not  entirely  remove  his  pain,  which  was 
moft  upon  the  fpermatic  cord. 

j 

Two  or  three  months  after,  he  applied 
to  me  again,  his  labor  proving  more  than 
he  was  able  to  bear,  complaining  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  of  his  loins  and  the  tejlicle ,  as  well 
as  the fpermatic  cord,  which  was  very  much 
thickened  and  knotted,  the  tefiick  itfelf  di- 
minifhed  and  the  Epididymis  enlarged ;  and 

he 
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he  was  now  admitted  into  the  Hofpital  un¬ 
der  my  care. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  applica¬ 
tions  and  methods  both  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal,  in  purfuance  of  the  joint  opinion  of 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  the  pain  increafed, 
and  at  length  became  fo  infupportable,  that 
he  cou’d  get  no  reft  night  nor  day,  without 
the  conftant  ufe  of  opiates  in  large  dofes  ; 
from  which  confiderations  caftration  was 
refolved  upon.  The  operation  was  per¬ 
formed  July  the  20th,  and  he  was  difmifled 
perfectly  cured  Augnjl  the  29th. 


CL  3 
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A  cafe  of  a  fungous  excrefcence 
upon  one  of  the  A ymphce ,  from, 
which  proceeded  a  profufe  hce- 

morrhage%  bringing  the  patient’s 

\ 

life  into  imminent  danger. 

T  N  the  year  1760,  I  was  defired,  with 
another  Surgeon,  to  examine  the  ftate 
and  condition  of  a  Lady  of  a  very  delicate 
habit,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  to 
make  report  to  two  Phyficians,  who  at¬ 
tended  her  in  a  bad  fever,  accompanied 
with  very  threatening  fymptoms.  They 
had  been  informed  of  a  profufe  hemorrhage , 
fuppofed  to  be  uterine ,  with  the  additional 
alarming  circumftance,  that  it  was  appre¬ 
hended  the  Vagina  Uteri  was  mortified  5  both 
which  were  ftrangely  mifreprefented.  We 
found  an  excrefcence  about  the  bignefs  of  a 
fmall  walnut,  like  a  fungus,  upon  one  of 
the  Nympbce,  from  whence  the  hemorrhage 


had 
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had  proceeded  fome  time,  and  weakened 
the  patient  exceffively  ;  and  from  fome  part 
of  the  excrefcence  having  a  livid  afpect, 
arofe  the  apprehenfions  of  the  mortification. 
We  made  our  report  accordingly,  that  the 
effufion  of  blood  was  not  uterine ,  nor  the 
Vagina  Uteri  in  a  mortified  date,  declaring 
it  was  our  opinion,  that  the  excrefcence 
might  fafely  be  extirpated  by  incifion,  and 
the  hemorrhage ,  in  all  probability,  retrained 
by  that  means.  The  refult  of  our  confe¬ 
rence  with  the  Phyficians  on  this  occafion, 
was  to  have  the  operation  performed,  with 
the  patient’s  free  confent ;  it  was  propofed 
to  her,  file  readily  confented,  and  it  was 
then  done  directly,  flopping  the  hemorrhage 
in  confequence  of  the  operation  by  the  nee¬ 
dle  and  ligature.  The  wound  was  treated 
in  the  common  manner,  and  file  lived  fome 
time  after  it  was  perfectly  healed,  without 
any  return  of  bleeding,  which  event  anf- 
wered  the  expectations  we  gave  the  Phyfici- 
ms ;  but  her  other  complaints  wou’d  not 
held  to  their  judicious  prefcriptions. 


It 
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It  was  imagined  die  might  have  fuftain- 
ed  an  injury  in  a  hard  labour,  fome  months 
before,  to  give  rife  to  the  excrefcence  ^  but 
this  point  coo’d  not  be  determined  with  any 
certainty. 


A 
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A  Fiflula  in  Ano  cured  in  a  lingu- 

O 

lar  manner,  by  making  an  open¬ 
ing  into  the  Vagina.  Uteri . 

y  N  the  year  1761  I  attended  a  worthy 
Magiftrate  in  the  City  of  Norwich ,  in 
the  mod  exteniive  Fijiula  in  Ano  I  ever  taw 
cut,  which  fo  happily  fucceeded,  that  he 
was  perfectly  cured  by  the  operation,  even 
beyond  expectation,  his  conftitution  being 
much  impaired  ;  in  which  cafe  the  bark 
was  of  fmgular  fervice. — — During  this  at¬ 
tendance,  as  an  Auxiliary,  his  Surgeon  in 
ordinary  defired  me  to  vifit  a  woman,  be¬ 
tween  30  and  40  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  his  patient  more  than  fix  months,  in 
a  fimilar  cafe,  difeharging  an  immoderate 
quantity  of  a  fetid  fanies  ;  and  (lie  was 
much  emaciated,  with  a  kind  of  hectic 
from  ahforption  of  fuch  putrid  matter,  and 
lofs  of  appetite. 

The  Surgeon  had  opened  feveral  Jinnfes 
in  different  directions,  and  treated  the  cafe 
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judicioufly  ;  but  one  remaining  pretty  high 
up  the  Return,  tending  diredly  towards 
the  Vagina  Uteri,  from  whence  the  matter 
was  difeharged,  that  he  durft  not  venture 
to  open,  perplexed  him  very  much ;  on 
which  occafion  he  defired  me  to  examine 
the  (late  of  her  cafe  with  him.  Bv  intro¬ 
ducing  a  probe,  properly  curved,  into  the 
Sinus ,  and  my  finger  into  the  Vagina ,  I 
found  it  terminated  juft  above  the  Car  tin - 
culce  myrtijormes .  I  propofed  to  his  conft- 
deration,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
drawing  a  feton  through  the  Re  Bum  into 
the  Vagina ,  to  which  he  readily  agreed,  and 
the  operation  was  eafily  performed  as  has 
been  mentioned,  with  an  inftrument  a  little 
more  curved  than  a  tonjil-needle  having  an 
eye  towards  the  point  (a).  It  Succeeded  to  our 
with  3  the  diicharge  was  loon  obtained,  at 
this  depending  opening  in  the  Vagina,  with 
little  or  no  inconvenience.  After  continu¬ 
ing  the  feton  about  tiirce  weeks  it  was  left 
out,  and  the  cure  completed  without  any 
farmer  noodle  but  a  delrccative  injection 
was  mane  uie  of  tome  tune,  both  into  the 
Riorum  and  Ragma. 

This 

O  See  Treatife  on  W ounds. 
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This  woman  ventured  to  marry  foon  af¬ 
ter  Hie  was  cured,  and  brought  forth  a 
ftrong,  healthy  child  in  lefs  than  a  year; 

fmce  which  fhe  alfo  remains  perfectly  well. 

See  Mr.  Pott's  treatife  lately  publifhed  upon  this 
fubjedh 
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A  cafe  in  which  the  Placenta  uteri- 
na  was  covered  with  edifica¬ 
tions,  communicated  to  me  by 
Mr.  Donney  which  we  examined 
together,  and  then  fent  to  Doc¬ 
tor  Hunter ,  as  a  curious  Anato¬ 
mical  Preparation. 


A  GENTLEWOMAN  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  of  a  delicate  but  healthy 
habit,  fent  for  me  on  the  6th  of  November 
1761,  after  having  been  in  labour  fome 
hours.  On  examination  I  found  the  Os 
Uteri  confiderably  dilated,  the  membranes 
protruding  almoft  to  the  Os  externum , 
which  I  broke  immediately,  as  there  was  a 
confiderable  flooding.  The  head  of  the 
child  came  down  into  the  Pelvis  in  a  pain 
or  two,  and  (lie  was  foon  after  delivered  of  a 
ftrong  healthy  child.  The  flooding  which 

had  flopped  by  breaking  the  membranes, 

•  1  | 
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and  the  child’s  head  defcending  low  down 
into  the  Pelvis ,  returned  again  with  fo  much 
violence,  that  I  judged  it  neceffary  to  bring 
away  the  Placenta .  Upon  introducing  my 
hand  into  the  Uterus,  I  laid  hold  of  the 
Placenta  entirely  feparated  from  the  Uterus, 
every  part  of  which  in  contad  with  my 
hand,  was  fo  full  of  fharp  points,  that  I 
brought  it  away  with  pain  to  myfelf  :  thefe 
fharp  points  were  innumerable  edifications,, 
forming  a  fine  net- work  refembling  the  fi¬ 
brous  coat  of  a  melon,  which  covered  the 
whole  furface  of  the  Placenta ,  that  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Uterus .  My  patient  recover¬ 
ed  in  the  ufual  time  without  any  particular 
or  bad  fymptoms,  or  more  violent  after 
pains  or  difcharge$  than  die  had  before  ex¬ 
perienced,  this  being  her  fccond  child.— 
October  the  4th,  1763,  I  attended  the  fame 
patient  again,  and  then  delivered  her  of  a 
healthy  child.  The  Placenta  had  now  edi¬ 
fications  fufficient  to  prove  the  fad',  which 
determined  me  to  fecure  it  ;  the  firfl  to  my 
great  mortification,  and  contrary  to  my  re- 
queft,  having  been  deftroyed.  I  have  only 
to  add  farther,  that  about  four  months  finee 
I  brought  away  from  the  fame  perfon,  a 

third 
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third  which  had  fome  edifications,  thefe 
indeed  were  fo  trifling  that  they  had  pafifed 
unobferved ;  but  the  extraordinary  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  firft,  the  fame  again  in  a  lefs 
degree  in  the  fecond,  excited  my  curiofity 
to  examine  minutely  the  laft. 

Doftor  D'Urban  tells  me,  he  once  met  with  a  cafe, 
where  the  Placenta  was  feparated  with  uncommon  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  and  upon  examination  found  it  befet  with 
cretaceous  and  oilxfied  fubfbmces. 
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A  cafe  in  wHch  tKe  Os  Coccygis 
palTed  through  the  Re  Slum  in  a 
very  extraordinary  manner. 


In  July  1760. 


A  GENTLEMAN’S  child,  two  years  and 
a  half  old,  naturally  of  a  ftrong  healthy 
conftitution,  had  been  treated  fome  time  as 
in  a  worm  cafe,  with  a  variety  of  medicines 
for  that  purpofe;  but  her  complaints  in- 
creafed  till  fhe  voided  what  was  fuppofed  to 
he  a  flone,  after  taking  a  purge.  A  Phy~ 
lician  was  confulted  next  day,  and  had  the 
following  hiftory  of  the  cafe  related  to  him* 
with  what  has  been  mentioned,  by  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  the  child,  and  the  fervant  who  had 
the  care  of  her.  They  faid,  for  fome 
months  paft,  that  they  obferved  without  any 
evident  caufe  the  child  loft  her  florid  and 
natural  complexion,  grew  wan  and  pale, 
extremely  penfive,  fretful  and  uneafy,  and 
iipon  every  motion,  or  being  taken  up,  or 
ftirred  in  any  manner,  cried  out  and  fcream- 
ed,  as  if  in  violent  pain.  From  being  fond 

of 
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of  exercife  and  playful*  die  never  liked  to 
move,  and  when  obliged  to  do  fo,  always 
moved  with  uncommon  downefs  and  cau¬ 
tion,  as  if  under  fome  extreme  uneafmefs. 
Some  days  before  fhe  palled,  what  was 
thought  a  ftone,  die  feemed  to  be  conftant- 
ly  in  great  agony,  upon  going  to  fcool,  be¬ 
came  exceedingly  pale  and  faint,  requiring 
to  be  laid  upon  a  bed  for  iome  time  after, 
to  recover  her. 

When  the  Phyfician  examined  the  fub- 
ftance,  he  was  convinced  of  its  being  a 
bone,  at  frit  fight,  and  did  not  doubt  of 
its  being  the  Os  Coccygis .  He  ftridtly  in¬ 
quired  whether  it  w'as  certain,  that  the 
child  had  voided  this  bone  by  ftool,  and  the 
anfwer  was  1  die  had  taken  a  purge  agamfl 
worms,  upon  which  account,  after  every 
motion,  her  ftools  were  carefully  examined, 
in  order  to  obferve  if  any  worms  came  away, 
and  that  when  the  fervanl  found  it  in  one 
of  them,  die  immediately  fhewed  it  to  her 
miftrefs. 

After  hearing  this  relation,  the  Phy¬ 
fician  defired  the  child  might  be  brought  to 

Norwich 
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Norwich  to  have  the  parts  examined  by  a 
Surgeon,  as  foon  as  fhe  cou’d  bear  the 
journey  5  and  I  was  then  defired  to  attend 
her  with  the  Phyfician.  The  fubftance  of 
the  preceding  relation  was  repeated,  and 
upon  a  view  of  the  bone,  I  cou  d  not  hefi- 
tate  a  moment,  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  the 
Os  Coccygis,  having  left  its  point.  The 
Anus  appeared  a  little  inflamed  and  excori¬ 
ated,  but  the  child  bore  the  introduftion  of 
my  finger  into  the  Reffum,  and  moving  it 
there,  in  every  direction,  without  complain¬ 
ing,  where  I  found  nothing  amifs,  any 
more  than  if  it  had  never  been  injured  ;  and 
this  examination  was  made  about  a  week 
after  the  expulfion  of  the  bone.  The  flight 
inflammation  and  excoriation,  at  the  verge 
of  the  AnuSy  were  foon  cured,  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  Cerat .  alb .  and  Unguent,  future 
nin.  mixed  $  and  fhe  has  never  fincehadthe 
leaft  complaint  in  thefe  parts ;  but  what 
fhe  fuffered,  on  this  occafion,  has  irrepara¬ 
bly  injured  her  conftitution,  and  health  in 
general. 

As  it  appeared  to  us  highly  probable,  we 
fufpedted  this  difeafe  might  proceed  from  a 

R  hurt# 
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hurt,  by  a  violent  fall  upon  her  breech,  the 
fhock  extending  to  the  juniture  of  the  Os 
Coccygis  with  the  Sacrum ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  that  an  inflammation  and 
abfcefs  might  enfue,  though  they  pafled  un- 
obferved  ;  but  our  interrogations  cou’d  not 
bring  fuch  an  accident  to  light. 

Nature  alone  wrought  a  very  notable 
cure  in  this  cafe,  the  Angularity  of  which 
made  feme  Gentleman  of  the  faculty  doubt 
of  the  fad:,  and  too  haftily  exprefs  them- 
felves  concerning  it  j  but  the  authenticity 
of  the  evidence  incontefiibly  fupporting  its 
reality,  mull  fllence  all  vague  conjectures. 
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A  Dropfy  fituated  under  the  Re&us 

Cruralh ,  and  between  the  V ajlus 

internus  and  externus  mufcles, 

* 

immediately  above  the  knee, 

which  had  long  been  looked  upon 

as  an  incurable  White-Swelling. 

•  >  •  *  *  * 

February  the  2d,  1753. 

T  J  C.  aged  45,  was  brought  to  me  by 

e  the  Officers  of  the  Parifh  of  T.  and 
gave  me  the  following  account  of  himfelf. 
That  he  firft  took  notice  of  a  fwelling  about 
fix  years  before,  upon  the  fore-part  of  his 
thigh  juft  above  his  knee,  attended  with  a 
dull  fenfation  of  pain  ;  that  the  fwelling 
gradually  increafed,  and,  for  a  year  or  two 
paft,  that  the  pain  had  fometimes  been  very 
acute.  He  alfo  told  me,  that  the  methods 
which  had  been  taken,  by  thole  under 
whofe  care  he  had  been,  rather  increafed 
his  complaints,  and  that  they  advifed  him 
not  to  fufferit  to  be  opened  by  any  means. 

From  my  obfervation  and  experience  in 
four  cafes,  which  appeared  to  me  of  a  fimi- 

R  2  lar 
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lar  nature  to  this,  wherein  I  had  fucceeded, 
I  did  believe  there  was  a  lymphatic  fluid 
colledted  between  the  mufcles,  which  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  be  evacuated  by 
opening,  having  been  fo  long  extravafated, 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  its  ever  be¬ 
ing  abforbed  ;  I  therefore  did  not  at  all  he- 
fitate  about  advifmg  to  have  incifions  made 
into  the  tumor. 

He  was  of  a  lax  habit,  and  his  health 
in  general  not  very  good,  but  when  I  had 
corrected  a  little  diforder  in  it,  which  ap7 
peared  proper  to  be  attended  to,  I  opened 
the  tumor  both  on  the  infiae  and  outfide 
of  the  limb,  by  incifions  two  or  three 
inches  in  length,  aiming  to  make  them  cor- 
refpond  with  the  infterftices  of  the  mufcles, 
and  difcharged  more  than  a  pint  of  in- 
fpiflated  lymph :  I  then  drew  a  feton  thro’, 
and  continued  it  ’till  I  thought  the  cavity 
might  be  a  good  deal  contradled,  at  which 
time  I  left  it  out,  touched  the  edges  of  the 
wounds  with  Caujl ,  lunare  repeatedly,  fo  as 
to  prevent  their  uniting  too  foon  externally, 
dreflfed  fuperficially  in  the  common  manner, 
and  applied  a  laced  knee-piece,  with  an  eafy 
eomprefs  affixed  to  it,  to  reft  upon  the  top 
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of  the  thigh,  the  full  extent  of  the  cavity. 
The  difcharge  gradually  leffened,  and  quite 
ceafed  in  two  months,  the  patient  continu¬ 
ing  perfectly  well,  with  afree  motion  of  the 
joint,  and  can  walk  many  miles  without 
pain  or  inconvenience. 

In  two  of  the  cafes  which  I  have  mention¬ 
ed,  the  fluid  appeared  alfo  below  the  knee; 

* 

on  the  infide  of  one  of  them,  and  on  the 
outflde  of  the  other,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
patella ,  where  I  made  openings  as  well  as 
above  and  found  they  communicated. 

This  difeafe  has  been  taken  for  a  dropfy 
of  the  joint,  in  which  the  fluid  is  contained 
under  the  burfal  ligament,  but  there  is  a  ve¬ 
ry  material  difference  between  thefe  difeafes 
in  point  of  danger,  tho’  of  great  apparent 
affinity;  for  the  accefs  of  tho  air  upon  open¬ 
ing,  foon  changes  the  foft  into  an  acrimoni¬ 
ous  fluid,  productive  of  dreadful  confequences 
when  in  the  joint.  The  more  manifeft 
fluctuation  of  this  fluid,  and  it’s  extending 
higher  up  the  thigh,  when  it’s  refidence 
is  between  the  mufcles,  are  Criterions  by 
which  we  may  diflinguifh  one  from  the  other, 

R  3  '  *  Sincq 
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Since  the  firft  edition  of  my  Obfervations,  I  have 
received  accounts  from  two  Surgeons  of  the  belt  cha¬ 
racter  relative  to  this  matter.  One  of  them  exprefsly 
fays  he  has  met  with  two  fuch  cafes,  which  he  cured 
by  opening,  one  of  which  was  deemed  an  incurable 
white-fwelling,  by  two  Surgeons,  under  whofe  care 
the  patient  had  been  a  confiderable  time  ;  and  he  allu¬ 
red  me  he  had  not  remarked  this  fpecies  of  tumor  be¬ 
fore  I  defcribed  it. - —The  other  Gentleman  informed 

me  that  a  perfon  was  committed  to  his  care,  with  a 
large  tumor  upon  his  knee,  in  which  cafe  he  appre¬ 
hended  the  fluid  was  contained  under  the  burfal  liga¬ 
ment  in  the  joint,  but  upon  opening  it  where  it  was 
moft  pi ominent,  juft  above  the  knee  and  beneath,  on 
the  outfide  of  the  patella ,  he  difcovered  his  miftake,  as 
he  ingenuoufly  confefled,  and  cured  his  patient. 
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A  fimilar  cafe  to  the  laft  mentioned, 
cured  in  its  recent  ftate  without 
opening. 

*  .  ~  f  *  *  »• 

December  the  28th,  1758. 

*  *  •  1  ¥ 

1T\  G.  a  farmer’s  fervant  of  N.  one  of  the 
4  Perfons  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  who  was  cured  as  there  directed  fix 
Years  before,  applied  to  me  now  concerning 
a  tumor  upon  his  other  knee  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  when  it  had  not  been  of  more  than  a 
month’s  duration ;  but  the  other  when  I 
firft  faw  it,  had  been  gradually  increafing 
above  three  years.  A  Phyfician  of  emi¬ 
nence,  who  had  afked  me,  when  another 
fuch  a  Cafe  came  under  my  notice,  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  it,  and  a  Surgeon 
who  had  feen  the  former  cafe,  examined 
this  tumour  with  me  the  very  day  he  appli¬ 
ed  to  me,  and  the  fluid  then  appeared  to  us  to 
have  a  conflderable  degree  of  tenacity,  by 
its  fluggifh  motion  under  our  fingers. 


Considering 
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Considering  its  recent  State,  I  was 
willing  to  attempt  the  cure,  without  opening 
the  tumor;  and  after  bleeding  and  purging 
to  empty  his  veflels  and  bowels,  J  purfued 
the  following  method* 

I  wrapped  the  whole  joint,  and  abou^ 
half-way  up  the  thigh,  round  with  brown 
paper,  feveral  times  doubled,  moiftened  in 
Spirit.  Mindereri  warmed,  putting  a  laced 
bandage  over  it,  ordering  the  paper  fhould 
be  conftantly  wetted  as  it  grew  dry,  with  a 
fpunge  dipped  into  that  Liquor,  or  a  Solu¬ 
tion  ,of  crude  Salt  Ammoniac  in  vinegar,  a- 
bout  half  an  ounce  to  a  pint,  always  uiing 
it  moderately  warm,  I  gave  him  a  draflic 
mercurial  purge  every  fourth  or  fifth  Day, 
and  now  and  then  an  antimonial  vomit, 
kept  him  to  a  ftrong  Decodtion  of  Guaia - 
cum  with  Sal  diuret .  diffolved  in  it,  for  his 
common  drink,  and,  diredted  a  proper  atte¬ 
nuating  diet,  which  method  agreed,  and  he 
bore  it  very  well. 

In  about  a  fortnight  there  was  an  appa^ 
rent  alteration  in  the  confidence  of  the  fluid, 
by  its  eafy  undulatory  motion,  like  water  in 

'  v  f  *  t 
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a  bladder,  even  with  the  lighted;  touch  of 
the  fingers;  the  abforption  then,  evidently 
began,  and  the  tumor  was  entirely  difperfed 
in  a  little  more  than  a  month,  the  fluid  gra¬ 
dually  decreafing  every  day. 

The  topical  remedies  caufed  fmall 
veficles,  two  or  three  times,  during  the  cure; 
but  they  were  foon  healed  by  an  epulotic 
cerate,  and  the  Patient  able  to  bear  thofe  ap¬ 
plications  again. 

In  order  to  recover  the  elafticity,  or  tone 
of  the  relaxed  parts,  I  advifed  the  cold- 
bath,  and  pumping  upon  the  knee  a  few 
Minutes  every  morning ;  which  had  a  good 
effedt,  and  recovered  the  perfedt  ufe  and 
ftrength  of  his  limb,  enabling  him,  in  a 
ihort  time,  to  walk  about  from  morning  til} 
night,  as  his  laborious  bufinfs  required,  with¬ 
out  any  complaint  after  fuch  exercife:  And 
he  ftill  remains  perfectly  well,  not  having 
the  leaft:  weaknefs  or  impediment  in  thq 
Motion  of  either  knee. 
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I  have  cured  feveral  bagging  tumors  upon  the  knee 
directly  over  the  patella^  and  at  the  elbow  over  the 
Olecranon ,  unattended  with  pain,  or  much  hindrance 
to  the  motion  of  the  refpective  joints,  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  embrocation  well  rubbed  in  warm  twice  a  day, 
keeping  a  comprefs  of  cloth,  or  brown  paper,  moift- 
ene'd  with  the  fame  conHantly  upon  them,  with  mo¬ 
derate  bandage  of  a  roller,  or  laced  piece  which  is  pre¬ 
ferable. 


R  Aceti  acerrhni  ft/' 

Sal.  ammon.  crud.  J  fs 
Liniment,  molat.  g  ij .  m.  f. 

Solatia. 

This  application  I  have  alfo  found  a  very  powerful 
attenuant  upon  other  occafions. 

I  know  not  what  fpecinc  name  to  give  this  tumor  j 
but  it  appears  to  be  a  difeafe  of  the  memlrana  cellulofa , 
and  of  an  cedematous  kind. 

In  feveral  inftances,  in  an  univerfal  Anafarca  to  a 
great  degree,  I  have  feen  very  extraordinary  efFedls  at¬ 
tend  the  application  of  the  fcarificator  to  the  legs  and 
thigh%  or  legs  only  ;  repeating  the  operation,  as  oc- 
cafion  required,  and  applying  the  fcarificator  as  often  at 

a  time  as  appeared  neceffary. - This  method  I  firft 

pradfifed  upon  the  authority  of  Monf.  Le  Dran .  See 
his  Operations  in  Surgery. 

I  believe  a  Scarificator  made  with  larger  and  fewer 
lancets,  Handing  at  a  greater  diflance  than  in  the  com¬ 
mon  one,  and  fo  contrived  as  to  be  raifed  higher  oc- 
cafionally,  would  be  more  applicable  to  this  purpofe, 
as  the  lancets  in  that  will  not,  in  fome  cafes,  penetrate 
deep  enough  into  the  cellular  membrane. 
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A  true  S chirr  hus  upon  the  thigh 
extirpated  without  Succefs. 

TUT  R.  Donne  of  Dereham ,  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned,  defired  me  to  be 
prefent,  fome  years  ago,  at  the  extirpation 
of  a  painful,  moveable  and  exceeding  hard 
tumor,  which  had  been  gradually  growing 
about  five  Years  to  a  large  fize,  fituated  un¬ 
der  the  Mufc.  reffi.  crural .  with  its  fixed 
point  towards  the  knee  between  the  Vajlus 
interims  &  ext  emus. 

The  patient  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age  and  his  confiitution  not  remarkably 
bad.  It  appeared  doubtful  to  us  in  con- 
fultation  what  was  heft  to  be  done  in  this 
cafe ;  but  he  wou'd  not  hear  of  the  lofs  of 
his  limb,  which  indeed  feemed  rather  more 

advifeable  than  extirpation  of  the  tumor 
only. 

The  tumor  was  well  extirpated,  which 
weighed  thirteen  ounces,  and  was  evidently 
glandular;  the  outfide  of  it  was  white, 
fmooth  and  almoft  as  hard  as  a  cartilage, 

and 
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and  the  Infxde  refembled  an  hard  apple  when 
cut ;  which  appearance  denotes  an  ill  cha-s 
rader. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  operation  were 
not  at  firft  unfavourable,  but  the  diforder 
foon  appeared  of  a  cancerous  nature  as  was 
jufpeded,  and  killed  the  patient;  for  he 
would  not  take  the  only  chance  that  remain-* 
cd  to  preferve  his  life,  which  ¥/as  amputa^ 
ting  the  limb. 


/' 
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Of  excrefcences,  8tc.  with  a  cance¬ 


rous 


TUT  ANY  years  ago.  In  a  young  fubjedt, 
A  A  I  extirpated  a  large  excrefcence  of 
this  kind,  which  filled  the  orbit  of  the  eye  2 
and  I  was  obliged  to  remove  the  whole  of 
the  eye  with  it.  The  operation  fucceeded 
very  well,  and  nothing  occurred  in  it,  or  af¬ 
terwards,  worth  particular  notice* 

I  have  fince  extirpated  a  fmaller  from 
the  eye  of  an  elderly  Gentleman,  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  being  thought  advifable  in 
confultation,  to  remove  it  by  incifion ;  which 
appeared  fimilar  to  that  in  the  fecond  caie 
in  Hildanus.  The  eye  remained  eafy  about 
three  years  after,  and  then  another  excre- 
fcence  fprouted  from  the  oppofite  comer  of 
it ;  but  as  the  fuccefs  was  now  deemed  very 
precarious,  he  refolved  not  to  fubmit  to 
another  painful  operation,  contenting  him- 
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felf  with  a  gentle  palliative  method.  This 
difeafe  grew  gradually  worfe,  and  termina¬ 
ted  in  a  true  cancer,  affedting  the  whole 
globe  of  the  eye  before  he  died. 

Several  years  ago  a  woman  upwards 
of  feventy,  die  wed  me  a  large  fubdance  up* 
on  her  head,  apparently  of  this  nature,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  what  fhe  called  a  wen,  in 
which  date  I  never  faw  it.  The  part  upon 
which  it  wTas  fituated  encouraged  me  to  pro- 
pofe  the  operation,  as  I  cou’d  ealily  take 
fuch  a  circumference  into  the  found  parts  as 
wou’d  be  mod  likely  to  eradicate  it  effectu¬ 
ally.  I  extended  the  inciiion  near  an  inch 
beyond  the  balls  of  the  excrefcence  and  left 
the  fkull  quite  bare.  The  cure  of  the  wound 
was  effected  without  any  difficulty,  and  the 
part  remained  perfectly  well  as  long  as  die 
lived,  which  was  about  ten  years. 

Two  years  ago  I  was  defired  by  Mr. 
Salmon,  a  Surgeon  of  character  at  Wick - 
ham-Market  in  Suffolk,  to  give  my  opinion 
concerning  £  cancerous  bread,  which  had 


been 
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been  ulcerated  about  a  year,  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  great  progrefs,  and  was  not  much  fixed 
to  the  fubjacent  mufcle:  and  alfo  in  a  large 
cancerous  excrefcence  upon  the  cheek  of 
another  patient,  a  gentlewoman  advanced  in 
years,  which  had  been  fuperficially  removed 
twice  by  ligature  ;  but  foon  fprouted  up  a  - 
gain,  and  was  now  much  larger  and  appa¬ 
rently  worfe  conditioned  than  ever.  My 
advice  in  thefe  cafes  was  to  extirpate  the 
bread  and  excrefcence,  according  to  the 
hints  given  in  the  chapter  of  Remarks  and 
Reflections  upon  cancerous  tumors,  &e. 
and  both  operations  fucceeded  very  happily, 
which  were  then  performed  when  I  was 
prefent. 

I  have  been  concerned  in  the  amputa¬ 
tion  of  four  Penes,  three  of  which  on  ac¬ 
count  of  enormous  fungous  fubftances  upon 
the  Gians ,  from  venereal  caufes.  We  met 
with  no  difficulty  in  flopping  the  haemorrha¬ 
ges  ;  after  fixing  the  fkin,  by  a  foft  narrow 
roller  turned  three  or  four  times  round  the 
member,  compreffion  was  effectually  made 
with  the  fingers  and  thumbs  of  an  affiitant, 
whilft  the  operation  was  performed  by  mak¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  double  incifion  ;  and  two  or  three 
veiTels  in  each  cafe  were  taken  up  by  the 
needle  and  ligature.  We  found  no  occafion 
for  a  tourniquet  in  thefe  operations,  nor  a 
canula  in  the  cure,  both  which  may  have 
their  ufe  in  fome  cafes.  The  patients  were 
put  into  proper  courfes  and  cured  without 
much  trouble. 


\  v 
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following  letter,  relative  to 
cancerous  diforders  of  the  eye, 
was  written  in  anfwer  to  one, 
which  I  received  from,  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  character  in  the  faculty 
at  Plymouth .  • 

■ 

Dear  Sir, 

1  4  V  4 

A  T  the  time  I  feceived  your  letter,  t 
**  happened  to  be  clofely  engaged  in  bull- 
nefs,  or  wou’d  have  anfwered  it  diredtly. 

The  patient,  concerning  whofe  cafe  you 
defire  niore  particular  information,  than 
appears  in  my  obfervations,  was  a  girl  be¬ 
tween  fixteen  and  feventeen  years  of  age, 
apparently  healthy  in  all  reipe£ts,  except 
the  excrefcence  upon  her  eye.  When  I  was 
firft  confulted  about  it,  I  was  informed  it 
had  been  gradually  growing  two  or  three 
years,  from  the  greater  Cant  bus  of  the  eye, 

S  but 
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but  that  it  had  lately  made  a  fwift  progrefs. 
It  now  overfpread  all  the  external  furface  of 
the  eye,  indeed  the  whole  globe  of  the  eye 
feemed  affefted,  though  it  was  ffcill  pretty 
eafily  moveable  in  its  orbit,  with  our  fin¬ 
gers,  whence  it  projected  more  than  an 
inch  :  and  there  appeared  no  profpedt  of 
fuccefs,  by  any  other  means  than  removing 
the  whole  eye,  by  the  knife,  an  operation 
very  precarious  in  its  event,  in  which  light 
I  reprefented  it  to  the  perfons  nearly  con¬ 
cerned  :  however,  being  earneftly  defired 
by  them,  and  the  Surgeon  who  had  long 
been  concerned  in  the  family,  I  was  indu¬ 
ced  to  undertake  it.  By  the  conftant  ftric- 
ture  of  the  eye-lids,  a  neck  was  formed  in 
the  excrefcence,  about  which  I  firft  tied 
pieces  of  narrow  tape,  crucially,  in  order  to 
draw  the  eye  upwards,  downwards  or  for¬ 
wards,  occafionally,  as  I  cut,  whilft  my 
affiftant  kept  the  eye-lids  out  of  the  way  of 
the  knife.  I  began  the  incifion  at  the  infe¬ 
rior  part,  differing  all  away  as  clean  as  pof- 
fible,  quite  round  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  orbit,  dividing  the  optic  nerve.  The 
haemorrhage  was  not  profufe,  and  was  eafily 
reftrained  by  filling  the  orbit  with  foft,  dry 

line. 
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lint,  and  making  moderate  preffure  upon  it 
with  the  hand  :  over  the  lint  was  applied  a 
plafter  of  Unguent .  trip  harm,  with  eafy  cem- 
prefs  and  bandage ;  injoining  the  obfervnnce 
of  a-  ftridt  regimen,  and  no  bad  accident 
happened  in  confequence  of  the  operation. 
The  lint  was  fuffered  to  become  quite  loofe 
before  it  was  removed,  the  wound  digefted 
kindly,  and  was  healed  by  the  common 
treatment.  Afterwards  fhe  kept  the  part 
conftantly  covered  with  a  black  filk  plafter, 
over  a  little  foft  lint  or  cotton.  In  order  to 
prevent  future  appearances  of  the  difeafe  as 
much  as  poftible,  fhe  was  put  into  an  alte- 
rative  courfe  and  kept  ftridtly  to  it  a  long 
while had  a  feton  drawn  into  her  neck, 
and  when  that  was  worn  out,  fuper-fcapu- 
lary  fontanels  were  opened.  She  lived  fome 
years  without  any  frefh  appearance  of  the 
dilorder,  and  was  then  carried  off  by  an 
epidemic  fever* 

Th  ese  are  all  the  occurrences  I  can  re¬ 
coiled:,  concerning  this  cafe,  which,  I 
think,  may  be  worth  your  notice,  and  I 
wifh  they  may  anfwer  any  good  purpofe,  if 
you  have  a  patient  under  fuch  circumftan- 

S  z  ces, 
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ces,  and  find  reafon  to  pradtife  the  method 
I  have  defcribed ;  but  certainly  fuch  cafes 
are  to  be  looked  upon  as  very  precarious  in 
their  event.- — -^-Indeed  I  am  afraid  we 
fhall  never  arrive  at  the  fieceffary  degree  of 
knowledge,  to  enable  us  to  judge  with  any 
certainty  or  precifion,  what  will  be  the 
event  when  we  undertake  the  extirpation  of 
any  tumor  or  excrefcence,  which  has  a  car¬ 
cinomatous  afpedt ;  therefore  we  cannot  be 
too  cautious  in  our  prognoftics,  upon  fuch 
occalions*  in  defence  of  our  reputation, 
which  ftands  upon  flippery  ground  j  nor  be 
too  well  advifed  before  we  engage  in  fuch 
doubtful  and  important  matters  :  for  no¬ 
thing  can  effedtually  protedt  us  without  fuc- 
cefs,  as  people  in  general  are  too  apt  to 
judge  and  determine  from  events,  without 
fufficiently  confidering  circumftanceS,  and 
making  allowances  for  them  in  favor  of  the 
Surgeon  :  But,  to  be  neither  rafli  nor  time- 
rous  becomes  the  charadler  of  a  Surgeon  j 
and,  after  having  taken  the  mod  prudent 
meafures  to  guard  againft  cenfure,  I  wou’d 
not  have  him  difcouraged  from  adting,  even 
in  the  moft  dangerous  cafes,  merely  for 
fear  his  reputation  fhoud  fuffer,  if  he 
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fhou’d  not  fucceed  in  his  attempt. — I  am 
going  beyond  the  limits  of  a  letter,  and 
fhall  conclude  with  a  fhort  hiftory  of  a  cafe 
pertinent  to  this  fubjedt. 

About  ten  years  ago,  a  very  able  Sur¬ 
geon  of  my  acquaintance  afked  me  to  give 
him  my  opinion  concerning  a  patient  of 
his,  near  70  years  of  age,  who  had  too  long 
negledted  fuch  a  difeafe  of  his  eye.  It  had 
the  appearance  of  a  hard,  flefhy  fubftance* 
was  of  a  dark,  red  color,  and  pyriform  fi¬ 
gure,  projecting  at  leaft  three  inches  be¬ 
yond  the  orbit ;  and  it  was  extremely  pain¬ 
ful,  attended  with  fuch  an  exquifite  fenfi- 
bility,  that  the  lead  touch  of  the  finger, 
upon  any  part  of  its  furface,  was  almoll  in¬ 
tolerable,  giving  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
much  pain  on  the Jinciput .  He  kept  it  co¬ 
vered  with  a  foft  cerrate  ;  it  wou’d  not  bear 
to  be  expofed  to  the  air,  without  immedir 
ately  caufing  a  great  increafe  of  pain,  ftill 
aggravated  when  the  rays  of  the  fun  fell 
upon  it.  Under  thefe  deplorable  and  dis¬ 
couraging  circumftances,  in  a  cafe  which 
appeared  to  us  truly  cancerous,  we  cou’d 
not,  by  any  means,  think  it  advifable  tq 

S  3  propofe 
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propole  an  operation.  We  advifed  the  mofc 
gentle  applications,  the  obfervance  of  an 
exadt  regimen,  with  the  ufe  of  opiates ,  oc- 
calionally,  to  affwage  the  pain ;  and  a  few 
months  clofed  the  miferable  fcene.  We 
coif d  not  obtain  leave,  after  his  death,  to 
infpedt  and  examinesthe  tumor  itfelf,  and 
parts  adjacent,  by  opening  the  Ikull,  &c.  as 
we  wilhed  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
doing.  There  feemed  to  us  in  this  cafe,  a 
great  limilarity  to  the  firft  in  Hildanus ;  but 
notwithftanding  his  great  anthority  and  fuc- 
cels,  we  durft  not  venture  to  remove  the 
tumor,  as  it  was  evidently  cancerous,  in  a 
man  fo  advanced  in  years,  worn  out  with 
pain,  &c. 

I  wish  what  I  have  written  may  give 
you  any  fatisfadtion  5  and  am. 


Dear  Sir, 

ITour  affedlionate  Brother, 

and  faithful  Servant* 


GOOCH. 

Of 
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Of  an  eye  which  had  a  cancerous 
afpeU,  proceeding  from  a  blow, 
happily  extirpated. 

/»  , 

JT  N  December  1764,  Mr.  Donne  of  Nor~ 
wicb ,  who  I  have  before  mentioned, 
afked  my  opinion  concerning  a  perfon’s  eye, 
which  had  a  cancerous  appearance,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  a  blow,  with  a  man’s  fift, 
about  three  years  before ;  and  his  cafe 
growing  daily  worfe,  without  having  found 
any  relief,  by  the  mod  proper  treatment,  it 
was  now  in  confultation  thought  advifable, 
to  extirpate  the  whole  eye  without  delay  ; 
which  operation  was  well  performed,  and 
fucceeded  happily.  The  effufion  of  blood 
was  profufe,  yet  puff-ball  with  moderate 
preffure  reftrained  it ;  and  the  wound  was 
healed  without  any  ill  accident  fupervening. 
Though  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  upper 
and  under  eye-lid  was  taken  away  in  the 
operation,  yet  from  the  great  extenfihility 
of  the  fkin  and  cellular  membrane  in  this 
part,  the  cicatrix  was  not  broader  than  a 
draw  ;  and  the  orbit  was  fo  well  filled  as 
to  leave  but  a  fmal!  concavity.  The  patient 

remains 
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,  remains  perfectly  free  from  complaint,  and 
is  able  to  do  the  bufinefs  of  a  taylor  very 
well  with  his  other  eye,  which  was  in  fome 
meafure  affedted  before  the  operation ;  com- 
plaining  alfo  of  acute  pain  in  his  head  fome- 
times. 
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Of  TFens. 

T  HE  Sfeatoma,  Meliceris  and  Atheroma , 
are  the  three  kinds  of  incyfted  tumors, 
which  our  W riters  take  notice  of  under  the 
denomination  of  Wens ;  befides  which  there 
is  a  fourth  Species  not  diftindlly  remarked 
by  them,  appearing  to  be  only  an  increafe 
of  the  Membrana  adipofa  itfelf,  growing 
fometimes  to  a, prodigious  magnitude.  • 

Many  years  ago  I  afiifted  a  Gentleman 
of  great  eminence  in  his  profefiion,  in  tak¬ 
ing  off  a  tumor  of  this  fort,  which  was  ii- 
tuated  upon  a  woman’s  loins,  extending 
from  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  it  hung 
down  upon,  her  hips,  refembling  a  cufhion 
fuch  as  porters  reft  their  burdens  upon  j  it 
weighed  about  fourteen  pounds,  and  when 
we  carefully  examined  it,  we  found  it  to 
be  entirely  fat.  I  have  fince  extirpated  nine 
myfelf,  but  none  of  them  weighed  more 
than  a  pound ;  one  of  them,  fttuated  upon 
th z'Trapezius  mufcle,  had  a  true  glandular 
fcirrhous  knot,  the  fize  of  a  nutmeg,  in 

the 
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the  very  centre  of  it.  No  ill  accident  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  cure  of  any  of  them,  nor  in 
fome  others,  where  I  have  been  concerned 
with  other  Surgeons. 

This  kind  of  tumor  admits  of  extirpa¬ 
tion  better  than  thofe  before  mentioned, 
which  fometimes  are  fo  deeply  rooted  be¬ 
tween  the  mufcles,  and  fituated  fo  near  large 
biood-veflMs,  as  to  make  the  operation  te¬ 
dious  and  dangerous ;  but  this  may  be  dif¬ 
fered  from  the  common  membrane  of  the 
fubjacent  mufcles  with  great  eafe  and  fafety. 

The  foftnefs  of  this  fort  of  tumor,  feel¬ 
ing  like  fat,  with  the  breadth  of  its  bale, 
diflinguifh  it  from  the  other,  but  I  have 
feen  one  in  which  the  fubftance  was  harder, 
and  deceived  our  judgment  before  the  extir¬ 
pation  y  though  upon  examination  after,  it 
was  found  to  be  only  a  lump  of  perfedt  fat. 

After  having  obferved  this  kind  of  tu¬ 
mor  feveral  times,  I  accidentally  met  with 
it  particularly  and  accurately  defcribed,  in 
the  Mem .  de  V Acad.  Roy .  des  Sciences ,  for 

the 
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the  year  1709,  by  Monf.  Littre,  a  very 
eminent  French  Writer,  who  calls  it  Li~ 
pome,  according  to  the  following  tranfcript, 
which  I  thought  wou’d  not  be  unfeafonably 
introduced  here  from  the  original. 


4  Les  Ale  deems  tiennent  qu’une  Loupe  peut  etre  de  trots 
c  efpeces ,  felon  la  mature  dont  elle  fera  former :  Si  cette 
6  mati ere  rejfemble  a  de  la  bouillie,  la  Loupe  s' app elle  Athe- 
4  roma  :  Si  elle  rejfemble  d  du  mi  el ,  JVIeliceri :  Si  elle  ref- 
4  Jemble  a  du  juif  Steatome .  Monf  Littre ,  veut  stabler 
4  un  quatneme  efpece ,  qui  f  ’  appellera,  Lipome ,  d  caufe 
4  de  la graijfe  qui  forme  la  Loupe.  II  en  a  vu  une  en  effect 
4  place e  fur  fepaule  d'  un  homnie  depuis  4  d  5  ans,  groffe 
4  comme  un  pain  d  ’ un  fu ,  qui  netoit  qu  un  Kijle  ou  Sac 
4  membraneux  mince ,  id  d’un  tiffu  fort  Idche  remple  d  dine 
4  graffs  rnolle,  et  qui  avoit  toutes  les  qualitez  des  graijfe s 
4  ordinaires.  §uoi que  la  graijfe  id  le  fuif  fe  reffemblent , 
c  cette  nouroelle  efpece  de  Loupe ,  ou  ce  Lipome ,  ne  peut  pas 
4  etre  rapporte  au  Steatome,  parce  que  la  maiiere  du  Stea- 
4  tome ,  n  ejl  point  inflammable,  id  ne  fe  fond  point,  ou  du 
4  moin sires  diffeilement,  id  imparfaitement,  id  deft  tout 
4  le  contraire  de  cede  de  Loupe .  fhtand  i  *  homme  qui 
4  avoit  cette  Loupe  fatiguoit  bcaucoup ,  ou  faifoit  quelque 
4  execs  en  vin  ou  en  liqueurs  ar dentes,  Ja  Loupe  J 1  enfloitpour 
4  quelques  jours,  apparemment ,  ou  pares  que  fon  fang  fe  fer - 
4  mentoit  davantage,  et  que  la  graijfe  du  Lipome  fe  fondoit 
4  enpartie  id  acquiroit  un  plus  grand  volume  dans  unkifle , 
4  qui  lui  ceaoit  facilement,  ou  parce  que  les  vaiffeaux  de 
4  la  Loupe  fe  dilatoient  par  le  nouveau  bouillonnement  du 

4  fans  (a) 

(a)  From  feme  remarks  and  experiments  I  have 
made,  i  am  induced  to  believe,  that  the  fubilanrce 
which  is  taken  for  fuet  in  the  Jleatomatous,  and  alfo 
that  which  is  called  curds  in  the  atheromatous  tumor, 
are  only  infpiffated  Lymph  ;  but  I  do  intend  to  make 
fome  farther  trials,  as  opportunities  offer,  to  afeertain 

thefe 
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thefe  doubtful  points,  th  ugh  indeed  even  now  I  am 
not  in  doubt  myfelf. 

When  1  was  in  London  in  the  year  1758,  Mr.  Totn- 
hyns ,  an  ingenious  Surgeon  in  Norfolk- Street ,  afked  me 
to  fees  patient,  who  had  a  large  tumor  upon  the  infide 
of  his  thigh.  Upon  opening  it  he  took  out  about  a  pint 
of  in fpiflated  lymph  reiembling  brains,  forre  of  v/hich 
we  put  upon  the  fire,  and  it  foon  became  hard  as 
horn.  How  this  cafe  ended  I  know  not  certainly,  but 
it  had  a  very  threatening  afpedl,  and  I  think  it  turned 
cancerouso 
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A  compound  fra&ure,  in  which  the 
power  of  Nature  was  manifefted 
in  a  very  (angular  manner. 

July  the  1  ith,  1739. 

|  W.  of  B.  about  twelve  years  of  age  had 
^  *  both  the  Tibia  and  Fibula  fractured  by 
the  wheel  of  a  waggon  heavily  laden,  paff- 
ing  obliquely  over  the  limb  in  a  deep  rut, 
from  juft  beneath  the  knee  externally,  quite 
to  the  extremity  of  the  heel,  making  the 
moft  horrid,  large  lacerated  wound  we  ever 
faw,  with  about  nine  inches  of  the  Tibia 
projecting. 

My  very  good  friend  Mr,  Amyas  late  of 
Norwich ,  one  of  the  beft  Surgeons  I  ever 
knew,  with  whom  I  had  formerly  lived, 
fortunately  happened  to  be  at  my  houfe  at 
this  juncture,  to  give  me  his  advice  and  af- 
fiftance,  At  firft  fight  we  knew  not  how 


to 
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to  a£t  for  the  bed*  in  a  cafe  fo  difmally  cir^ 
cumftanced  ;  we  deliberated  upon  it,  and 
at  length  refolved  to  faw  off  a  coniiderable 
portion  of  the  bone,  according  to  Fig.  I.  PL 
1 6.  rather  than  inftantly  amputate  the  limb* 
confidering  the  drunken  condition  the  boy 
was  in  :  we  then  fnipped  off  the  loofe  and 
tattered  teguments,  removed  fome  {harp- 
pointed  fragments  of  the  bones,  brought 
the  parts  into  as  good  a  date  as  we  cou’d, 
dreffed  in  the  common  manner  as  lacerated 
wounds  require,  and  placed  the  limb  in  a 
cafe  of  ftiff  paper,  well  lined  with  wool, 
tow,  &c.  and  fo  contrived  as  to  give  as  little 
diflurbance  to  it  as  pofiible  upon  dreffing  $ 
ufing  the  tailed-bandage. 

’The  wound  foon  dlgefted  kindly,  and 
the  cure  was  effected  by  the  ufual  treatment, 
without  any  ill  accident  of  confequence  fu- 
pervefting  ;  which  favourable  cireumftances 
we  afcribed  to  our  precaution  in  removing 
the  fragments  and  fplinters  of  the  bones, 
•fee.  at  the  firft  dreffing, 

\ 
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In  about  three  weeks  I  was  fenfible,  as 
were  alfo  feveral  Surgeons,  whom  curiofity 
led  to  fee  fo  uncommon  a  cafe,  that  the 
fubftance  which  grew  in  the  fpace  of  five 
inches,  entirely  void  of  bone,  had  acquired 
in  the  middle  only,  a  greater  degree  of  fo - 
lidity  than  flelh ;  which  circumftance,  not 
agreeing  with  the  general  received  notion  of 
the  generation  of  Callus ,  we  proved  beyond 
difpute,  with  a  fharp-pointed  inftrument  ^ 
and  we  obferved  that  the  offification  was 
gradually  formed  from  that  central  point, 
which  was  confiderably  advanced  before 
any  exfoliation  was  caft  off  the  ends  of  the 
divided  bone.  In  lefs  than  four  months 
the  whole  fpace  was  fo  well  fupplied  with 
the  Callus ,  or  rather  new  bone,  that  he  was 
able  to  raife  his  leg  when  the  bandage  was 
off,  without  its  bending.  About  a  month 
after  he  ventured,  without  my  knowledge, 
to  Hand  upon  it,  when  he  thought  it  had 
liability  enough  to  bear  an  equal  proportion 
of  the  weight  of  his  body  :  and  in  little 
more  than  half  a  year  after  the  accident,  he 
'walked  pretty  well,  even  without  the  af~ 
fiflance  of  a  flick.  The  leg  is  well  fhaped, 

n$t 
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npt  half  an  inch  fhortef  than  the  other  3 
and  fome  years  after  the  cure  he  told  me  he 
cou’d  walk  forty  miles  in  a  day  without 
pain. 

•  >  ^ 

In  thirteen  compound  fractures,  I  have 
fawn  off  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  27- 
bia ,  and  fucceeded  in  both  old  and  young 
fubjedts.  This  experience  has  given  me 
fair  opportunities  of  obferving  every  days 
prog  refs  in  the  generation  of  Callus 3  and  I 
always  found  it  had  the  appearance  exter¬ 
nally  of  granulations  of  flefh,  changing 
gradually  into  bone  i  concerning  which 
wonderful  operation  of  Nature  I  fhall  not 
attempt  an  explication,  but  this,  the  pre¬ 
ceding  and  following  paragraphs  are  the 

r 

more  worthy  of  notice,  as  the  prefervation 
of  limbs  may  prove  the  confequence  of 
their  being  well  confidered.  (^) 

,  ./  1 

When 


(a)  See  Boehmer  de  Catlo  OJfiufti  contra  Du  Hamelii 
Theori ant .  — A. n d  Kerckringiu j,  Vater  &  Ne/bit  de  Ofleo^ 
genia.-— Dodtor  Hunter ,  in  his  lectures,  Supports  Dr, 
Ne/bit3 s  opinion,  by  curious  anatomical  preparations9 
which  oppofe  that  of  Kerckringius  and  others,  who  fay 
that  bones  are  cartilages  in  their  original 
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When  the  external  wound  happens  to 
he  fmallin  a  compound  fradture,  an  ample 
dilatation  of  it  at  the  very  firft  dreffing,  is 
a  point  which  demands  particular  attention,* 

V 

that  any  membranous  ftridtures;  difcovera- 
ble  by  gently  introducing  the  finger,  may 
be  fet  at  liberty  by  knife  or  fciffars;  and  that 

r 

coagula  of  blood,  extraneous  bodies,  loofe 
fragments  and  fplinters  of  the  bone  may  be 
extracted  before  the  parts  grow  tenfe,  in¬ 
flamed  and  tender,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
train  of  direful  fympt  orris  arifing  front  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  fenfible  parts  ;  and  fliou'd 
much  of  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  bdne 
protrude,  fawing  off  a  portion  of  it  may 
haften  the  cure,  as  well  as  give  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  keeping  the  limb  in  a  true  direc¬ 
tion,  in  the  cafe  defcribed  in  PI.  n.  either 
with  or  Without  the  machine  reprefented 
in  PL  12.  Fig.  i.  by  itfelf,  and  upon  the 
limb  Fig.  2.  to  keep  it  fteady  and  gently  ex¬ 
tended. 

By  this  kind  of  treatment,  and  fuch 
applications  as  are  generally  ufed  in  large 
lacerated  wounds,  in  conjunction  with  a 
timely  obfervance  of  a  proper  regimen, 
£cc,  the  formidable  accidents,  as  violent 
pain,  fever,  inflammation,  &c.  may  in 

T  ‘  a 
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a  great  meafure  be  prevented,  as  I 
have  good  reafon  to  believe,  founded 

A 

upon  experience,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  makes 
me  think  this  method,  which  I  have  long 
purfued,  cannot  be  too  much  inculcated. 

AN  accident  of  this  nature  is  indeed  ve«* 
ry  liable  to  be  attended  with  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  :  bilt  this  circumftance  fhou’d  not 
alarm  the  Surgeon  to  an  hafty  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  lofs  of  the  limb.  As  foon  as 
there  appears  any  tendency  to  it,  after  the 
ufe  of  an  antifeptic  fomentation,  with  Sal 
amnion .  crud*  diffolved  in  it,  dreffing  the 
wound  with  warm  digeftive  twice  a  day, 
the  whole  limb  fhou’d  be  wrapt  up  in  a  ca - 
taplafm  prepared  with  barley-meal,  breads 
Spec,  pro  Cataplafmate  e  Cymino  and  the 
fomenting  liquor,  or  fuch  like  ;  and  then 
applying  bladders  about  a  third  part  full  of 
hot  water  to  preferve  a  due  degree  of  heat 
from  dreffing  to  dreffing,  will  be  found  ve¬ 
ry  beneficial.  In  fuch  cafes  alfo  we  ffiou’d 
by  no  means  omit  the  Barb,  when  nothing 
forbids  its  ufe,  joining  Rhubarb  with  it,  to 
prevent  the  inconvenience  attending  coftive- 
nefsj  but  this  efficacious  remedy  requires 

great 
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great  judgment  and  circumfpedtion  in  the 
adminiftration  of  it :  much  certainly  may 
juftly  be  expefted  from  it  in  mortifications* 
where  there  is  an  evident  laxity  of  the  fibres 
or  conftituiion.  Rad \  Serpent .  Cantph .  and 
volatiles  may  be  joined  with  it  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  fome  cafes,  and  Nitre  in  others  % 
but  this  is  the  Phyfician’s  province. 


T  2 
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Of  an  extraordinary  Emphyfema 
attending  a  mortification  in 
confequence  of  a  compound 


frafiure.  ' 

\ 

I 

ANY  years  ago  I  was  called  to  fee  a 


boy  of  eight  years  of  age,  who,  five 
days  before,  had  received  a  fracture  upon 
his  leg,  with  a  fmall  wound  made  by  one 
end  of  the  Tibia  palling  through  the  fkin, 
which  ought  to  have  been  enlarged  at  fuff, 
and  the  end  of  the. bone  fawn  off.  The 
whole  leg  and  thigh  was  now  become  em~ 
phyfematous  to  a  great  degree ;  and  this  ap¬ 
pearance  extended  even  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  Abdomen  on  the  fame  fide.  Incifi- 
ons  were  forthwith  made  in  different  parts 
of  both  leg  and  thigh,  whence  air  rufhed 
out  with  an  audible  hiding  noife  ;  and  the 
cellular  membrane-*  which  contained  this 
rarefied  air,  was  mortified  all  the  way,  even 
where  thefkin  was  not  fo  affected.  Warm 
applications  were  made  and  other  proper 


meafures 
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meafures  taken,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The 
patient  died  two  days  after,  in  which  time 
the  Emphyfema  approached  almoft  to  the 
navel,  (a) 

As  the  renewal  of  the  bandage,  in  a 
compound  fradture,  is  painful  to  the  patient 
as  well  as  troublefome  to  the  Surgeon,  in 
order  to  defend  it  from  the  matter,  that  we 
may  not  be  under  the  neceffity  of  changing 
it  very  frequently,  the  green  waxed  cloth 
commonly  called  oiled-cafe,  may  be  placed 
on  the  outfide  of  the  compreffes,  which 
will  effectually  prevent  that  inconvenience  : 
and  the  compreffes  and  tails  of  the  bandage 
ihou’d  be  moiftened  at  the  time  of  dreffing 
with  S.  V .  Vin .  rub .  &  Acet .  mixed  toge¬ 
ther,  to  correct  the  putrid,  offenfive  fmell 
of  the  matter,  &c.  and  Lavender-Water, 
or  fome  fuch  fragrant  thing,  may  be  fprink- 
led  upon  the  outfide  of  the  bandage,  upon 
the  fame  occafion,  as  the  fcent  is  fometimes 
not  only  difagreeable  but  very  pernicious. 


both 


(<2)  The  following  is  a  neat  and  efficacious  difcutient 


An  ex- 
tempo 
neous 
JFctu$ 
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both  to  the  patient  himfelf  and  thofe  wh $ 
attend  him.  And.  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 

*  '  i  '  ft  '  *  ”  " 1 ' 

requires  the  patient’s  confinement  to  his 
bed  in  one  pofture*  too  much  care  cannot 
be  taken  to  make  it  eafy  under  him ;  and  to 
eflfedt  this  defirable  purpofe,  when  the  limb 
is  fecured  in  the  manner  that  has  been  de- 

>  t  '  '  * 

fcribed,  he  may  be  fafely  lifted  up  with  the 
Iheet,  at  any  time  during  his  decumbiture, 
by  two  ftrong  perfons  on  each  fide,  afiifting 
himfelf  at  the  fame  time  with  the  rope  ufu- 
aliy  fixed  over  him,  whilft  the  nurfe  makes 
up  the  bed,  laying  every  thing  fmooth  and 
even  $  but  all  thefe  fteps,  necelfary  to  the 
patient’s  eafe  and  comfort,  fhou’d  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  care  and  difcretion  of  the 
Surgeon, 
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A  very  remarkable  cafe  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  limple  fracture  of  the 
leg,  in  which  ftrait  bandage  and 
\  other  mifmanagement  caufed  a 
mortification,  and  interrupted  na- 
.  ture  in  the  union  of  the  bone. 

«  .  *  ,  V  v  ’ 

% 

T  G.  of  H.  aged  twenty-five  years,  of  a 
■  f  robuft  conftitution,  broke  his  leg  in  the 
depth  of  winter.  Immediately  after  the 
accident  he  fent  for  a  Surgeon,  who  was 
much  addicted  to  drinking,  and  not  being 
at  this  time  in  a  condition  to  do  his  duty, 
left  the  limb  in  a  bad  pofition,  with  a  ftrait 
bandage  upon  it,  which  occaficned  a  mor¬ 
tification.  Another  Surgeon  was  then  call¬ 
ed  in,  and  the  firft  difcarded,  under  whofe 
care  it  remained  above  fix  months,  and. 
probably  by  his  too  frequently  difturbing 
the  limb,  according  to  the  patient’s  own 
account,  and  thofe  who  attended  him,  na¬ 
ture  was  difappointed  in  her  work. 

Thi% 
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» 

This  Surgeon  not  being  able  to  conti¬ 
nue  his  attendance,  on  account  of  a  mif- 
fortune  happening  to  himfelf,  the  cafe  fell 
under  my  care,  June  the  3d,  1740.  I  found 
the  limb  very  crooked  and  aedematous,  with 
a  finuous  ulcer  and  carious  bone  from  the 

t  -  -  5 

middle  of  it  quite  to  the  ancle,  and  having 
opened  the  firms  fufficiently,  I  difcovered 

i  * 

the  whole  fubilance  of  the  bone  about  three 
inches  in  Jeiigth,  moveable  under  an  arch 
of  Callus ,  as  defcribed  in  PL  16.  Fig.  3. 
a»  a.  a.  grown  as  hard  as  bone  :  and  I  faw 
no  poflibility  of  ext  rafting  this  piece  of 
dead  bone,  without  cutting  away  the  arch 
of  C alius ,  which  was  effefted,  after  laying  it 
bare,  with  a  fmall  carving  gouge,  and  an 
oblique  edged  turner's  chizzel  and  mallet. 
After  having  extrafted  this  piece  of  bone, 
nature  filled  up  the  Tp  ace  with  a  boney  fub- 
ftance,  and  in  about  fix  months  the  limb 
became  fo  ufeful,  that  the  patient  walked 
upon  it  ;  which  afterwards  was  fo  ftrong 
that  he  cou  d  carry  heavy  burdens  as  he  ufed 
to  do,  without  any  inconvenience. 
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A  Surgeon  of  my  acquaintance,  of  un~ 
.queftionable  abilities  and  of  an  ingenuous 
mind,  told  me  he  had  affifted  in  an  ampu¬ 
tation  in  a  fimilar  cafe  to  this,  and  frankly 
confeffed,  that  upon  examining  the  limb 
after  it  was  taken  off,  it  appeared  to  him  it 
might  have  been  faved  by  this  method. 


Some 
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Some  rules  neceffary  to  be  obferve4 
in  the  treatment  of  iimple  frao 

IT  ~  1  ■*  v  i  JL  '  v  V  ^ 

tuies. 

A  FTER  redudion  in  the  gentleft  man¬ 
'll  ner,  and  placing  the  limb  in  the  eafieft 
polition,  repeated  bleeding,  as  the  patient’s 
ftrength  and  conftitution  will  allow,  keep¬ 
ing  him  to  a  cooling,  diluting  regimen,  and 
his  body  open  by  the  mildeft  purgatives, 
are  things  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  be 
attended  to,  in  order  to  prevent  pain,  ten- 
lion,  inflammation,  &c.  more  efpecially  if 
he  be  of  a  fanguine  or  plethoric  habit,  ac- 
cu Homed  to  live  freely.  By  thefe  means 
the  parts  will  looner  be  brought  into  a  con¬ 
dition  to  bear  moderate  prefliire  in  order  to 
limit  the  growth  of  the  Callus ,  upon  which 
greatly  depends  making  a  lightly  limb  for 
when  the  Callus  is  fuffered  to  become  luxu¬ 
riant,  it  will  prove  difficult,  and  perhaps 
be  out  of  the  Surgeon’s  power  to  fubdue  it, 
to  the  patient’s  and  his  own  fatisfadion* 

Principii$ 
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Principiis  objia  is  an  excellent  precept  in 
Surgery. 

A  catapJafm  prepared  with  oat-meal,  oil 

and  vinegar  is  one  of  the  belt  applications  at 

-  •  .  > 

firft  but  in  the  country  the  patient  fre¬ 
quently  lives  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the 
Surgeon,  that  he  cannot  attend  to  apply 
and  renew  it  fo  often  as  is  requifite.  Ungu~ 
guent .  trip  harm,  or  Cerat.  alb .  alone  or  mix¬ 
ed  together,  will  be  found  a  good  fubfti- 
tute,  fpread  upon  a  piece  of  the  tailed  ban¬ 
dage,  by  which  means,  and  embrocating 
the  limb  once  a  day  with  warm  oil  and  vi¬ 
negar,  the  intention  of  the  cataplafm  will 
generally  be  well  anfwered,  and  without 

giving  any  difturbance  to  the  limb.— - * 

Applications,  bandages,  &c.  muft  be  varied 
according  to  the  age  and  conftitution  of  the 
patient,  feafon  of  the  year  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  all  which  will  be  duly  conli- 
dered  by  the  judicious  and  attentive  Sur¬ 
geon; 

The  bandage  with  eighteen  tails,  tho* 
that  precife  number  is  not  to  be  invariably 
kept  to,  I  think,  is  unexceptionable  in  fim- 

pie 


/ 
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pie  as  well  as  in  compound  fradtures ;  it  is 
much  more  commodious  than  the  roller,  as 
ft  admits  of  viewing  the  limb  and  making 
the  neceffary  applications  without  diftur- 
bing  it,  which  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  con- 
lideration.  The  tails  of  this  bandage, 
if  of  a  proper  length,  may  be  drawn  tight 
enough  over  the  compreffes,  to  anfwer  any 
purpofe  in  the  cure,  as  I  have  found  by 

long  and  much  experience  :  but  in  the  con- 

,  ;  -  ✓  •  < 

clufiqn,  when  the  leg  frequently  proves 
edematous,  the-  laced-ftocking  is  the'moft 

*  ;  *  r 

eligible  bandage,  as  it  makes  a  more  equal 
preffure  than  can  pofllbly  be  done  by  any 
other,  to  affift  nature  in  recovering  the  tone 
or  elafcicity  of  the  anima \  fibres.  In  fuch 

^  t  >•  < 

a  ftate  of  the  limb  good  fridtion  with  a  flefh- 
brufh  and  a  warm  embrocation  are  advifa- 
ble ;  the  fame  means  will  alfo.  be  found 
beneficial,  in  reftoring  the  plumpnefs  of 
the  calf  which  is  apt  to  £hrink  and  grow 
flabby  during  the  cure  of  the  fracture. 

\  *  -V  >  •' 

\ 

Many  years  ago  I  contrived  the  fradture- 

cafe  for  the  leg,  as  fhewn  in  PI.  u.both 

. '  ,  -  .  .  « 

feparately  and  upon  the  limb,  which  I  have 
found  very  ufeful  in  compound  as  well  as  in 

Ample 
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fimple  fractures,  and  the  lame  kind  of  cafe 
is  alfo  applicable  to  either  thigh  or  arm.  It 
has  longitudinally  all  the  ftifinefs  of  a  deal 
board  of  the  lame  thicknefs,  and  tranfe 
verfely  all  the  flexibility  of  paper  ufed  upon 
fuch  occafions,  which  by  ufe,  and  the 
moifture  that  it  will  contradt,  foon  lofes  its 
proper  degree  of  ftiffnefs  requiring  a  re-- 
newal.  It  is  made  of  clean  deal  I  of  an 
inch  thick,  with  leather  glued  to  it,  and 
cut  through  to  the  leather,  leaving  the  fpace 
of  i  of  an  inch,  with  a  very  fine  faw  fuch 
as  the  joiners  ufe,  or  a  knife  fet  to  a  certain 
gage,  according  to  the  thicknefs  of  the 
wood  ;  I  fcarce  know  which  manner  of 
cutting  to  give  the  preference  to,  having 
made  them  both  ways  myfelf ;  but  the 
faw-kerf  allows  of  mofc  flexibility. 

Several  fkilful  and  experienced  Sur¬ 
geons  have  tried  this  cafe  upon  my  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  have  allured  me,  that  they 
find  it  anfwers  the  purpofe  better  than  any 
contrivance  they  have  ufed  or  feen.  It  is 
portable  in  the  pocket,  and  may  be  ufed 
very  well  by  only  reding  the  limb  in  it  upon 
a  pillow,  but,  I  think,  to  more  advantage 

and 
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and  fecurity  between  junks^  elpecially  for 
the  thigh  ;  and  a  box  will  be  found  more 
commodious  for  the  leg.  It  mull  be  co¬ 
vered  with  ivoob  tow  or  foft  cloths^  or,  what 

,  ,  •  £ 

is  far  preferable,  cotton-wool  ufed  in  quilt¬ 
ing  i  and  the  limb  muft  be  equalifed  with 
fuch  materials,  to  make  the  bearing  regu¬ 
lar  and  eafy  ufing  pieces  of  ftiff  paper  oc- 
calionally,  where  compreffion  is  wanted  to 
keep  the  bones  together,  giving  as  little 
pain  as  poffible.  The  vacuity  or  fpace  be¬ 
tween  the  calf  and  the  heel  requires  to  be 
particularly  attended  to,  and  uniformly 
filled  up,  to  prevent  a  deformity  of  the 
limb  by  the  linking  of  the  bone,  and  pain 
of  the  heel  by  the  weight  felling  too  much 
upon  that  point. 

»  -  -  «  i 

This  cafe  perhaps  woifd  be  of  confider- 
able  uie  in  the  Camp,  to  tranfport  patients 
with  fradlures  from  one  place  to  another, 
with  the  greater  eafe  and  fafety  ;  or  in  the 
Navy  to  prevent  their  being  fo  much  af- 
fedted  with  any  extraordinary  motion  of  the 
fhip.  It  has  been’  made  ufe  of  by  fome  of 
my  brethren  in  great  bufinefs,  as  well  as 
inyfelf,  in  removing  patients  many  miles  id 

compound 
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compound  and  other  fractures  ;  and  they 
have  informed  me  of  the  fame  advantages 
that  I  have  obferved,  the  patient's  com¬ 
plaining  very  little  of  pain  upon  the  motion 
of  the  carriage,  when  carefully  conducted  : 
and  feveral  Surgeons  of  my  acquaintance 
have  provided  themfelves  with  various  fizes 
for  leg,  thigh  and  arm.  When  the  wound 
attending  a  fradture  happens  to  be  underneath 
the  limb,  part  of  the  cafe  may  be  cut  away* 
in  order  to  come  at  and  drefs  it  with  eafe  to 
the  patient,  as  the  Surgeon  will  very  readily 
apprehend. 

Sometimes  great  inconveniences  arife 
from  the  obliquity  of  fimple  fradtures  upon 
the  leg,  as  well  as  upon  the  thigh,  which 
the  machine  already  mentioned  for  the  com¬ 
pound  fradture  may  obviate.  Whenever  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  ufe  that  and  this 
cafe  together,  which  is  intended  when  ap¬ 
plied  alone  to  pafs  above  and  below  the 
knee  and  ancle-joints,  it  muft  be  fhortened 
fo  as  to  leave  room  below  the  knee  and 
above  the  ancle,  to  affix  the  machine  to  the 
limb,  as  is  defcribedin  Ph  12,  Fig.  2. 

Th® 
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The  gentle  extenfion  and  fteadinefs  tha 
limb  will  be  kept  in  by  thefe  means,  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  prevention  of  pain 
upon  any  unavoidable  motions,  or  ftartings 
in  deep  which  frequently  happen,  as  well 
as  preferve  the  natural  length  and  figure  of 
it ;  and,  by  the  affiftance  and  fupport  of  it, 
the  patient  may,  with  eafe  and  fafety,  be 
removed  from  one  part  of  the  bed  to  ano¬ 
ther  as  often  as  occafion  requires. 

When  there  is  a  good  coaptation  made 
of  the  fradtured  bone,  and  maintained  by 
gentle  extenfion,  the  lateral  preffure  of  the 
cafe  will  have  a  proper  efFedt,  without 
which,  in  this  kind  of  fradture,  the  ends" 
of  the  bone  mull  inevitably  overfhoot  each 
other  ;  and  under  fuch  circumftance  the 
cafe  alone  cannot  fully  anfwer  the  defign. 

It  is  fcarce  pofllble,  that  a  fradtured  limb 
fihou’d  be  kept  fufficiently  ffceaay,  unlefs 
whatever  is  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe, 
paffes  over  the  joint  above  and  below  the 
fradture,  which  this  machine  does,  as  well 
as  the  cafe  when  ufed  alone,  and  gives  at  the 
fame  time  an  opportunity  of  removing  them 

to 
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to  prevent  their  growing  ftiff,  without  dif- 
turbing  the  fraCtured  bone  $  which  are  cir- 
cumftances  that  fhou’d  by  no  means  be 
over-looked  in  the  management  of  frac¬ 
tures*  *  . 

After  the  cafe  is  well  lined,  with  fuch 
materials  as  have  been  mentioned,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  directions  already  given,  the  tailed 
bandage  fhou’d  be  laid  over  that  lining, 
having  the  upper  piece  fpread  with  Unguent, 
trip  harm .  or  Cerat .  alb .  to  receive  the  frac¬ 
tured  limb,  before  reduction,  that  it  may 
not  be  liable  to  difturbance  immediately  af¬ 
ter  :  upon  which  it  fhou’d  be  gently  ex¬ 
tended  in  a  true  direction,  that  as  little  pain 
as  poffible  may  be  excited  ;  increafing  the 
extenfion  gradually  to  the  neceffary  degree. 
Thus  the  bone  will  often  be  reduced  with¬ 
out  much  uneafinefs  to  the  patient ;  but 
when  the  extenfion  is  haftily  made  with 
great  force,  the  violence  of  the  pain  forne- 
times  throw  the  mufcles  into  fuch  fpafmo- 
die  contractions,  as  more  than  counteract 
any  extending  power  the  hand  can  exert, 
to  bring  the  bone  into  a  reducible  Rate. 
When  it  is  found  neceffary  to  ufe  the  ma~ 

U  chine 
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chine  with  the  cafe,  that  fhoifd  alfo  be 
placed  under  the  limb  at  firft,  for  the  fame 
reafon. 

Plaster-compresses,  with  pieces  of  <, 
very  thin  fheet-lead,  fuch  as  tea  is  brought 
home  in,  placed  in  the  middle,  appear  to 
me  preferable  to  any  other,  in  order  to 
prevent  an  exuberance  of  Callus  :  and 
when  a  limb  happens  to  be  diftorted,  if 

the  Callus  will  yield,  by  applying  one  of 

*• 

thefe  comprefles  of  a  conliderable  thicknefs 
to  the  protuberant  part,  and  two  to  the 
other  tide  of  the  limb,  leaving  a  due  ip  ace 

diredtly  oppofite  to  the  protuberance,  it 

* 

may,  by  the  ufe  of  the  machine  to  extend 
it,  and  by  the  force  of  the  turnikit-liga- 
tures  upon  the  fradture-cafe,  be  gradually 
reduced  to  a  good  figure,  without  caufing 
an  immoderate  degree  of  pain,  as  I  have 
experienced  in  fome  inftances  j  and  in  others 
I  have  fucceeded  without  the  ufe  of  the  ex¬ 
tending  machine,  firft  making  extenfion  by 
hand,  and  then  rectifying  the  deformity  as 
much  as  I  poffibly  cou’d,  before  putting  on 
the  cafe,  to  be  adted  upon  by  the  ligatures. 
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with  the  compreffes  placed  as  have  been  dir 
fedted* 

« 

The  fame  kind  of  compreffes  will  alfo 
foe  found  of  fignal  fervice  in  a  fradture  of  a 
rib  or  cavicle,  the  latter  of  which  require 
nice  management  to  prevent  deformity  $ 

the  cavities  above  and  below  the  clavicle  as 

*  ■  **•'  ./ 

far  as  the  Acromion  Scapula ,  fhcu’d  be  gra¬ 
dually  filled  up  with  them,  and  other  com- 
preffes  confiderably  above  th.$  level,  with 
pieces  of  ftiff  paper  over  them,  that  fuffici- 
ent  preffure  may  be  made  upon  the  fradtu- 
red  part,  by  the  roller  artfully  turned,  ib  as 
to  keep  the  fradtured  bone  gently  extended. 
Without  thefe  precautions  the  Callus  will 
frequently  prove  luxuriant  to  an  unfeemly 
degree,  giving  great  offence,  particularly  to 

,  i  5  *i  ■ 

Ladies, 

How  to  keep  a  fradtured  thigh  duly  ex¬ 
tended,  particularly  in  adults,  has  exercifed 
the  thoughts  of  fome  of  the  ableft  Surge¬ 
ons  ;  and  it  is  indeed  a  point  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  be  well  effected. 

►  *  % 

Several  years  ago  1  had  a  machine 
made  for  this  purpofe,  according  to  a  fketch 

U  2  I 

*  »  ”7  •  1 
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I  drew  of  it  fome  time  before,  and  foon 

» 

met  with  a  fair  opportunity  of  trying  its 
ufefulnefs.  It  anfwered  my  defign  the  firft 
time  I  ufed  it,  beyond  my  expectation,  in 
a  very  bad  oblique  fra&ure,  attended  with 
a  vexatious  cough,  which  occafioned  ex¬ 
treme  pain  by  fhaking  the  limb,  and 
deprived  the  patient  of  reft ;  it  kept  the 
part,  fenfibly  to  himfelf,  in  a  gentle  exten- 
fion,  and  the  limb  in  a  fteady  pofture,  fo 
that  it  was  not  the  leaft  affeCted  by  the 
cough  afterwards,  which  before,  according 
to  his  own  expreffion,  gave  him  fuch  a  fen- 
fation  of  pain,  as  if  the  ends  of  the  broken 
bone  had  been  thrufting  into  the  fleftn 
This  machine  being  lined  with  fofit  oiled 
leather,  and  well  fluffed  with  wool,  fat  ve¬ 
ry  eafy  upon  the  part,  without  caufing  ex¬ 
coriation.  Pieces  of  buff-leather  will  de¬ 
fend  the  limb  againft  the  machine,  as  well 
as  the  other  lining  and  fluffing,  as  has  been 
fufficiently  tried  ;  but  very  particular  care  is 
required  to  guard  the  infide  of  the  thigh 
next  the  body. 

This  machine  is  very  Ample  in  its  con- 
flmition,  and  intended  to  maintain  its  pow~ 
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cr  upon  the  limb,  in  any  pofition  neceffary 
to  put  that  or  the  body  in  ;  and  I  hope  the 
repeated  trials  of  other  Surgeons  will  farther 
confirm  its  utility,  even  in  a  fradture  upon 
the  neck  of  the  bone.  In  PI.  12.  Fig.  3. 
it  is  (hewn  by  itfelf,  and  in  Fig.  4.  upon  the 
thigh  with  the  fradture-cafe,  both  which 
leave  good  room  to  open  and  drefs  the  limb, 
without  removing  any  more  than  the  upper 
part  of  the  cafe  confined  with  the  ligatures, 
by  virtue  of  the  turnikits,  which  are  of  ex¬ 
cellent  ufein  ftraitening  or  loofening  the  li¬ 
gatures,  without  running  any  hazard 
giving  difturbance  to  the  limb. 

Mr.  Tierce  of  Bath ,  whofe  character 
out  of  his  profefiion  is  equal  to  his  eminence 
in  it,  has  laid  me  under  the  greateft  obli¬ 
gations.  His  tender  care  of  me  there,  in 
a  heavy  affiidtion  many  years  ago,  and  his 
continued  friendship  ever  fince,  I  can  never 
forget.  In  confequence  of  infpedting  a  cafe 
in  which  I  had  been  confulted,  this  Gen¬ 
tleman  communicated  •  to  me  by  letter  two 
inftances,  where  the  neck  of  the  Os  Femo - 
ris  was  fradtured,  without  the  patient’s 
falling  to  the  ground,  the  head  of  the  bone 

U  3  being 
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beihg  twirted  off  as  he  e^preffes  it,  by  a  jerk 

orfudderi  adtion  bf  the  mufdes  only. - — ■ 

One  of  them  Was  the  late  Duke  of  Portland ; 
upon  his  flipping  his  fervent  cadgMt  him  be¬ 
fore  he  came  to  the  ground,  and  his  Sur- 
geon,  from  the  manner  by  which  the  acci- 
cident  happened,  pronounced  it  only  a 
ftrairi j  but  nine  months  after,  when  he 
fought  relief  at  Batfi,  Mr.  Pierce  found  the 
limb  wanted  four  inches  of  its  natural 
length,  having  a  very  exuberant  Callus  about 
the  joint.™-—— The  other  patient  was  a 
Merchant  at  Briftol  aged  75,  in  whofe  cafe 
two  Surgeons  diffefited  from  Mr.  Pierce * 
being  led  into  their  mi  flake  by  the  circum- 
flance  I  have  mentioned  f  blit  the  patient 
dying  foon  after,  the  Surgeons  behaved 
with  candour^  had  the  limb  opened,  wrote 
Mr.  Pierce  a  letter  confirming  his  opinion, 
and  confefiing  their  miflake,  in  a  very  in¬ 
genuous  and  laudable  manner. 

Every  perfon  who  exercifes  his  ingenuity  and  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  deferves  commenda¬ 
tion  5  and  it  affords  me  pleafure  to  obferve  the  regard 
that  is  paid  to  the  treatment  of  fractures,  it  being  one 
of  the  moft  important  branches  in  Si.r^ery,  and  ft  is  the 
mo  e  neceffary  to  be  well  confidered  and  underftood, 
as  fuch  accidents  very  frequently  happen,  requfingthe 
niceit  and  moft  attentive  management  to  make  well 

T- 

in  aped  and  ufeful  limbs.— - i  with  Mr.  Wathen9 s  in¬ 

vention, 


tension,  published  fince  thefe  {beets  were  Tent  to  the 
prefs,  may  be  found,  upon  due  trial,  to  anfwer  .the  in¬ 
tentions  better  than  mine,  which  I  haveufed  more  than 
twenty  years,  much  to  my  fatisfadfion  ;  and  which 
alfo  has  been  ufed  and  approved  by  many  of  my  inge¬ 
nious  Brethren  ;  making  alterations  and  improvements 
as  they  faw  occafion. —  I  cannot  find  that  Monf.  Petit 
ever  invented  any  machine  for  thefe  very  purpofes  ; 
but  upon  this  fubjedt  may  be  read  Monf.  La  Faye's 
JIAem.  in  vol.  2.  and  M<s>nf.  Belloy  s  in  vol.  3.  of  the 

Mem.  cle  F  Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurgie - 1  Their  machines 

are  indeed  very  complex ,  though  fimplicity  of  con- 
ftrudfion  is  a  great  excellence,  and  fhou’d  be  ftudied 
as  much  as  polfible. 
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Plate  ii. 

Fig.  i.  The  inferior  piece,  for  a  limb  of 
common  fize,  requires  to  be  22 
inches  long ;  from  the  hollow  of 
the  ham  to  that  at  the  heel  1 3 
inches,  and  about  nine  broad  at 
the  calf. 

2.  The  fuperior  piece  fhou’d  be  about 

a  foot  long,  and  half  as  broad  at 
the  top, 

3.  The  foie  piece  may  be  10  or  12  in¬ 

ches  long,  broad  at  the  top  4 
4,  at  the  bottom  3  £. 

4.  The  turnikits  and  wire  paffing  thro5 

them,  ufed  in  ftraitening  the  cir¬ 
cular  ligatures.  The  turnikits 
fhou’d  be  about  two  inches  and  a 
half  long,  refembling  a  peruke-* 
maker’s  pipes. 

5.  The  fever al  pieces  which  compofe 

the  cafe  fhewn  upon  the  limb. 

Leather  {traps  and  buckles  may  be  ufed 
to  fupport  the  fole-piece  inftead  of  fillets. 
The  loops  for  the  fillets  to  pafs  through  are 
heft  made  with  large,  brafs  wire. 


Plat* 
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Plate  i  i. 

«  i.  The  tranfom,  to  which  the  foie  is 
fecured,  is  made  to  be  opened  and 
fixed  by  a  pin ;  and  the  machine 
may  occafionally  be  made  wider* 
as  appears  by  other  holes  in  the 
tranfom,  about  which,  on  each 
fide  of  the  foie,  fillets  are  to  be 
tied,  coming  from  a  dimitty  piece 
quilted  for  eafe  laced  round  the 
heel  and  inftep,  to  make  the  ex- 
tenfion  upon  the  working  of  the 
fcrews ;  but  I  believe  buff-leather 
may  prove  eafier  to  the  part  than 
the  dimitty  quilted* 

2.  Shews  the  machine  and  cafe  toge¬ 
ther  upon  the  limb. 

3  *  The  longitudinal  parts  of  the  machine 
for  the  thigh  are  defigned  to  move 
upon  the  circular  plates,  by  which 
means  it  may  be  accommodated 
to  limbs  of  a  different  fize  *  and 
as  there  is  a  pin  at  each  end  of  the 
circular  plates*  if  the  limb  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  larger  than  ordinary, 
ftraps  of  leather  may  be  added. 


i.  Shews  the  machine  with  the  cafe 


upon  the  thigh. 

jp  The  key  to  work  the  fcrews.  There 
fhou  d  be  two  fuch  keys,  that  the 
machine  may  occafionally  be 
wrought  on  both  fides  at  the  fame 
time*  Mr,* 


/ 
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Mr.  Layman  of  North-Waljham  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  an  excellent  Surgeon  with  whom  I 
am  well  acquainted,  has  conUrufled  a  frac¬ 
ture-box  to  keep  either  leg  or  thigh  in  a 
due  degree  of  extenfion,  upon  the  beft 
principles  I  have  feen,  to  ferve  that  im¬ 
portant  purpofe.  As  my  illnefs  prevented 
an  engraving  of  it  being  publifhed  here, 
as  was  defigned  with  his  approbation,  I 
hope  he  will  communicate  it  to  the  world, 
in  a  manner  to  have  it  more  generally 
known,  [a) 

i 

(A  The  principles  upon  which  this  box  is  continue-? 
ted  are  as  fimple  as  poffible.  It  has  a  moveable  bottom 
running  in  a  groove  by  virtue  of  a  ferew  at  the  foot  to 
make  the  extenfion,  when  the  Foot  P  fixed  to  the  foot¬ 
board,  with  a  bandage  as  deferibed  in  the  explanation 
of  PI.  12.  Fig.  I.  and  the  leg  below  the  knee  to  ftan- 

dards - —In  order  to  extend  the  thigh,  the  power  is 

continued  by  the  fame  means,  having  a  band  fixed  a- 
bove  the  knee  and  to  the  foot-board  ;  thus  the  extenfi¬ 
on  will  be  made  from  both  thigh  and  leg,  and  fc  com¬ 
bined  the  refpedtive  parts  may  beeafed  :  by  thefe  ban¬ 
dages  and  a.  belt  palling  on  the  infide  of  the  thigh, 
well  adapted  and  properly  fixed,  the  limb  may  be  ef¬ 
fectually  extended  ;  but  words  alone  cannot  convey 

dear  and  comprehenfive  ideas  upon  this  occafion. - 

Mr.  Layman  has  afiured  me  he  has  found  this  box  an- 
fwer  nis  expectation  for  both  leg  and  thigh  ;  taking 
particular  care  to  make  the  belt  lit  eafy  by  defending 
the  parts. 


Of 
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Of  weak  and  diftorted  limbs. 

•-  :  ,\  •  ,  * 

HE  general  rules  to  be  obferved  in 
the  management  of  them  are,  rap- 
porting  the  weak  parts,  oppofing  the  in¬ 
clination  of  the  bones  and  counter-ailing: 

o 

the  bending  force,  without  creating  pain 
or  interrupting  the  circulation  of  the 
Wood.  Certainly  it  is  not  lefs  neceflary, 
that  the  parts  of  our  fabric,  connected  in 
a  wonderful  manner,  Ihou’d  have  a  juft 
and  regular  bearing  one  upon  another  for 
ftrength  and  fupport,  than  thofe  of  any 
piece  of  architecture. 

A  machine  of  the  kind  ihewn  in  PJ. 

1 3«  Fig*  1  *  I  have  by  experience  found  ve¬ 
ry  ufeful,  in  curing  and  relieving  various 
diforders  of  the  knee  and  ancle-joints, 
when  other  methods  had  not  fucceeded. 

i  i  _  ,,  r , 1 

When  there  is  great  weaknefs  in  thefe 
joints,  and  they  are  apt  to  incline  inwards 
or  outwards  in  children  or  adults,  the 
common  bandages  cannot  refill  the  incli¬ 
nation  of  the  bones  $  and  if  applied  very 

ftrait  with  a  view  of  giving  fupport  to  the  . 

relaxed 
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relaxed  parts,  they  may  fo  far  interrupt 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  as  to  caufe  an 
atrophy  of  the  limb,  which  I  have  feen 
more  than  once  from  fuch  mifmanagc- 
ment. 

%  * 

If  a  weakened  limb  be  kept  in  its  true 
direction,  nature  alone  will  frequently  re- 
ftore  its  proper  tone  or  elasticity ;  but  if 
it  falls  into  an  ill  polition,  till  that  be  rec¬ 
tified,  little  relief  can  reafonably  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  molt  efficacious  applica¬ 
tions. 

A  few  years  ago  I  was  confulted  about 
a  Gentleman’s  fon,  who  had  long  been 
lame  in  his  ancle -joint,  and  treated  with 
the  common  applications  and  bandages, 
under  which  he  grew  daily  worfe.  I  found 
the  ligaments  much  relaxed,  and  the  27- 
bla  by  degrees  had  loft  its  perpendicular 
direction  and  bearing,  projecting  a  great 
way  over  the  AJlragahs  ;  by  which  means 
the  limb  became  extremely  weak,  and  the 
point  of  the  Tibia  bore  hard  againft  the 
external  part  of  the  ancle,  caufing  almoft 
intolerable  pain  every  ftep  he  made. 

In  this  cafe  I  directed  a  moveable  eafy 

pad  ffiou’d  be  added  to  the  machine,  to 

bear 


3x8  CASES  and  REMARKS 

bear  again  ft  the  protuberant  part  of  th^ 
bone,  which,  by  yirtue  of  a  fcrew,  adted 
upon  it  gradually,  juft  as  it  could  be  bom 
and  was  found  neceftary :  by  turning  the 
fcrew  a  little  every  day,  the  limb  was  fooa 
reduced  to  its  natural  polition  without  ex¬ 
citing  pain  of  any  confequence  ;  and  in  a 
few  months  he  walked  very  well,  without 
the  affiftance  of  the  machine  or  a  ftick* 

>  "  a 

Sometimes  I  have  diredted  it  to  be 
made  double,  in  order  to  pafs  both  on  the 
inlide  and  outfide  of  the  limb,  for  the 
greater  fupport  and  fecurity. 

In  this  manner  I  had  it  made  for  the  re^ 
lief  of  an  exceffive  corpulent  Gentleman, 
who  had  eight  months  before  received  an 
accident,  which  proved  difputable,  by  the 
Surgeons  concerned,  whether  it  was  only 
a  violent  extenfion  of  the  tendons,  or  a 
fradture  of  the  Fibula  joined  with  it :  how¬ 
ever  the  limb  remained  weak,  the  joint 
Was  much  diftorted,  and,  when  he  bore 
but  little  upon  it,  the  external  ancle  almoft 
touched  the  ground,  depriving  him  of  the 
power  of  walking,  and  giving  him  much 
pain.  He  was  foon  enabled  to  walk  by 
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the  afliftance  of  the  machine,  which  ho 
wore  fome  months  and  then  cou’d  walk 
many  miles  without  it,  and  without  pain, 

&  « 

Some  years  before,  I  fo  far  relieved  a 
Gentleman’s  wife,  by  this  means,  as  to 
enable  her  to  walk,  though  by  external  in~ 
juries,  done  to  both  knees,  fhe  had  been 
quite  lame  for  a  long  while.  In  this  cafe 
the  plates  that  bore  againft  her  knees  oit 
each  fide,  wpre  broader  than  ordinary  and 
concave,  lined  with  leather  and  ftuffed  ve¬ 
ry  foft  with  wool.  She  is  now  able  to 
walk  without  any  affiftance.  ( a) 

f 

In  the  year  *735  I  had  a  machine  of 
this  fort  made  for  a  Gentleman's  daughter, 
to  receive  the  hip,  in  order  to  take  the 
weight  as  much  as  poffible  off  the  knee, 
which  was  become  extremely  weak,  pain¬ 
ful  and  ufelefs,  from  an  extenfion  received 
many  years  before  ;  and  it  was  now  deem- 
ed  an  incurable  cafe.  She  foon  found  re¬ 
lief 
✓ 

(a)  In  this-pafe  the  machines  were  made  as  light  as 
poflible,  having  inftend  of  whole  plates  to  bear  againft 
the  knees,  only  a  rim  of  fteel  about  an  inc  1  broad. 
And  upon  many  occafions  I  have  ordered  knee-pieces 
-to  be  made  in  the  fame  light  manner,  that  have  proved 
very  beneficial  in  weak  and  loofe  joints,  wherein  con^ 
moa  knee-pieces  were  of  little  <w  no  ufe* 
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lief  by  keeping  the  joint  fteady,  and  remov* 
ing  the  burden  from  that  weak  and  painful 
part,  which  gave  nature  an  opportunity  to 

recover  the  ftrength  of  it ;  fhe  wore  it 
about  two  years,  and  then  laid  it  afide  for 
one  lefs  cumberfome*  that  did  not  go  up  to 
the  hip  s  this  fhe  alfo  wore  a  few  years,  and 
has  been  able  to  walk  very  well  without 
ever  fince, 

. 1  % 

* 

After  fractures  of  the  leg,  the  ma¬ 
chine  as  fhewn  upon  the  limb  may  prove  a 
great  feturity,  efpecially  when  the  patient 
wrill  not  be  long  enough  confined  ;  but  ex- 
pofes  himfelf  to  accidents,  before  the  Cal¬ 
lus  is  perfectly  ofiified,  by  which  means  the 
good  direction  the  Surgeon  leaves  the  limb 
in,  is  fometimes  altered  to  his  difcredit. 

The  good  efFedts  we  have  feen  from  thus 
fupporting  weak  and  diftorted  limbs,  in  a 
variety  of  initances,  fhew  the  ufefulnefs  of 
mechanics  in  Surgery  as  well  as  in  other 
fciences. 

Explanation 

'  ’  '  < 

Mr.  Page  the  watch-maker  at  Norwich,  has  a  good 
head  and  a  good  hand  ;  I  have  very  often  employed 
him  upon  tliefe  occafions  much  to  my  fatisfadtion* 
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Explanation  of  Plate  13. 


a.  a.  a.  The  fteel  bows,  made  thin  and  ve¬ 

ry  elaftic,  mu  ft  ftand  clear  of  the 
edges  of  the  Tibia ,  pafs  about 
half  round  the  limb,  and  be  fix¬ 
ed  with  ftraps  of  leather  hung 
unto  pins. 

b.  b.  b.  The  longitudinal  plate,  to  be  made 

of  tough  fluff,  as  the  workmen 
term  it,  and  as  light  as  poffible  * 
with  fufficicnt  ftrength. 

c.  The  fhank  to  pafs  into  the  focket, 

in  that  part  of  the  machine  which 
is  to  be  fixed  into  the  heel  of  the 
fhoe  or  laced-boot,  and  confined 
there  by  a  fcrew  at  the  bottom. 

»  *  1  %  Y' 1  £*-■  .7 

d.  The  fcrew  to  keep  the  fhank  in  the 

focket. 


Fig.  2. 

Reprefents  the  machine  ufed  in  the  cure 
of  the  total  divifion  of  the  tendon  of  my 
hone  s  leg  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

Mifcellaneous 
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Mifcellaneous  remarks  upon  luxa¬ 
tions. 

* 

OMPOUND  luxations  are  of  a  more 
^  dangerous  nature  than  compound  frac¬ 
tures,  for  very  plain  reafons  ;  but  if  a  Sur* 
geon  fhou’d  judge  it  advifable  to  attempt 
laving  a  limb  under  fuch  threatening  cir- 
cumftances,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
what  I  have  obferved,  he  will  be  more 
likely  to  fucceed,  by  fawing  off  the  head 
of  the  bone,  efpecially  if  it  has  been  long 
quite  out  and  expofed  to  the  air. 

Many  years  ago  my  old  acquaintance 
and  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Cooper  late  of 
Bungay ,  was  called  to  affift  in  an  amputa¬ 
tion,  on  account  of  an  extraordinary  ac^ 
cident  of  this  nature  at  the  ancle  joint,  in 
afubject  advanced  in  years;  but  inftead  of 
confenting  to  the  intended  operation,  he 
fawed  off  both  the  head  of  the  Tibia  and 
Fibula  as  reprefented  in  PI.  16.  Fig.  2, 

W  2  bv 
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by  which  means  he  preferved  the  limb* 
making  it  fo  life  fill,  that  the  poor  man 
walked  and  wrought  for  his  bread  many 
years  after  ;  of  which  fuccefs  1  am  a  wit- 
nefs  :  But  cafes  of  this  kind  may  happen, 
calling  upon  the  Surgeon  to  join  the  greateft 
prudence  to  his  ikill  in  his  profeffion  ;  for 
after  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  a  tedious 
cure,  the  limb  may  not  prove  fo  ufeful  as 
a  wooden  leg. 

* 

The  able  Surgeon  1  have  juft  mention¬ 
ed  told  me,  he  had  fucCeeded  to  his  wifh 
in  a  young  fubjedt,  by  fawing  off  the  head 
of  the  Radius ,  which  palfed  through,  and 
made  a  difmal  laceration  of  the  tendons  at 
the  wrift  •  and  that  the  patient  found  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  defedr  in  the  ftrength  or  motion 

of  the  joint. — - We  conftantly  corref- 

ponded,  and  reciprocally  exchanged  our 
.notions  without. ref erve  as  long  as  he  lived; 
and  he  t  id  me  it  was  in  confequence  of 
our  converfation  upon  this  fubjedt  that  he 
tried  this  practice. — — -I  was  lince  called 
to  a  young  woman,  who  had  the  fecond 
bone  of  the  right  thumb  forced  through, 
in  fui.ii  a  manner,  that  it  con’d  not  be 
'  .  kept 
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kept  in  its  place  till  I  Hi  wed  off  the  head  ; 
in  confequence  of  which  ftep,  this  dread”* 
ful  lacerated  wound  healed  fpeedily  and 
.kindly,  without  the  lead;  ill  accident  fu- 
pervening  ;  and  nature,  by  little  and  lit¬ 
tle,  formed  a  new  joint,  with  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  motion  as  enabled  her  to  ufe  her 
needle  again,  and  perform  every  kind  of 
buhnefs  with  it  as  well  as  before,  to  my 
great  aftonifhment,  as  well  as  fame  other 
Surgeons. 

t 

Mr.  Freke s  Commander,  with  a  very 
little  alteration,  appears  to  me  the  .belt 
machine  which  I  have  feen,  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  an  old  and  obftinate  luxation  of  the 
Humerus,  as  the  limb  can  be  moved  in  all 
directions  during  the  extenfion,  and  have 
the  fituation  of  the  head  of  the  bone  exa¬ 
mined  at  the  fame  time.  I  have  fucceed- 
cd  by  it  in  cafes  of  many  months  Handing, 
that  warn’d  not  yield  to  other  methods  ; 
but  great  care  is  required  in  the  ufe  of  it, 
particularly  to  keep  it  in  a  true  perpendi¬ 
cular  direction  againft  the  patient’s  tide, 
which  may  be  very  eafily  done  by  fixing 
it  fteadfaftly  with  fcrews  to  the  floor,  the 

W  3  bafe 
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bafe  of  it  being  enlarged,  and  to  the  fide 
with  a  girdle  round  the  body. 

In  recent  cafes  I  have  always  been  fo 

i  * 

happy  as  to  fucceed  by  hand,  which  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  any  machine  when  powerful 
enough  $  and  in  general  violent  force  is  not 
required*  The  method  I  have  ufually  fol¬ 
lowed,  is  placing  the  patient  in  a  fitting 
pofiure  upon  the  floor,  for  fteadinefs  fake, 
fecuring  his  body  in  a  good  attitude,  with  a 
band  properly  padded  againA  his  ribs  under 
the  arm,  hung  unto  a  hook  fcrewed  into  a 
door  poft  :  and  having  by  thefe  means  ob¬ 
tained  one  fixed  point5  we  have  lefs  to  at- 
■  tend  tom  the  reduction.  This  circumftance 
is  of  no  fniall  confideration  ;  for  when  the 
extenfion  and  counter-extenfion  are  per¬ 
formed  by  the  aflifiants  placed  in  the  com¬ 
mon  manner,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  for  the 
Surgeon  to  make  them  exert  their  force 
Aeadily  and  regularly  enough  to  keep  the 
arm  at  a  right  angle  with  the  body ; 
which  is  generally  neceflary,  till  he  diredts 
the  depreflion,  or  other  direction  of  it. 


That 
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That  kind  of  luxation  of  the  Hume¬ 
rus ,  where  the  head  of  the  bone  flips  be¬ 
yond  the  coracoid  procefs  under  the  petto - 
ral  mufcle,  and  refts  upon  a  rib,  may  baf¬ 
fle  the  attempts  of  the  ableft  Surgeons,  as 
I  have  feen,  both  by  hand  and  machines, 
from  the  oppofltion  which  that  procefs 
makes  to  the  return  of  it.  An  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Skeleton  will  elucidate  this 
matter,  and  evidently  fliew  the  belt  pofi- 
tion  to  put  the  arm  into,  in  making  the 
extenlion  to  facilitate  the  return  of  the 
head  of  the  bone.  It  is  alfo  poffible  that 

4 

when  the  biirjal  ligament  is  upon  the  full 
ftretch,  it  may  fuffer  a  laceration  by  a  vi¬ 
olent  force  from  the  head  of  the  bone,  and 
then  collapfe  about  its  neck,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  reduction  impractica¬ 
ble  ;  or  the  intervention  of  fome  lacerated 
mufcular  fubftance  may  prove  as  great  an 
obfhacle.  ( a ) 

(a)  See  what  Mr.  Tbompfon  and  Mr.  White  have 
faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  in  the  London  Medical  Ohferva - 
lions  and  Inquiries  ;  from  whence  I  have  received  in¬ 
formation,  that  proved  very  ufeful  to  me  in  three  in-v 
fiances,  fince  the  farft  edition  of  my  obfervations. 


After. 
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After  reduction,  and  obferving  the 
general  rules  diredted  in  fradtures,  to  pre¬ 
vent  or  remove  the  common  accidents  at¬ 
tending  them*  it  fhou’d  always  be  remem¬ 
bered  to  give  the  joint  gentle  motions  oc- 
cahonally,  as  foon  as  it  will  bear  moving 
without  caufing  pain*  in  order  to  prevent 
ftiffnefs  from  an  accumulation  and  fpiffi- 
tude  of  the  Synovia ,  and  to  recover  the 
action  and  power  of  the  mufcles,  wherever 
the  luxation  happens  to  be  5  but  more  ef- 
pecially  at  the  elbow  joint.  The  fame 
precaution  fhoftd  be  obferved  when  a 
fradture  happens  near  a  joint,  that  the 
ipreading  of  the  Callus  may  not  occaiion, 
an  incurable  immobility  of  it ;  but  ill 
this  cafe  more  care  is  required  in  moving 
the  joint,  left  the  union  of  the  bone  fhou’d 
be  interrupted. 


When  a  greater  force  than  ordinary  is  required, 
in  the  reduction  of  an  arm  or  thigh,  the  puilies  in 
Dodtor  Defaguliers’s  Experimental  Philofophy,  PI. 
30.  Fig.  7.  are  applicable  fo  as  to  exert  their  full  pow¬ 
er  upon  the  bone  itfelf,  by  which  one  perfon  will  be 
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equal  to  many,  even  fuppofmg  their  force  by  hand 
cou’d  be  united  commodioufly  for  that  pinpofe.  There 
feems  to  be  no  objedion  againfi:  their  ufe,  as  they  can 
be  affixed  to  the  part  without  injury,  and  have  their 

power  eafily  regulated. - Scultetus  in  his  Armament, 

chirurg ,  has  fomethine  like  them,  which  he  took  from 

Via  ' uvius . - See  Mr.  Trav's  s  account  wich  remarks 

upon  a^uxation  o'  the  thigh  bone,  in  the  London  medi~ 
cal  Objervations  and  Inquiries. 


i 
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Remarks  upon  Amputation. 


HOUGH  the  preservation  of  limbs 
undoubtedly  gives  the  higheft  plea- 
fure  and  reputation  to  Surgeons,  and  is  the 
objedt  they  ought  always  to  have  in  view; 
yet,  when  amputation  is  found  absolutely 
neceffary  to  lave  life,  there  are  fome  cir- 
cumftances  worthy  our  greateft  attention, 
for  the  cafe  and  benefit  of  the  patient. 

Surgeons  have  long  complained  of  the 
great  inconveniences  attending  a  want  of 
fiefh,  to  cover  the  end  of  the  bone  in  am¬ 
putation  above  the  knee,  by  which  the 
cure  is  much  retarded ;  and  the  flump  be¬ 
ing  left  in  a  conical  form  when  cured,  is 

more  liable  to  external  injuries  ever  after. 

> 

In  order  to  prevent  thefe  inconveniences 
many  methods  have  b,£cn  propofed  and 
tried,  which  have  not  fully  anfwered  the 
end.  In  PL  14.  is  the  figure  of  a  retrac¬ 
tor  made  of  firm,  ftrong  leather,  wdiich  I 

invented 


invented  and  firfl  ufed  in  1739,  and  am 
convinced  by  repeated  trials,  it  will  ef¬ 
fectually  anfwer  the  purpofe.  The  length 
of  it  for  a  limb  of  a  common  fize  fhou’d  be 
14  inches,  the  breadth  in  the  middle 
about  five,  and  the  diameter  of  the  central 
hole  a  little  more  than  one  ;  the  lines  di- 
red:  the  divifion  of  it. 

After  making  the  double  circular  in- 
cifion,  with  the  utmoft  exadnefs,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  the  operator  may  ufe  either 
of  the  fhort  knives  in  the  fame  plate,  or  a 
common  inciiion  knife,  to  divide  the  mu  fa¬ 
cies  quite  round,  about  two  inches  up  clofe 
to  the  periojleum ,  and  then  put  on  the  re- 
trador,  adapting  the  hole  of  it  well  round 
the  bone  upon  the  periojleum ,  defiring  an 
afiiftant  to  draw  up  the  mufcles  equally 
and  regularly  with  it,  as  far  as  fhall  be 
thought  neceffary  :  after  which  the  bone 
is  to  be  fawn  as  near  the  retrador  as  pof- 
fible,  without  paying  ary  regard  to  the 
periofteum ,  which  will  prove  no  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  motion  of  the  fi  w,  and  the 
more  the  bone  is  dsnudated  of  this  mem¬ 
brane,  the  more  liable  it  will  be  to  exfo¬ 
liate  * 
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t 

liate  but  if  the  Surgeon  clioofes  to  fcrane 

O  i 

the  pericjleum  off  the  bone  before  he  fav/s 
it,  he  will  have  a  fairer  opportunity  of  do- 
in  p-  fo  when  the  muicles  are  thus  retrafted. 

O 

The  retr  dtor  has  a  farther  ufe  ;  for  by  in- 
define:  the  llrfli  it  defends  it  from  the 
faw,  and  makes  a  more  decent  appearance 
in  the  eyes  of  the  fpedlatoi  s  ;  and  this  is  a 
matter  of  fome  cOiifequence. 


By  thefe  means  as  much  flefh  may  be 
faved  as  the  Surgeon  judges  proper;  I  have 
found  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches 
fufficient,  which  I  always  made  an  allow¬ 
ance  for,  as  far  as  I  could  in  the  circular 
incifion  ;  but  in  fome  cafes,  where  there 
is  a  great  flaccidity  of  the  mufcles,  it  may 

be  requilite  to  leave  more.  When  the 

\  * 

mufcles,  &c.  are  brought  down  equally  and 
cover  the  end  of  the  bone,  ftrips  of  com- 
mon  plafter  applied  at  due  diftances,  pair¬ 
ing  through  flits  at  the  end  of  the  ftump 
over  the  ufual  dreffing,  and  reflected  four 
or  five  inches  up  the  thigh,  will  prove 
powerful  enough  to  keep  them  in  that  ii- 
tuation,  and  be  eafy  to  the  patient.  Thais' 
a  ftronger  preffure  may  be  made  at  the  end 


of. 
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of  the  flump,  if  required,  than  can  be  done 
by  the  roller ;  but  when  a  flrong  preffure 
is  not  there  required,  the  ftrips  of  common 
plafler  only  decollating  at  the  end  of  the 
flump,  forming  the  figure  of  an  aflerifk, 
without  paffing  through  flits,  will  be  found 
fufHcient. 

I  have  praflifed  this  method  in  the 
prefence  of  feveral  of  my  ingenious  bre¬ 
thren,  and  recommended  it  to  others, 
which  has  met  with  their  approbation  • 
and,  after  trying  it  themielves,  they  have 
allured  me  that  it  fully  anfwers  the  inten¬ 
tion.  Since  I  followed  this  method,  I 
have  cured  many  flumps  without  any  pro¬ 
jection,  vifble  exfoliation  of  the  bone,  or 
the  cicatrice  being  near  fo  broad* as  ufuah 
In  the  lafl  amputation  I  performed  upon 
the  thigh,  there  was  a  neceffity  of  doing  it 
much  higher  up  than  ordinary,  yet,  though 
it  was  a  large  limb,  the  cicatrice  was  but  a 
few  lines  broader  than  the  diameter  of  the 
end  of  the  bone,  left  concealed  in  a  fhalloW 
cavity,  and  the  flump  was  fpeedily  healed 
without  any  exfoliation,  {a)  The 

(a)  Many  years  ago  my  Ton  Doctor  D'TJrban  was  at 
Paris,  and  had  fome  convention  upon  this  fubjech 

with 
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The  paffing  the  needle  very  deep,  and 
including  a  great  circumference  of  flefh, 
&c.  within  the  ligatures,  in  taking  up  the 
arteries,  creates  unneceffary  pain,  wiiiiout 
fo  effectually  anfwering  the  main  end  and 
purpofe  ;  for  they  will  loon  cut  through  the 
foft  flefh,  and  may  not  then  fufficiently 
comp  refs  the  veffels  to  prevent  future  bleed¬ 
ing  :  befides,  they  often  lay  the  foundation 
of  Jtnufes  troublefome  to  cure,  and  caufe 
other  inconveniences ;  therefore  all  poffible 
care  fhou’d  be  obferved  in  paffing  the  nee¬ 
dle,  which  may  be  more  certainly  done 
without  inclofing  too  much  of  any  fub- 
ftance,  when  the  month  of  the  veflel  can 
be  difcovered  without  loofening  the  turni- 
quet -ligature.  Thofe  well  acquainted  with 
the  courfe  of  the  arteries,  after  the  blood 

is 


with  a  Surgeon  of  great  character  there,  whofe  pupil 
he  was,  and  he  approved  the  method  At  the  famous 
Univerftty  of  Edinburgh^  where  he  afterwards  ftudied 
phyfic,  and  took  a  Lector's  Degree  much  to  his  ho¬ 


nour,  he  mentioned  this  method  of  amputation  to  a 
Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Infhmary,  who  p  radii  fad  it  upon 
his  authority,  and  allured  him  it  anfwered  the  deilgn 

entirely  to  his  fa tis faction. - — i  have  obferved  that  the 

more  firm  and  mufcidar  the  parts  are  where  the  opera¬ 
tion  is  performed,  the  lefs  liable  they  are  to  retradl  from 
the  bone  in  the  cure,  confequently  under  this  circum- 
itance  lefs  of  them  is  re  quince  to  be  laved  by  the  ufe  of 
ho  retractor. 
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is  well  ipunged  up,  will  be  able  to  difcera 
and  fee ure  moll  of  them  neceflary  to  be  re¬ 
garded,  without  being  (hewn  them  in  that 
manner  ;  but  when  it  is  required  to  loofen 

the  tourniquet-ligature,  it  fhou’d  be  done 
very  flowly  and  cautiouiiy,  that  the  blood 
may  not  flow  with  impetuofity  to  obftrudt 
the  operator’s  view  ;  the  lead  bubbling  ap¬ 
pearance  of  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  veflfel 
will  be  direction  enough  to  an  operator  that 
is  not  precipitate.  (#) 


As  pain  is  a  dreadful  fymptom  indeed, 
and  productive  of  much  mifehief  even  after 
an  operation  is  perfectly  well  performed,  the 
utmoft  attention  is  required  to  prevent  or 
remove  it  ;  and  for  this  confideration  /trait 
circular  bandage  fhou’d  be  avoided,  to 
which,  from  the  interruption  ©f  the  circula- 
tion  of  the  blood,  may  juftly  be  aferibed 

not 


(a)  In  feveral  operations  wherein  I  have  been  con¬ 
cerned,  in  the  laft  {even  years,  I  have  ufed  and  re¬ 
commended  a  pair  of  fmail  differing  forceps ,  to  take 
hold  of  the  edge  of  the  artery  and  draw  it  out  a  little 
way,  to  be  then  he’d  by  an  afliftant,  in  order  to  give  a 
fair  opportunity  of  palling  the  needle  without  taking  in 
any  more  cellular  membrane  than  to  prevent  the  liga¬ 
ture  from  flipping  off  at  the  end  of  the  veffel.  By  this 
means  any  fubftance  may  be  avoided,  which  being  in¬ 
cluded  might  prove  prejudicial. 
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not  onfy  pain,  but  many  of  the  moft  threat¬ 
ening  confequential  fymptoms.  A  very  lit¬ 
tle  reflection  will  fufficiently  convince  us  of 
the  abfurdity  of  this  practice,  and  that  in- 
ftead  of  preventing,  it  tends  diredtly  to  in- 
creafe  the  haemorrhage ,  as  has  been  demon- 
ftrated  by  Profeffor  Monro ,  one  of  the  great- 
eft  men  of  the  age. 

Soft  lint  evenly  applied,  a  plafter  or 
pledget  fpread  with  Unguent .  trip  harm.  Ce- 
rat  alb.  or  fomething  of  this  nature,  confi¬ 
ned  with  ftrips  of  common  plafter  as  has 
been  diredted,  and  a  knitted  woollen  cap, 
will  be  found  dreffing  and  bandage  fufficient, 
in  whatever  limb  amputation  is  performed  ; 
which  readily  yielding  to  the  diftention  of 
the  veffels,  upon  the  increased  power  and 
Velocity  of  the  blood,  will  allow  a  more  free 
and  uninterrupted  reflux  ;  confequently  lefs 
pain,  fever  and  inflammation  will  enfue,  and 
a  quicker  digeftion  of  the  wound,  without 
fo  much  offenfive  gleet,  as  I  have  obferved* 
Hence  we  may  reafonably  infer,  that  the 
patient’s  life  will  be  lefs  expofed  to  danger, 
if  ftrait  bandage  be  omitted  in  amputation: 
and  as  this  method  of  dreffing  after  the  ope¬ 
ration 
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Nation  is  the  mo  ft  fimple  and  expeditious* 
as  well  as  the  eafteft  and  fafeft,  it  may  more 
particularly  merit  the  confideration  of  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty  employed  in  the 
Army  and  Navy. 


Some  ufefui  Remarks. 

In  order  to  make  the  circular  incifiori 
with  the  more  exaftnefs,  the  ufe  of  a  lea¬ 
ther  inftead  of  a  common  fillet  is  advifable, 
to  thofe  not  converfant  in  amputation,  and 
it  fhou’d  be  fpread  with  common  plafter 
to  make  it  fix  the  better  upon  the  part ;  one 
or  two  thicknefles  of  which  rife  enough 
above  the  fuperficies  of  the  fkin  to  be  an 
unerring  direction  to  the  knife*  even  in  a 
hand  not  quite  fteady  ;  and  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  advantage  in  the  ufe  of  it,  as  it  keeps 
the  mufcles  more  firmly  together  to  refift 
the  knife,  which  are  frequently  very  flab¬ 
by,  where  this  operation  is  requifite,  A 
fecond  fillet,  applied  about  £  of  an  inch 

X  from 
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from  the  firft,  may  fometlmes  be  found 
neceffary  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  for,  in  the 
cure  of  the  flump,  much  depends  upon 
an  exadt  and  regular  fedlion  of  the  fkin, 
membrana  adipofa  and  the  mufcles ;  and 
1  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  part  of 
the  operation  may  be  better  performed 
with  a  ftrait  than  a  curved  knife ;  indeed 
the  inftrument-makers  now  give  it  but  ve¬ 
ry  little  curvature,  as  well  as  make  it  much 
fmaller  and  lighter,  and  better  accommo¬ 
dated  to  every  purpofe. 

When  we  ufe  the  common  tourniquet 
and  ligature,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amifs, 
from  an  accident  which  happened  in  an 
operation  wherein  I  was  concerned,  to  af¬ 
fix  two  ligatures  to  the  comprefs,  one  of 
which  to  be  rolled  up  and  pinned  back  up¬ 
on  it,  to  be  in  readinefs  fhou'd  the  other 
happen  to  break.  I  give  this  precaution, 
having  been  prelent  when  fuch  an  alarming 
circumftance  happened  in  the  operation, 
juft  when  the  crural  artery  was  divided, 
which  threw  the  operator  into  fome  con- 
fuiion,  but  I  loon  made  my  handkerchief 

ferve 
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ferve  the  purpofe  of  another  ligature.  This 
accident  which  made  an  impreffion  upon 
the  minds  of  the  fpedlators  to  our  difad- 
vantage,  was  owing  to  the  inadvertence 
of  the  perfcn  employed  to  manage  the 
tourniquet,  in  twilling  the  ligature  too 
much  ;  therefore,  to  obviate  fuch  an  in¬ 
convenience,  particular  care  is  required  in 
tying  the  ligature,  lo  that  very  little  more 
than  one  turn  of  the  ftick  may  ftraiten  it 
fufficiently.  This  incident  made  me  more 

attentive  than  ordinary  ever  after.— - — 

Mr.  Frekes  machine,  which  I  have  uled 
many  years,  is  a  very  good  one,  and  pre¬ 
vents  the  danger  of  breaking  the  ligature, 
as  it  rolls  round  a  cylinder,  and  has  many 
other  advantages  ;  but  inftead  of  the  finall 
wooden  comprefs  as  he  directed,  to  be 
placed  over  the  artery,  I  always  ufed  one 
rather  foft  than  hard,  and  of  greater  dimen- 
fions,  for  reafons  that  appeared  to  me  very 

obvious.. - -Since  his,  another  has  been 

invented,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  Crane ,  one 
of  the  worthy  Surgeons  of  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew  s  Hofpital,  which  is  evidently  pre¬ 
ferable,  and  now  in  more  general  ufe  \  in 

X  2  i$ 


I 
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is  formed  upon  Monf.  Petit’s  plan,  im¬ 
proved  by  the  ligature  running  upon  four 
cylinders,  by  which  conftruftion,  it  moves 
through  four  times  the  fpace  at  one  revo¬ 
lution  of  the  fcrew,  and  in  that  refpe6t 
confifts  its  excellence* 


in  SURGERY. 


34i 


Of  a  compound  fraUure  and  an 
amputation  in  confequence  of  it, 
attended  with  very  remarkable 
circumftances. 


December  12th, 


1\  /X  R.  Layman  of  Difs ,  a  man  of  genius 
and  great  abilities  in  his  profeffion,  de- 
fired  me  to  join  in  confultation  with  him 
and  lbme  other  Surgeons,  in  the  cafe  of  a 
man  aged  about  thirty-five,  of  an  indiffer-* 
ent  habit  of  body,  who  received  the  day 


before  a  compound  fradlure  upon  his  leg, 
by  a  waggon  going  over  it. 


We  found  a  piece  of  the  whole  fubftance 
of  the  Libia,  and  another  of  the  Fibula  be¬ 
tween  four  and  five  inches  long,  exactly 
correfponding  with  each  other  in  lengthy 
loofe  in  the  wound,  and  the  mufcles,  &c. 
contufed  and  lacerated  in  a  very  uncommon 
manner,  '  After 
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After  ftri&ly  examining  the  cafe,  we 
were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  ampu¬ 
tation  without  delay  was  moil  advilable, 
ahd  it  Was  accordingly  performed,  in  which 
forne  circumftances  occurred,  that  we 
were  not  aware  oh  We  thought  we  had 
indifputably"  determined  for  the  bed,  in 
agreeing  to  take  off  the  limb  below  the 
knee,  from  what  we  obferved  externally, 
and  by  the  examination  we  made  with  our 
fingers  in  the  wound  ;  but  in  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  flefh  between  the  bones  w;as  found 
fo  foit,  that  it  would  not  re  lift  the  knife, 
and  the  b'tbula  was  fo  loofe  at  its  junftion 
with  the  Tibia,  that  it  cou’d  not  be  fawn 
without  great  difficulty,  though  the  perfons 
who  helu  the  limb,  took  particular  care  to 
keep  it  fteady,  both  above  and  below  :  wre 
aifo  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  take  up 
the  artery,  inclofed  in  thisfoft  flefh,  which 
Would  not  well  bear  the  ligature,  and  pro¬ 
bably  from  that  condition  of  the  flefh,  the 
vefitl  had  liberty  to  ret  raft  farther  than  it 
cou’d  otherwife  have  done  ;  but  in  this 
cafe  could  the  mouth  of  the  vellel  have 


* 


been. 
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been  difcovered,  the  ufe  of  the  differing 
forceps  as  recommended  in  the  laft  chap¬ 
ter,  might  have  proved  the  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  future  dangerous  haemorrhage. 

O  O  O 

By  the  loofenefs  of  the  remainder  o^  the 
Fibula ,  and  the  flefhy  fubftance  between 
that  and  the  Tibia  having  fuffered  fo  much, 
we  were  of  opinion,  that  the  bones  were 
broken  by  the  firft  wheel,  and  the  lecond 
coming  upon  that  part  of  the  Fibula ,  nip¬ 
ped  the  intermediate  fubftance  between  it 
and  the  Tibia ,  as  in  a  vice. 

Every  thing  promifed  fuccefs  till  the 
feventh  day  after  the  operation,  when  a 
violent  effufion  of  blood  proceeded  from  the 
veftel  that  was  enveloped  in  the  foft  contu- 
fed  flefh,  whilft  Mr.  Layman  was  drefiing 
the  flump.  The  ufe  of  the  needle  and  liga¬ 
ture  was  now  judged  impracticable,  from 
the  lofs  of  fubftance  between  the  bones, 
and  retraCtion  of  the  veftel ;  nor  could  Mr. 
Layman ,  after  having  checked  the  haemor¬ 
rhage  with  the  tourniquet,  make  the  artery 
bleed  again,  though  he  let  the  ligature  quite 


loofe 
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l  .  ■  '  i  ■ 

Joofe  and  waited  a  confiderable  time  for 
that  pur  ofe  ;  he  then  applied  a  piece  of 
Agaric  of  the  Oak  as  nearly  as  he  could 
guefs  over  the  mouth  of  the  veffel,  with 
good  compreffion, 

After  having  proceeded  thus  far,  he 
difpatched  a  meffenger  for  me,  that  we 
might  confider  together  how  to  guard  a- 
gainft  this  impending  danger.  Two  days 
after,  we  were  again  alarmed  with  an  hae¬ 
morrhage  from  the  fame  veffel,  which 
proved  fo  violent  as  to  bring  the  patient’s 
life  into  imminent  danger,  though,  aperfon 
was  appointed  to  attend  conftantly  and  ufe 
the  tourniquet  occaiionally,  but  he  was 
not  vigilant  in  his  port. 

.  «  '  v 

/ 

As  the  needle  and  ligature  were  now 
become  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  Agaric 
had  proved  ineffectual,  we  had  recourfe  to 
a  vitriol  button,  after  having  flopped  the 
courfe  of  the  blood  with  the  tourniquet, 
keeping  the  ligature  ftrait  till  we  thought 
the  efehar  was  formed  3  and  111  the  drefling 
We  applied  lint  and  little  pieces  of  fliff  pa¬ 
per, 


1 
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per,  with  fmall  compreffes  of  cloth,  fo  a§ 
to  rife  fufficiently  above  the  furface  of  the 
flump,  that  the  compreffive  force  might  be 
increafed,  as  occafion  fhould  require,  par-* 
ticularly  and  diredtly  over  the  veffel  with¬ 
out  affedting  the  flump  in  general.  Hav¬ 
ing  done  thus,  we  gave  him  an  opiate, 
and  employed  a  perfon  to  make  a  conflant 
preffure  with  his  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
flump  over  a  circular  piece  of  fliff  paper, 
but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  caufe  much 

pain. - - — We  recolledted  Monf.  Petit's 

expedient  to  comprefs  the  artery  in  the  in- 
guen ,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Marquis  of  Pot  he¬ 
lm,  whofe  life  was  reduced  to  the  utmofl 
danger,  by  an  effufion  of  blood  21  days  af¬ 
ter  having  had  his  thigh  amputated  higher 

/ 

up  than  ordinary  ;  and  then  fpeedily  con¬ 
trived  in  our  exigence,  a  machine  as  de- 
fcribed  in  PL  15,  to  adt  more  equably 
than  the  hand,  making  the  fixt  points  up-r 
on  the  fhoulders,  by  the  bands  palling  over 
them. — From  what  I  can  remember  of  the 
hiflory  of  the  Marquis’s  cafe,  not  having 
the  authority  before  me,  he  received  a  flio^ 
in  his  thigh  in  an  engagement,  and  that  the 

wound 
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wound  cou’d  not  be  healed  ;  but,  a  caries 
enfuing,  after  20  years,  amputation  of  the 
limb  became  neceffary  :  after  which,  on 
examination  of  the  thigh,  the  key  of  his 
bureau  was  found  rufty,  lying  contiguous 
to  the  bone.  {a\ 

We,  agreed  upon  dreffmg  again  three 
days  after,  and  then  to  apply  buff- leather, 
anfwerable  to  the  extent  of  the  efchary 
moiftened  with  ardent  fpirits  in,  order  to 
prolong  the  fall  of  the  efchar .  This  we 
thought  was  the  beft  fubftance  to  refift  the 
impetus  of  the  blood  at  the  mouth  of  the 
artery  3  and  it  was  ufed  after  the  feparation 
of  the  efchar ,  till  nature  fupplied  a  ftrong, 
and  a  better  covering  of  fleih. 


fir* 

I  HE 


(a)  The  relation  of  this  extraordinary  cafe  is  ins 
fcrted  at  large  in  the  Mem .  de  V Acad.  Roy.  des  Sciences 
for  the  yc  ar  1731?  and  epitomifed  in  the  Elogy  upon 
that  celebrated  Surgeon,  in  the  fecond  vol.  of  the 

Mm.  de  V Acad.  Roy.  de  Cbirurgie .* - After  this  Monf. 

Petit  wrote  a  diflertation  conceminp-  coaMa  of  blood 

.  .  .  C*  * 

m  the  arteries  as  proving  the  means  of  flopping  the 
hemorrhage  after  amputation,  and  took  great  pains  to 
propagate  and  eflablifh  that  notion,  which  his  own  pa¬ 
tients  cafe,  as  well  as  this  of  ours,  fee  ms  to  over¬ 
throw* 
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The  tourniquet  was  conftantly  ufed 
during  the  time  of  drefiing,  and  continued 
till  the  machine  was  again  well  adjufted, 
which  the  patient  faid  always  made  his 
ftump  eafier  by  a  moderate  degree  of  pref- 
fure  at  the  end  j  and  the  reafon  of  that  ef¬ 
fect  is  obvious  enough.  We  ufed  Frekes 
tourniqu.et,  and  that  the  frequent  applica¬ 
tion  of  it  might  not  effedt  the  thigh,  the 
place  was  often  changed,  and  well  defend¬ 
ed  againft  the  ligature. 

After  this  we  had  no  farther  trouble 
from  the  bleeding,  the  flump  healed  kind¬ 
ly,  and  the  patient  recovered  as  good  health 

as  before  the  accident.  We  do  attribute 

1  % 

the  prefervation  of  his  life,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  ufe  of  this  machine.  For  a 
ftump  of  a  common  fize  the  external  plate 
may  be  about  five  inches  in  diameter,  the 
internal  four  ;  they  may  be  made  circular, 
or  a  little  elliptical,  or  of  fuch  a  figure  as 
the  Surgeon  thinks  fit. 


Among  die  reft  of  our  chirurgical  converfation  at 
this  meeting,  mention  was  made  of  an  accident,  in 
which  one  of  the  arteries  between  the  Tibia  and  Fi¬ 
bula 
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lula  was  opened  about  tbe  middle  of  the  leg,  and  the 
bleeding  Hopped  from  time  to  time  by  various  me¬ 
thods  ;  but  at  laid  it  was  thought  advifable  to  amputate 
the  limb. 

Nv 

Upon  refiedtion  it  occurred  to  me,  that  in  this  cafe 
the  removal  of  two  or  three  inches  of  the  Fibula  was 
practicable  j  and  that  probably  it  might  have  given  a 
fair  opportunity  of  coming  at  the  bleeding  veflel,  and 
proved  me  means  of  prefei  ving  the  limb. 


Plate 
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Explanation  of  Plate  14. 

Fig.  1.  Shewn  upon  the  part  in  Fig.  2. 

a.  a.  Circular  ligatures  to  pin  the  bands 
to,  intended  to  pafs  over  the 
fhoulders,  in  order  to  keep  them 
parallel ;  and  they  fhould  alfo  be 
pinned  to  a  waiit-band  for  the 

fame  purpofe. 

/  4 

b.  The  tourniquet  and  ligature. 

c.  c.  'The  fillets,  palling  through  the  up-* 
per  and  lower  flits,  to  keep  the 
machine  fteady  and  in  a  true  di¬ 
rection  when  pinned  to  the  ban¬ 
dage. 

If  the  machine  be  ufed  above  the  knee* 
it  may  be  better  to  have  the  bands  pafs  on 
the  anterior  and  pofterior  parts  ot  the  thigh 
than  on  the  fides,  to  prevent  obliquity  in 
their  direction.  How  far  this  little  incon¬ 
venience  might  be  prevented,  by  palling  in 
that  manner,  when  the  machine  is  wanted 
jbelow  the  knee,  I  have  not  yet  experienced* 

The 
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The  opinion  concerning  coagula  of 
blood  plugging  up  the  arteries  af¬ 
ter  amputation  of  a  limb,  briefly 
confldered. 

T  NGENIOUS  men  fometimes  offer  ex¬ 
periments  which  are  defective,  or  ob- 
fervations  not  well  confldered,  to  fupport 
their  favourite  notions  :  and  when  men  of 
the  greateft  character  and  abilities  advance 
any  theory,  urging  at  the  fame  time  an  ex¬ 
periment,  or  oblervation  to  enforce  it,  we 
are  too  apt  to  yield  our  affent,  without 
making  fuch  inquiry  into  it,  as  every  in* 
veftigator  of  truth  ought  to  do. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  re¬ 
gard  to  Monk  Petit,  concerning  coagula  of 
blood  being  formed  in  the  arteries,  as  the 
means  of  flopping  the  hcemorrhage  after 
amputation.  That  great  man,  and  thofe 
who  have  adopted  his  notion,  pofitively  af- 
fert,  that  upon  examining  the  flump  after 

th# 
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the  death  of  the  patient,  they  found  cod- 
gula  of  blood  continued  up  thofe  canals 
even  to  the  length  of  four  inches  :  but 
granting  this  to  be  a  fact,  it  cannot  be  ad¬ 
mitted  as  conclufive  evidence  of  their  ex¬ 
igence  before,  or  till  the  patient  is  in  extre¬ 
mis,  when  probably  they  may  begin  to  be 
formed. 

According  to  that  Mypbthefis,  the  co¬ 
agulated  blood  mult  either  remain  in  the 
veffels  or  liquefy  and  return  in  a  putrid 
ftate  ;  againft  either  fuppofition,  I  think, 
many  weighty  objections  might  be  b rough t 
and  experiments  made  to  put  the  matter 
beyond  confroveriy.  It  appears  to  me  high¬ 
ly  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  native 
heat  of  the  part,  and  the  adtion  of  the  vef- 
iels,  keep  the  blood  in  a  date  of  fluidity  fit 
to  be  received  by  the  collateral  branches, 
when  checked  by  natural  or  artificial  means 
in  its  direct  progreffive  courfe,  after  ampti- 
tation  of  the  limb,  and  that  the  divided  vef- 
fels  then  fetradting,  collapfe  and  coalefce 
as  far  as  their  firft  ramifications,  having 
their  mouths  foon  fealed  up  with  flefff 
growing  from  the  nutritious  veffels  ;  which 
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work  of  nature  is  pretty  evident  upon  the 
flump,  (a) 

(a)  Mr.  Kirkland ,  a  man  of  CharaSer  at  Ajhby  de  la 
Vouch,  in  his  uleful  treatjfe  upon  hemorrhages,  and 
Mon f  Pouteau  Surgeon  Major  of  the  Hoiel-Dieu  at 
Lyons,  in  his  valuable  Work  entitled  Melanges  de  Chi~ 
rnrgie,  both  publifhed  after  the  firft  Edition  of  my  Ca¬ 
fes  and  Remarks  in  Surgery,  have  mentioned  experi¬ 
ments  confirming  my  hypothecs  and  refuting  Mtmf* 
PrfiYs.  '  • 
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Of  fungous  fubftances  in  reftraining 


HE  ufe  of  fungous  fubftances  In  re¬ 
training  hemorrhages ,  is  the  revival 
of  an  ancient  practice*  as  appears  from 
many  undoubted  authorities. 

If  Agaric  of  the  Oak  could  have  been 
depended  upon  in  all  cafes,  inftead  of  the 
needle  and  ligature,  a  painful  part  of  ope¬ 
rations  would  have  been  fpared,  and  it  muft 
then  have  been  conlidered  as  a  difcovery 
worthy  of  the  high  encomiums  bellowed 
upon  it  by  its  advocates  at  ftrft,  who  un¬ 
doubtedly  had  the  good  of  mankind  in 
view.  I  ufed  the  Agaric  twice  fuccefsfully 
in  amputations  below  the  knee,  as  appears 
by  my  letter  to  Mr.  Warner ,  Surgeon  to 
Guy  s  Hofpital,  which  he  defired  I  would 
content  to  the  publication  of  in  the  Philo- 
/optical  Pr  an  factions  ;  but  it  required  great 
care  in  the  application,  and  I  never  durft 
venture  to  rely  upon  its  power  above  the 


knee ; 
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* 

knee  ;  ftill  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  a  prudent 
Surgeon,  and  worth  keeping  by  him, 

1  .  >  i  •  , 

I  have  fince  made  fome  experiments,  by 
which  it  does  not  appear  to  me  to  have  the 
charafteriftic  of  a  ftyptic,  or  to  adt  by  a 
corrugating  property,  but  rather  by  its  foft 
texture  and  adhefive  quality  ;  therefore,  if 

that  or  any  other  fimilar  fubftance  fhould 

/ 

be  farther  tried  in  amputations,  I  would 
recommend  the  ufe  of  the  compreffive  ma¬ 
chine  already  mentioned;  which  Mr.  Lay¬ 
man  and  I  ufed  in  his  patient’s  cafe,  with 
great  advantage. 

From  my  own  experience  ih  many  in- 
fiances.  Puff-ball  is  preferable  to  all  other 
fungous  fubftances  in  reftraining  hczmorr- 
/pages.  ( a ) 


(a)  Sefc  more  upon  this  fubje£t  in  my  treatife  on 
Wounds* 


I 
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«  **/  <.*!■ 

A  cafe  in  which  the  Tibia  was 

,  ^  .*  ,v  r  '  v  •  *  - 

affected  to  an  extraordinary 
degree  in  a  very  fliort  time,  by  a 
critical  difcharge  of  febrile 
matter  Upon  a  leg,  which  had 
been  fractured  feme  years  be¬ 
fore. 

t  A.  of  N.  B.  about  40  years  of  age,  was 
feizedin  February  1740,  with  a  fever, 
attended  with  moft  violent  fymptoms,  and 
in  about  a  fortnight,  a  fwelling  fuddenly 
appeared  upon  the  whole  leg,  accompanied 
with  great  Inflammation  and  pain,  and 
matter  was  foon  difcovered  from  the  knee 
to  the  ancle,  which  upon  opening  wa$ 
found  very  ill-conditioned,  and  the  bo  He 
carious  its  whole  length; 

Mr.  Barker ,  an  old  practitioner  of  great 
(kill  and  experience,  and  his  fon  were  con¬ 
cerned  ;  Mr,  Layman  I  being  confult^ 

ed. 
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«d,  were  of  opinion  that  amputation  was 
the  only  means  of  preferving  the  patient’s 
life. 

Upon  examining  the  limb  after  it  was 
taken  off,  we  found  the  Tibia  full  of  pur  u¬ 
lent  matter  inftead  of  marrow,  which  had 
corroded  the  bone  quite  through  in  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  places,  and  in  two  places 
it  was  totally  divided,  as  appears  by  a  re¬ 
prefen  tation  of  it,  in  PL  16.  Fig.  4.  No 
part  of  the  bone  was  free  from  the  caries , 
but  the  callus  had  evidently  mofl  refilled  the 
acrimony  of  the  matter. 

The  man  was  in  a  very  bad  condition 
to  bear  the  operation,  on  account  of  the 
fever,  a  cough,  &c.  but  it  fucceeded,  and 
he  recovered  a  good  (late  of  health. 

The  dreadful  ravage  the  febrile  matter 
here  made  in  the  boney  compages,  is  a 
convincing  evidence,  to  what  a  high  de¬ 
gree  of  acrimony  and  corrofivenefs  animal 
juices  may  arrive  in  a  fhort  time.  ( a ) 

(a)  See  Ruyfcb's  Thefaurus  Anatomicus^  and  Ch  e f elder? s 

Ojleclogy  in  Fol.  relative  to  difeafed  bones. - Doctor 

Hunter 
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Hunter  has  a  great  many  of  a  very  extraordinary  na¬ 
ture  and  appearance  in  his  colledfion.  About  two 
years  ago  he  fhewed  me  a  furprifing  thigh-bone  then 
fent  him  from  St.  George s  Hofpita],  which  much  re- 
fembled  in  fize  and  figure  a  five-pint  bottle  with  a  long 

neck  turned  downwards. - Alfo  fee  Honjiets  difler- 

tation  fur  les  Exojiofes  des  Oi  cylmdriques 3  en  Aim.  ds 
}  *Jcad,  •  Roy  de  Qhirwgk.  T om  3« 


% 
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An  ulcer  with  a  caries  of  the 
Tibia,  in  which  the  a&ual 
cautery  feemed  of  fignal  fer- 
vice. 

June,  1743. 

Ik.  *  T  *  •  » 

T  WAS  confuited  for  the  Daughter  of 
^  Mr.  S.  of  W.  at  the  defire  of  her  Sur¬ 
geon.  She  was  of  a  lax,  cachectic  habit, 
and  had  an  ulcer  upon  her  leg  with  a  caries 
of  the  bone  of  about  four  years  ftanding, 
extending  from  three  or  four  inches  below 
the  knee,  near  to  the  ancle-joint,  which 
had  been  rationally  treated  by  feveral  Sur¬ 
geons,  without  the  ufe  of  the  cautery. 

After  carefully  examining  the  cafe, 
finding  the  bone  foft  the  whole  length  of 
the  carieSy  and  covered  with  hard  ill-con¬ 
ditioned  flefh,  growing  unequally  out  of 

the  bone  itfelf  to  a  coniiderable  thicknefs 

1 
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I  imagined  that  the  firft  ftep  towards  faving 
the  limb  muft  be  to  bring  the  bone  into  a 
Rate  of  drynefs,  with  the  aCtual  cautery, 
the  whole  extent  of  the  caries ,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  fungous  flefh  from 
thence*  for  though  many  exfoliations 
had,  from  time  to  time,  been  obtain¬ 
ed,  yet  they  did  not  prove  fufncient*  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  healing. 

As  cauftics  had  been  long  tried  in  vain  to 
lay  the  bone  bare  and  keep  it  fo,  the  pati¬ 
ent  and  her  Surgeon  readily  confenting,  I 
cut  quite  round  the  ulcer  to  the  bone,  en- 
compaffing  all  the  bad  flefh  by  the  incifion, 
then  fcraped  it  clean  off,  and  as  much  of 
the  foft  bone  along  with  it  as  was  practica¬ 
ble,  vrithzfcalprumy  and  dreffed  with  dry 

V 

lint  5  two  days  after,  when  that  was  re¬ 
moved,  the  cauterization  of  the  bone  to 

*  '  - 

drynefs  effectually  prevented  any  future 
vegetation  pf  bad  flefh  to  obftruCt  the  cure. 
Afterwards  J  perforated  the  bone  in  feveral 
places  with  a  fmall  crown  of  the  trephine , 
and  found  it  affeCted  in  its  whole  thicknefs 
as  I  fufpeCted.  The  weaknefs  of  the  bone 

confined 
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confined  the  patient  to  her  bed,  and  obliged 
us  to  keep  the  limb  encompaffed  with  a 
cafe  of  ft  iff  paper  for  fome  time,  as  in  a 
fradture. 

V 

In  confequence  of  this  method  fuch  ex  - 
foliations  were  obtained,  as  laid  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  cure,  which  now  proceeded 
very  well  ;  but  it  was  a  work  of  long 
time  to  complete  it.  Particular  care  was 
taken  to  corredt  the  Dyfcrajy  of  her  blood, 
by  diet  and  medicine.  She  enjoys  to  this 
day  good  health  and  has  no  manner  of  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  limb. 

Th  ough  the  adtual  cautery  is  juftly  de¬ 
cried  in  carious  bones  in  general,  by  the 
ableft  Pradtitioners  of  the  prefent  age,  yet 
this  fpecies  of  caries  feems  to  require  the  life 
of  it ;  and  I  am  convinced,  from  feveral 
inftances,  that  it  admits  of  it  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  :  it  anfwered  beyond  our  expedla- 
tion  in  this  particular  cafe,  and  I  never 
faw  fo  ftrong  an  inftance  of  its  efficacy 
Though  it  muft  carry  terror  with  it,  yet 
this  patient  faid  fhe  had  differed  much 

more. 
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more,  to  no  purpofe,  by  the  application 
and  frequent  repetition  of  the  candies,  (a) 

When  the  dread  of  the  patient  will  not 
allow  of  the  ufe  of  the  adual  cautery  in  a 
cafe  of  this  nature,  after  making  the  bone 
bare  as  mentioned,  the  Lap .  inj email .  or 
Cauji .  commun .  fort,  and  Spirit .  Vitriolic 
may  dip  ply  its  place,  in  bringing  the  dis¬ 
tempered  bone  into  the  date  of  a  dry  caries , 
by  iirft  rubbing  it  well  with  a  piece  of  the 
cauftic,  and  then  fbiking  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  fpirit  over  it  with  a  feather.  This 
method  1  have  alfo  tried  with  good  effed, 
- — — Le  Drans  Eau  Mercurielle  mentioned 
at  the  end  of  his  Obfervations,  which  is  a 
folution  of  Argent .  viv.  part  1.  in  Aq . 
fort .  part  2.  is  an  excellent  application  for 

this  purpofe  as  I  have  experienced. - ■ 

See  notes  at  the  conclufion  of  the  chapter 
in  my  treatife  on  wounds,  concerning  ap¬ 
plications  to  anfwer  the  different  intentions 
of  cure. 

[a)  Wbilfe  1  dwelt  at  Norwich  I  fucceeded  by  the 
fame  treatment,  in  a  fimilar  cafe  of  more  than  feven 
years  {landing,  which  was  deemed  incurable, 

Celfus  fays.  De  Morbis  Qjjlum,  Ofortet  antem  ante  omnia 
cs  nuclare ,  ulcere  excifo,  tsf  fi  latius  eft  ejus  vititm ,  quam 
lilcus  fuli^  carnem  fubfecare ,  donee  undique  os  integrum  pa- 
iefiat  :  turn  id  quod  pingue  ejl ,  fctnel  iterumve  fatis  eft  ad~ 

mot $ 
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moto  ferramento  adurere ,  ut  ex  eo  fquama  fecedat ;  aut  ra- 
dere  donee  jam  aliquid  cruoris  oftendatur ,  ques  integri  ofjis 
not  a  ejl  nam  necejjji  eft  aridum  fit  id,  quod  vitiatum  efi. 
Idem  in  cartilagine  quoque  leeja  faciendum  eft.  Siquidcm 
ea  quoque  fcalpeilo  radenda  eft ,  donee  integrum  id  fit ,  quod 

relinquitur. - See  Vander  Linden's  Edit.  Pag,  539,  or 

Jlmeioveen  s,  Pag.  508,  which  is  the  beft  Edition. - - 

I  have  fucceeded  by  fcraping  cartilages ,  according  t© 
Celfuss  dire&ion,  particularly  thufe  of  the  ribs. 


1 
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Of  a  reparation  of  the  Epiphyfis 

rr  *Z  * 

jl  ibtcz. 

Y  WAS  delired  fome  years  ago  to  give  my 
opinion  in  a  cafe  where  amputation  was 
thought  advifable,  and  propofed,  on  ac-*, 
count  of  a  feparation  of  the  Epiphyjis  27 - 
bice  in  a  lad  about  ten  years  of  age,  in  con^ 
fequence  of  a  critical  difcharge  of  purulent 

matter  in  a  fever. - Befides  this  there 

was  an  exteniive  and  deep  caries  of  the  27- 
bia ,  over-run  with  fungous  flefh,  attended 
with  a  great  degree  of  pain. - The  mer¬ 

curial  folution  mentioned  in  the  laft  cafe 
•  was  of  Angular  fervice  in  fubduing  th z  fun¬ 
gus,  and  on  that  account  highly  extolled 
by  the  Surgeon,  ashecou’d  not  keep  it  un¬ 
der  before.  Dry  dreffings  then  anfwered 
the  end,  the  cure  was  in  length  of  time  ef¬ 
fected,  after  having  had  large  exfoliations, 

and  the  limb  became  perfectly  ufeful. - - 

In  this  cafe  the  tailed  bandage,  and  pafte- 
board-cafe  to  keep  the  limb  fteady  were 

ufed 
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ufed  as  in  a  compound  fracture,  confining 
the  patient  wholly  to  his  bed  :  it  equally 
required  iuch  treatment ;  for  the  Epipbyjls 
was  feparated  from  the  bone,  fo  as  to  give 
a  ready  admiffion  to  the  probe  in  different 
dire&ions,  and  might  well  be  confidered  as 
a  fradture  upon  that  account. 


s 
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Of  a  moveable  cartilaginous  or  bo- 
ney  fubftance  in  the  knee,  refem- 
bling  that  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  4th  vol.  of  the  Medical  Ejfays, 
attended  with  very  lingular  cireum- 
ilances. 

'  t  ' 

j  N  May,  1 762,  an  healthy  young  man,  by 

trade  a  gardener,  came  to  afk  my  ad¬ 
vice  in  this  cafe,  and  told  me  he  had  got  a 
very  painful  fwelling  in  his  knee ;  I  exami¬ 
ned  the  knee  but  cou’d  difcover  no  fwelling, 
upon  which  he  anfwered,  I  will  fhew  it 
you.  Sir,  prefently,  and  then  began  to  bend 
and  extend  the  limb,  preffing  the  outfide  and 
top  of  his  thigh,  juft  above  the  joint  with 
his  fingers,  at  the  fame  time,  and  foon 
brought  it  to  light  on  the  infide,  from  un¬ 
der  the  re  Bus  mufcle  near  the  fbperior  part 
of  the  Patella :  and  now,  fays  he,  I  can  fhew 
it  you  on  the  other  fide,  and  did  fo  diredtly 
by  the  fame  means,  preffing  in  the  oppofite 
direction,  to  my  great  aftoniihment,  and  then 
returned  it  to  the  place  from  whence  it  came. 
I  did  the  fame  by  the  like  manual  operation, 

working 
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forking  with  my  fingers  as  he  bent  and  ex¬ 
tended  the  limb.  This  moveable  body  Teem¬ 
ed  to  take  always  the  fame  courfe  as  if  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  leading  firing.  During  its  quiet* 
cent  ftate  under  the  reffius  he  was  free  from, 
pain,  and  could  ufe  his  fpade  very  well ;  but 
as  foon  as  it  flipt  from  that  abode  he  loft 
the  ufe  of  his  limb,  and  it  was  attended 

y 

with  great  pain  upon  motion. 

- 

From  thefe  confiderations,  and  his  utter 
fcverfion  to  have  this  moveable  body  taken 
out  by  incifion,  I  was  willing  to  try  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  knee-piece,  fo  con¬ 
trived  and  padded  as  it  might  be  eafy,  and 
keep  it  fixed  under  the  mufcle,  in  fome  ex¬ 
pectation  that  it  might  in  time  adhere  to  the 
parts,  and  fave  the  neceffity  of  extirpation  : 
for  though  he  had  fome  years  before,  no w 
and  then  complained  of  a  flight  pain  in  his 
knee,  which  he  thought  to  be  rheumatic,  yet 
he  never  difeovered  this  knot,  till  immedi¬ 
ately  after  a  violent  exertion  in  jumping 
over  a  ditch.  As  I  have  not  heard  of  him 
for  fome  years,  hope  this  method  was  at¬ 
tended  with'fuccefs.  [a)  I 

(a)  The  belt  manner  of  making  a  knee-piece  to  ferve 
fuch  a  purpofe,  is  according  to  that  mentioned  by  way 
©f  note  in  the  chapter  upon  diftorted  limbs. 
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t- 

I  have  removed  two  fuch  tumors  by 
excifion,  which  appeared  more  boney  than 
cartilaginous ;  and  believe  I  obviated  bad 
accidents  in  confequence  of  the  operation, 
by  confining  the  patients  to  their  beds  di¬ 
rectly,  and  wrapping  the  knee  immediately 
up  in  an  anodyne  poultice,  prepared  with 
bread,  milk,  and  oil,  which  was  applied  at 
every  drefflng  night  and  morning  for  fome 
time.  From  Profeffor  Simfons  letter  on 

this  fubjedt  to  Profeffor  Monro ,  inferted-  in 

* 

the  4th  vol.  of  the  4th  Edit,  of  the  Medi - 
cal  Bjjays ,  Pag.  246,  we  may  infer  that 
dreadful  confequences  may  enfue,  through 
want  of  attention  to  fuch  precautions* 


1 
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A  lingular  dislocation  of  the  Ajlra - 

gains . 


November  the  30th,  1749. 

1\/T  R.  C.  of  W.  falling  with  a  laddeir 
when  he  was  near  the  top,  his  leg 
and  foot  fixed  in  fuch  a  manner  between 
the  ftaves,  that  the  Apophyjis  Tibice  catch¬ 
ing  hold  of  the  AJlragalus ,  wrung  it  out 
of  its  place,  turning  it  upfide  down,  and 
almoft  through  the  fkin  at  the  inftep ;  the 
Tibia  then  refted  upon  the  Os  Ca/cis  inftead 
of  the  AJiragaluSy  and  the  Fibula  was 
thrown  through  the  fkin. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  bones  they  form¬ 
ed  a  kind  of  an  arch,  which  rendered  all 
attempts  to  reduction  in  vain ;  for  the 
greater  the  extenfion  and  prefiiire  made  to 
that  purpofe,  fo  much  the  more  was  the 
refiftance  to  reduction. 

I  was  joined  in  confultation  with  three 
able  Surgeons  the  next  day,  and  all  things 

Z  confidered 


370  CASES  and  REMARKS 

confidered,  we  unanimoufly  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  amputate  the  limb  forthwith. 

The  patient  furvived  the  operation  twen- 
ty-feven  days  ;  but  a  profufe  haemorrhage 
happened  from  the  flump  on  the  eighteenth 
day,  and  1  got  to  him  but  juft  time  enough 
to  prevent  his  bleeding  to  death.  I  believe 
lie  loft  his  life  through  his  own  obftinacy 
and  the  imprudence  of  the  nurfe,  in  de¬ 
parting  abfolutely  from  our  ftridt  injunc¬ 
tions. 
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A  mortification  in  a  man  aged 

ei^hty-one,  where  the  Bark 

y 

feemed  to  be  of  great  iervice, 

Augujl  the  24th,  173 1 . 

t  WAS  called  to  J.  PI.  of  M.  and  found 
a  deep  mortification  about  the  breadth 
of  a  crown-piece  upon  the  fide  of  his  foot. 
Confidering  his  age,  his  having  been  confi¬ 
ned  to  his  bed  many  years,  and  that  he 
was  a  drinker  of  fpirituous  liquors  to  ex¬ 
cels,  there  could  be  but  little  expectation 
of  curing  him  ;  yet  it  was  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  becoming  noifome  to  himfelf,  and 
every  body  about  him  whilft  he  lived,  which 
I  confels  I  thought  would  be  but  a  ihort 
time,  as  I  told  the  pari  111  officers  who  fent 
for  me. 

I  directed  a  gummous  and  fpirituous 
application  and  a  w7arrn  cataplafm  to  the 
foot  twice  a  day  ;  that  he  ffiould  take  a 

Z  2  ''  dok 
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dole  of  an  ele&ary  of  the  Bark  and  Snake - 
root  every  three  hours,  wafhing  it  down 
with  a  glafs  of  annifeed-water,  which  had 
long  been  his  favourite  liquor  ;  and  that 
his  diet  fnouldbe  of  good  nutriment,  warm 
and  fpicy. 

After  regularly  perfevering  in  this 
method  about  a  month,  there  was  a  fepara- 
tion  of  the  dead  parts  from  the  living,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Of  a  cuneiform.  and  me- 
tatars .  where  I  disjointed  the  foot,  with¬ 
out  any  pain  or  lofs  of  blood,  and  the  flump 
was  perfectly  healed  in  three  months.  Af¬ 
ter  this  the  ooor  creature  lived  more  than 

i 

a  year,  with  as  good  health  as  for  many 
years  before,  drinking  gin  or  annifeed-wa¬ 
ter  to  the  day  of  his  death,  faying  he  could 
not  live  without  it,  and  that  my  indulging 
him  with  it,  he  was  fare  laved  his  life,  (a) 

Some  years  after  I  disjointed  a  poor 
giiT  s  foot  at  the  fame  place,  on  account  of 
a  Sphacelus  occafioned  by  her  laying  abroad 

in 


flngU: 

larger 


In  feme  inftances  of  mortifications,  I  have  feen 
ar  rood  effects  from,  giving  the  Bark  in  much 

O  O  <ZJ 

quantities  than  commonly  prelcribed. 
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in  a  frofty  night.  She  was  greatly  neglec¬ 
ted,  yet  nature  had  made  a  reparation  of 
the  dead  parts  from  the  living  almoft  quite 
round,  and  to  the  bones  in  fome  places, 
before  file  was  committed  to  my  care.  The 
Rump  healed  without  any  extraordinary 
trouble,  and  file  walked  much  better  than 
Hie  could  have  done  with  an  artificial  leg. 

- - Bearing  down  the  lower  part  of  the 

foot  ftrongly,  whilfl:  an  affiftant  keeps  the 
upper  part  fteady,  after  having  cut  the  li¬ 
gaments  on  the  top,  very  much  facilitates 
the  disjunction  of  the  bones. 


/ 
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A  fcirrhous  tumor  upon  the  heel, 
of  a  very  threatening  afped:,  luc- 
ceistully  extirpated. 

December  the  29th,  1 755. 

M  R-  J.  P.  aged  about  twenty-five,  of 
a  good  confutation,  (hewed  me  this 
tumor,  and  told  me  that  he  believed  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  originally  from  an  externa]  injury 
received  about  twenty  years  ago.  In  four 
or  five  years  it  grew  gradually  to  the  fize 
of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  was  moveable  and  exqui- 
fitely  painful,  efpecially  in  the  night  when 
warm  in  bed.  He  took  the  advice  of  a 

< 

Surgeon  about  that  time,  who  applied  a 
cauftic,  which  did  not  penetrate  far  into 
it ;  the  application  of  the  cauftic  was  re¬ 
peated  feveral  times  to  no  purpofe.  After 
this  treatment  the  tumor  increafed  fafter 
than  it  had  done  at  any  time  before,  and 
in  a  few  years  acquired  the  magnitude  of  a 
hen’s  egg.  Thus  it  remained  many  years, 

attended 
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attended  with  fuch  exquifite  fenfibility, 
that  he  could  fcarcebear  to  touch  it  in  the 
gentleft  manner  ;  and  this  was  the  ftate  of 
it  when  he  applied  to  me. 

The  tumor  now  extended  from  the 
point  of  the  heel,  and  was  attached  in  its 
whole  extent,  to  the  Tendo  Achillis.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  there  appearing  in 
confultation,  no  probability  of  relieving 
the  patient  otherwife,  I  was  encouraged  to 
undertake  the  extirpation  of  it  ;  but  firft 
prognofticated  that  it  might  drew  itfelf  of 
a  very  ill  charadter  after  the  operation, 
yet  the  patient  diaving  endured  fo  much 
with  it  many  years,  and  it  growing  daily 
worfe,  defired  to  take  his  chance  for  a 
cure.  In  the  operation  I  cut  as  clofe  to 
the  bone  of  the  heel  as  I  could,  with¬ 
out  leaving  it  bare,  and  carefully  dif¬ 
fered  the  tumor  from  the  tendon  ;  the 
operation  was  exceffively  painful,  but  the 
wound  healed  very  kindly,  and  the  patient 
was  amply  rewarded  for  his  refolution,  by 
a  fpeedy  cure  and  continuing  well  to  this 
day. 


A 
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A  Icrophulous  carles  of  the  Os  Hu- 
meriy  UPc,  cured  after  being  ill 
treated,  and  the  limb  condemned 
to  be  taken  off. 

\ 

$  ' 

February  the  2d,  1742. 

Tt/T  R.  D.  R.  of  M.  put  his  daughter, 
^  ^  aged  about  fifteen,  under  my  care, 
after  having  been  under  that  of  two  prac¬ 
titioners,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  want 
a  regular  education  in  Surgery,  and  to  be 
quite  ignorant  of  Anatomy.  In  opening  a 
jinus  up  the  arm  from  the  joint  in  an  ob¬ 
lique  direction,  they  totally  divided  one  of 
the  extenfors  of  the  wrift,  and  wondered, 
as  well  as  the  patient’s  father,  at  feeing  the 
hand  inftantly  fall,  when  the  incifion  was 
made  at  fixch  a  difiance  :  they  had  alfo  in- 
judicioufly  palled  a  feton  under  the  ten¬ 
don  of  the  Biceps ,  which  caufed  great  pain 
every  day  by  its  irritation  upon  moving 

.  its 
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,  it ;  and  they  had  introduced  tents  and  hard 
doflils  into  feveral  Jinufes ,  frequently  co¬ 
vering  them  with  Efcharotics ,  to  confume 
luxuriant  flefh  that  was  perpetually  grow- 
in g  up. 

* 

Under  this  treatment  I  found  the  limb 
exceedingly  fwelled,  inflamed  and  painful, 
efpecially  round  the  joint,  which  was  be¬ 
come  quite  ftiff,  and  an  extenlive  caries 
upon  the  Os  Humeri ,  feeming  to  penetrate 
deep  into  its  fubftance  :  a  continual  fever 
was  kept  up  by  putrid  matter  pafiing  into 
her  blood,  and  probably  other  acrimonious 
particles  mixed  with  it,  from  the  frequent 
application  of  the  Efcharotics ;  which  by 
keeping  her  in  conftant  pain  and  breaking 
her  reft,  added  much  to  the  fever. 

I  threw  out  the  tents,  hard  dofiils  and 
feton  forthwith,  dreffed  fuperficially  with 
dry  lint  and  a  foft  cooling  cerate  over  it, 
treating  the  cafe  in  ail  refpedls  in  the  eafieft 
and  gentleft  manner  ;  by  which  means  it 
loon  had  a  more  favourable  appearance  : 
fhe  was  immediately  freed  from  the  tor¬ 
menting  pain  ftie  had  long  endured,  and 
found  a  lenfible  abatement  of  the  fever, 
which  went  off  gradually.  By 


,\  '  /  '  r 

378  CASES  and  REMARKS 

By  this  gentle  kind  of  treatment,  na¬ 
ture  not  being  interrupted  in  her  work, 
caft  off  thick  exfoliations  from  the  carious 
bones,  and  effeded  a  cure  in  about  fix 
months  after  the  condemnation  of  the  limb  : 
which  is  now  as  ufeful  as  an  Anchylofis  at 
the  elbow  joint,  with  an  impoflibility  of 
railing  her  hand,  will  admit  of  ^  and  the 
is  capable  of  almoft  every  kind  of  family 
btifinefs. 


A 
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A  tumor  of  the  lymphatic  kind,  of 
an  enormous  ilze,  upon  a  wo- 
man’s  arm  between  fix ty  and  fe- 
venty  years  of  age,  extending 
from  above  the  elbow  to  the 
wrift,  which  had  been  gradually 
increafing  more  than  fifty  years* 
and  then  turned  cancerous. 


g  OME  years  ago,  my. friend  Mr.  Cooper , 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  (hew¬ 
ed  me  this  tumor,  when  it  could  ealily  be 
moved  upon  the  mufcles  ;  and  the  woman 
then  had  the  free  ufe  and  motion  of  her 
hand,  fingers  and  elbow-joint. 


The  tumor  was  little  or  no  pain  to  her, 
but  what  arofe  from  its  weight,  which  (he 
fupported  with  a  fling  ;  the  circumference 
of  it  then  was  near  four  feet,  mealuring 
from  the  elbow  to  the  hand,  and  fhe  re- 
iolved  to  carry  it  to  the  grave  with  her. 

About 
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About  two  years  after.  It  beginning  to  have 
a  cancerous  afpedt,  and  there  being  reafcn 
to  fear  it  would  become  very  offend ve  to 
herfelf  and  every  body  about  her,  ilie  was. 
advifed  in  a  confultation  of  four  Surgeons* 
to  have  her  arm  taken  off  *  but  fhe  then 
abfolutely  refufed  to  ftibmit  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  :  fome  months  after,  when  fhe  had 
experienced  what  die  was  told  veould  In  all 
probability  be  the  confequence  of  keeping 
her  limb,  (he  was  very  defirous  of  lofinsr 
It,  but  it  was  then  too  late  3  a  fever  and 
Diarrbcea  feized  her  foon  after,  and  relea-* 
fed  her  from  her  miferable  condition. 


This  tumor  appeared  to  us  vafcular  and  veficular; 
for  we  could  not  be  fenfible  of  a  Au&uation,  as  in  a 
quantity  of  a  fluid  collected  together.  The  iiench  was 
fo  offenfive  immediately  after  her  death,  that  Mr,  Coo¬ 
per  durft  not  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  tumor.  In 
the  German  Ephemerides  we  read  of  a  tumor  of  this  na¬ 
ture  upon  a  woman's  arm  of  a  moft  prodigious  fize^ 


1 
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A  tumor  of  the  ganglion  and  fleato- 
matous  Species  mixt  together. 

ytme  the  4th,  1734. 

Tiyi'R.  R.  W.  a  veryrobufl  man ,  aged  about 
^ A  forty,  afked  my  advice  concerning  a 
large  tumor  without  any  external  inflam¬ 
mation,  extending  from  his  wrift  to  the 
middle  of  the  back  of  his  hand,  which  he 
told  me  was  occafioned  by  a  violent  ftrain 
three  or  four  years  before,  and  that  it  was 
now  become  extremely  painful  ;  his  hand 
was  entirely  ufelefs,  hanging  down  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  right  angle  with  the  fore  arm,  no 
proper  care  having  been  taken  to  fupport  it. 


% 

Upon  opening  the  tumor  I  found  a  fluid 
like  the  white  of  an  egg,  with  a  great  many 
lumps  of  a  fubftance  fufpended  in  it,  re- 
fembling  in  color  and  form  cloves  of  peel¬ 
ed  garlic  I  cut  away  immediately  as 

much 


*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  as  I  have  before  mentioned, 
in  the  chapter  on  JVens^  that  this  kind  of  fubftance  re-* 
fembling  net,  in  thole  called  Jieatomatous  tumors,  is 
only  infpiftated  lymph  :  and  I  believe  the  three  tumors 
there  fpecified,  under  different  appellations,  are  all  of  g 
lymphatic  nature,  the  lymph  in  their  contents  appearing 
under  different  degrees  of  infpiftation. 
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much  as  I  could  of  the  cyfit ,  the  reft  digefted 
off,  and  by  the  common  treatment  the 
cure  was  eafily  effected  fo  far  as  to  heal  the 
ulcer  ;  but  it  was  a  long  while  before  the 
contractile  power  of  the  mufcles  could  be 
recovered  to  elevate  the  hand,  and  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  fingers  was  reftored  with  equal 
difficulty,  the  tendons,  by  long  difufe,  being 
grown  very  rigid,  and  the  Synovia  in  their 
fheaths  infpiffated. 

The  ufe  of  the  machine  defcribed  in  PL 
vi  y  to  keep  up  his  hand,  and  fo'  contrived 
as  to  give  an  opportunity  of  moving  the 
joints  of  the  wrift  and  fingers,  contributed 
very  much  to  regain  their  motion.  He 
kept  the  parts  about  half  an  hour  twice  a 
day,  in  a  warm  decodtion  of  fheeps  trotters 
to  relax  the  rigid  fibres  and  attenuate  the 
infpiffated  Synovia .  [a) 

Afterwards 

(a)  The  proper  degree  of  heat  for  baths  and  fomentati¬ 
ons,  is  that  which  gives  a  pleafing  fenfation  of  warmth 
to  the  parts,  as  it  it  nixes  them  and  fufes  the  fluggifli, 
inert  matter,  putting  it  in  a  condition  to  be  propelled 
by  the  a£lion  of  the  folids  ;  blit  they  will  have  quite 
contrary  efteeds,  if  the  heat  he  intenfe  and  gives  pain,  i 
have  found  a  vapor-bath  very  efficacious  in  relaxing 
rigid  fibres  j  but  for  limbs  obflinately  rigid  and  contrac¬ 
ted, 
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Afterwards,  when  the  wrift  and  fin¬ 
gers  could  bear  to  be  moved  freely  without 
pain,  1  ordered  that  cold  water  fhould  be 
pumped  upon  them  every  morning,  for  a 
few  minutes,  by  which  the  tone  of  the 
parts  was  perfectly  reftored,  and  the  patient 
ufed  his  hand,  in  five  or  fix  months,  almofi 
as  well  as  he  did  before  the  accident.  The 


ted,  nothing  isfo  efficacious  as  having  the  water  of  na¬ 
tural  tepid  baths  pumped  upon  them,  ufing  proper  re¬ 
laxing  embrocations  immediately  after,  gently  moving 
and  extending  the  limb,  at  the  fame  time  ;  for  fuch 
motion  is  ablolutely  rreceffaryto  accomplilh  the  point 
in  view  under  thefe  qircumftanc-es.  I  know  the  happy 
cited:  of  fuch  waters,  by  experience  in  my  own  cafe, 
which  required  my  going  twice  to  Bath . 


Explanation 
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Explanation  of  Plate  i 

This  machine  fhould  be  made  a  little 
concave,  of  light  tough  wood,  fuch  as  beech, 
willow  or  alder  ;  and  be  covered  with  lea^ 
iher  to  be  glued  unto  the  wood.  Its  di- 
menhons  for  a  limb  of  a  common  fize  fhould 
be  about  ten  inches  long  and  three  and  a 
half  broad.  Befides  the  hooks  fhewn  upon 
the  fides,  it  fhould  have  one  in  the  middle. 
It  is  to  be  confined  to  the  limb  with  fillets 

i  .Ih'V'.v 

tied  upon  ftiff  paper  as  defcribed. 

I  have  found  this  very  fimple  machine  of 
fignal  fervice  in  luxations  of  the  wrift,  and 
in  fraftures  near  that  joint,  as  well  as  in 
other  cafes  where  it  is  neceflary  to  have  the 
hand  fupported,  and  alfo  occafionally  kept 
in  gentle  motion  to  preferve  the  flexure  of 
the  joint ;  and  it  has  been  much  approved 
by  many  of  my  Brethren. 

Rule-joints  may  be  ufed  to  more  advan¬ 
tage,  where  there  is  no  occafion  to  drop 
the  hand  5  and  they  will  allow  of  a  little 
motion  upwards ;  when  they  are  ufed  no 
hooks  are  required  upon  the  machine. 
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A  wound  of  the  tendons , 

Anguft  the  19  th,  1736, 

‘  ,  ..  ..  ■  V 

*5  *  S  * 

T  P.  of  T.  an  healthy  ftrong  man,  in  the 
**  9  time  of  harveft,  having  his  fickle  ftuck, 
in  the  fide  pocket  of  his  breeches,  according 
to  the  ciiftom  of  reapers  when  they  bind 
up  their  fheates,  and  by  throwing  a  ftone 
in  fport  at  one  of  the  gleaners,  the  fickle 
catched  his  arm,  in  its  full  fwing  and  force, 
and  totally  divided  the  Flexors  about  two 
inches  above  the  Wrift.  The  man  being 
hot  at  his  work,  the  wound  bled  profufely, 
but  one  of  the  women  had  prefence  of  mind 
and  refolution  to  tye  her  garter  ftrait  about 
his  arm,  which  effectually  reftrained  the 
haemorrhage  till  I  got  to  him. 

The  ends  of  the  divided  tendons  were 
drawn  far  afunder,  but  by  bending  the 
wrift  and  forcing  down  the  mufcles,  I 
brought  them  into  contact  as  much  as  I 
pofiibly  cou’d,  keeping  them  fo  by  ftitch- 
ing  and  bandage.  The  wound  healed  kind- 

A  a  ly. 


336  CASES  and  REMARKS 

ly,  and  was  quite  cicatrized  in  little  more 
than  a  month ;  he  recovered  the  perfect 
ufe  of  his  arm,  hand  and  fingers  loon  after, 
but  fenfation  was  deftroyed  below  the 
wound,  and  never  after  reHored. 

The  notion  of  healing  by  the  firfl  intent 
lion,  being  now,  I  believe,  pretty  generally 
exploded,  Hitching  of  wounds  will  confe- 
quently  be  lefs  pradtifed ;  though  it  may 
Hill  be  found  ufeful  and  neceflary  in  fome 
cafes. 

Though  I  was  not  fenfible  of  any  in¬ 
convenience  arifing  from  Hitching  in  this 
wound,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that 
it  would  in  general  be  better  omitted  in 
tendinous  or  membranous  parts.  I  have 
been  concerned  in  two  cafes  where  the 
Tendo  Achillis  was  totally  divided  by  cut¬ 
ting  inHruments ;  one  of  thefe  wounds  I 
Hitched,  the  other  I  did  not  ;  both  were 
cured  without  ill  accidents,  but  that  which 
I  did  not  Hitch  I  thought  healed  more  kind¬ 
ly  than  the  other.  1  ufed  Fetid s  bandage^ 
defcribed  in  his  Treatife  upon  Difeafes  of 
the  Bones,  in  both  cafes.  Bending  the 

knee 
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knee  a  little  and  extending  the  foot  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  proper  pofition  to  keep  the  limb 
in  on  this  occ  ifion.  There  is  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  and  excellent  contrivance  for  the 
fame  purpofe  as  Petit’s  bandage,  invented 
firice  by  Profelfor  Monro  for  himfelf,  in  the 
firft  Volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Eff ays  and 
Obfervations ,  phyfical  and  literary. 

As  a  Horfe  is  the  nobleft  animal  of  the 
brute  creation,  and  the  rnoft  ufeful  to  man, 
I  doubt  not  but  1  fhall  be  readily  excufed 
in  faying  a  word  or  two  here,  concerning 
an  accident  which  happened  to  a  valuable 
one  of  my  own,  by  the  careleffnefs  of  a 
fervant,  where  the  tendon  of  the  fore  leg, 
whofe  ufe  is  fimilar  to  the  T endo  Achillis  in 
the  human  fpecies,  was  totally  divided  in 
the  middle,  and  the  ends  conliderably  fepa- 
rated  ;  which  wound  was  perfectly  cured 
without  ditching,  by  Mr.  Clover  of  Nor¬ 
wich.  The  horfe  now  travels  without 
4  impediment ;  but  by  ufing  him  rather  too 
foon,  after  the  wound  was  healed,  I  was 
under  a  neceffity  of  giving  him  reft  after¬ 
wards. 


A  a  2 


i 


I  t*v 
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wards.  The  machine  Mr.  Clover  invent¬ 
ed  on  this  occafion,  as  reprefented  in  PL 
13.  Fig.  2.  contributed  much  to  the  cure* 

which  probably  could  not  have  been  effec- 

•* 

ted  without  it ;  and  fuch  an  invention  has 
been  of  more  fervice  to  him  fince,  in  the 
cure  of  a  fradture  upon  a  horfe’s  leg*  by 
which  it  was  performed  without  difficul¬ 
ty  ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  added  a  thin  con¬ 
cave  plate*-  adapted  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
leg,  to  defend  it,  and  alfo  to  fcrengthen 
the  machine,  very  ingeniouily  made  and 
connedted  to  that  behind,  refting  upon  the 
coronet ,  by  a  contrivance  coming  up  thither 
from  the  toe  of  the  ffioe,  to  keep  it  Readi¬ 
ly  fixed  to  that  part  :  and  with  thefe  addi¬ 
tions  the  machine  is  better  accommodated 
to  ferve  the  purpofe  in  the  divifion  of  a 
tendon  ;  through  want  of  fuch  a  defence  oh 
the  fore  part,  my  horfe’s  leg  was  galled*' 


\ 
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Mr.  Clover  s  letter  concerning  the  ufe  of 
the  machine  defcribed  in  PL  13.  Fig.  3. 

1 

Norwich,  Dec .  15th,  1766. 

Sir, 

AT  your  delire,  I  have  attempted  to  de¬ 
lineate  the  machine,  which  fucceeded 
beyond  my  expedition,  in  the  cure  of  a 
fradure  upon  an  horfe’s  leg,  without  the 
ufual  method  of  fufpending  him,  which  is 
attended  with  many  inconveniences.— 
I  am  afraid  you  will  not  think  the  machine 
clearly  enough  Ihewn  in  my  fketch ;  for 
not  being  wrell  acquainted  with  perfpedive, 
I  muft  confefs  myfelf  at  a  lofs  to  projed 
upon  paper,  the  figure  of  it,  to  my  own 
latisfadion  ;  and  therefore  doubt  of  its  be¬ 
ing  fo  intelligible  to  others  as  it  ought  to  be: 
but,  perhaps  your  Engraver  may  redify  its 
defeds,  if  he  confiders  its  ufe,  and  reads 
the  following  explanation  of  it. 

A.  G.  and  B.  PI.  the  two  chief  fupport- 

»  V' 

crs  of  the  leg,  are  made  of  fuch  length  as 

A  a  3  -  to 
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to  reach  from  the  knee  of  the  fore  leg,  or 
hock -joint  of  the  hind  leg,  to  the  parts  of 
the  fhoe  marked  1  and  K.  A.  G,  being 
made  thin  and  concave  to  receive  the  fore 
part  of  the  leg.  And  B.  H.  flat  and  frron- 
ger,  efpecially  from  N.  to  H.  in  order  to 
fupport  the  weight  of  the  horfe  without 
bending  at  N,  where  a  thin  plate  is  affixed 
on  each  fide,  fmtably  concave  to  receive  the 
fetlock-joint,  winch  effectually  prevents 
the  turning  of  the  machine  to  either  ffde6 
The  circular  parts  C.  D.  and  E.  F.  are 
made  thin  and  turned  back  about  an  inch 
at  the  ends  O.  P.  and  Q^R.  for  the  conve- 
nience  of  introducing  the  fcrew-pins,  and 
fixing  them  to  the  neceffary  degree  of  tight- 
nefs.  The  other  circular  part  S.  T.  will 
be  fufficiently  lecured  by  a  fmall  leather 
ftrap  with  a  buckle.  In  each  longitudinal 
plate  feveral  fere w -holes  ought  to  be  made, 
between  B.  and  N.  A.  and  X.  the  better  to 
fix  the  bows  C.  D.  and  E.  F.  in  the  moft 

i  \ 

convenient  and  neceffary  parts  ;  and  the  up¬ 
per  one  being  covered  with  woollen  lift,  or 
fomethmg  loft,  may  be  placed  in  inch  man¬ 
ner  under  the  knee,  or  hock-joint,  as  to  re- 

I  ^ 

ceive  a  portion  oi  the  hone’s  weight,  and 
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inlome  degree,  prevent  the  ends  of  the  frac¬ 
tured  bone  from  preffing  too  hard  upon  each 
other. 

When  the  whole  machine  is  put  toge¬ 
ther,  the  end  H.  goes  through  the  hole  of 
the  fhoe  K.  and  by  a  fcrew  is  fattened  to 
the  heel  marked  M .  which  may  be  made 
higher  or  lower  at  difcretion  ;  and  the  end 
G.  is  to  pafs  through  I.  in  the  part  L.  Z. 
turned  up  from  the  toe  of  the  fhoe  to  the 
top  of  the  Coronet  of  the  foot,  where  it  is 
to  be  fecured  with  a  fcrew  through  the 
holes  G.  and  L.  by  which  means,  and  by 
the  fcrews  at  C.  D.  E.  F.  and  T.  the  whole 
may  be  put  together  or  taken  to  pieces, 
with  very  little  trouble,  as  circumftances 

require. - 1  wifh  I  cou’d  have  better  re- 

prefented  the  concavity  in  the  pillar  A.  G. 
which  by  being  fo  made  is  both  ftronger 
and  lighter,  befides  being  adapted  to  receive 
with  greater  eafe,  that  part  of  the  limb. — 
The  whole  of  the  machine,  which  I  made 
upon  this  exigence,  fhoe  and  all,  weighed 

but  two  pounds  and  three  quarters,,  for  an 
horle  fifteen  hands  and  an  half  high,  which 
had  his  hind  leg  badly  broken,  and  was 

cured* 


1 
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cured,  fit  for  work,  In  about  twelve 

weeks.  '  '  ‘  ‘  f 

,  ./\  ,  .  .)•  V 

It  will  give  me  much  pleafure,  if  what 
I  have  fketched  with  my  pencil  and  writ* 
ten,  may  anfwer  your  good  defign  of  com¬ 
municating  to  the  world,  what  may  prove 
beneficial  to  the  nobleft  creature  of  the 

*  y  '  v  - 

brute  creation,  and  fo  ufeful  to  mankind 
that  he  ought  by  no  means  to  be  neglec¬ 
ted..  ■  — The  machine  conftrudted  as  here 

directed,  I  believe  wou’d  have  aniwered 
the  purpofe  better  in  your  horfe’s  cafe,  with 
the  total  divifion  of  the  tendon ,  than  that 
which  was  ufed,  and  effectually  have  pre^ 
vented  fome  inconveniences,  which  occur¬ 
red  in  the  cure  of  that  wound. 

i  p  j  -  -  p  '  * 

I  hope  to  hear  your  health  is  improving, 
and  the  more  ardently  pray  for  the  perfect 
recovery  of  it,  well  knowing  it  will  tend  to 

the  good  of  others. 

!,  ,  , e.;  ...  ,  .  . 

I  am, 

•  ^  Sir, 

Tour  much  obliged 
•*  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

'  JOS.  CLOVER, 
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In  the  cure  of  a  tendon  ruptured,  or  to¬ 
tally  divided  by  incifion,  when  there  is 
good  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  parts  may  be 
fufficiently  agglutinated,  great  care  is  re- 
quifite  in  dropping  the  heel,  which  fhou’d 
be  done  gradually,  for  obvious  reafons ; 
as,  fhou’d  not  the  union  of  the  tendon  be  de- 
ftroyed,  by  bearing  upon  the  limb  too 
foon,  it  may  fvvell,  cccahoning  pain,  and 
fome  degree  of  lamenefs  ;  which  was  the 
cale  in  refjpedt  to  my  own  horfe,  as  has 
been  mentioned ;  though  now  he  travels 
well,  without  being  more  ft  iff  after  along 
journey  than  before  it :  fome  ftiffnefs  was 
unavoidable,  as  the  tendon  cou’d  not  have 
its  natural  free  motion  in  its  fheath  pre- 
ferved, 

*  .  -i  * 


A 
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A  very  extraordinary  Burn. 

« 

July  the  15th,  1757. 

II  Jf  H.  fervant  to  Mr,  K.  of  T.  arofe  be- 
"*■ !  ®  tween  twro  and  three  of  the  clock 
this  morning,  in  a  violent  temped  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  and  went  into  her 
mailer’s  room,  where  die  ftruck  fire,  and 
whiift  ihe  was  lighting  a  candle,  having  no 
covering  but  her  cap,  drift  and  one  petti¬ 
coat,  a  fiery  meteor,  accompanied  with  a 
moil  tremendous  clap  of  thunder,  broke 
through  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  and  deice  tid¬ 
ed  to  this  room,  which  was  upon  the  ground 
floor,  and  burnt  her  from  the  crown  of  her 
head  to  the  foies  of  her  feet  and  fingers 
ends,  in  a  mod  dreadful  manner  indeed* 
Her  mailer,  in  the  utmod  condemnation, 
jumped  out  of  bed,  fird  extinguished  the 
fire  upon  her  cap,  &c..  then  running  out 
abroad,  faw  the  roof  blazing  in  a  narrow 
eompafs,  raifed  a  ladder  indantly,  and 
poured  water  into  the  hole  where  he  fup- 
pofed  the  fire-ball  paffed,  but  to  no  pur- 

pole. 
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pole,  the  houfe  being  all  in  flames  before 
any  affiftance  could  be  procured. 

In  this  hurry  and  confufion  the  woman 
was  fome  time  negledted,  and  when  carried 
out  of  the  houfe  had  neither  fenfe  nor  mo¬ 
tion  y  foon  after  fire  difcovered  fome  figns 
of  life,  but  remained  many  days  without 
fenfes  or  fight,  though. her  eyes  were  not 
burnt  fo  much  as  the  other  parts.  The 
bum  grew  every  wh ere  exquifitely  fenfible 
to  the  touch,  and  uncommonly  painful ;  a 
mod  violent  fever  immediately  enfued,  at¬ 
tended,  after  about  a  week’s  continuance, 
with  as  thick  a  thrufh  as  I  ever  faw.  We 
almoft  defpaired  of  her  life  ;  but  at  length 
fire  recovered,  and  has  her  fenfes,  fight,  and 
ufe  of  her  limbs,  perfectly. 

The  dreffings  were  chiefly  01.  hint  and 
Cerate  prepared  with  that,  Cera  and  Ungu¬ 
ent.  e  Floribus  Sambuci .  Eleeding  repeat¬ 
edly  was  found  neceffary,  and  an  exadt  ob- 
fervance  of  the  Regimen  advifed  in  inflam¬ 
matory  fevers,  with  the  frequent  ufe  of  opi¬ 
ates  to  affwage  the  intolerable  pain  and  fore- 
nefs  of  the  parts,  taking  particular  care  to 
keep  her  body  open. 


Some 
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Some  extraordinary  effects  of  a  fever. 


June  the  26th,  1740. 

t 

T  W  AS  accidentally  called  in  to  fee  the 
■  Ion  of  ].  P,  of  B,  between  13  and  14 
years  of  age,  whom  1  found  (pinning  at  the 
7  wheel,  totally  deprived  of  hearing  and  fight, 
but  it  was  his  deafnefs  I  was  defined  to  vive 

■  o 

my  advice  in  ;  for  the  very  globes  of  his 
eyes  were  funk  in  their  orbits,  and  left  his 
parents  not  the  leaf:  hope  of  his  ever  feeing 
again,  nor  could  I  give  them  any  hopes  of 
his  eyer  hearing,  after  having  examined  his 
ears. 

The  account  they  gave  me  of  this  poor 
unfortunate  creature  was,  that  about  fix 
months  before,  he  was  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  fever,  which  fooii  deprived  him  of  his 
fenfes,  and  that  it  was  eight  or  nine  weeks 
before  they  had  any  expectation  ofhisfur- 
viving  it  ;  but,  being  very  poor,  no  medi¬ 
cal  affiitance  was  procured  for  him.  During 
this  time  he  totally  loft  his  hearing  and 
fight,  the  color  of  the  hair  of  his  head  was 
changed  from  a  dark  brown  to  almoft 

white. 
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white,  and  was  as  foft  as  an  old  perfons  of 
eighty  or  ninety,  excepting  on  the  Vertex, 

where  it  retained  its  natural  color  about 
the  breadth  of  a  crown-piece  ;  the  hair  of 

his  eye-brows  had  fuffered  the  fame  altera¬ 
tion  :  I  alfo  obferved  along  the  courfe  of  the 
coronal,  fagittal  and  lambdoiaal ' futures,  ho¬ 
ney  ridges  half  as  thick  as  my  finger. 

The  boy  now  appeared  in  good  health 
and  in  a  thriving  condition,  did  not  feem 
to  want  undemanding,  and  could  find  his 
way  alone  to  fome  houfes  at  a  confiderable 
diilance,  where  he  ufed  to  go  formerly, 
and  had  gone  fi-nce  the  lofs  of  his  fight  with 
his  mother. 

About  feven  years  after,  as  I  wras  tra¬ 
velling  that  wTay,  my  curiofity  led  me  to 
inquire  after  and  fee  this  perfon  again.  His 

mother  led  him  to  me,  I  obferved  the  hair 

•  * 

of  his  head  rather  whiter,  lank  and  foft,  and 
brown  upon  the  crown  of  his  head  as  when 
I  law  him  before  ;  his  beard  was  now  be¬ 
ginning  to  iprout,  which  was  the  natural 
brown  color  of  his  hair,  his  face  looked  fiill 
rather  boyifh,  but  there  was  a  very  ftrange 
mixture  and  appearance  of  youth  and  old 
age  in  it.  A 
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A  cafe  of  fragility,  flexibility  and 
diffolution  of  the  bones,  which  I 
drew  up  formerly  at  the  requeft 
of  a  friend,  in  order  for  him 
to  tranfmit  to  Doctor  Pr ingle ,  * 
who  defired  an  account  of  it,  to 
communicate  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety. 


7\/f  dRV  Hayes,  of  Stoke-Holy-Crofs  near 
Norwich  in  Norfolk ,  was  born  fanu -■ 
ary  the  nth,  1718$  had  never  been  mar-* 
ried,  and  always  lived  a  regular,  temperate 
life  :  her  father  was  unhealthy,  but  it  is 
not  known  to  what  difeafe  he  was  fubjedl  : 
her  mother  was  healthy  5  and  fhe  herfelf  was 
always  looked  upon  as  a  ftrong  healthy  girl* 
till  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  fhe  fell 
into  the  green- ficknefs,  and  took  various 
medicines  to  no  purpofe.  She  had  no  other 
complaints  till  October  1748,  when  fhe  was 
feized  with  pains  univerfaily,  attended  with 
fevenfh  fymptoms  5  and  thus  fhe  continued 

feme 


%  Now  Sir  John  Pringle,  Phyfician  to  the  Queer*. 
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fomc  weeks,  after  which  the  pain  was  chiefly 
confined  to  her  legs  and  thighs,  but  not  in- 
creafed  by  external  prefiure. 

She  broke  her  leg  in  yune  1749,  as  fhe 
was  walking  from  the  bed  to  her  chair 
without  falling  down,  and  heard  the  bones 
fnap.  The  fradture  was  properly  treated  by 
one  of  the  ablefl  Surgeons,  and  due  regard 
had  to  her  indifpontion  ;  no  callus  was  ge¬ 
nerated,  but  fhe  bones  grew  flexible  from 
the  knee  to  the  ancle,  in  a  few  months  : 
thofe  of  the  other  leg  and  thigh  were  vifihly 
affedted  foon  after,  in  the  like  manner ;  and 
both  legs  and  thighs  then  became  cedematous 
and  iubjedt  to  excoriate,  difcharging  a  thin 
yellow  Ichor .  About  this  time  I  firft  faw  her 
with  the  Surgeon  who  had  the  care  of  her. 

The  winter  after  breaking  her  leg,  (he 
had  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy,  and  bled  much 
at  the  gums. 

Many  eminent  Phyficians  prefcribed 
for  her,  but  without  any  effedt,  unlefs  the 
regularity  of  her  menftruation  l  or  the  lafl  1 S 
months  be  afcribed  to  chalybeate  medicines, 
which  were  part  of  their  prefcriptions;  tho* 

ths 
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the  fame  kind  of  medicines  were  formerly 
prefcribed,  and  long  continued,  without 
having  that  effedt,  even  when  die  was 
in  a  condition  to  take  exercife, 

*  *  '  ? 

About  a  year  before  her  death,  die  was 
removed  to  the  paridi  .{he  belonged  tos 
where  1  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  her 
often,  and  obferving  the  progrefs  of  her  di- 
feafe.  She  told  me,  {he  had  found  but  lit¬ 
tle  alteration  of  her  complaints  in  general 
for  fome  time  paft5  and  thought  her  appetite 
and  digeftion  rather  mended  :  die  breathed 
with  difficulty,  and  her  'Thorax  appeared  fo 
much  ftraitened  as  necefiarily  impeded  the 
expanfion  of  the  lungs  :  her  fpine  was  much 
diftorted,  and  any  motion  of  the  vertebrae 
of  the  loins  excited  extreme  pain  :  her  legs 
and  thighs’  being  quite  ufelefs,  die  was 
confined  to  her  bed  in  a  fitting  pofture  :  the 
bones  die  refted  upon  having  loft  their  foli- 
dity,‘  were  much  fpread,  and  the  ends  of 
her  fingers  and  thumbs,  by  frequent  efforts 
to  raife  her  (el  i,  were  become  very  broad, 
with  a  curvature  of  their  Phalanges  :  die 
now  meafured  but  four  feet,  though  before 
this  difeafe  die  was  five  feet  and  a  half  high, 
and  well  draped.  From' 


\ 
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From  this  time  I  obferved  the  flexibility 
of  her  bones  became  gradually  more  gene¬ 
ral,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  increa- 
fed,  with  a  wafting  of  her  flefh.  For  the 
laft  four  months  of  her  life  (he  had  a  total 
fuppreffion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  and 
a  great  tendency  in  her  legs  to  mortify, 
which  had  long  been  anafarcous  and  exco¬ 
riated  almdft  all  over.  She  retained  her 
fenfes  perfectly  to  the  laft,  and  but  a  few 
minutes  before  fhe  died,  talked  concerning 
her  miferable  condition  and  approaching 
end,  in  a  very  rational  and  comppfed  man¬ 
ner,  with  her  nurfe,  who  perceived  no  fig  ns 
of  the  change  which  was  juft  at  hand;  then 
reclined  her  head,  and  expired  inftantly 
without  a  groan. 

Two  days  after  her  death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  on  February  the  6th,  1753,  her  limbs 
being  firft  well  ftretched  out,  fhe  was  mea- 
fured  and  found  wanting  in  her  natural  fea¬ 
ture  two  feet  and  two  inches.  I  opened 
the  Abdomen  and  Thorax,  removing  the 
Sternum  entirely,  with  feme  portion  of  the 
rios,  in  order  to  gain  at  once  a  full  view  of 
thofe  cavities,  and  to  obferve  how  the  vifeera 

B  b  contained 

j  ,  4  K{  * 
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contained  in  them  had  obftrudted  each 
other,  in  their  refpedtive  functions,  as  well 
as  to  infpedt  the  ftate  of  them.  The  heart 
and  lungs  were  found,  but  flaccid  and'much 
confined  in  their  motion,  to  which  the 
enormous  fize  of  the  liver  contributed  in 
fome  meafure,  extending  quite  acrofs  the 
Abdome7t ,  and  bearing  hard  again  jfi  the  Dia¬ 
phragm  by  its  increafed  gibbofity  :  the  lungs 
did  not  adhere  to  the  Pleura ,  nor  was  the 
liver  fcirrhous,  it  was  faulty  only  in  its 
bulk  :  the  mefentery  was  found,  except  one 
large  fcirrhous  gland  in  it  :  the  fplee?i  was 
extremely  finall.  Nothing  elie  was  found 
obfervable  in  thefe  cavities. 

All  her  bones,  except  her  teeth,  were 
more  or  lefs  affefted,  and  fcarce  any  would 
refill:  the  knife  ;  thofe  of  the  Head,  Thorax , 
Spine  and  Pelvis  were  nearly  of  the  lame 
degree  of  foftnefs ;  thofe  of  the  lower  extre¬ 
mities  were  much  more  diffolved  than  thofe 

i 

of  the  upper  or  of  any  other  part  ;  they 
were  changed  into  a  kind  of  parenchymous 
fiab fiance  like  (pit  dark  coloured  liver,  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  offenfive  fmell.  I  cut  through 
their  whole  length  without  turning  the  edge 

of 
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of  the  knife,  and  found  lefs  refiftance  than 
firm  mufcular  flefii  would  have  made, 
meeting  only  here  and  there  with  boney 
Lamince  thin  as  an  egg-fhell. 

Those  bones  were  moil  diffolved,  which 

-  % 

in  their  natural  ftate  are  moil  compad,  and 
contain  moit  marrow  in  their  cavities.  This 
circumftance  may  appear  the  more  worthy 
of  obfervation,  as  it  held  throughout,  and 
looks  as  if  the  wonderful  change  they  had 
undergone,  was  occasioned  by  the  marrow 
having  acquired  a  .diffolving  quality ;  for  it 
was  evident,  that  the  diifolution  began  in¬ 
ternally,  by  the  boney  Lamince  remaining 
here  and  there  on  the  outfide  and  no  where 

elfe,  and  the  pain  in  the  beginning  of  the 

difeafe  not  being  increafed  by  external 
p  refill  re. 

Th  e  Pcriojlcum  was  rather  thicker  than  or¬ 
dinary,  the  Cartilages  thinner,  but  no  where 
in  a  ftate  of  diifolution  like  the  bones. 

I  intended  to  have  opened  the  Skull 
and  examined  the  brain,  had  I  been  allow¬ 
ed  time  enough  ;  but  there  was  no  reafon, 
from  any  complaints,  to  fulped  a  dcfed  in 

that  part. 
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An  eminent  Phyfician  and  Surgeon  were 
prefent  at  this  examination  of  the  body.. 
Some  time  after,  I  fhewed  fpecimens  of  the 
diffolved  bones  to  Sir  'John  Pringle  in  London , 
and  then  fent  them  to  Dodtor  Hunter ,  who 
has  occaiionally  exhibited  them  in  his  ana¬ 
tomical  ledtures. 

I  also  fent  fome  of  the  fame  fubftance  to 
an  ingenious  Chymift,  defiring  him  to  ana¬ 
lyze  it,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  exadtnefs, 
and  he  informed  me,  by  the  experiments  he 
made,  he  could  difcover  neither  acid  nor 
alkali  prevailing  in  it;  but  that  it  contained 
near  feven  eights  of  an  oleaginous  fub¬ 
ftance,  with  a  (mail  portion  of  earth. 

July  1753  I  faw  a  fimilar  cafe  to  this  in 
a  woman,  aged  25,  in  the  work-houfe  at 
Norwich ,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Swift ,  an 
ingenious  man,  and  a  very  able  Surgeon. 
He  obtained  an  order  from  the  Court  of 
Guardians  to  detain  the  body  after  death 
for  ourinfpedtion;  but  asfoonas  the  woman 
was  dead,  what  was  intended  to  be  done 
1  Dreading  abroad,  a  mob  rofe  and  peremp¬ 
torily  demanded  the  body  to  inter  it ;  and 

the 


in  SURGERY. 


4°5 

the  mailer  of  the  houfe  delivered  it,  fearin  ? 

O 

bad  confequences  might  enfue  upon  refu- 
fal  ;  and  fo  we  were  'difappointed  in  our 
intended  inquiry. 

In  this  woman’s  cafe  the  ribs,  being 
grown  very  foft,  fell  with  the  Sternum  flat 
upon  the  lungs ,  and  obflrudted  refpiration 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  when  I  faw  her  fhe 
laid  panting  for  life.  The  contrary  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  cafe  I  have  been  given  a  nar- 
•  rative  of ;  there  the  ribs  and  Sternum  turn¬ 
ed  outwards,  by  which  circumftance  re- 

t 

fpiration  was  not  fo  much  obftrudted,  tho’ 
the  capacity  of  the  Thorax  was  greatly 
fhortened,  and  the  lungs  had  not  room  to 
expand  freely. 


We  meet  with  cafes  of  this  nature  in  the  Philo/. 

Tran  fa  St. - Mem.  de  V  Acad.  Roy.  des  Sciences. - - 

A  cl.  Hafniens. - German  Ephem%. - In  Forejius  and 

Saviard ;  and  a  very  extraordinary  one  of  this  kind  was 

publiihed  at  Paris  by  Dodtor  Morand  in  1752.” _ -I 

faw  in  the  Hofpital  at  Bath ,  a  fir  priiing  cafe  of  fragi¬ 
lity  of  the  bones,  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  a  venereal 
caufe  ;  both  arms  and  legs  were  then  broken,  and 
many  other  bones  affected. 


Of 
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Of  the  cure  of  the  Ihrujh . 

I  think  no  perfon  fhou’d  keep  to 
himfelf  the  knowledge  of  wdiat  may 
prove  beneficial  to  mankind,  I  publifh  in 
this  manner  the. following  medicine,  which 
I  know,  from  much  experience,  may  be 
relie  d  on  in  the  cure  even  of  the  worff  kind 
ox  7  ’hrujffr  in  bad  fevers  ;  though  indeed  I 
have  made  no  fecret  of  it,  but  have  men¬ 
tioned  it,  as  opportunity  offered,  to  all  my 
medical  acquaintance,  after  I  was  fo  fortu- 

*  i 

nate  as  to  make  a  difeovery  of  it  above  20 
years  ago.  It  had  long  been  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  a  woman,  who  was  fent  for  far  and 
near  upon  this  occafion,  with  conftant  fuc- 
cefs,  to  which  I  had  often  been  awitnefs. 
'1  his  induced  me  to  offer  her  a  confiderable 
gratuity  to  divulge  the  fecret,  but  though 
fhe  refufed  to  do  fo,  I  have  undoubted  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  medicine  I  here  mention  is 
the  very  fame  as  her’s.  * 

1 

Its  compofition  is  borax  and  honey,  the 
proportion  of  a  dram  oi  the  borax  in  very 

fine 
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fine  powder  to  an  ounce  of  pure  honey ,  juft 
of  fuch  confiftence  as  to  fufpend  the  pow¬ 
der,  is  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  end  in  com¬ 
mon  cafes,  but  in  feme,  1  have  put  in  two 

drams,  never  more.  I  diredt  the  patient  to 

*  -» 

take  a  tea-fpoonful  or  two  of  this  Lindius 
every  hour,  after  ftirring  it  well  together, 
fwallowing  it  leifurely,  and  in  Rich  a  man¬ 
ner  as  it  may  fpread  itfelf  all  over  the 
mouth  and  throat.  I  have  fddom  known 
a  bad  Thrufh  relift  the  power  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  more  than  two  or  three  days  regular 
ufe  of  it.  After  the  Thrufh  is  removed,  the 

patient  femetimes  complains  of  a  fmarting 

/ 

and  tendernefs  of  the  parts,  which  are 
foon  eafed  by  frequently  holding  in  the 
mouth  a  mucilage  of  Sent.  Cydon .  or  a  fo- 
lutionof  pulv .  e  Trag.  comp,  in  aq .  Rofar • 
damafcenar.  to  a  mucilaginous  confiftence, 
fweetened  with  Syrup.  Mororum  :  or  by 
the  ufe  of  a  fmooth  emollient  gargarifm. — 

I  have  femetimes  ordered  the  borax  to  be 
mixt  with  clarified  honey  and  currant  fe.ly 
equal  parts,  inftead  of  honey  alone,  and  in 
that  manner  it  makes  a  more  agreeable  me¬ 
dicine.  Where  there  is  a  peculiarity  in  the 
conftitution  that  honey  difagrees,  the  borax 

may 
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may  he  mixt  with  either  black  or  red  cur- 
rant -jelly,  and  Syrup .  moror , 

t  i 

This  medicine,  made  milder,  has  alfo 
been  found  by  experience,  very  beneficial 
in  the  I'brufh  attending  infants. 


Many  years  ago  I  attended  a  young  woman  in  a 
bad  fever,  who  in  the  courfe  of  it  had  an  appearance 
of  the  Thrujh  to  a  high  degree,  about  the  Anus  as  well 
as  in  her  mouth  and  throat  ;  and  undoubtedly  all  the 
alimentary  canal  was  affedted  ;  for  upon  taking  this, 
medicine  liberally,  arid  keeping  her  body  open,  great 
quantities  of  thick  'Houghs  were  thrown  off  by  ffool  \ 
and  ilie  recovered  beyond  expectation. 


The 
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The  extraordinary  effect  of  the  In¬ 
dian- Pink  in  deftroying  worms. 1 

duly  the  7th,  1760. 

^^POOR  widow  brought  her  fon  to  me, 
aged  between  ten  and  eleven,  much 
afflidted  with  worms,  and  had  long  been 
fo,  with  almoft  all  the  fymptoms  produced 
by  thofe  vermin,  the  Teretes9  many  of 
which  he  had  lately  vomited  up.  I  made 
an  infufion  of  thirty  grains  of  the  Indian- 
Pink  in  a  quarter  of  a  Pint  of  boiling  water, 
letting  it  hand  by  the  fire  clofe  covered  five 
or  fix  hours  ;  and  ordered  one  half  of  it  to 
be  taken  at  going  to  bed,  and  the  other  next 
morning  :  and  in  the  following  afternoon 

O  '  o 

he  voided  by  ftool  four  worms  alive.  Next 
night  and  morning  repeated  the  dofes  9  in 
the  afternoon  following  voided  five  more 
alive  at  one  d ejection,  the  fceccs  not  altered 
in  their  confidence  from  their  natural  date. 
The  dofes  were  repeated  the  two  fucceeding 


evenings 
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evenings  and  mornings  ;  only  the  infufton 
was  increafed  one  third  in  its  ftrerigth;  and 
in  each  of  the  following  afternoons  he  dif- 
charged  three  worms  dead  and  feemingly 
much  fwelled.  After  thefe  he  took  two 
dofes  more,  but  no  worms  were  brought 
away  :  he  foon  recovered  a  good  appetite* 
and  was  entirely  freed  from  all  his  com¬ 
plaints. 


This  medicine  anfwered  the  fame  good 
purpofe,  in  another  of  the  woman’s  chil¬ 
dren  fome  time  after. 

They  both  agreed  in  this  circumftance* 
that  upon  fir  ft  taking  the  medicine,  they 
were  fenfible  of  the  motion  of  the  worms 
downward,  as  if  they  fled  from  it,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  expreffion. 

i 

There  are  four  kmcls  of  worms  commonly' found 
in  the  human  body  ;  the  Lumbrici  or  Teretes ,  whole 
lefidence  is  generally  in  the  frnall  intejiines  : — - — the* 

Afcarides  in  "the  large  intejtin.es  - — the  Gourd- 

Worm ,  fo  called  from  its  refemblance  ip  the  feed  of  a 

gourd  : —the  Tania ,  Tape  or  Solitary  Worm .  This 

latter  fpecies  is  frequently  found  among  'he  Indians 
and  Africans ,  in  Geneva  and  all  ©ver  Switzerland^  I 
am  credibly  informed  that  there  is  a  woman  at  or  near 
Geneva ,  who  is  pofleffed  of  an  infallible  iecret  to  de¬ 
fray  this  formidable  enemy. 

When 
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When  I  was  concerned  for  the  poor  in  Norwich , 
between  30  and  40  years  ago,  one  of  the  firft  kind 
eat  its  way  through  near  the  navel  of  a  child  about 
three  years  old,  in  the  work-houfe.  The  wound 
healed  without  any  difficulty,  and  the  child  recovered, 
by  taking  proper  medicines,  which  brought  away  a 

great  number  of  thofe  deftru£tive  vermin. - oee 

Andry  s  and  Goulet's  treatife  upon  this  fubjedi  :  and 
what  D  dtor  Tyfon  fays  in  the  Philof.  Tranf.  concerning 
the  'Tania  ;  of  which  fort  I  faw  one  that  was  voided 

whole,  by  a  Negro,  near  20  feet  long. - -See  Pro- 

feffor  Aljlons  account  of  the  anthelmintic  virtue  of  the 
powder  of  Tin,  in  vol.  5  of  the  Edinburgh  Med.  Ef- 

fays. - 1  had  a  patient  who  was  freed  from  the  Af- 

carides^by  the  long  continued  ufe  of  Soap  and  Lime- 
Water  on  account  of  the  ftone  in  his  bladder,  when  all 
©ther  means  had  failed  in  deftroying  them. 


4 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  a  Clergyman 
concerning  the  wonderful  effect 
of  Cart.  Rad .  Stmaroubce  in  cur¬ 
ing  him  of  a  Dy fernery ,  after  all 
other  means,  commonly  ufed  in 
that  difeafe,  had  failed. 

Long-Stratton , 

k 9  Nov .  23d,  1763. 

T  HERE  fend  you  the  beR  hiRory  I  am 
able  to  compofe,  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
it  being  now  above  ten  years  lince  I  was 
firft  afliidted  with  the  Bloody- Flux  ;  there¬ 
fore  whatever  inaccuracies  you  (hall  obferve, 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  pafs  them  over ;  and 
if  you  can  difcover  any  thing  which  will  be 
of  fervice  to  ethers,  I  ilia!!  think  myfelf 
fjfficiently  rewarded  for  my  trouble, 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  Servant, 
EDWARD  II  IB  GAME. 

-  HiRory 
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Hiftory  of  the  cafe. 

In  October  1752  I  was  at  Canton  in  Chi¬ 
na,  and  after  drinking  too  freely  of  white- 
port-wine  one  evening,  the  next  day  I  was 
feized  with  a  violent  Flux ,  which  after 
continuing  two  days  turned  to  the  Bloody- 
Flux . — - — —I  immediately  applied  to  our 
Ship-Surgeon,  and  he  prefcribed  me  vomits 
of  Ipecacoanha  for  three  fuccefiive  evenings. 
I  then  took  Ipecacoanha  in  fmall  dofes,  in 
white  wine  every  four  hours  ;  thus  I  went 
on  for  two  months  ;  and  in  that  time  I 
was  let  blood  twice  or  thrice. — After  this 
our  fhip  failed  for  England \  and  the  Sur¬ 
geon  finding  my  difeafe  rather  inereafed,  he 
determined  to  try  another  method. - Af¬ 

ter  letting  me  blood,  he  gave  me  every 
other  day  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  Calamine - 
Stone  well  levigated ;  this  I  continued  for 
one  month,  taking  the  Ipecac,  as  before  > 
but  on  my  complaining  ot  the  violence  of 
this  new  medicine,  he  omitted  it,  and  gave 
me  fome  dofes  of  Armenian  Bcle  every  day  $ 
but  neither  the  Ipecac .  Calamine  or  Bole 

had 
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had  any  efFedf  in  abating  my  Flux.- - For 

one  month  before  we  arrived  in  England  all 
medicines  were  laid  afide,  neither  had  I  re- 
courfe  to  any  till  Augnjl ,  when  finding  the 
Flux  increafing,  my  ftrength  decreafing, 
and  my  appetite  loft,  I  was  advifed  to  take 
pills  compofed  of  mutton -tallow  and  bees¬ 
wax  twice  a  day,  as  many  as  my  ftomach 
wou’d  bear,  with  a  glafs  of  red  port  wine 
with  a  few  drops  of  Etna,  Terr  re  jap  on.  af¬ 
ter  each  dofe,  which  I  thought  helped  my 
appetite  ;  but  I  coud  difcover  no  abatement 

of  the  Flux . - -At  this  time  1  applied  to  a 

Surgeon  at  home,  who  advifed  the  ufe  of 
the  Bark  with  Rhubarb ,  Stomach  Drops , 
Sago,  Face,  & c.— I  then  confulted  a  Phy- 
fician,  who  firft  prefcribed  the  teftaceous 
powders  with  bees-wax,  then  the  Cerat . 
Fit.  Antimon.  but  neither  of  thefe  medi¬ 
cines  agreed  with  me.— I  then  took  a  me¬ 
dicine  prepared  by  Mr.  H- - n  of  B—g 

in  Ej'ex,  at  the  recommendation  of  a  very 
worthy  Gentleman,  which,  together  with 
the*  warm  weather,  gave  me  relief  for  that 
fummer,  before  which  time  I  had  not  had 
any  intemtiffion  in  my  dlfeafe  from  175 2 

to 

/ 
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to  T755- - -The  autumn  following  it  re¬ 

turned  again  with  greater  violence,  fo  that 
I  had  not  lefs  than  30  or  36  {tools  in  24 
hours,  for  more  than  three  months,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fmarting  pain  in  the  lower 
int e/lines ,  like  that  of  a  wound  ;  but  I  con- 
ilantly  obferved  it  was  more  intenfe  every 
afternoon  about  four  o’clock. — —I  fhou’d 
have  obferved,  that  for  two  years  before,  I 
had  been  afflidted  with  this  pungent  pain, 
though  not  in  fo  great  a  degree,  that  I  had 
voided  much  blood  with  mucus ,  and  that 
every  ftool  was  attended  with  violent  hick- 

ups. - 1  now  had  recourfe  to  the  tefla- 

ceous  powders,  and  the  above-mentioned 
medicine  of  Mr.  II.  alfo  to  the  Bark ,  and 
Helvetius  s  Tincture,  and  thought  fome  of 
thefe  medicines  ferved  to  abate  the  didem- 
per,  but  cannot  fay  which  of  them  it  was. 

* - In  the  dimmer  1756  I  was  tolerably 

well,  but  in  the  autumn  the  flux  returned 
as  violently  as  ever,  attended  with  the  be¬ 
fore  mentioned  circumfhnces ;  I  then  took 
half  a  pint  thrice  a  day  of  the  following 
tnedicine.  Two  pounds  of  mutton- tallow 
boiled  in  a  quart  of  milk  to  a  pint  and 

drained. 
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{trained.  From  this  remedy  I  received  great 
benefit ;  the  difcharge  of  blood  and  mucus 
lefiened  by  the  ufe  of  it  very  much,  and  I 
found,  a  great  abatement  of  the  pain  in  the 

inteftines. - In  the  fummer  1757  I  held 

pretty  well,  but  in  autumn  the  Flux  return¬ 
ed,  though  not  altogether  with  its  former 
violence.  Being  then  at  College,  and  not 
having  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  having 
the  tallow  medicine  prepared  for  me  as  at 
home,  I  took  a  ftrong  decodtion  of  the  Bark 
and  Pomgranate  fhells,  which  did  me  fer- 
vice,  and  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  win¬ 
ter  and  fummer  1758,  I  continued  pretty 
free  from  the  Flux  y  but  in  the  autumn  it 
returned  very  violently  again,  I  not  having 
lefs  than  20  or  24  ftools  in  24  hours,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  ;  I  then 
recurred  to  the  deeodtion  of  the  Bark ,  but 
the  effect  did  not  an  fiver  my  expectation.-— 
In  the  fummer  1759  I  drank  freely  of  Flo¬ 
rence  wine,  which,  together  with  a  dry  fea- 
foil,  made  me  flatter  myfelf  with  being  al- 
mofi  cured  but  in  the  autumn  following 
X  was  as  ill  as  at  any  time  before.— -X  then 
took  large  quantities  of  the  Bark  in  fub- 
ftanee,  and  eat  boiled  rice  very  plentifully 

for 
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for  two  months  at  leaft ;  and  after  taking 
a  bark-bolus  one  morning  and  eating  a 
quantity  of  boiled  rice,  I  had  a  violent 
pain  in  my  ftomach,  which  increafed*  and 
fettled,  fixing  at  laft  in  the  lower  belly, 
where  it  continued  very  violent  ;  on  which 
account  I  drank  ufquebaugh,  pepper-mint- 

water  and  rum,  in  all  I  believe  near  a  pint, 
without  any  effect  only  making  me  very 
fick ;  I  went  to  bed,  and  the  pain  rather 
increafing,  took  a  dofe  of  liquid  laudanum* 
but  threw  it  up  inflantly ;  I  then  fent  for  an 

Apothecary,  who  gave  me  a  common  clyf- 
ter,  by  which  I  found  fome  relief,  but  it 
was  of  fhort  duration  ;  the  pain  returned 
and  continued  all  night,  next  morning  I 
had  another  clyfter  given  me,  which,  with 
the  application  of  warm  flannels,  &c.  re¬ 
lieved  me  much  ;  next  day  I  was  free  from 
pain  ;  and  had  only  one  ftool  during  the 

continuance  of  this  new  complaint _ — I 

povy  continued  growing  better,  was  pretty 
free  from  my  Flux  till  autumn  1760,  when 

it  returned  with  its  ufual  violence. - 1 

then  took  Dod:or  Hill's  butter-medicine, 
which  is  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  melted 
butter  thrice  a  day  5  from  which  I  found 

C  c  ereat 
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great  benefit. . —The  Summer  1761,  I 

continued  pretty  well ;  but  in  the  autumn 
my  old  complaint  vifited  me  again  ;  I  then 
repeated  the  butter-medicine,  but  was  dis¬ 
appointed  in  its  effedt.  I  next  took  the 
Bark  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  1  foon  thought 
myfelf  almoft  entirely  free  from  the  Flux  ; 
but  the  April  following,  upon  taking  cold 
it  returned  and  continued  all  the  following 
Summer  to  a  great  degree. — - After  hav¬ 

ing  to  no  purpofe,  given  the  Bark ,  the  tal¬ 
low-medicine,  and  others  which  ufed  to 
relieve  me,  a  fair  trial,  I  applied  to  you. — 
At  this  time  I  had  not  lefs  than  12  or  14 
Stools  in  24  hours,  and  in  this  ftate  I  had 
now  been  for  three  mo'nths. - Your  ad¬ 

vice  to  me  was  to  boil  two  drams  of  the 
bark  of  the  Radix  Simarouba  *  in  a  pint  and 
a  quarter  of  water  to  a  pint ;  of  which  de¬ 
ception  when  {trained,  I  took  two  ounces, 
without  any  thing  added  to  it,  at  fix  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  October  ift,  and  the  like  dofe 
about  eleven  that  night ;  it  had  no  fenfible 
operation,  unlefs  it  promoted  perfpiration  a 
little  $  however,  it  had  this  good  effedt,  that 

my 

*  See  Lewis  and  Geoffrey  on  the  matcrin  medica  con¬ 
cerning  this  drug.— According  to  AlonJ.  Juffieu’s  ac¬ 
count  of  this  drug  in  the  Mem,  oj  the  Royal  Acad,  of 
Sciences ,  it  was  brought  into  Europe  from  America  in 
the  year  1713,  and  then  ufed  in  the  Dyfentery . 
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iny  reft  was  not  once  difturbed  by  the  Flux 
this  night.  Next  morning  I  repeated  the 
dofe,  did  the  fame  at  fix  in  the  evening  and 
eleven  at  night  in  the  day  time  had  but 
three  ftools,  and  one  in  the  night,  refting 
well  ;  ftools  now  had  neither  blood  1  nor 
mucus  mixed  with  them,  nor  were  they  at¬ 
tended  with  pain. - -I  have  obferved  your 

diredtions  in  the  ufe  of  the  medicine  till  the 
time  of  writing  this  letter,  though  not  al¬ 
together  with  that  ftridtnefs  I  did  at  firft1;  . 

and  now,  I  thank  God,  let  me  eat,  drink  or 

► 

take  what  exercife  I  will,  in  fhooting  or 
other  wife,  it  is  all  the  fame  :  1  am  quite 
well,  have  an  exceeding  good  appetite,  and 
from  almoft  a  lkeleton  am  grown  plump 
and  full  of  flefti ;  nor  has  the  moift  weather 
this  autumn  had  any  effedf  upon  me,  which 
it  always  ufed  to  have  before,  ever  fince  the 
difeafe  firft  attacked  me. 

N.  B .  For  four  months  before  I  was 

feized  with  this  diieafe,  my  common  food 

was  nearly  the  fame  as  in  England,  but  on 

account  of  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  country 

«  • 

were  I  then  was,  I  frequently  drank  more 
than  a  gallon  of  lime  juice  and  wrater,  with- 
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out  any  fpirituous  liquor  added  to  it,  to 
which  caufe  my  difeafe  was  afcribed,  a£ 
others  who  drank  ftrong  liquors  plentifully 
kept  free  from  the  complaint, 

r _ 

Th  is  Gentleman  has  ever  fmee  enjoyed  perfect  good 
health. — In  three  other  cafes  of  this  nature  I  have  feen 
remarkable  good  effeits  from  this  medicine,  after  other 
means  had  failed. 

The  treatifes  written  a  few  years  ago,  particularly 
on  this  difeafe,  by  two  very  learned  Phyficians,  Doitor 
Baker  and  Doctor  Akenfide ,  claim  the  moft  attentive 
reading  for  our  inftruition  upon  this  fubjeit. 

When  the  Decoition  was  made  ftronger  than  I 
have  mentioned,  it  was  found  to  ait  too  powerfully 
upon  the  ftomach,  and  did  not  anfwer  the  intention. 
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*The  fame  Gentleman  in  the  P.  S.  of 
another  letter  to  me,  dated  Sept, 
the  24th,  1764,  writes  thus. 

T  SHALL  now  make  you  laugh  at  my 
quackery ;  however,  as  it  is  a  lingular 
inftance  of  the  virtue  of  the  Cort.  Rad . 
marouba ,  which  wrought  fuch  an  amazing 
cure  in  me,  I  cou’d  not  forbear  giving  you 

a  true  relation  of  it. - Mr.  John  Dix ,  a 

reputable  farmer  in  this  town,  came  to  me 
about  ten  days  ago,  to  inform  me  he  had  a 
cow  at  the  point  of  death,  defiring  I  wou’d 
accept  of  her  for  my  dogs. - Upon  inquir¬ 

ing  into  the  nature  of  her  difeafe,  I  found 
it  was  a  Flux,  or  fcouring  as  it  is  called  in 
that  fpecies  of  cattle,  which  had  been  of 
long  handing,  and  refilled  all  means  ufed 
by  the  moll  Ikilful  leeches.— I  own  I  cou’d 
not  help  feeling  for  the  poor  creature,  well 
remembering,  that  till  I  confultedyou,  my 
fituation  was  as  bad  as  her’s  :  I  immediate¬ 
ly  thought  of  my  invaluable  fpecilic,  and 
ordered  half  an  ounce  of  this  bark  to  be 

bruifed 
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truifed  and  boiled  in  five  half  pints  of  wa¬ 
ter  to  a  quart,  then  {trained,  and  that  half 
a  pint  of  the  decodtion  {hon’d  be  given  her 
of  a  gentle  warmth,  twice  a  day.  After 
the  fecond  dofe  the  Flux  abated,  and  by 
regularly  continuing  the  medicine  a  few 
days,  {he  was  freed  from  the  complaint.— 
My  patient  appears  perfedtly  cured,  eats 
heartily  and  is  daily  recovering  Itrength, 
from  the  greateft  degree  of  weaknefs,  to 
which  the  violence  of  the  difeafe  had  redu¬ 
ced  her* 


FINIS, 


§  jytjr1 

U.M 


H.  M. 
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